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The  following  paragraphs  are  excerpted  from  an 
article  by  Ed  Reiter  which  appeared  in  Numismatic 
News,  issue  of  November  1 9,  7  983.  Ed  is  a  writer 
with  many  talents  and  many  commissions.  Among 
his  other  credits  are  numerous  articles  in  the  New 
York  Times  (each  Sunday),  Coins  Magazine,  and 
The  Numismatist. 

The  coin  market  may  be  sluggish,  but  no  one 
would  have  guessed  it  from  the  atmosphere  at 
New  York  City's  St.  Moritz  Hotel  on  the  night  of 
Nov.  7th. 

Several  hundred  bidders  gathered  that  night  in 
the  St.  Moritz  ballroom  to  help  kick  off  the  public 
auction  of  American  coins  from  the  famous  Brand 
Collection.  Their  interest,  their  activity,  and  many 
prices,  too,  were  impressively  high. 

The  417  lots  offered  at  the  opening  session 
realized  $1,049,110,  not  counting  the  10%  buyer's 
fee  that  was  added  to  the  price  of  every  item.  That 
was  substantially  higher  than  many  observers' 
estimates,  based  on  market  conditions  at  the  time. 

Many  of  those  in  the  room— including  the 
auctioneers— went  away  afterward  feeling  that  the 
market  may  be  stronger  than  they  believed. 

Price  levels  tapered  off  on  the  auction's  second 
night,  when  fewer  high-powered  rarities  came  up 
for  sale.  Nontheless,  the  two-night  total  exceed¬ 
ed  $1.8  million  for  943  lots. 

"I  was  very  pleased,"  said  Raymond  N.  Merena, 
president  of  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena, 

Inc.,  of  Wolfeboro,  N.H.,  the  firm  that  is  conduc¬ 
ting  the  U.S.  portion  of  the  multi-part  Brand  sale. 

"I  was  surprised,  along  with  almost  everybody 
else,  that  we  went  over  $1  million  on  the  first  night 
without  the  buyer's  fee,"  Merena  added.  "And 
it  was,  of  course,  a  very  pleasant  surprise." 

Cold  provided  most  of  the  glitter  at  the  sale— 
particularly  on  the  first  night  when  everything  be¬ 
ing  offered,  from  gold  dollars  to  half  eagles,  con¬ 
sisted  of  gold  coins  from  the  various  United  States 
mints. 

Two  gold  rarities,  one  U.S.  and  the  other  Cana¬ 
dian,  shared  top  honors  from  the  standpoint  of 
price,  both  attracting  winning  bids  of  $80,000,  not 
including  the  buyer's  fee. 


The  U.S.  piece  was  a  Gem  Proof  1 829  half  eagle 
of  the  large-planchet  type.  Its  Canadian  co¬ 
champion  was  a  Brilliant  Proof  1862  British  Col¬ 
umbia  $10  gold  piece.  Both  went  to  floor  bidders 
following  spirited  fights. 

The  half  eagle  wen  to  Tony  Terranova,  a  New 
York  dealer,  who  said  he  was  representing  a 
"business  associate"  and  added  that  the  coin 
probably  will  be  offered  for  resale. 

"He'll  be  very  happy,"  Terranova  said,  adding 
that  his  associate  was  prepared  to  go  even  higher 
if  necessary  to  acquire  the  coin. 

According  to  Bowers  and  Merena,  the  Brand 
specimen  is  one  of  only  seven  known  examples 
of  this  particular  rarity.  The  U.S.  Mint  switched 
to  a  smaller  planchet  for  half  eagles  in  1829  but 
only  after  striking  a  few  pieces  of  that  date  on  the 
older,  larger  blanks. 

The  British  Columbia  coin  was  snared  during 
the  second  evening's  action  by  a  Canadian  col¬ 
lector  whose  identity  wasn't  disclosed.  Its  $88,(X)0 
(including  buyer's  fee)  price  tag  represents  one 
of  the  highest  sums  ever  paid  at  auction  for  any 
Canadian  coin— topped,  perhaps,  only  by  the 
$160,0(X)  figure  realized  at  Auction  '79  by  the 
famous  1911  Canadian  pattern  silver  dollar. 

Like  all  the  other  coins  in  the  sale,  these  were 
acquired  many  years  ago  by  the  late  Virgil  M. 
Brand,  a  wealthy  Chicago  brewer  who,  prior  to 
his  death  in  1926,  amassed  a  collection  encom¬ 
passing  more  than  350,000  separate  pieces— many 
of  them  extremely  rare. 

Following  Brand's  death,  the  collection  became 
the  property  of  his  two  surviving  brothers,  Horace 
and  Armin  Brand.  Over  the  years,  they  sold  off 
most  of  the  coins. 

One  substantial  segment,  though,  remained  in 
the  hands  of  Armin  Brand's  daughter,  Jane  Brand 
Allen.  That  is  the  source  for  the  coins  in  the  cur¬ 
rent  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena  sale,  as  well 
as  those  in  a  separate  sale  of  foreign  and  ancient 
coins,  which  is  being  conducted  by  Sotheby's. 
Mrs.  Allen's  heirs  elected  to  sell  the  coins  follow¬ 
ing  her  death  in  1981 . 

Two  other  rare  half  eagles  also  were  in  the 
limelight  at  the  opening  session.  A  Choice  Brilliant 


Uncirculated  1819  piece,  described  in  the 
catalogue  as  "magnificent,"  brought  $55,000  (in¬ 
cluding  10%  fee),  and  an  1832  Proof  with  1 3  stars, 
believed  to  be  unique,  was  gaveled  down  for 
$39,600.  In  both  cases,  the  buyers  were  in  the 
room. 

The  1832  half  eagle  was  purchased  by  a  bid¬ 
der  who  described  himself  as  a  Philadelphia  col¬ 
lector  but  declined  to  be  identified  more  fully. 

Bidders  also  paid  five-figure  prices  for  a  number 
of  other  items  on  the  sale's  first  night. 

Counting  the  buyer's  fee,  these  included 
$23,100  for  a  1795  half  eagle  with  a  small-eagle 
reverse  in  About  Uncirculated  condition;  $19,800 
fora  Gem  Matte  Proof  1909  half  eagle;  $18,700 
for  a  prooflike  Brilliant  Uncirculated  1875  gold 
dollar;  $17,600  for  a  Proof  1876  $3  gold  piece; 
$16,500  for  a  Proof  1883  $3  gold  piece;  $15,400 
apiece  for  a  Choice  BU  1836  gold  dollar,  a  Gem 
BU  1864  gold  dollar,  a  Proof  1866  $3  gold  piece, 
and  a  Choice  BU  1909-S  half  eagle;  $14,300 
apiece  for  a  Proof  1884  $3  gold  piece  and  a  Proof 
1885  $3  gold  piece;  $13,750  fora  Proof  1886  $3 
gold  piece;  $13,200  for  a  Satin,  or  Matte,  Proof 
1910  quarter  eagle;  $12,100  apiece  for  a  Gem 
Matte  Proof  1908  quarter  eagle  and  a  Gem  Matte 
Proof  1914  quarter  eagle;  and  $1 1,000  for  a  Gem 
Proof  1894  quarter  eagle. 

Top  prices  at  the  second  session  included 
$23,100  for  a  Proof  1839  Gobrecht  pattern  silver 
dollar  (Judd  No.  108);  $22,000  for  a  Satin  Proof 
1 909  St.  Gaudens  eagle;  $20,350  for  a  Proof  1 838 
Gobrecht  pattern  silver  dollar  (Judd  No.  84); 
$16,500  for  a  Choice  BU  1907  High-Relief  St. 
Gaudens  double  eagle;  $1 4,300  for  a  Matte  Proof 
1862  British  Columbia  $20  trial  strike  in  silver; 
$11,550  for  a  BU  1907  St.  Gaudens  eagle  with 
wire  rim  and  periods;  and  $1 1 ,000  for  a  Gem  BU 
1908-S  eagle. 

More  than  80  percent  of  the  items  went  to  floor 
bidders— a  fact  that  underscores  the  high  level  of 
enthusiasm  in  the  gallery. 

"There  was  lots  of  furious  competition," 
Merena  said.  "Many  lots  opened  at  low  numbers 
and  were  bid  up  very  quickly." 
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Floor  bidders  frequently  escalated  prices  far 
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"The  floor  action  here  was  tremendous,"  said 
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"In  atmosphere,  1  would  compare  this  to  the 
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And,  he  said,  it  could  stimulate  the  market  as 
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"1  frankly  think  this  thing  might  help  the  coin 
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This  was  a  sentiment  echoed  by  others  as  well. 
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"and  1  think  it  has  imoortant  imnlications. 
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"This  sale  showed  the  dealers  that  despite  the 
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decline  in  precious  metals  and  the  lull  in  the  coin 
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Collectors,  not  investors,  were  clearly  the  domi- 
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Virgil  M.  Brand  Collection 


Presented  by 

BOWERS  AND  MERENA  GALLERIES 


Virgil  M.  Brand 


The 

Virgil  M.  Brand  Collection 


SESSION  I 

(United  States  Coins) 

Monday  Evening,  November  7,  7:00  p.m.  Sharp, 

Lots  1-417 

SESSION  II 

(United  States  Coins;  Coins  of  the  World) 
Tuesday  Evening,  November  8,  7:00  p.m.  Sharp. 

Lots  418-943 


Sale  to  be  held  at: 

St,  Moritz  on-the-Park  Hotel 

50  Central  Park  South,  New  York,  NY  10019 

Sale  to  be  conducted  by: 

BOWERS  AND  MERENA  GALLERIES 

Box  1224 

Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
(603)  569-5095 


Karl  Hirtzinger,  Managing  Director,  Auctions 
Licensed  Auctioneers: 

Q.  David  Bowers,  Raymond  N.  Merena,  William  D.  Hawfield,  Jr. 


St.  Moritz  ori'the'park 

50  Central  Park  South 


New  York,  NY  10019 


(212)  755-5800 


For  a  special  money-saving  room  rate,  mention  Benners  and  Merena  Galleries 
when  sending  your  reservation. 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA  GALLERIES,  INC. 

Box  1224 

Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

(603)  569-5095 


Q.  David  Bowers  . 

Raymond  N.  Merena . 

Karl  D.  Hirtzinger  . 

Lisa  Simons . 

Thomas  J.  Becker . 

Robert  L.  Rubel . 

Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg . 

Donald  H.  Snyder,  Jr.,  C.P.A 
Mary  McIntosh  . 


. Chairman  of  the  Board 

: . President 

.  .  Managing  Director,  Auctions 
.  .  .Associate  Director,  Auctions 

. Senior  Numismatist 

. Numismatic  Expert 

Manager,  Research  Department 

. Controller 

.  .  .  Manager,  Order  Department 


APPRECIATION  is  extended  to  the  following  staff  members  and  consultants  for  the 
preparation  of  the  Virgil  M.  Brand  Collection  catalogue; 

With  the  exception  of  the  small  denomination  California  gold  coins,  which  represent 
the  work  of  Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg,  the  pieces  in  the  present  volume  were  catalogued  by 
Q.  David  Bowers,  with  assistance  from  Raymond  N.  Merena,  Thomas  J.  Becker,  and 
Robert  L.  Rubel.  Walter  Breen  and  Ronald  Gillio  made  available  an  advance  copy  of 
the  manuscript  of  their  work  on  California  fractional  gold  coins,  which  aided  greatly 
in  the  historical  description  and  delineation  of  the  series. 

Pedigrees  for  certain  issues  were  provided  by  David  E.  Tripp  and  Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg. 
Norman  W.  Neubauer,  of  the  Morgan  Guaranty  Trust  Company,  New  York,  made  many 
valuable  suggestions.  Appreciation  is  also  extended  to  Lester  Merkin,  the  New  York  pro¬ 
fessional  numismatist. 

Catalogue  production  and  typography  represents  the  work  of  our  Graphics  Depart¬ 
ment,  Roberta  A.  Fontaine,  manager.  Typesetting  was  done  by  Margaret  Graf,  Roberta 
A.  Fontaine,  and  Ruth  L.  Corrigan.  Photography  was  by  Bruce  Anderson,  Maureen  S. 
Clark,  Mark  Merena,  and  Jane  Foran. 


ALL  ILLUSTRATIONS  ARE  OF  THE 
ACTUAL  COINS  BEING  SOLD 


Copyright  1983  by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  All  rights  reserved. 
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Terms  of  Sale 


1.  This  is  a  public  auction  sale  conducted  by  licensed  and  bonded 
auctioneers. 

2.  All  bids  are  to  be  per  lot.  No  lots  will  be  broken.  Lots  will  be  sold 
in  numerical  sequence  unless  the  auctioneer  otherwise  directs.  In  the 
event  of  identical  bids  on  the  same  lot,  the  lot  will  be  awarded  to  the 
first  bid  received.  In  the  event  of  a  dispute  during  the  floor  bidding, 
the  auctioneer's  decision  to  award  the  lot  to  a  bidder  will  be  final.  The 
auctioneer,  at  his  sole  discretion,  may  re-open  any  lot  or  put  the  lot 
up  for  sale  again. 

3.  A  buyer's  charge  of  10%  on  each  individual  lot  will  be  added  to  all 
successful  bids,  which  sum  will  be  the  purchase  price.  This  buyer's  charge 
will  be  added  to  all  invoices,  without  exception. 

4.  All  sales  are  strictly  for  cash  in  United  States  funds.  All  remittances 
must  be  drawn  on  United  States  banks.  Invoices  must  be  paid  for 
promptly  upon  receipt  in  good  U.S.  funds.  No  credit  cards  will  be  ac¬ 
cepted  for  auction  purchases.  Shipping,  handling,  postage,  and  registra¬ 
tion  charges  will  be  added  for  lots  delivered  by  mail.  All  bidders  not 
furnishing  applicable  resale  permits  will  be  responsible  for  sales  tax  as 
required  to  be  collected  under  the  law's  of  the  state  in  w’hich  the  sale 
is  conducted.  By  bidding  in  the  sale,  a  successful  bidder  agrees  to  be 
liable  for  any  tax  liabilities  w'hich  may  accrue  by  virtue  of  the  purchase. 

5.  On  any  account  not  paid  w'ithin  the  prescribed  terms  of  this  sale,  Bow'ers 
and  Merena  Galleries  reserves  the  right  to  extend  credit  and  to  impose 
periodic  finance  charges  at  the  rate  of  1.5%  per  month  (18%  per  an¬ 
num)  on  the  unpaid  balance,  w'hich  charges  shall  continue  to  accrue 
until  fully  paid.  On  any  sums  unpaid,  if  the  account  is  referred  to  an 
attorney  for  collection,  the  buyer  agrees  to  pay  all  costs,  including  at¬ 
torneys'  fees,  w'ith  interest  accruing  on  the  balance,  until  fully  paid, 
at  the  specified  rate. 

6.  Bidders  not  know'n  to  us  must  furnish  references  deemed  satisfactory 
to  Bow'ers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  deposit  a  sum  equal  to  25% 
of  the  bids  submitted.  This  sum  will  be  applied  to  successful  bids  with 
the  overage  refunded,  and  any  difference  billed. 

7.  All  APO,  FPO,  and  non-U. S.  addresses  must  submit  a  50%  deposit. 
We  reserve  the  right  to  require  payment  in  full  by  all  bidders,  prior 
to  the  delivery  of  lots,  even  if  satisfactory  references  or  credit  have  been 
established. 

8.  Title  does  not  pass  until  lots  are  paid  for  in  full.  It  is  the  responsibility 
and  obligation  of  the  buyer  to  maintain  insurance  on  any  coins  in  their 
possession.  Risk  of  loss  is  on  the  buyer.  By  bidding  in  the  sale,  the  bid¬ 
der  agrees  to  permit  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  to  file  any  financing 
statement  permitted  under  the  Uniform  Commercial  Code  without  deb¬ 
tor's  signature  and  to  offset  any  accounts  due,  whether  now'  or  in  the 
future,  against  funds  or  collateral  in  their  possession. 

9.  All  lots  must  be  paid  in  full  prior  to  delivery,  unless  credit  arrangements 
for  this  sale  have  been  specifically  agreed  to  in  writing  by  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries.  Previously  established  lines  of  credit,  at  the  sole  op¬ 
tion  of  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  may  not  be  honored.  Please  con¬ 
tact  our  Auction  Department  in  advance  if  you  have  any  questions  regar¬ 
ding  your  purchasing  plans. 

10.  No  "buy"  or  unlimited  bids  w'ill  be  accepted.  No  bids  w'ill  be  accepted 
from  minors.  The  auctioneer  and/or  Bow'ers  and  Merena  Galleries 
reserves  the  right  to  open  a  lot  at  a  reasonable  price,  to  set  bidding 
increments  as  they  shall  determine,  and  to  refuse  any  bid  w'hich  in  the 
judgement  of  the  auctioneer  or  Bow'ers  and  Merena  Galleries  is  believ¬ 
ed  not  to  be  made  in  good  faith  or  does  not  qualify  by  reason  of  credit, 
or  otherwise. 

11.  All  items  are  guaranteed  genuine. 

12.  We  cannot  be  responsible  for  your  errors  in  bidding.  Please  check  your 
bid  sheet  carefully.  Please  bid  in  even  dollar  increments.  All  bids  not 
in  even  dollar  amounts,  including  those  increased  by  10%  to  20%  (see 
our  special  service  on  the  bid  sheet),  w'ill  be  rounded  off  to  the  low'er 
whole  dollar  amount.  All  bid  sheets  must  be  signed.  By  bidding  in  this 
sale  even  if  for  a  corporation,  the  bidder  personally  guarantees  pay¬ 
ment.  By  bidding  in  this  sale,  a  bidder  acknowledges  that  he  is  bidding 
in  this  sale  primarily  for  commercial  purposes  and  agrees  to  abide  by 
the  terms  of  sale. 


13.  Auction  sales  are  not  approval  sales.  Any  lot  may  be  examined  before 
bidding.  No  lot  may  be  returned  by  a  mail  bidder  without  the  advance 
written  permission  of  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  Any  such  requests 
must  be  made  within  three  days  of  receipt  of  the  coins.  Any  late  remit¬ 
tance  for  purchases  is  cause  for  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  to  negate 
this  privilege.  At  the  sole  discretion  of  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries, 
w'e  reserve  the  right  to  deny  participation  in  any  auction  if  there  have 
been,  in  our  opinion,  credit  problems,  unreasonable  returns,  delays  in 
payment,  or  any  other  problems  in  past  or  current  sales. 

14.  No  lots  may  be  returned  for  any  reason  by  floor  buyers  (including  those 
acting  as  agents  for  others),  except  for  reasons  of  authencity.  All  floor 
sales  are  final. 

15.  Any  claims  involving  errors  in  the  catalogue  must  be  made  within  three 
days  of  receipt  of  the  coins.  Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that 
represents  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation 
of  a  particular  coin  or  lot.  "Proof  "  is  used  to  describe  a  method  of 
manufacture  and  is  not  a  grade  or  condition.  All  such  terms,  including 
adjectival  and  numerical  descriptions  of  coins  and  other  numismatic 
items,  are  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No 
w'arranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with  respect  to  such 
adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions,  w'hich  can  and  do  vary  among 
experts. 

16.  Bow'ers  and  Merena  Galleries  acts  as  agents  for  the  various  consignors. 
For  this  reason,  no  claims  of  any  kind  can  be  considered  after  the  set¬ 
tlements  have  been  made  with  the  consignors.  Any  dispute  after  the 
settlement  date  is  strictly  betw'een  the  bidder  and  consignor  w'ithout 
involvement  or  responsibility  of  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or 
the  cataloguers.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  reserves  the  right  to  in¬ 
clude  its  own  material  in  any  auction  sale.  Any  consignor  reserves  the 
right  to  bid  on  his  own  material.  In  the  event  of  a  typographical  error 
or  attribution  error,  the  cataloguer  reserves  the  right  to  w'ithdraw'  any 
item  from  the  sale  without  notice,  to  correct  the  error  orally  at  the  sale, 
or,  if  discovered  at  a  later  date,  to  refund  the  buyer's  money  without 
further  obligation.  The  maximum  obligation  of  Bow'ers  and  Merena 
Galleries  to  any  bidder  shall  be  the  sum  paid  for  any  lot  in  dispute. 
While  every  effort  will  be  made  to  prop)erly  enter  and  execute  bids  receiv¬ 
ed  by  mail  or  by  other  means.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  assumes 
no  liability  for  any  errors  in  this  regard  or  failure  to  enter  bids.  Nor 
can  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  assume  responsibility  for  bids  received 
later  than  the  published  deadline  for  receipt  of  mail  bids,  or  bids  received 
by  telephone  or  in  person.  To  insure  the  greatest  accuracy,  we  strong¬ 
ly  recommend  that  bids  be  entered  on  the  standard  bid  sheet  form  and 
be  received  here  in  advance  of  the  published  deadline. 

17.  By  placing  a  bid  in  this  sale,  you  agree  that  this  transaction  shall  be 
construed  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 
Any  dispute,  claim  or  controversy  (except  for  non-payment)  shall  be 
settled  exclusively  by  binding  arbitration  under  the  rules  then  in  effect 
of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Inc.,  as  if  both  parties  to  the 
dispute  w'ere  members,  at  Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire,  or  another 
suitable  location  at  the  option  of  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  In  the 
event  of  non-payment,  at  its  option,  Bow'ers  and  Merena  Galleries  may 
refer  the  matter  to  the  PNG  arbitration  or  elect  to  proceed  judicially 
in  W'hich  case  the  buyer  consents  to  jurisdiction  in  the  Courts  of  Car- 
roll  County,  New'  Hampshire. 

18.  BIDDING  IN  THIS  AUCTION  SALE  constitutes  ACCEPTANCE  BY 
THE  BIDDER  of  the  FOREGOING  TERMS  OF  SALE. 

Transparent  holders  in  which  the  auction  lots  are  stored  are  to 
facilitate  viewing  and  inspection  of  the  lots  and  ARE  NOT  intend¬ 
ed  or  recommended  for  long-term  storage. 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 

Box  1224  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
(603)  569-5095 
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Additional  TERMS  OF  SALE  and  Suggestions  for  Mail  Bidders 


Bidding  in  our  auctions  can  be  an  interesting,  enjoyable,  and 
numismatically  rewarding  experience.  Even  if  you  have  been 
bidding  in  our  sales  for  many  years,  you  may  find  that  some 
of  the  following  comments  will  increase  your  success.  The 
paragraphs  are  numbered  for  reference  in  the  event  that  you 
wish  to  ask  further  questions.  Please  feel  free  to  write  or 
telephone  our  Auction  Department  in  this  regard. 

19.  Read  the  Terms  of  Sale  printed  in  this  catalogue.  Note  that  a  10%  buyer's 
premium,  without  exception,  will  be  added  to  all  successful  bids. 

20.  Mail  your  bid  sheet  as  early  as  possible.  This  is  particularly  important 
if  you  are  a  new  bidder,  for  it  takes  us  time  to  check  your  references. 
Also,  this  helps  to  assure  that  your  bid  sheet  will  be  received  before 
the  mail  bid  deadline.  A  bid  sheet  mailed  a  few  days  before  the  sale 
might  not  reach  us  until  a  week  later — at  which  time  the  coins  will  have 
been  sold  to  others! 

21.  We've  found  it  best  to  use  a  work  sheet  to  compile  bids.  In  this  way 
you  can  check  back  and  forth  throughout  the  catalogue,  make  changes 
and  revisions,  and  so  on.  Then  when  you've  decided  on  your  final  bids, 
enter  them  on  the  bid  sheet.  Try  your  best  to  keep  the  bid  sheet  neat 
and  clearly  understandable,  listing  the  lots  in  order.  Check  your  bid 
sheet  carefully.  You  will  be  responsible  for  any  bids  on  wTong  lots  or 
for  the  wrong  amounts.  Please,  please  be  careful! 

22.  If  you  are  a  new  bidder,  send  along  references  and  a  25%  deposit. 

23.  Be  prepared  to  pay  in  full  for  all  lots  for  w’hich  your  bids  are  successful. 
Don't  bid  more  than  you  want  to  pay!  Review'  your  financial  cir¬ 
cumstances  carefully  before  bidding.  There  is  always  the  possibility  that 
you  may  be  awarded  all  of  the  lots  you  bid  on.  If  you  are  awarded 
lots  you  are  legally  bound  to  pay  for  them  immediately. 

24.  Please  keep  current  price  levels  in  mind  when  bidding.  While  high  and 
low  prices  sometimes  occur,  most  items  sell  w'ithin  market  ranges.  If 
a  popular  coin  sells  for  $500  on  the  retail  market,  chances  are  not  good 
that  a  bid  of,  say,  less  than  $400  will  win  it.  On  the  other  hand,  chances 
are  excellent  that  a  bid  in  the  $500  to  $600  range  will  be  a  winner.  There 
is  no  harm  in  bargain  hunting,  but  as  your  time  is  valuable  (and  so 
is  ours),  it  is  most  productive  if  you  keep  current  values  in  mind  while 
bidding. 

25.  Auction  invoices  are  due  upon  receipt  unless  prior  credit  arrangements 
have  been  made  with  us. 


33.  Our  Auction  Department  is  here  to  serve  your  needs.  We  really  ap¬ 
preciate  your  interest  and  business  and  will  do  anything  we  can  to  make 
auction  bidding  by  mail  more  enjoyable  for  you.  We  look  forward  to 
receiving  your  bids. 

34.  If  you  want  to  sell  your  coins  by  auction,  call  or  write  for  our  free, 
informative  brochure.  How  to  Sell  Your  Coins  for  the  Best  Price?  We 
invite  you  to  telephone  Karl  Hirtzinger,  manager  of  our  Auction  Depart¬ 
ment,  or  Lisa  Simons,  associate  director,  at  (603)  569-5095.  Karl  or  Lisa 
will  be  happy  to  answ'er  questions  you  have  concerning  sale  dates,  com¬ 
missions,  cataloguing,  and  all  other  aspects. 


DEADLINE  FOR  RECEIPT  OF  MAIL  BIDS;  NOON  MONDAY,  OC¬ 
TOBER  31,  1983. 

IMPORTANT  NOTICE:  CREDIT  CARDS  WILL  NOT  BE  ACCEPTED 
FOR  AUCTION  DEPOSITS  OR  PAYMENTS. 

We  recommend  that  you  mail  your  bid  sheet  at  least  ten  days  prior  to 
this  date  as  mail  delivery  is  sometimes  uncertain. 

THE  PRICES  REALIZED  LIST  WILL  BE 
PUBLISHED  60  DAYS  AFTER  THE  AUCTION. 


SCHEDULING  INFORMATION 
WHERE:  St.  Moritz  on-the-Park 

50  Central  Park  South 
New  York,  NY  10019 
(212)  755-5800 

WHEN:  Monday  Evening,  November  7,  at  7:00  p.m. 

Tuesday  Evening,  November  8,  at  7:00  p.m. 

NOTE:  Our  auction  of  the  Marcus  Brown  Estate  Collection  and  other 
properties  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  present  sale  and  will  take 
place  on  Wednesday,  November  9,  and  Thursday,  November  10,  and  is 
described  in  a  separate  catalogue. 

LOT  VIEWING 


26.  Be  sure  to  sign  your  bid  sheet.  We  reserve  the  option  to  not  enter  your 
bid  sheet  unless  it  bears  your  personal  signature. 

27.  Ink  is  best  for  writing  bids.  Pencil  tends  to  blur.  If  bid  changes  are 
necessary,  do  not  write  over  any  figures.  Instead,  cross  them  out  com¬ 
pletely  and  re-enter  the  bids.  Put  your  telephone  number  on  the  bid 
sheet.  In  this  w'ay  we  can  call  you  if  there  is  any  question  about  a  bid. 

28.  Submit  bids  in  even  dollar  amounts.  Cents  and  fractional  dollar  amounts 
will  be  ignored. 

29.  Don't  forget  to  take  advantage,  if  you  wish,  of  the  optional  10%  to 
20%  increase  to  really  help  your  chances  of  being  a  successful  bidder. 

30.  If  you  wish  to  limit  your  total  expenditure,  please  write  MAXIMUM 

EXPENDITURE  $ _ and  the  amount  at  the  top  of  your  bid 

sheet.  You  can  then  submit  bids  for  amounts  up  to  four  times  the  amount 
of  the  maximum  expenditure.  This  is  a  personal  service  and  a  Bowers 
and  Merena  customer  representative  will  personally  attend  to  your  bid 
sheet  by  bidding  from  the  auction  floor,  buying  lots  for  your  account 
until  your  authorized  expenditure  is  reached.  While  w'e  will  do  our  best 
efforts  in  your  behalf,  due  to  the  speed  of  the  auction  sale  and  the 
sometimes  crowded  conditions,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  failure 
to  execute  such  a  bid  properly.  Due  to  the  bookkeeping  involved,  this 
service  is  offered  only  to  bidders  with  maximum  expenditures  of  $3,000 
or  more.  MAXIMUM  EXPENDITURE  and  "ONE  LOT  ONLY"  bidding 
cannot  be  combined. 

31.  Up  to  five  lots  may  be  grouped  with  brackets  for  a  "ONE  LOT  ONLY" 
purchase,  if  you  wish  to  purchase  only  one  example  of  a  coin  of  which 
several  examples  appear  in  the  sale.  Such  lots  should  be  bracketed  with 
the  notation  "ONE  LOT  ONLY"  appearing. 

32.  Lots  may  be  inspected  by  mail  prior  to  the  auction.  Please  w'rite  or 
call  for  further  information. 


The  auction  lots  will  be  available  for  viewing  as  follows: 
New  York,  New  York— St.  Moritz  on-the-Park 


Wednesday,  November  2 
Thursday,  November  3 

Friday,  November  4 

Saturday,  November  5 

Sunday,  November  6 

Monday,  November  7 
Tuesday,  November  8 


1:00  p.m.  to  7:00  p.m. 
9:00  a.m.  to  1:00  p.m. 
2:00  p.m.  to  7:00  p.m. 
9:00  a.m.  to  1:00  p.m. 
2:00  p.m.  to  7:00  p.m. 
9:00  a.m.  to  1:00  p.m. 
2:00  p.m.  to  7:00  p.m. 
10:00  a.m.  to  1:00  p.m. 
2:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 
6:00  p.m.  to  9:00  p.m. 
9:00  a.m.  to  1:00  p.m. 
2:00  p.m.  to  7:00  p.m. 
9:00  a.m.  to  1:00  p.m. 
2:00  p.m.  to  7:00  p.m. 


LOT  PICK-UP 

Tuesday,  November  8  10:00  a.m.  to  12:00  p.m. 

Wednesday,  November  9  10:00  a.m.  to  12:00  p.m. 
Thursday,  November  10  10:00  a.m.  to  12:00  p.m. 

Friday,  November  11  9:00  a.m.  to  12:00  p.m. 

HELPFUL  SUGGESTION:  We  strongly  recommend  that  our  customers 
planning  on  viewing  a  large  portion  of  the  sale,  make  plans  to  do  so  dur¬ 
ing  the  early  days  of  lot  viewing,  as  the  last  days  will  be  crowded. 
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Introduction 


Welcome  to  the  first  of  two  planned  auction  sales  featuring  United  States  and  related 
coins  from  the  Virgil  Brand  Collection.  The  pieces  offered,  consigned  by  the  Morgan 
Guaranty  Trust  Company,  an  executor  of  the  estate  of  Jane  Brand  Allen,  are  from 
the  vast  holdings  of  Virgil  Brand,  who  justly  deserved  the  title  "the  world's  greatest 
coin  collector." 

The  coins  in  the  present  catalogue  are  varied,  with  emphasis  on  gold,  and  include 
numerous  important  rarities  as  well  as  many  relatively  plentiful  issues.  The  auction 
literally  has  something  for  everyone.  In  addition  to  the  provenances  stated  for  various 
pieces — which  were  acquired  by  Virgil  Brand  from  many  sources  during  the  era  from 
1889  through  1926 — each  coin  has  one  of  the  most  illustrious  pedigrees  possible:  each 
is  from  the  Virgil  Brand  Collection. 

The  sale  commences  with  an  offering  of  United  States  gold  coins,  listed  in  denomina¬ 
tion  and  date  order,  from  gold  dollars  through  double  eagles.  Proofs  abound 
throughout  the  listing,  as  do  Uncirculated  coins,  often  of  highly-prized  dates.  Among 
$1  and  $3  pieces  in  particular  are  to  be  found  multiple  examples  of  certain  dates  of 
which  even  an  individual  listing  would  be  an  important  numismatic  occasion.  Such 
coins  are  reflective  of  Virgil  Brand's  philosophy  that  if  one  specimen  of  a  rarity  is 
nice,  two  are  better,  and  a  half  dozen  are  better  yet! 

Among  pieces  listed  in  a  modest  offering  of  commemorative  gold  coins  are  two 
rare  Proof  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  gold  dollars,  one  with  the  portrait 
of  Thomas  Jefferson  and  the  other  featuring  William  McKinley.  A  1926  Sesquicenten- 
nial  quarter  eagle  offered  is  not  particularly  rare  but  is  significant  as  it  undoubtedly 
was  one  of  the  very  last  coins  acquired  by  the  Chicago  collector  prior  to  his  death. 

While  at  one  time  the  Virgil  Brand  Collection  contained  countless  thousands  of 
rarities  in  the  various  United  States  copper  and  silver  series,  today  the  remaining 
pieces  are  few  in  number.  Following  the  gold  coins  are  to  be  found  less  than  a  dozen 
such  pieces,  but  each  one  is  special  in  its  own  way.  The  1811  restrike  half  cent,  with 
the  reverse  of  1802,  is  one  of  just  six  believed  to  exist.  Two  large  cents,  a  1794  and 
an  1805,  are  both  outstanding  examples  of  their  varieties.  The  1827  restrike  quarter 
in  copper  is,  interestingly,  rarer  than  silver  originals  of  the  same  issue  (but  not  worth 
as  much);  it  is  believed  that  fewer  than  a  half  dozen  exist  today.  Two  Gobrecht  silver 
dollars,  an  1838  and  an  1839,  will  both  attract  attention.  The  1839  in  particular  is 
an  exceedingly  rare  variety,  and  the  number  of  specimens  known  can  be  counted 
on  the  fingers  of  one  hand.  An  1861  Confederate  States  of  America  restrike  cent  in 
silver  will  likewise  attract  the  attention  of  specialists,  for  it  is  one  of  just  12  specimens 
struck. 
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Among  the  legendary  coins  in  North  American  numismatics  are  the  British  Col¬ 
umbia  $10  and  $20  issues  of  1862.  As  the  detailed  historical  sketch  preceding  our 
offering  reveals,  these  issues  represent  the  dream  of  a  British  Columbia  Royal  Mint 
which  almost,  but  not  quite,  came  true.  The  need  for  such  pieces  was  precipitated 
by  a  mad  scramble  for  gold  in  the  Fraser  River  district  which  began  in  1858,  drawing 
thousands  of  fortune  seekers  from  California  to  the  south. 

As  it  developed,  only  a  few  1862  British  Columbia  $10  and  $20  pieces  were  struck. 
The  $10  piece  in  the  present  catalogue,  in  gold,  represents  the  first  such  auction  of¬ 
fering  in  many  decades,  to  our  knowledge.  If  the  term  "once  in  a  lifetime  opportuni¬ 
ty"  is  appropriate  in  the  pages  to  follow,  this  piece  seems  to  be  a  logical  candidate 
for  it.  This  particular  piece  has  the  added  attraction  of  being  pedigreed  to  the  very 
time  of  issue.  Then  there  are  silver  strikings  of  the  1862  $10  and  $20,  each  major 
rarities  which  have  not  crossed  the  auction  block  in  many  years.  These  coins  are  be¬ 
lieved  to  trace  their  ancestry  to  the  beginning  of  the  British  Columbia  Mint  project, 
when  such  pieces  were  struck  to  test  the  appearance  of  the  dies,  and  are  so  documented. 
The  engraving  work  was  done  by  Albrecht  Kuner,  the  most  famous  of  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  engravers  who,  a  decade  earlier,  produced  dies  for  many  California  firms.  One 
of  the  joys  of  being  a  professional  numismatist  is  having  the  opportunity  to  handle 
things  which  are  at  once  historical,  beautiful,  romantic,  and  rare.  The  British  Col¬ 
umbia  coins  fill  the  bill  exactly! 

The  coinage  of  Cuba  is  closely  allied  with  that  of  the  United  States.  Indeed, 
numerous  early  issues  were  produced  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  Virgil  Brand  was  at¬ 
tracted  to  one  Cuban  gold  issue  in  particular  and  acquired  a  substantial  percentage 
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of  the  original  mintage.  These  pieces,  described  in  the  present  catalogue,  are  offered 
today  in  the  same  condition  they  were  in  when  received  by  Virgil  Brand  over  60  years 
ago. 

California  fractional  gold  is  a  numismatic  discipline  into  itself.  The  series,  con¬ 
taining  the  denominations  of  25c,  50c,  and  $1,  ranges  in  time  from  the  early  1850s 
through  the  1880s.  Coins  were  produced  in  two  shapes,  round  and  octagonal,  and 
in  several  design  formats,  primarily  the  Liberty  head  and  Indian  head  styles.  While 
larger  denomination  California  pieces  have  been  well  documented  by  Edgar  H.  Adams, 
Donald  Kagin,  and  the  present  writer,  small  denomination  California  pieces  have 
been  relatively  neglected.  True,  the  efforts  of  Burnie,  Lee,  and  Doering  must  be 
recognized  and  played  an  important  part,  but  still  there  has  been  no  single  comprehen¬ 
sive  reference  discussing  the  die  varieties  of  the  coins  themselves  in  combination  with 
historical  information  pertaining  to  the  engravers  and  issuers.  This  deficiency  has 
been  remedied  by  a  new  book,  California  Pioneer  Fractional  Gold,  by  Walter  Breen 
with  the  collaboration  of  Ronald  J.  Gillio,  which  as  of  this  writing  (August  1983) 
is  scheduled  for  publication  in  the  near  future,  perhaps  before  our  auction  occurs. 
Messrs.  Breen  and  Gillio  kindly  provided  us  with  advance  proof  copies  of  their 
manuscript  so  that  our  descriptions  could  be  cross-referenced  to  their  volume.  Cer¬ 
tainly  the  California  fractional  gold  offered  in  the  following  pages  will  stand  as  one 
of  the  most  important  auction  offerings  in  numismatic  history.  In  keeping  with  the 
rest  of  the  catalogue,  numerous  scarce  and  rare  pieces  are  interspersed  with  more 
common  issues. 

A  peek  at  the  future:  The  Jane  Brand  Allen  estate  contained  nearly  3,000  United 
States  and  related  coins.  The  second  and  final  auction  offering  by  our  firm,  sched¬ 
uled  to  take  place  in  1984,  will  offer  the  balance  of  the  pieces.  Included  will  be  a 
number  of  great  rarities  among  large  denomination  California  gold  coins,  numerous 
rare  colonial  pieces,  an  offering  of  medals  (including  many  Masonic  pieces  and, 
notably,  a  simply  marvelous  double  set,  silver  and  copper,  of  the  Washington  Seasons 
medals),  plus  additional  United  States  gold  coins  from  gold  dollars  through  double 
eagles  (essentially  duplicates  of  the  pieces  in  the  present  catalogue)  and  additional 
California  fractional  gold  (again,  duplicates  of  the  pieces  offered  here).  When  dividing 
the  United  States  regular-issue  gold  and  California  fractional  gold  for  the  two  sales. 
Dr.  Richard  Bagg,  manager  of  our  Research  Department,  split  the  pieces  into  "A" 
groups  and  "B"  groups.  The  "A"  groups  are  offered  in  the  present  publication.  Of 
course,  many  items  in  the  present  publication  are  one-of-a-kind  in  the  Jane  Brand 
Allen  estate  and  will  not  be  repeated  later.  (The  information  in  the  present  paragraph 
is  given  to  assist  you  with  future  planning.) 

A  reference  book  produced  in  conjunction  with  the  present  offering,  Virgil  Brand: 
The  Man  and  His  Era,  Profile  of  a  Numismatist,  available  from  us  for  $29  postpaid, 
devotes  248  pages  to  Virgil  Brand  and  his  unprecedented  collecting  activities  and  is 
recommended  to  anyone  interested  in  the  coins  offered  here.  A  brief  sketch  of  Virgil 
Brand's  life,  excerpted  from  the  book,  follows  in  the  present  catalogue. 

We  express  appreciation  to  Norman  W.  Neubauer  of  the  Morgan  Guaranty  Trust 
Company,  David  E.  Tripp,  and  to  descendants  of  Virgil  Brand  for  assistance  in  many 
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ways.  Specific  credits  for  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  staff  members  are  given 
elsewhere  in  the  catalogue. 

Over  the  years  it  has  been  our  pleasure  to  have  handled  many  outstanding 
numismatic  properties.  Especially  memorable  are  the  Garrett  Collection  (sold  to  the 
order  of  The  Johns  Hopkins  University  in  1979-1981),  the  Louis  Eliasberg  Gold  Coin 
Collection  (1982),  the  numismatic  holdings  of  several  past  presidents  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association,  and  offerings  made  on  behalf  of  numerous  universities  and 
museums.  There  are  coins  and  there  are  coins.  Some  coins  are  common;  others  are 
rare.  In  each  instance,  the  present  cataloguer  particularly  appreciates  pieces  which 
in  addition  to  whatever  market  value  they  may  have,  also  possess  the  perhaps 
quintessential  aspect  of  romance,  history,  and  pedigree.  Each  time  I  see  a  coin  from 
the  Virgil  Brand  Collection  I  reflect  upon  the  greatness  of  the  individual  who,  years 
ago,  carefully  studied  the  piece  and  added  it  to  his  numismatic  treasures.  Each  coin 
from  the  Virgil  Brand  Collection  is  very  special,  very  important,  in  its  own  way. 
It  is  a  piece  of  numismatic  history. 

Over  the  years  Virgil  Brand's  items  have  been  dispersed,  beginning  with  an  offer¬ 
ing  by  B.  Max  Mehl  in  1932,  with  the  result  that  the  only  American  pieces  remaining 
intact  today  are  the  approximately  3,000  items  offered  in  this  and  our  following  sale. 
With  wistfulness  we  regret  that  we  were  not  on  the  scene  decades  ago  when  many 
prized  rarities  were  dispersed.  However,  at  the  same  time  we  realize  that  a  few  decades 
from  now  other  numismatists  will  contemplate  this  auction  and  our  1984  sale  and 
wish  that  they  had  been  here.  You  are  here  now.  Ray  Merena  and  the  staff  of  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries  joins  me  in  expressing  appreciation  for  your  interest.  We  all 
look  forward  to  your  participation  in  what  promises  to  be  a  very  important  auction 
event. 


Q.  David  Bowers 

Chairman,  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 


Appreciation  is  expressed  to 
Lester  Merkin  for  help  in  many 
ways. 


Virgil  Michael  Brand 

A  Brief  Biography 


By  any  measure  you  wish  to  use — size,  depth, 
breadth — Virgil  Brand  assembled  the  greatest  coin 
collection  ever  gathered  by  any  individual  in 
numismatic  history.  Although  it  is  believed  that 
his  interest  may  have  begun  at  an  earlier  date,  the 
first  documented  acquisition  of  coins  occurred  in 
1889,  when  a  spectacular  purchase  of  California 
gold  issues  and  other  rarities  took  place.  It  was 
a  propitious  time  in  history  to  initiate  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  holdings  that  by  1926,  the  time  of  Brand's 
death,  would  amount  to  more  than  350,000  pieces. 
In  1889  there  was  little  competition.  T.  Harrison 
Garrett,  the  well-known  Baltimore  collector,  had 
met  his  death  in  an  untimely  fashion  (in  a  boating 
accident)  a  year  earlier.  In  his  day  Garrett  was  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  the  second  ranking  collector  in  terms 
of  the  contents  of  his  cabinet  (although  in  the  next 
century  his  sons,  Robert  Garrett  and  John  Work 
Garrett  would  add  many  more  pieces).  The  title 
of  "Number  1,"  although  limited  to  the  United 
States  series  (whereas  Garrett's  interests  were  more 
cosmopolitan),  fell  to  Lorin  G.  Parmelee,  a  Boston 
bean  baker,  who  had  a  virtually  complete  holding 
comprising  colonial  and  regular  issues.  Parmelee 
was  to  put  his  cabinet  on  the  auction  block  the 
following  year,  1890.  In  1889,  while  still  making 
occasional  purchases,  he  was  relatively  inactive. 
So,  Virgil  Brand  had  a  clear  path  to  obtain  what 
he  wanted. 

Brand,  born  in  Blue  Island,  Illinois,  in  1862,  the 
son  of  Michael  Brand,  followed  the  family  tradi¬ 
tion  of  the  brewing  trade.  Following  his  education 
and  a  journey  throughout  Europe,  Virgil  Brand 
took  part  in  his  father's  business  in  Chicago.  After 
the  family  brewery  was  sold  to  a  large  syndicate, 
Virgil  left,  eventually  to  establish  the  Brand  Brew¬ 
ing  Company,  his  own  enterprise.  This,  too, 
proved  to  be  spectacularly  successful.  It  provided 
the  mechanism  whereby  he  had  virtually  an 
unlimited  capability  to  purchase  pieces  which  in¬ 
terested  him. 


By  the  first  decade  of  the  twentieth  century 
Brand  had  thousands  of  coins  in  all  areas,  from 
ancient  to  modern,  in  singles  and  in  quantity. 
Some  areas  were  on  well-trodden  numismatic 
paths.  Others,  such  as  quantity  purchases  of  mint- 
marked  coins  from  branch  mints  (a  relatively  new 
collecting  interest  in  America  at  the  time),  were 
ahead  of  his  time  and  presaged  an  era  in  which 
knowledge  and  desire  would  become  more 
widespread. 

Beginning  with  the  documented  initial  1889  pur¬ 
chase,  from  S.C.  Stevens  of  Chicago,  Brand  went 
on  to  acquire  pieces  from  virtually  every  dealer 
in  America  and  Europe.  Doubtless,  he  was  the  best 
customer  of  some.  The  Schulman  firm  in  Amster¬ 
dam  later  was  to  report  that  Brand  purchased  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  worth  of  pieces  from 
them,  at  a  time  in  which  important  auction  sales 
created  headlines  if  they  realized  totals  in  the 
$25,000  to  $50,000  range  (indeed,  years  later  in 
1941  when  B.  Max  Mehl  was  to  sell  the  marvelous 
Dunham  Collection  it  realized  less  than  $100,000, 
setting  many  records  in  the  process).  During  many 
years  Brand's  purchases  from  Lyman  H.  Low, 
Thomas  L.  Elder,  the  Chapman  brothers,  St.  Louis 
Stamp  &  Coin  Company,  and  a  multiple  of  other 
sources  totaled  far  more  than  the  aggregate  value 
of  all  auction  helds  in  America  during  the  same 
period!  And  yet.  Brand  did  this  without  publicity 
or  fanfare.  At  the  John  Story  Jenks  Sale  held  in 
1921,  Brand  acquired  more  than  10%  of  all  the 
lots  offered,  and  yet  his  name  appeared  in  no  sales 
reports  or  publicity  concerning  the  event. 

Although  he  avoided  the  limelight.  Brand  was 
always  willing  to  share  knowledge  and  to  display 
his  coins.  The  Chicago  Numismatic  Society,  of 
which  he  served  as  president  for  two  terms,  saw 
him  in  regular  attendance,  often  displaying  rare 
or  interesting  specimens.  A  talk  given  to  that 
group,  "The  Objects  of  Coin  Collecting,"  was 
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deemed  of  such  importance  that  it  was  reprinted 
in  the  official  journal  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association,  The  Numismatist,  in  1905.  Virgil 
Brand  related  that  collecting  provided  many 
rewards,  including  not  only  the  obvious  aspects 
of  amusement  and  passing  hours  in  a  pleasurable 
manner,  but  also  the  gaining  of  knowledge  per¬ 
taining  to  history,  art,  archaeology,  iconography, 
and  other  disciplines. 

Those  engaged  in  numismatic  research,  Edgar 
H.  Adams  prominent  among  them,  came  to 
Brand's  seven-room  apartment,  located  above  his 
office  in  the  Brand  Company  brewery  in  Chicago, 
to  discuss  coins,  examine  specimens,  and  to  gain 
knowledge.  It  is  a  tribute  to  the  Chicago  collector 
that  Adams  wrote  that  certain  counterfeits  were 
so  sophisticated  that  he  would  not  have  been  able 
to  have  distinguish  them  had  not  Virgil  Brand 
pointed  out  their  salient  features.  Others  came  to 
Chicago  to  sell  coins.  Henry  Chapman  made 
regular  visits,  Leonard  Forrer  (of  Spink  &  Son, 
London)  came  often,  Schulman  sent  emissaries 
twice  yearly,  and  others  beat  a  path  to  his  door. 
Theophile  E.  Leon,  a  Chicago  dealer  with  whom 
Virgil  Brand  entered  into  a  business  partnership, 
the  Chicago  Coin  Company,  from  1907  through 
1914,  was  dispatched  to  many  distant  cities  to  at¬ 
tend  auctions,  negotiate  the  purchase  of  prized 
pieces,  and  even  to  acquire  intact  collections,  with 
Virgil  Brand  paying  all  of  the  expenses  involved. 

Among  the  properties  acquired  en  bloc  were 
specialized  segments  of  collections  formed  by  Carl 
Wurtzbach,  Thomas  Hall,  the  Grand  Duke 
Mikhailovitch,  Count  Ferrari,  and  several  others. 
Each  piece,  whether  it  was  the  result  of  an  in¬ 
dividual  purchase  or  was  acquired  as  part  of  a 
large  collection,  was  carefully  studied  and  entered 
in  a  series  of  mammoth  journals. 

In  June  1926  Virgil  Brand  died,  thus  ending  the 
collecting  career  of  the  gentleman  who  was 
described  later  as  "the  greatest  coin  collector  who 
ever  lived."  In  The  Numismatist  the  following 
words  were  printed: 

"The  death  of  Virgil  M.  Brand  of  Chicago 
removes  from  the  numismatic  field  an  active  and 
one  of  the  largest,  if  not  the  largest,  collectors  in 
the  United  States.  Others  have  been  given  greater 
prominence  and  enjoyed  a  wider  acquaintance 
among  collectors  than  Mr.  Brand,  and  other  col¬ 
lections  have  more  frequently  been  referred  to  and 


discussed  than  his,  but  the  statement  that  he  had 
brought  together  the  greatest  number  of  coins, 
representing  the  greatest  value,  in  a  collection 
owned  by  an  individual,  in  this  country  or  in  the 
world,  will  perhaps  go  unchallenged. 

"For  years  it  has  been  said  by  other  collectors 
that  'Brand  has  everything.'  Of  course,  this  is  a 
slight  exaggeration,  because  since  this  was  first  said 
of  him  he  has  continued  to  add  to  his  collection. 
But  it  was  seldom  a  dealer  could  offer  him  a  coin 
of  which  he  did  not  own  a  duplicate.  His  special¬ 
ty  was  the  numismatic  field — ancient,  medieval, 
and  modern... 

"Mr.  Brand  was  a  bachelor  and  a  man  of 
wealth.  With  him,  to  desire  a  coin  was  to  own  it 
if  it  could  be  purchased,  no  matter  what  the  degree 
of  rarity  or  its  price.  He  was  a  student  of  coins 
as  well.  Naturally  with  such  a  broad  field  for  his 
studies,  he  could  not  be  so  well  posted  in  all  classes 
and  series  of  coins  as  a  specialist  who  devotes  all 
his  time  to  a  single  series  or  class.  But  for  general 
numismatic  knowledge,  few  collectors  were  bet¬ 
ter  posted." 

Following  Virgil's  death,  his  two  brothers,  Ar- 
min  and  Horace,  became  the  heirs  to  his  vast 
numismatic  properties.  The  next  several  years 
were  spent  in  an  effort  to  ascertain  the  scope  of 
what  they  had.  Certified  public  accountants  were 
enlisted  to  calculate  the  cost,  which  eventually  was 
determined  to  be  in  the  millions  of  dollars.  At¬ 
tempts  were  made  to  sell  the  collection  intact,  in¬ 
cluding  to  a  benefactor  who  would  display  it  in 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  but  such  efforts  were 
in  vain.  The  immense  holdings  were  greater  in 
value  than  the  inventories  of  all  the  world's  dealers 
combined,  and  the  value  of  the  collection  would 
have  exceeded  that  of  all  other  numismatic  tran¬ 
sactions  for  a  period  of  many  years. 

Finally,  beginning  in  1932  and  1933,  Henry 
Chapman  and  Burdette  G.  Johnson,  prominent 
dealers,  were  hired  to  appraise  the  collection  and 
divide  it  into  two  parts.  Dispersal  commenced, 
with  the  initial  activity  being  the  purchase  by  B. 
Max  Mehl  of  certain  currency.  Through  con¬ 
signments  and  direct  sales  thousands  of  coins  were 
dispersed  to  dealers  and  collectors  in  all  parts  of 
the  world.  Eventually,  Horace  Brand  became  a 
dealer  and  advertised  as  such  in  various 
numismatic  publications,  enlisting  Michael  B.  Zed- 
dies,  his  grandson,  as  a  helper. 
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Armin  Brand  sold  pieces  on  a  consignment 
basis,  mainly  through  Burdette  G.  Johnson,  who 
from  his  St.  Louis  premises  in  turn  reconsigned 
(with  Armin's  knowledge)  pieces  to  many  others. 
From  time  to  time  gifts  of  coins  were  made  to  his 
only  child,  his  daughter  Jane.  Following  Armin's 
death  in  1946,  the  remaining  coins  passed  to  his 
widow,  Frieda,  and  to  his  daughter.  From  then  un¬ 
til  about  1960,  dispersals  were  made  through 
various  dealers,  primarily  New  Netherlands  Coin 
Company.  Then  his  daughter,  Jane  Brand  Allen, 
terminated  sales  and  stored  the  remaining  coins, 
amounting  to  slightly  over  20,000  items,  in  several 
bank  vaults,  where  they  remained  until  her  death 
in  1981. 

Following  an  appraisal  by  David  E.  Tripp  and 
Donald  Crowther,  an  executor  of  the  estate,  the 
Morgan  Guaranty  Trust  Company,  New  York, 
under  the  direction  of  Norman  W.  Neubauer, 
designated  that  the  coins  be  sold  at  auction. 
Sotheby  Parke  Bernet  was  designated  to  sell  the 
world  and  ancient  coins,  amounting  to  approx¬ 
imately  19,000  pieces,  while  the  North  American 


issues,  which  comprised  approximately  3,000 
pieces,  were  consigned  to  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries. 

Two  auction  sales  were  planned  by  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries,  of  which  the  present  catalogue 
represents  the  first  installment.  The  remaining 
pieces,  representing  the  only  intact  segment  of 
United  States  coins  still  remaining  in  the  Brand 
family,  comprise  an  interesting  and  numismatical- 
ly  significant  variety  of  issues,  ranging  from  in¬ 
comparable  rarities  which  have  not  been  offered 
for  many  decades  to  average  pieces  which  can  find 
a  place  in  the  collection  of  the  enthusiast  with  a 
modest  budget.  Literally,  the  present  offerings  con¬ 
tain  something  for  everyone. 

Note:  The  book,  "Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era, " 
from  which  the  preceding  is  excerpted,  is  available 
from  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  for  $29  postpaid. 

Its  248  pages  tell  of  Virgil  Brand's  collecting  ex¬ 
periences,  the  era  in  which  he  lived  and  enjoyed  coins, 
and  the  fascinating  story  of  the  dispersal  of  his  estate. 

■  Included  are  many  color  illustrations. 
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Another  fine  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  auction  is  about  to  begin. 


Session  One 

(United  States  Coins) 

Monday  Evening,  November  7,  7:00  p.m.  Sharp. 

Lots  1-417 


Gold  Dollars 


The  following  offering  of  gold  dollars  from  the  Virgil 
Brand  Collection  is  remarkable  for  its  quality  and  for  the 
rarities  it  contains.  To  be  sure,  there  are  a  number  of  lesser 
grade  pieces,  especially  among  earlier  years,  but  these  are 
more  than  balanced  by  multiple  offerings  of  such  dates  as 
1863,  1864,  the  highly  prized  1875,  and  an  illustrious  group 
of  the  low-mintage  pieces  toward  the  end  of  the  series.  Add¬ 
ing  to  the  quality  of  the  offering  are  numerous  distinguished 
pedigrees.  Included  are  gold  dollars  purchased  by  Virgil 
Brand  from  DeWitt  Smith,  Carl  Wurtzbach,  Thomas  L. 
Elder,  Lyman  H.  Low,  B.  Max  Mehl,  and  other  notables  of 
the  era  in  which  he  collected. 

A  brief  history  of  the  gold  dollar  denomination  may  be 
of  interest  to  our  readers.  Although  coins  of  this  denomina¬ 
tion  were  privately  produced  by  Christopher  Bechtler  in 
1832,  it  was  not  until  1849  that  the  first  federal  issues  ap¬ 
peared.  From  then  until  1889,  three  major  design  types  were 
produced,  all  by  engraver  James  B.  Longacre.  The  first,  the 
so-called  Type  I,  minted  from  1849  through  1854,  features 
a  design  copied  from  the  obverse  of  the  1849  double  eagle. 
The  small  diameter  of  13  millimeters  was  the  cause  for  com¬ 
plaint  by  the  public,  with  the  result  that  beginning  with  the 
Type  II  design,  produced  from  1854  through  1856,  the  width 
was  increased  to  15  millimeters.  The  obverse  of  the  Type 
II  design  features  the  petite  head  of  an  Indian  princess,  set 
in  a  plain  field  as  in  a  cameo.  The  reverse  is  similar  to  that 
used  earlier  on  the  1856  flying  eagle  cent  and  features  an 
agricultural  wreath.  Interestingly,  the  reverse  of  the  $3 
denomination,  first  instituted  in  1854,  is  somewhat  similar. 

The  Type  II  design  proved  difficult  to  strike  up  properly. 
The  metal  movement  required  to  fill  the  deep  recesses  in  the 
die  for  the  obverse  portrait  was  such  that  it  was  not  possi¬ 
ble  to  strike  the  date  numerals  sharply,  for  the  digits  were 
opposite  in  the  die  from  the  deepest  parts  of  the  head  motif. 
The  result  was  a  characteristic  light  striking  of  the  central 
two  of  the  four  date  numerals.  To  correct  this,  in  1856  the 
Type  III  design  appeared.  The  portrait  on  the  obverse  was 
considerably  enlarged  and  was  executed  in  lower  relief.  The 
reverse  also  was  altered  slightly.  The  third  design  in  the  series 
was  continued  through  1889. 

At  the  outset  of  the  gold  dollars  series  it  was  anticipated 
that  the  denomination  would  be  very  useful  in  commerce. 
And,  indeed,  quantities  minted  were  generous  through  the 
mid-1850s.  By  the  advent  of  the  Civil  War,  gold  dollars  were 


struck  in  much  smaller  quantities.  The  conflict  between  the 
North  and  the  South  resulted  in  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  the  Treasury,  with  the  result  that  those  minted 
from  the  early  1860s  through  the  mid-1870s  were  either  kept 
by  the  government  or  were  sent  overseas  to  settle  interna¬ 
tional  transactions.  With  the  notable  exception  of  the  years 
1873  and  1874,  gold  dollars  after  1862  were  minted  in  very 
small  quantities.  The  nadir  came  in  1875,  when  just  20 
Proofs  and  400  business  strikes  were  produced.  The  pub¬ 
lished  low  mintage  figures  of  gold  dollars  of  the  late  1870s 
and  early  1880s  attracted  the  attention  of  numismatists,  with 
the  result  that  a  lively  trade  in  these  ensued.  T.  Harrison 
Garrett,  the  Baltimore  collector,  was  among  those  fascinated 
by  the  small  production  quantities.  He  acquired  numerous 
duplicates  of  certain  dates.  It  has  been  said  that  Virgil 
Brand's  collecting  interest,  which  began  in  a  substantial  way 
in  1889,  was  inspired  by  the  discontinuation  of  the  $1 
denomination  and  the  related  $3  pieces  that  year. 

Gold  dollars  have  long  been  favorites  with  numismatists. 
The  combination  of  attractive  designs,  low  mintages,  and 
a  continuous  issuance  makes  a  display  of  these  very 
beautiful. 


1  1849-0  Open  wreath  (as  always).  Choice  VF-30.  Three  scarcely 
noticeable  field  marks  between  the  fourth  and  fifth  stars  serve  to 
hallmark  this  coin  as  does  a  tiny  area  of  discoloration  at  the  reverse 
wreath  bow. 

2  1850  VF-20. 

Note:  Virgil  Brand  had  a  strong  interest  in  gold  dollars.  His  ledgers 
record  the  purchase  of  many  miscellaneous  lots  and  groups  of  these, 
one  of  which  undoubtedly  was  the  source  for  this  1850— one  of  the 
more  common  issues. 

3  1851-0  F-15.  Although  290,000  pieces  were  struck  of  this  New  Orleans 
Mint  issue,  examples  in  higher  grades  are  quite  elusive.  The  present 
specimen  represents  about  the  average  type  of  issue  encountered.  As 
observed  in  the  footnote  to  the  preceding  lot,  Virgil  Brand  often  ac¬ 
quired  gold  dollars  in  groups.  The  present  example  undoubtedly  was 
from  such  a  source. 
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4  1852  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  prooflike.  A  superb,  glittering 
showpiece  which  was  designated  as  a  "semi-Proof"  by  B.  Max  Mehl 
over  a  half  century  ago.  Perhaps  the  finest  business  strike  in  existence; 
certainly  we  have  never  seen  a  finer  one.  It  is  significant  to  mention 
that  the  Louis  Eliasberg  Collection  example  sold  by  us  at  auction  in 
November  1982  was  AU-55. 

The  present  coin  is  sharply  and  exquisitely  struck  on  both  the 
obverse  and  reverse  and  possesses  a  prooflike  surface  intermingled 
with  tiny  hints  of  mint  frost.  As  typical  business  strikes  possess  deeply 
frosted  mint  lustre,  it  is  logical  to  presume  that  this  coin  was  a  presen¬ 
tation  piece  of  some  type,  probably  for  an  occasion  whose  significance 
has  been  lost  in  the  sands  of  time. 

In  today's  market  there  is  a  strong  demand  for  coins  of  extraor¬ 
dinary  quality.  This  prize  gold  dollar,  an  equal  to  which  may  not 
be  offered  for  many  decades,  should  attract  wide  attention. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl's  sale  of  the  H.E.  Rawson  and  A.  deYoanna 
collections,  December  12,  1922,  Lot  9.  As  noted  in  the  preceding  text, 
the  cataloguer  described  it  as  a  "semi-Proof. "  Brand  inventory  No. 
125,162. 

5  1853  AU-50.  Exceedingly  sharply  struck  and  with  a  wealth  of  design 
detail  on  the  obverse  and  reverse.  Nearly  all  of  the  original  mint  lustre 
is  still  present. 

Struck  from  a  shattered  obverse  die  (not  recorded  by  Walter  Breen 
in  his  monograph.  Major  Varieties  of  United  States  Cold  Dollars). 
Extending  from  the  rim  and  encompassing  the  first  star  (and  barely 
touching  the  13th)  is  a  prominent  diebreak.  This  section  was  about 
to  fall  away  from  the  die,  with  the  result  that  the  field  of  the  coin 
is  elevated  in  the  rim  area  within  the  break.  Obviously,  few  if  any 
coins  could  have  been  produced  after  this  one  was  struck.  A  web  of 
arc-like  die  breaks  connects  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  stars  with 
the  border,  with  additional,  although  almost  subliminal,  breaks  ob¬ 
servable  among  other  stars. 

6  1853-0  Very  Fine-20. 

Choice  1854  Type  I  Gold  Dollar 


7  1854  Type  I.  Last  year  of  the  design  type  featuring  the  obverse  por¬ 
trait  of  Liberty  modeled  after  the  contempory  double  eagle.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  A  sharply  struck  and  very  beautiful 
coin.  On  the  reverse  a  prominent  diebreak  connects  the  left  side  of 
the  wreath  with  the  bottom  of  IT  in  UNITED,  a  very  unusual  loca¬ 
tion  for  such  a  feature  (normally  a  diebreak  involves  a  crack  or  a 
chip  extending  from  the  edge;  the  present  break  is  actually  a  piece 
out  of  the  die,  without  a  crack.) 

8  1854  Type  I.  Choice  AU-55.  Sharply  struck  and  with  much  lustre. 
From  the  same  reverse  die  as  preceding,  with  the  break  just  begin¬ 
ning  to  develop. 

9  1854  Type  II.  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60.  An  attractive  specimen 
of  the  first  year  of  the  second  design  type  of  the  series.  Frosty  sur¬ 
faces  with  light  toning  in  the  field.  Like  the  other  Brand  Collection 
coins,  this  is  a  pristine  piece  which  has  never  been  cleaned  or  dipped 
(dipping  would  make  it  fully  brilliant). 


As  noted  in  the  introduction  to  the  present  denomination,  the  Type 
II  design  features  an  Indian  princess  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse,  which 
matches  that  on  the  $3  gold  piece  of  the  same  year,  was  inspired  by 
the  1856  flying  eagle  cent  and  depicts  an  agricultural  wreath. 

Note:  The  preceding  piece  is  not  needle-sharp  in  its  detail  but  is 
far,  far  above  average.  The  following  lot,  an  1855,  is  more  typical 
from  the  viewpoint  of  definition. 

10  1855  Another  coin  from  the  popular  and  scarce  Type  II  years.  Choice 

Very  Fine-30.  Lightly  struck  at  the  center  of  the  reverse,  as  usual.  An 
attractive  piece  with  a  whisper  of  toning. 


11  1855  Another  popular  Type  II  gold  dollar.  Very  Fine-20  or  finer.  Con¬ 
siderable  original  mint  lustre  still  remains.  More  sharply  struck  than 
the  preceding. 

12  1855  A  third  example  of  the  popular  Type  II  design.  Very  Fine-20 
or  slightly  finer.  An  above  average  strike,  but  with  some  lightness 
of  impression  at  the  tops  of  the  central  two  date  digits. 


13  1855  Still  another  Type  II  gold  dollar.  Very  Fine-20  with  many  claims 
to  Choice  VF-30.  With  light  toning  (such  as  is  seldom  seen  on  gold 
coins  offered  on  today's  market,  due  to  the  penchant  for  cleaning). 
Very  sharply  struck,  unusual  for  the  year. 

14  1855  A  final  specimen  of  this  popular  Type  II  issue.  Fine-12.  Lightly 
struck  around  the  periphery  of  the  obverse,  but,  curiously,  sharply 
struck  at  the  centers — the  opposite  of  the  usual  situation! 

Note:  With  Virgil  Brand,  one  of  a  given  issue  is  nice,  two  were  nicer, 
three  were  even  better,  and  a  whole  group  was  best!  Had  Virgil  lived 
to  the  present  day  he,  no  doubt,  would  have  been  pleased  to  see  pieces 
which  he  hoarded  in  quantity  offered  singly  to  appreciative  collectors. 

15  1856  slanting  5.  First  year  of  the  Type  III  design.  Extremely  Fine-40 
but  with  numerous  tiny  marks  on  the  reverse  near  the  last  digit  of 
the  date.  With  some  original  mint  lustre. 

16  1856  slanting  5.  Very  Fine-20.  Lightly  toned.  A  few  small  marks. 

17  1856  slanting  5.  A  third  example.  Good-4  to  VG-8.  One  of  the  lowest- 
grade  specimens  known  of  this  issue;  perhaps  a  fitting  interlude— the 
quiet  before  the  storm — before  numerous  lots  in  the  sale,  soon  to  come, 
with  low  mintages  and  high  grades.  If  anything,  the  present  coin  at¬ 
tests  to  Virgil  Brand's  cosmopolitan  interests!  And,  it  is  significant 
to  note  that  Virgil  appreciated  coins  with  stories  to  tell — coins  which 
had  been  places  and  had  done  things. 


18  1857  MS-63  to  MS-65.  Sharp  and  frosty. 

Although  774,789  were  minted,  ostensibly  qualifying  1857  as  a 
"common  date,"  in  Uncirculated  grade  the  issue  is  very  elusive.  In 
his  book  United  States  Gold  Coins,  An  Analysis  of  Auction  Records, 
Gold  Dollars,  David  Akers  notes:  "As  a  date,  the  1857  is  one  of  the 
more  common  gold  dollars;  however,  really  Choice  Uncirculated 
specimens  are  surprisingly  difficult  to  obtain..."  He  goes  on  to  note 
that  among  the  192  auction  catalogues  surveyed,  just  25  pieces  describ¬ 
ed  as  "Uncirculated"  were  located.  Many  of  these  citations  represent 
sales  of  years  ago,  when  grading  standards  were  much  looser  than 


Superb  Prooflike  1852 
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they  are  now.  As  any  student  of  past  sales  knows,  it  is  often  the  in¬ 
stance  that  pieces  described  as  "Uncirculated"  10  or  20  years  ago  may 
only  deserve  the  AU  classification  today.  Thus,  even  the  modest 
number  of  25  Uncirculated  coins  is  optimistic. 


19  1857  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  but  with  a  number  of  plan- 

chet  striations  or  adjustment  marks,  or  parallel  file  lines  in  the  plan- 
chet,  which  are  unusual  among  gold  dollars  of  this  era.  The  present 
piece  displays  one  fine  such  line  on  the  obverse  and  a  series  of  lines 
near  the  bottom  center  of  the  reverse.  Otherwise  sharp  and  very,  very 
frosty.  Scarce.  A  coin  w'hich  probably  should  be  examined  by  the 
prospective  bidder  as  no  two  pairs  of  eyes  can  appraise  the  financial 
impact  of  the  adjustment  marks  in  the  same  manner. 


20  1861  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Sharply  struck  and  very 

frosty.  A  magnifying  glass  reveals  so-called  clash  marks,  which  were 
caused  by  the  dies  coming  together  earlier  without  an  intervening  plan- 
chet.  In  the  present  instance  the  result  is  most  curious,  and  a  generous 
part  of  the  word  LIBERTY  can  be  found  on  the  reverse  to  the  lower 
right  of  the  datel  A  piece  which  w'ill  be  appreciated  by  the  gold  dollar 
specialist  as  an  unusual  variety  while  at  the  same  time  the  type  col¬ 
lector  will  recognize  this  as  a  candidate  to  illustrate  the  1856-1889 
design. 


21  1861  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  Like  the  preceding  coin, 

the  dies  show'  clash  marks,  and  like  the  precedmg  coin  the  word  LIBER¬ 
TY  is  visible  on  the  reverse.  But,  examination  with  a  magnifying  glass 
reveals  that  the  alignment  of  the  clash  marks  is  slightly  different,  in¬ 
dicating  that  another  pair  of  dies  w'as  used.  Attractive  and  interesting! 


22  1862  AU-55.  Exceptionally  sharply  struck  and  with  a  wealth  of  minute 
detail.  Perhaps  struck  from  Proof  dies  but  using  a  regular  planchet 
and  a  regular  production  press. 

23  1862  Choice  AU-55.  Much  original  mint  lustre. 

24  1862  AU-50,  with  much  mint  lustre  still  remaining.  Some  light  toning. 

25  1862  AU-50.  Virtually  a  perfect  match  appearance-w'ise  to  the 
preceding  coin. 

26  1862  AU-50.  A  third  example  in  this  grade. 

27  1862  Choice  EF-45.  The  final  specimen  of  this  Civil  War  issue. 


CONSIGN  TO  US 

We  are  now  planning  our  next  auction  sale.  Contact  Karl  Hirtzinger,  Manager 
of  our  Axiction  Department,  today  and  he  will  furnish  you  with  complete  details. 
Let  our  success  be  your  success!  We  hold  nine  of  the  top  ten  world's  record  auction 
prices  (including  the  most  valuable  coin  ever  sold),  and  42  of  the  top  50.  No  other 
firm  has  come  even  remotely  close  to  matching  our  accomplishment.  Thinking  of  selling) 
Contact  Karl  Hirtzinger  today  at  (603)  569-5095,  and  he  will  be  delighted  to  give 
you  full  details. 


Rare  1863  Proof  Gold  Dollar 


28  1863  Brilliant  Proof.  A  very  difficult  coin  to  precisely  grade,  for,  osten¬ 

sibly,  the  piece  merits  the  Proof-63  or  even  Proof-65  designation,  but 
there  is  a  small  carbon  streak  (in  the  planchet)  in  front  of  the  nose 
on  the  obverse  and  traces  of  carbon  at  the  left  obverse  and  left  reverse 
rims.  Here  is  a  piece  which  should  be  examined  prior  to  bidding  as 
it  is  difficult  to  describe  in  print,  and  no  two  view'ers  will  perceive 
the  value  to  be  the  same  amount. 

1863  is  one  of  the  most  highly  prized  of  all  gold  dollar  dates.  Only 
6,250  business  strikes  were  minted  this  year,  plus  50  Proof  examples. 
It  is  quite  probable  that  as  many  as  half  of  the  Proofs  were  melted, 
for  today  examples  are  exceedingly  rare.  Walter  Breen  traces  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  just  six  specific  specimens.  Probably  fewer  than  a  dozen 
exist.  Significantly,  David  Akers  notes  that  "this  is  the  rarest 
Philadelphia  Mint  gold  dollar  of  the  1860s  and  also  the  rarest  gold 
dollar  in  Uncirculated  grade  after  1861.  As  a  date,  it  is  only  marginally 
less  rare  than  the  1875  but,  as  I  just  mentioned,  it  is  actually  more 
difficult  to  obtain  in  full  Mint  State  than  the  highly  regarded  1875." 
Uncirculated  pieces  are  great  rarities  (but  see  the  following  lot  for  the 
opportunity  to  bid  on  one),  the  general  unavailability  of  which  places 
an  additional  demand  on  the  few  remaining  Proofs.  While  David  Akers 
does  not  specifically  discuss  Proofs  in  his  text,  he  was  only  able  to 
trace  auction  records  of  13  examples,  a  figure  which  undoubtedly  in¬ 
cludes  a  number  of  duplications  as  well  as  impaired  pieces. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  purchased  intact  by  Virgil  Brand 
in  1908.  Interestingly,  New  Year's  Eve,  December  31,  1908,  was 
devoted  to  entering  the  Smith  Collection  purchases  in  his  coin 
journal — and  the  present  coin  was  included. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1863  Gold  Dollar 


29  1863  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  A  superb  specimen  of  this 

great  rarity.  A  virtually  flaw'less  coin  which  probably  could  even  merit 
the  Gem  Uncirculated,  MS-67  designation.  Sharply  struck  and  with 
frosty  fields.  Numerous  minute  parallel  die  striae  are  visible  as  on 
all  genuine  specimens  (the  dies  w'ere  not  completely  treated  prior  to 
use).  Examination  under  the  stereo  microscope  in  our  Research  Depart¬ 
ment  reveals  a  w'ealth  of  recutting  of  letters,  especially  at  the  center 
of  the  reverse. 

As  mentioned  under  our  description  of  the  preceding  lot,  the  1863 
gold  dollar  in  Uncirculated  grade  is  an  extreme  rarity.  The  number 
known  is  now'here  recorded.  Walter  Breen  observes  that  the  issue  is 
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very  rare  in  any  condition,  while  David  Akers  traces  just  a  dozen 
Uncirculated  pieces  (some  of  which  would  undoubtedly  grade  less  by 
today's  stronger  standards). 

Comparing  mintages  of  gold  dollars  on  an  absolute  basis  is  not 
meaningful,  for  it  was  not  until  the  late  1870s  that  low  mintages  cap¬ 
tured  the  fancy  of  collectors  and  investors.  In  1863,  in  the  height  of 
the  Civil  War,  the  mintage  went  unnoticed  by  numismatists.  It  is 
doubtful  if  even  a  single  piece  was  specifically  saved  by  a  collector 
at  or  near  the  time  of  issue.  Indeed,  such  pieces  were  not  released 
in  the  circulation  but  were  held  by  the  government  or  exported. 

We  believe  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  state  that  fewer  than  a  half  dozen 
sfjecimens  equal  to  the  present  coin  exist  in  all  of  numismatics.  A  rare, 
rare  prize,  and  certainly  one  of  the  highlights  of  the  present  gold  dollars 
from  the  Virgil  Brand  Collection. 


Superb  Uncirculated  1864  $1  Gold 


30  1864  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-67.  A  superb,  marvelous  ex¬ 

ample  of  this  prized  rarity.  Even  finer  than  the  superb  piece  in  the 
Louis  Eliasberg  Collection  (which  at  the  time  we  noted  as  the  finest 
we  had  seeni). 

Only  5,900  business  strikes  were  made  of  the  1864  gold  dollar.  At 
this  time  gold  was  selling  at  a  sharp  premium  in  relation  to  paper 
dollars,  and  domestic  specie  payments  were  suspended.  Like  the  1863 
business  strike  described  earlier,  the  1864  business  strike  issues  were 
unnoticed  by  numismatists  at  the  time  of  issue.  Had  a  numismatist 
desired  to  obtain  one  in  1864,  it  would  have  been  necessary  to  have 
paid  for  the  piece  at  the  Mint  in  gold  coins,  for  the  U.S.  government 
itself  w'ould  not  accept  its  own  paper  dollars  at  par!  A  collector  desiring 
an  1864  would  opt  for  a  Proof,  which  at  the  time  was  considered  to 
be  a  "better"  grade.  Today,  in  1983,  the  rarity  of  certain  business 
strikes— which,  unlike  Proofs,  survived  only  as  a  matter  of  chance — is 
appreciated  by  knowing  numismatists.  In  numerous  instances  business 
strikes  are  far  rarer  than  Proofs. 

Believed  to  have  been  obtained  from  DeWitt  Smith  in  1908.  Entered 
as  journal  No.  46,875  by  Virgil  Brand  on  New  Year's  Eve,  December 
31,  1908. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1864  Gold  Dollar 


31  1864  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Another  truly  superb  piece. 

We  would  unhesitatingly  grade  this  as  MS-67,  a  match  for  the 
preceding,  were  it  not  for  a  tiny  and  scarcely  noticeable  planchet  streak 
extending  through  the  nose  on  the  obverse.  Sharply  struck,  frosty, 
and  gorgeous.  Rare,  rare,  rare! 

Note:  It  is  perhaps  fitting  that  the  present  catalogue  of  Virgil  Brand's 
coins  have  not  one  example  of  a  rare  Uncirculated  1864  gold  dollar, 
but  three  of  them!  Here  is  a  coin  of  which  probably  no  more  than 
10  to  15  are  known  in  all  of  numismatics. 


Select  Uncirculated  1864  $1  Gold 


32  1864  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  Sharply  struck  and  very 

frosty.  Struck  from  clashed  dies,  with  evidence  of  the  word  LIBER¬ 
TY  subliminally  visible  below  the  date  on  the  reverse.  This  is  the  die 
described  by  David  Akers  on  page  70  of  his  reference  (whereas  the 
preceding  two  1864  dollars  in  the  present  offering  were  from  unclashed 
dies).  For  the  specialists  among  our  readers  we  note  that  on  the  obverse 
a  radial  crack  begins  at  the  rim  between  A  and  T  of  STATES  and 
terminates  at  the  edge  of  the  plumed  headdress. 

This  1864  gold  dollar,  if  appearing  in  an  ordinary  sale,  w'ould  cause 
great  attention.  Its  desirability  is  no  less  diminished  here,  especially 
w'hen  one  considers  that  when  the  Virgil  Brand  Collection  coins  are 
dispersed  no  equivalent  opportunity  will  ever  come  your  way  again. 
Virgil  Brand's  entire  collection,  if  kept  intact,  would  be  worth  hun¬ 
dreds  of  millions  of  dollars  today.  This  does  not  mean  that  if  you 
had  a  budget  of,  say,  $500,000,000  you  could  equal  his  coins,  for 
regardless  of  price  the  opportunities  which  Virgil  had  for  a  period 
of  nearly  40  years  simply  would  not  exist. 


Mint  State  1865  Gold  Dollar 


33  1865  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  A  lint  mark,  caused  at 

the  time  of  striking,  is  visible  on  the  obverse  and  extends  below  several 
letters,  beginning  at  the  rim  above  the  D  of  UNITED.  Some  die  striae, 
result  of  the  die  preparation  process,  are  visible,  as  usual.  Were  it 
not  for  the  lint  mark  we  would  be  tempted  to  call  this  MS-67. 

Walter  Breen  notes  that  one  pair  of  dies  was  used  to  strike  original 
pieces  (in  addition,  pieces  which  he  designates  as  restrikes,  struck  only 
in  Proof,  were  made  from  another  die).  "For  the  record"  we  note  that 
the  present  die,  the  original  die,  is  hallmarked  by  having  a  tiny  "island" 
to  the  right  of  the  numeral  6  in  the  date. 

The  number  of  Uncirculated  pieces  is  not  known,  but  an  estimate 
of  20  to  25  w'ould  probably  be  correct.  Interestingly,  this  coin 
catalogues  for  more  than  an  Uncirculated  1864,  a  rarer  coin,  in  the 
current  issue  of  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins.  The  reason 
for  mentioning  this  is  that  catalogue  values  are  not  necessarily  a  guide 
to  rarity,  and  many  sleepers  exist. 

In  absolute  terms  the  1865  gold  dollar  in  Uncirculated  grade  is  a 
major  rarity.  Like  the  issues  of  the  preceding  years,  specimens  were 
not  saved  at  the  time  by  collectors.  Even  the  greatest  cabinets  are  apt 
to  lack  an  example. 


THINKING  OF  SELLING? 

Thinking  of  selling?  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  stands  ready  to  include  your 
coins,  paper  money,  and  other  numismatic  material  in  one  of  our  forthcoming  auc¬ 
tions.  Your  material  will  be  presented  to  its  best  advantage  in  our  “grand  format” 
catalogue,  with  important  pieces  illustrated  and  described  in  detail. 

Thinking  of  selling?  Think  of  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries!  Contact  Karl  Hirt- 
zinger.  Managing  Director  of  our  Auction  Department,  for  complete  details. 


22 


Gem  Uncirculated  1868  $1  Gold 


Choice  Proof  1866  Gold  Dollar 


34  1866  Choice  Brilliant  Proof-65.  Although  mintage  records  indicate 

that  30  Proofs  were  struck,  it  is  doubtful  if  more  than  a  dozen  exist 
today.  Some  of  these  are  severely  impaired. 

The  1866  Proof  gold  dollar  is  doubly  desirable,  so  to  speak.  First, 
Proofs  are  rare  by  virtue  of  their  low  mintage  and  survival  rate.  Sec¬ 
ond,  only  7, 100  business  strikes  were  made,  resulting  in  Uncirculated 
pieces  being  rarities  in  their  own  right — thus  placing  an  additional 
demand  on  Proofs. 

A  marvelous  example  of  one  of  the  most  highly  prized  of  all 
American  gold  dollars. 

From  Carl  Wurtzbach,  of  Lee,  Massachusetts,  in  March  1919. 
Entered  as  journal  No.  91,934. 


Attractive  1867  $1  Gold 


35  1867  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63,  prooflike.  Possibly  a 

business  strike  made  from  Proof  dies.  The  surface  quite  closely 
resembles  a  Proof,  but  there  are  enough  tinges  of  mint  frost  and  suf¬ 
ficient  surface  marks  (although  the  marks  themselves  are  not  a 
definitive  attribution)  to  identify  this  as  a  piece  originally  made  for 
circulation. 

As  one  of  the  most  elusive  gold  dollars  of  the  era,  and  as  a  coin 
in  very  high  grade,  the  present  piece  should  attract  the  attention  of 
connoisseurs. 

From  DeWitt  Smith  in  1908.  Entered  by  Virgil  Brand  as  No.  46,878 
in  his  journal. 


Brilliant  Proof  1868  Gold  Dollar 


36  1868  Select  Brilliant  Proof-63.  We  would  grade  this  as  Choice  Proof-65 

were  it  not  for  a  tiny  carbon  mark  at  the  lower  right  of  the  reverse. 
A  glittering,  beautiful  example  of  this  issue.  With  the  reverse  die  in¬ 
verted,  as  normally  seen  (refer  to  David  Akers'  description  of  this 
feature). 

Probably  no  more  than  a  dozen  or  so  Proofs  exist  of  the  25  originally 
coined.  Indeed,  it  is  not  certain  that  all  25  were  ever  distributed.  On¬ 
ly  when  great  collections  come  on  the  market  does  the  opportunity 
to  bid  on  such  a  piece  arise.  Indeed,  opportunity  is  the  key  w'ord  for 
the  present  Virgil  Brand  Collection  offering. 

From  Carl  Wurtzbach  in  March  1919.  Inventory  No.  91,936. 


37  1868  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-67.  Some  hints  of  prooflike  sur¬ 

face.  Sharply  struck  and  very  beautiful.  With  the  dies  aligned  in  the 
normal  position  (as  usual  for  business  strikes;  Proofs  are  different, 
see  preceding  description). 

Mint  records  show  that  10,500  business  strikes  were  made.  As 
is  the  case  with  other  gold  dollars  of  this  era,  collectors  paid  little 
attention  to  them  as  Proofs  were  preferred.  Probably  no  more  than 
two  dozen  or  so  Uncirculated  coins  exist,  and  if  one  were  to  take  a 
census  of  MS-67  examples,  the  number  would  probably  be  reduced 
so  as  to  be  counted  on  the  fingers  of  one  hand.  A  simply  marvelous 
opportunity  for  the  numismatist  who  enjoys  coins  which  are  at  once 
beautiful  and  rare. 

Gem  Uncirculated  1869  Gold  Dollar 


38  1869  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-67.  A  superb  specimen  of  this 

rare  issue.  Just  5,900  business  strikes  were  made,  of  which  we  doubt 
more  than  a  half  dozen  exist  in  MS-67  preservation. 

Time  and  time  again  our  sales  of  outstanding  collections  have 
demonstrated  that  the  opportunity  is  sometimes  just  as  important  as 
the  coin.  No  matter  what  you  pay  for  this  1869  gold  dollar,  anyone 
wanting  to  buy  an  equivalent  piece  the  morning  after  probably  could 
not  do  so  at  tw'ice  the  price— unless,  of  course,  you  w’anted  to  take 
a  profit. 

Believed  to  have  been  purchased  from  Lyman  H.  Low  who  acted 
as  Virgil  Brand's  agent  in  Thomas  Elder's  sale  of  April  13,  1917  (Lot 
577).  This  was  the  auction  of  the  Henry  C.  Miller  Collection.  Entered 
as  Brand  inventory  No.  82,718. 


Choice  Proof  1870  Gold  Dollar 


39  1870  Choice  Brilliant  Proof-65.  One  of  only  35  Proofs  struck,  of  which 

no  more  than  a  dozen  or  so  are  believed  to  have  survived  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  time.  Of  those  surviving,  a  number  are  impaired  or  have  prob¬ 
lems  of  one  sort  or  another.  It  is  probably  correct  to  say  that  no  more 
than  a  half  dozen  could  match  the  piece  offered  here.  Again,  as  is 
so  true  of  nearly  all  the  rarities  in  the  present  catalogue,  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  is  very  important.  Whatever  you  pay,  undoubtedly  you  will 
have  something  w'hich  the  subsequent  enthusiast  will  not  be  able  to 
purchase  at  or  near  the  price  you  paid. 

Believed  to  have  been  obtained  from  W.P.  Brown  in  November 
1894,  one  of  Virgil  Brand's  relatively  early  purchases.  Listed  as  in¬ 
ventory  No.  12,708. 


MAIL  YOUR  BID  SHEET  EARLY! 
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Uncirculated  1872  $1  Gold 


40 


1870  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60.  Some  suggestions  of  prooflike  sur¬ 
face.  Sharply  struck.  One  of  perhaps  50  Uncirculated  pieces  known 
of  this  date.  Only  6,300  business  strikes  were  produced. 


41  1870  Choice  AU-55,  prooflike,  but  with  two  tiny  "X"  marks  on  the 

reverse  near  the  top  and  with  a  tiny  line  to  the  left  reverse  border. 

Uncirculated  1871  $1  Gold 


42  1871  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60,  with  features  which  would  cause 
many  (we  ourselves  are  tempted!)  to  designate  it  as  MS-63.  Some 
prooflike  surface.  Some  small  evidence  of  "light  striking"  at  the  two 
central  date  numerals  is  characteristic  of  the  issue  (refer  to  David  Akers' 
comments  on  page  78  of  his  book). 

One  of  only  a  few  dozen  pieces  known  to  exist. 

Note:  It  is  appropriate  at  this  point  to  note  that  the  term  "light  strike” 
or  "lightly  struck, "  frequently  used  in  numismatics,  is  a  misnomer. 
This  term  implies  that  softer  pressure  was  used  to  strike  pieces  which 
do  not  show  full  detail.  Actually,  the  pressure,  which  was  applied 
by  means  of  a  heavy  iron  flywheel  attached  to  an  eccentric  cam,  was 
constant  in  all  instances.  However,  when  the  dies  were  spaced  too 
far  apart,  even  ever  so  slightly,  the  metal  was  not  squeezed  into  the 
furthest  recesses.  The  same  result  would  be  obtained  by  correctly  spac¬ 
ed  dies  if  a  lightweight  planchet  were  used;  however,  in  the  instance 
of  gold  coins  this  happened  only  rarely.  The  closer  the  dies  were  spaced 
together,  the  more  metal  movement  there  was,  and  the  sharper  were 
the  coins  that  resulted  from  the  striking  process.  However,  closer  spac¬ 
ing  also  produced  accelerated  die  breakage  and  wear,  an  undesirable 
situation.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  United  States  Mint  at  the 
time  was  not  making  business  strikes  for  collectors  to  examine  with 
magnifying  glasses  but,  rather,  was  simply  concerned  with  stamping 
out  the  most  coins  with  the  least  amount  of  time  and  effort. 

43  1871  Choice  AU-55.  Prooflike.  Sharply  struck,  an  unusual  feature 
for  a  gold  dollar  of  this  year.  Scarce  as  a  date  and,  as  such,  highly 
desirable. 


Select  Proof  1872  Gold  Dollar 


44  1872  Select  Brilliant  Proof-63.  A  great  rarity  in  this  condition.  The 

specimen  we  sold  as  part  of  the  Louis  Eliasberg  Collection  was  Un¬ 
circulated,  indicating  that  Mr.  Eliasberg,  who  obtained  Proofs 
whenever  possible,  apparently  was  unable  to  locate  a  satisfactory 
specimen! 

Although  30  Proofs  were  struck,  it  is  not  at  all  certain  that  this 
many  were  distributed.  Probably  fewer  than  a  dozen  pieces  exist,  some 
of  which  have  considerable  problems.  David  Akers  is  only  able  to 
trace  the  auction  appearance  of  15  coins,  including  duplicate  offer¬ 
ings  of  the  same  pieces.  The  same  writer  observed,  "1  have  known 
many  gold  dollar  collectors  who  experience  considerable  difficulty 
when  attempting  to  locate  a  top  quality  1872."  He  further  noted  that 
"Except  for  the  1875  it  is  the  scarcest  date  after  1870  and  is  really  very 
rare  in  choice  condition." 

Again,  it  is  the  opportunity  which  is  important.  Many  of  the  greatest 
collections  ever  formed  lacked  a  Proof  1872  gold  dollar.  If  owning 
one  of  these  is  on  your  list  of  conquests  to  make,  consider  carefully 
the  present  offering. 


45  1872  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60,  if  not  even  finer.  Some  prooflike 
surface.  Sharply  struck.  As  reiterated  in  the  previous  description,  gold 
dollars  of  1872  are  especially  desirable.  Only  3,500  business  strikes 
were  made,  few  of  which  were  saved  by  collectors  at  the  time  of  issue. 
Probably  no  more  than  two  dozen  Uncirculated  coins  could  be  traced 
with  certainty  today,  and  even  this  estimate  may  be  on  the  optimistic 
side. 

46  1873  Open  3  in  date.  Choice  AU-55,  just  a  hair's  breadth  from  MS-60. 
If  such  a  grade  as  "AU-59"  existed  (which  it  doesn't),  we  would  call 
it  that. 

47  1873  Open  3.  Choice  AU-55.  Actually  a  better  description  would  be 
Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63,  but  with  a  few  light  pin  scratches 
on  the  obverse.  So,  it  does  not  conveniently  fit  into  any  single  grade 
slot.  Value-wise  it  is  probably  worth  an  AU-55  price.  Sharp  and  frosty. 

48  1873  Open  3.  Choice  AU-55.  Sharp,  lustrous,  attractive.  A  "nifty" 
specimen  of  a  circulated  1873  gold  dollar.  While  owning  Uncirculated 
and  Proof  pieces  is  very  desirable,  the  fact  remains  that  there  are  many 
nice  coins  which  possess  lustre  and  are  quite  attractive,  but  which 
do  not  fully  meet  the  higher  grades.  Often  they  can  be  obtained  for 
much  less  money. 

49  11873  Open  3.  Choice  AU-55.  Variety  with  LIBERTY  nearly  missing 
from  the  headband  (Walter  Breen  notes  this  was  probably  due  to  the 
hub)  and  with  a  vertical  line  on  Miss  Liberty's  neck. 

50  1874  Choice  AU-55. 


Gem  Prooflike  1875  Gold  Dollar 


51  1875  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-67,  prooflike.  Virtually  in¬ 

distinguishable  from  a  Proof,  the  only  significant  difference  being  a 
tiny  thornlike  projection  from  the  lower  jaw  into  the  field,  the  hallmark 
of  business  strikes  (per  Walter  Breen).  Earlier  considered  to  be  a  Proof, 
and  probably  still  identifiable  as  such  by  all  but  those  w'ho  take  out 
a  magnifying  glass  to  determine  the  aforementioned  characteristic. 
Sharply  struck  and  very  beautiful. 

The  1875  is  isolated  as  the  rarity  among  Philadelphia  Mint  gold 
dollars.  Only  400  business  strikes  plus  20  Proofs  were  coined,  resulting 
in  a  total  mintage  of  420,  far  and  away  the  tiniest  figure  of  the 
denomination. 

The  number  of  surviving  Proof  1875  gold  dollars  as  opposed  to 
Uncirculated  pieces  probably  will  never  be  untangled  with  certainty, 
for  over  the  years  most  Uncirculated  coins  (using  the  thornlike  pro¬ 
jection  as  an  identifying  mark)  have  been  catalogued  as  Proofs.  David 
Akers  identified  29  Proof  auction  appearances  and  just  5  Uncirculated 
appearances.  Writing  in  1964,  Walter  Breen  noted  that  "non-Proofs 
of  this  mintage  are  so  rare  that  their  genuineness  is  controversial." 
(By  the  way,  the  genuineness  of  the  present  specimen  is  not  controver¬ 
sial  and  is  guaranteed  by  the  cataloguer.)  Since  that  time  the  "state 
of  the  art"  has  progressed,  and  the  thornlike  hallmark  has  been  iden¬ 
tified  as  that  of  a  business  strike.  Still,  there  is  room  for  skepticism. 
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Perhaps  some  with  the  thornlike  projection  were  actually  sold  as 
Proofs.  It  seems  likely  that  more  Proofs  would  have  been  saved  than 
business  strikes  over  the  years.  The  true  situation  may  never  be  known. 
The  reader  is  referred  to  the  detailed  discussion  on  page  86  of  David 
Akers'  book  for  further  elucidation. 

Be  this  discussion  as  it  may,  the  presently  offered  coin  is  a 
remarkable  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur  to  acquire  a  landmark 
American  gold  rarity. 

Believed  to  have  been  purchased  from  J.W.  Scott  &  Company  in 
January  1895.  Brand  inventory  No.  13,295. 


Business  Strike  1875  Gold  Dollar 


52  1875  Choice  AU-55,  prooflike.  Here  is  an  unequivocable  business 

strike,  for  it  possesses  mint  lustre  in  addition  to  its  prooflike  surface. 
Just  the  tiniest  amount  of  friction  keeps  this  from  the  full  Uncirculated 
category.  It  is  sharp,  beautiful,  attractive,  and,  if  held  at  arm's  length, 
looks  quite  like  a  Proof.  It  has,  however,  the  thornlike  feature 
described  under  the  preceding  lot. 

For  a  catalogue  to  have  a  single  1875  gold  dollar  would  be 
remarkable.  Leave  it  to  Virgil  Brand  to  have  more  than  one! 

Believed  to  have  been  purchased  from  Herbert  in  1895.  Inventory 
No.  14,329.  _ 


Rare  1876  Proof  Gold  Dollar 


53  1876  Select  Brilliant  Proof-63.  A  beautiful  specimen  of  this  prime  rar¬ 

ity.  Most  of  the  important  gold  collections  auctioned  during  the  past 
half  century  have  lacked  an  example  of  this  issue. 

Mint  records  reveal  that  20  Proofs  were  struck  on  February  19th 
and  25  on  June  13th  (1876).  It  may  well  be  the  case  that  only  a  few 
more  than  20  were  actually  distributed,  for  today  we  estimate  that 
the  population  of  Proofs  is  somewhere  in  the  range  of  just  15  to  20 
coins.  Walter  Breen  estimates  the  number  at  two  dozen,  noting  that 
some  are  impounded  in  museums  and  that  others  are  dulled,  badly 
cleaned,  or  impaired.  The  number  of  surviving  pieces  equal  to  the 
presently  offered  example  may  be  fewer  than  10. 

David  Akers  notes  that  research  involving  the  rarity  of  Proofs  of 
this  date  is  complicated  by  the  persistent  offering  of  prooflike  Uncir¬ 
culated  pieces  under  the  Proof  label.  Walter  Breen  observes  that  Proof 
dies  have  certain  characteristics  (which  were  not  known  to  earlier 
cataloguers),  including  extra  outlines  on  UNI  and  other  obverse  let¬ 
ters,  a  die  file  mark  through  the  base  of  A  in  AMERICA,  and  others. 
The  presently  offered  piece  conforms  to  these  specifications. 

The  Proof  1876  gold  dollar  is  most  probably  a  sleeper,  for  true  Proof 
specimens  are  much,  much  rarer  than  the  literature  indicates. 

Believed  to  have  been  obtained  from  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection 
in  1908.  _ 


Choice  Uncirculated  1876  Gold  Dollar 


54  1876  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  David  Akers  notes  that, 

"The  1876  is  the  second  rarest  date  after  1875,"  a  tribute  to  the  elusive 
character  of  the  issue. 

Like  Lot  65  of  the  Louis  Eliasberg  Collection  and  like  the  plate  coin 
in  David  Akers'  book,  the  presently-offered  coin  displays  the  central 
tw'o  figures  lighter  than  the  outer  two. 

Only  3,200  business  strikes  were  made  of  the  1876  gold  dollar.  The 
survival  of  Uncirculated  pieces  is  a  matter  of  chance,  for  this  was  a 
few  years  before  the  gold  dollar  denomination  attracted  widespread 
interest  among  collectors,  dealers,  and  investors.  In  our  offering  of 
the  Eliasberg  Collection  we  noted  that  "It  is  doubtful  if  more  than 
a  dozen  or  two  Choice  Uncirculated  coins  could  be  traced  with  cer¬ 
tainty  today,"  a  statement  which  still  stands.  The  fact  that  the  pres¬ 
ent  Brand  Collection  offering  contains  multiple  Mint  State  coins  sim¬ 
ply  is  indicative  of  the  unique  efforts  of  the  person  who  has  been  styled 
as  "the  world's  greatest  coin  collector."  Once  these  pieces  are  sold, 
a  similar  opportunity  will  never  recur. 


Another  Choice  1876  Gold  Dollar 


55  1876  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  prooflike.  From  the  same 

dies  as  the  preceding,  but  with  the  two  central  figures  bolder — 
probably  due  to  a  microscopic  adjustment  in  die  spacing.  As  such, 
very  unusual.  An  examination  under  magnification  of  the  various 
business  strike  1876  gold  dollars  shown  here  reveal  that  they  are  all 
from  the  same  reverse  die,  but  the  obverses  are  with  a  number  of  varia¬ 
tions  from  coin  to  coin.  The  reverse  die  is  characterized  by  several 
features,  including  recutting  to  the  right  side  of  the  letters  OLL  of 
DOLLAR,  and  a  tiny  connection  between  the  knob  of  the  6  to  the 
curve  below. 

We  repeat  David  Akers'  notation  that  the  1876  gold  dollar  is  the 
second  rarest  [Philadelphia  Mint]  date  after  1875.  Only  when  great 
collections  are  sold  does  the  opportunity  to  acquire  one  occur.  Another 
outstanding  opportunity. 

Another  Rare  1876  Gold  Dollar 


56  1876  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  With  sharply  impressed  date 

numerals  on  the  reverse.  Some  prooflike  surface.  Another  sp)ecimen 
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Prooflike  1877  Gold  Dollar 


of  a  classic  rarity  among  American  gold  dollars.  If  offered  alone — 
and  not  in  the  illustrious  surrounding  of  Virgil  Brand's  coins— this 
particular  coin  would  be  a  highlight  of  any  auction.  The  importance 
is  no  less  diminished  today.  As  we  have  said  numerous  times,  the 
opportunities  offered  now  may  never  be  repeated. 

Prooflike  1876  Gold  Dollar 


57  1876  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60,  prooflike.  Another  splendid 

specimen — more  gilding  on  the  lily  of  the  present  offering,  which  by 
any  characterization  must  be  rated  as  outstanding.  Again  we  men¬ 
tion  that  the  1876  is  second  only  to  the  1875  in  terms  of  rarity. 


58  1876  Choice  AU-55,  prooflike.  The  final  1876  gold  dollar  offered  in 

the  present  catalogue,  and  the  termination  an  offering  which  will  be 
forever  remembered  by  specialists  in  the  gold  dollar  series! 


Choice  Prooflike  1877  $1  Gold 


59  1877  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  prooflike.  A  glittering, 

superb  specimen  of  one  of  the  most  desired  issues  in  the  series.  Just 
3,900  business  strikes  w'ere  made.  P.robably  no  more  than  a  few  dozen 
exist  today  in  condition,  comparable  to  the  one  offered  here.  It  has 
been  popular  in  the  past  to  designate  similar  prooflike  pieces  as  Proofs, 
as  David  Akers  explains  on  page  88  of  his  gold  dollar  reference.  In 
his  1964  monograph  on  the  subject,  Walter  Breen  noted  that  the  1877 
gold  dollar  is  "very  rare  in  all  grades"  and  was  more  elusive  than  the 
next  several  dates. 

Believed  to  have  been  obtained  from  Lyman  H.  Low  who  acted 
as  Virgil  Brand's  agent  in  the  United  States  Coin  Company  sale  of 
the  Robert  L.  Moore  Collection,  February  20,  1917,  where  the  piece 
appeared  as  Lot  522. 


Mint  State  1877  Gold  Dollar 


60  1877  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  This  piece  probably  fully 

qualifies  as  MS-65,  but  it  was  not  struck  with  care  or  precision  (nor 
is  there  any  particular  reason  why  it  should  have  been),  with  the  result 
that  there  is  some  graininess  in  the  field,  visible  under  magnification. 
All  in  all,  however,  it  is  quite  an  attractive  specimen  of  this  highly 
prized  issue. 


61  1877  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60,  prooflike.  Some  very  minor  con¬ 

tact  marks  keep  this  from  the  MS-63  or  MS-65  classification,  but  all 
in  all  it  certainly  is  an  attractive  and  desirable  piece.  A  cameo  exam¬ 
ple  of  one  of  the  most  highly  desired  dates  among  gold  dollars. 


62  1877  Choice  AU-55,  prooflike.  A  tiny  curved  line  in  the  field,  visible 

under  magnification,  to  the  left  and  below'  of  U  in  UNITED  serves 
to  identify  the  piece.  A  final  offering  in  the  present  catalogue  of  one 
of  the  most  desired  gold  dollar  issues. 


63  1878  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60,  prooflike.  A  sparkling  specimen 

of  this  scarce  date.  One  of  just  3,000  business  strikes  minted.  Noted 
as  "very  rare"  by  Walter  Breen.  Pieces  w'ith  similar  prooflike  surfaces 
have  been  catalogued  as  Proofs  in  numerous  past  instances,  a  situa¬ 
tion  discussed  by  both  Breen  and  Akers.  A  sparkling  beauty! 


64  1878  Choice  AU-55,  prooflike.  Just  a  w'hisper  aw'ay  from  full  Uncir¬ 

culated  status,  a  light  toning  area  is  near  the  center  of  the  obverse. 
A  pleasing  specimen  of  this  low'  mintage  date. 


65  1879  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  A  superb  specimen  of  one 

of  the  lowest  mintage  issues  in  the  series;  just  3,000  were  struck.  Rarity 
is  a  question  of  semantics,  as  illustrated  by  Walter  Breen's  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  issue  as  "very  rare"  and  David  Akers'  view'  of  the  issue 
being  "moderately  scarce." 

1879  seems  to  have  marked  about  the  beginning  of  the  interest  in 
gold  dollars  on  the  part  of  collectors  and  others  w'ho  w'ere  attracted 
by  the  low  mintages.  It  is  probably  reasonable  to  assume  that  of  the 
3,000  business  strikes  made,  at  least  several  hundred  were  set  aside 
at  or  near  the  time  of  issue.  Indeed,  David  Akers  traces  the  auction 
appearance  of  66  examples  which,  netting  out  duplication,  probably 
equates  to  perhaps  40  to  50  different  coins.  As  auction  sales  only  repre¬ 
sent  a  part  of  total  numismatic  activity,  it  would  be  reasonable  to 
assume  that  100  or  more  examples  have  changed  hands  in  recent 
decades.  Still,  in  comparison  to  the  total  numismatic  interest  in  the 
United  States,  the  tantalizing  appeal  of  the  low  mintage  figure  of  the 
1879  year,  the  possibility  of  including  this  as  part  of  a  gold  type  set, 
and  other  considerations,  the  demand  for  such  coins  far  exceeds  the 
modest  supply. 


66  1879  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  prooflike.  A  close  match 

for  the  preceding  coin.  A  tiny  area  of  almost  invisible  toning  is  in 
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the  obverse  field,  probably  a  water  spot  (and  probably  removable) 
is  mentioned.  A  cameo-like  example  of  this  highly  desired  low  mint¬ 
age  gold  dollar  issue. 


67  1879  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  prooflike.  Another 

outstanding  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur. 


68  1879  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63,  prooflike,  wnth  claims  to 
MS-65.  Just  a  tiny  consideration  removed  from  full  MS-65  status — 
and  w'e  fear  that  we  may  be  too  conservative  in  not  conferring  upon 
the  coin  this  full  rank.  Definitely  a  sparkling  little  beauty  which  will 
delight  the  particular  collector.  The  last  of  a  rather  spectacular  1879 
gold  dollar  offering  in  the  present  catalogue! 

It  is  not  possible  to  pinpoint  for  certain  the  provenance  of  any  of 
the  preceding  1879  gold  dollars,  but  any  one  of  them  may  be  one  of 
the  following:  an  example  purchased  by  Lyman  H.  Low  at  the  time 
of  the  Thomas  L.  Elder  sale  of  November  18,  1920,  Lot  2285  (the  }.W. 
Potts  Collection);  an  item  from  the  same  sale,  but  Lot  2286;  a  coin 
from  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection;  a  piece  from  the  United  States  Coin 
Company  sale  of  February  20,  1917  (the  Robert  L.  Moore  Collection); 
or  a  coin  from  theS.H.  Chapman  sale  of  October  24,  1912,  Lot  331. 

69  1880  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  prooflike.  A  glittering 
specimen  of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  issues  among  American  gold 
dollars.  Just  1600  pieces  were  struck.  This  issue  attracted  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  numismatists  at  the  time,  and,  as  a  result  many  pieces  were 
saved,  thus  making  them  available  to  collectors.  Walter  Breen  observes 
that  an  unnamed  East  Coast  collector  and  a  Chicago  dealer  hoarded 
these  years  ago.  The  "East  Coast  collector"  may  have  been  T.  Har¬ 
rison  Garrett,  who  at  one  time  possessed  a  number  of  gold  dollars 
of  the  1879,  1880,  1881  years.  These  were  dispersed  many  years  ago, 
long  before  we  handled  the  Garrett  Collection  at  public  auction  sale 
for  The  Johns  Hopkins  University  1979-1981. 

As  is  the  case  with  other  gold  dollars  of  this  era,  the  combination 
of  high  condition,  low  mintage,  attractive  appearance,  and  the 
possibility  of  includiitg  such  a  piece  in  a  type  set  has  made  1880  favorite 
with  collectors.  Certainly  there  is  something  "special"  about  owning 
one  of  these  sparkling  little  cameos. 

70  1880  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  prooflike.  Another 
gorgeous  specimen  of  this  low  mintage  gold  dollar.  A  nice  match  for 
the  preceding  issue. 

71  1880  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63,  prooflike.  Just  a  gnat's 
eyebrow  away  from  full  MS-65  condition — and,  indeed,  a  number 
of  cataloguers  w'ould  call  it  that.  A  sharply  struck  sparkling  beauty. 

It  is  not  possible  to  determine  with  certainty  the  provenance  of  any 
one  of  the  preceding  1880  gold  dollars,  but  the  following  ledger  en¬ 
tries  made  by  Virgil  Brand  are  possibilities:  a  coin  from  B.  Max  Mehl's 
sale  No.  59,  the  G.F.E.  Wilharm  Collection  sold  February  15,  1921, 
Lot  32;  a  purchase  from  Lyman  H.  Low  who  acted  as  Brand's  agent 
in  the  Thomas  L.  Elder  sale  of  February  23,  1917,  Lot  830;  a  private 
purchase  from  Henry  Chapman  on  May  1,  1919;  the  coin  from  B. 
Max  Mehl's  62nd  sale,  November  22,  1921,  Lot  329  (the  L.  Langfelder 
and  A.  Jaedicke  collections);  or  an  item  in  the  Chicago  Coin  Com¬ 
pany  (Virgil  Brand  and  Theophile  Leon)  inventory. 


IS  THIS  YOUR  FIRST  AUCTION? 

Is  this  your  first  auction  sale?  Read  the  Terms  of  Sale  in  the  front  of  the  catalogue 
as  well  as  the  other  instructions.  Then,  if  you  have  any  questions  telephone  or  write 
Karl  Hirtzinger  (Manager  of  our  Auction  Department)  or  Lisa  De  Lorme  (Associate 
Director  of  our  Auction  Department)  for  answers  to  anything  that  is  on  your  mind. 
Remember,  we  are  here  to  help  you.  Everyone  attended  his  or  her  first  auction  once. 
We  urge  you  to  contact  us  if  we  can  help  with  anything  at  all— even  a  minor  question. 


Gem  Proof  1881  Gold  Dollar 


72  1881  Gem  Brilliant  Proof-67.  A  true  Proof  conforming  to  the  criterion 

described  by  David  Akers;  Proofs  are  distinguishable  by  a  small  un¬ 
finished  area  in  the  die  between  the  lower  left  part  of  the  D  in  DOLLAR 
and  the  wreath. 

Just  87  Proofs  were  struck.  How  many  were  distributed  is  not 
known,  but  there  is  a  possibility  that  only  a  part  of  the  Proof  min¬ 
tage  w'as  actually  sold. 

Walter  Breen  and  David  Akers  both  point  out  the  common  prac¬ 
tice  of  offering  prooflike  Uncirculated  coins  as  full  Proofs,  citing  a 
hoard  of  54  so-called  "Proofs"  that  was  purchased  a  number  of  years 
ago  by  Paramount  International  Coin  Corporation.  Gathered  by  one 
of  America's  most  prominent  numismatic  writers,  the  hoard,  upon 
close  examination  by  David  Akers,  was  found  to  include  not  54  Pro¬ 
ofs  but,  rather,  46  business  strikes  and  only  8  Proofs.  An  article 
describing  this  group  of  54  pieces  appeared  in  the  Numismatic  Scrap¬ 
book  Magazine  issue  of  December  1965. 

Walter  Breen  notes  that  60  Proofs  were  minted  on  March  16,  1881, 
of  which  40  examples  went  with  full  gold  Proof  sets.  On  September 
30th  10  more  were  made,  and  on  December  31st  a  final  17  were  struck. 

Even  though  prooflike  business  strikes  have  often  been  catalogued 
as  Proofs  in  the  past,  David  Akers  could  find  only  25  Proof  listings. 
It  seems  to  the  present  writer  that  true  Proof  1881  gold  dollars  are 
considerably  rarer  than  realized.  It  is  significant  to  mention  that  the 
specimen  from  the  Louis  Eliasberg  Collection  was  a  prooflike  business 
strike.  A  major  opportunity  for  the  gold  specialist  to  acquire  a  sleeper. 

There  are  two  main  possibilities  to  attribute  the  provenance  of  the 
present  coin.  There  is  a  possibility  that  it  came  from  an  1881  Proof 
set  which  appeared  as  Lot  164  in  the  sale  of  the  W.B.  Wetmore  Col¬ 
lection  by  the  Chapman  brothers,  June  1906;  and  there  is  the  further 
possibility  that  instead  the  piece  may  be  that  purchased  by  Virgil  Brand 
from  Thomas  L.  Elder's  sale  of  the  Henry  C.  Miller  Collection,  April 
1917,  Lot  582. 


73  1881  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Separated  from  Gem  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-67  by  a  tiny  threadlike  lint  mark  at  the  neck.  (If  the 
dies  were  not  wiped  clean  during  the  striking  process,  a  human  hair, 
a  thread,  or  some  other  piece  of  "lint"  would  then  be  impressed  into 
the  finished  coin,  leaving  a  mark.) 

The  business  strike  mintage  for  1881  is  6,720  examples.  David  Akers 
notes  that  "despite  the  substantially  higher  mintage,  the  1881  is  about 
equal  in  rarity  to  the  1880."  He  further  notes  that  circulated  specimens 
are  rare.  Most  known  examples  are  varying  shades  of  the  Uncirculated 
classification.  The  auction  appjearances  of  76  coins,  including  duplicate 
app)earances  of  identical  specimens,  are  recorded  by  David  Akers,  pro¬ 
bably  netting  to  about  50  actual  examples.  Like  certain  other  gold 
dollars  of  the  era,  1881  was  popular  with  collectors  at  the  time  of 
issue.  In  a  way  this  is  fortunate,  for  without  this  consideration  this 
and  certain  others  would  be  nearly  impossible  rarities  today. 

74  1881  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  prooflike.  A  glittering 
specimen  of  this  popular  issue.  Another  important  opportunity  for 
the  type  set  collector  or  the  gold  specialist. 
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75  1881  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63,  prooflike.  Another  sparkling 

beauty.  Coins  of  this  quality  were  often  described  as  Proof  in  years 
past,  before  the  "state  of  the  art"  was  refined  to  identify  various  die 
characteristics. 

The  provenance  of  the  business  strike  1881  gold  dollars  offered  here 
cannot  be  determined  with  certainty,  but  any  one  of  them  may  repre¬ 
sent  one  of  the  following:  the  coin  obtained  by  Lyman  H.  Low,  act¬ 
ing  as  agent  for  Virgil  Brand,  from  the  United  States  Coin  Company’s 
sale  of  the  Robert  L.  Moore  Collection,  February  20,  1917;  the  coin 
obtained  by  Low  for  Brand  from  the  Thomas  L.  Elder  sale  of  the  Robert 
Hewitt  and  B.C.  Bartlett  collections,  January  25,  1918;  or  a  piece  sim¬ 
ply  identified  as  Virgil  Brand's  ledger  entry  150,108. 


In  view  of  the  pending  discontinuation  of  the  gold  dollar  series  it 
is  curious  to  observe  that  1889  saw  the  highest  production  for  over 
a  decade!  Almost  immediately  after  mintage  was  stopped,  gold  dollars 
became  a  popular  object  for  pursuit  by  jewelers,  collectors,  and  others. 
Within  a  relatively  short  time  specimens  were  selling  at  a  premium. 

Among  those  attracted  to  the  1889  gold  dollars  w'as  Virgil  Brand. 
In  the  1930s,  when  Virgil's  estate  was  divided  between  Horace  and 
Armin,  his  brothers,  Armin's  share  consisted  of  66  specimens  of  this 
particular  date! 

83  1889  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Another  splendid  specimen 
of  the  terminal  gold  dollar  issue. 

84  1889  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  The  third  specimen  we 
offer  in  the  present  catalogue. 


76  1883  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63,  prooflike.  It  would  be  nice 

to  say  that  we  have  3,  5,  10,  or  some  other  enticing  number  of  this 
scarce  issue,  the  fact  is  that  we  just  have  the  piece  offered  here.  The 
pedigree  is  interesting: 

Purchased  from  Jacques  Schulman,  of  Amsterdam,  during  a  visit 
by  Schulman  to  Virgil  Brand  in  Chicago,  September  1920.  The  piece 
was  entered  as  101,375  in  Virgil's  ledger.  At  the  time  a  member  of 
the  Schulman  firm,  either  Jacques  or  Max,  visited  Virgil  Brand  on 
the  average  of  once  every  six  months,  bringing  an  immense  group 
of  coins  each  time  for  the  collector's  consideration. 


77  1884  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  some 

mottled  light  reddish  toning.  Uncleaned,  undipped  gold  coins  often 
display  toning  to  one  degree  or  another,  mainly  as  a  result  of  the  use 
of  copper  as  an  alloy  (10%  of  the  metallic  composition). 

Although  slightly  over  5,000  pieces  were  struck,  it  has  been  our 
experience  that  Uncirculated  1884  dollars  are  scarcer  than  several  of 
the  dates  with  low'er  mintages. 


78  1885  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  Some  prooflike  surface. 
Another  example  of  a  popular  late-date  gold  dollar. 

Obtained  from  Jacques  Schulman  in  September  1920  during  his  visit 
to  Chicago. 

79  1887  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63,  prooflike.  A  sparkling 
specimen  of  this  popular  issue. 


80  1888  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  A  sparkling,  beautiful 
specimen  of  the  next  to  last  gold  dollar  issue. 

81  1888  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60.  A  few  light  surface  marks. 

82  1889  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Last  year  of  the  gold  dollar. 
A  sparkling  beauty. 


Quarter  Eagles 

Quarter  eagles  from  the  Virgil  Brand  Collection  offered 
in  the  present  catalogue  comprise  a  wide  variety  of  dates, 
conditions,  and  types.  Included  are  a  number  of  prime 
rarities — the  1796  without  stars,  the  beautiful  1821,  the  rare 
1825,  and  numerous  others — as  well  as  commoner  pieces 
in  lower  grades.  Literally,  there  is  something  for  everyone. 
The  pedigrees,  where  given,  are  illustrious  and  include  such 
surnames  as  Michael,  Wetmore,  Chapman,  Mehl,  Elder, 
Mitchelson,  Leon,  and  the  United  States  Mint.  Probably 
most  of  the  Uncirculated  and  Proof  pieces  after  about  1890 
were  obtained  directly  from  the  government  at  the  time  of 
issue. 

Quarter  eagles  have  always  been  favorites  of  nu¬ 
mismatists.  The  denomination  has  a  rich  and  interesting 
history,  which  begins  with  the  summer  of  1796  when  dies 
for  the  quarter  eagle  were  prepared  by  Robert  Scot,  who 
had  served  in  the  post  of  Mint  engraver  since  late  1793.  Two 
major  varieties  were  produced  the  first  year,  one  with 
obverse  stars  and  one  without.  The  1796  without-stars  issue, 
an  important  “type"  coin,  attracted  the  attention  of  Virgil 
Brand  at  an  early  date.  His  journal  records  the  acquisition 
of  numerous  specimens.  Fortunately  for  us  today,  a  very 
attractive  specimen  remained  in  the  family  and  is  the  first 
offering  in  the  following  section. 

In  1808  the  quarter  eagle  was  redesigned  by  John  Reich. 
Following  an  abbreviated  mintage  in  that  year,  coinage  of 
the  denomination  was  suspended  until  1821,  at  which  time 
the  former  general  motif  was  retained,  but  the  diameter  and 
other  features  were  slightly  different  from  those  used  earlier. 
From  1821  through  1834  mintages  were  small,  ranging  from 
760  for  the  1826  to  6,448  for  1821.  During  this  time  span, 
gold  coins,  if  melted,  would  yield  more  in  bullion  than  their 
face  value,  so  nearly  all  were  melted  or  exported. 

From  1834  through  1839  the  so-called  Classic  Head  style, 
the  work  of  William  Kneass,  was  used.  From  1840  through 
1907  the  design  was  the  Coronet  or  Braided  Hair  style  by 
Christian  Gobrecht.  By  this  time  production  had  com¬ 
menced  at  various  branch  mints  in  addition  to  Philadelphia, 
the  need  for  same  having  been  caused  by  westward  expan- 


28 


sion  of  the  American  "empire.”  The  coinage  from  1840 
through  1907  featured  the  same  design,  the  longest  uninter¬ 
rupted  span  for  any  motif  in  American  numismatic  history. 

Virgil  Brand's  purchase  ledgers  reveal  that  the  quarter 
eagle  was  his  favorite  gold  denomination.  Year  after  year, 
when  he  purchased  Proof  sets  from  the  Mint,  an  additional 
supply  of  quarter  eagles  was  acquired. 

In  1908  a  new  design,  the  Indian  style,  appeared. 
Theodore  Roosevelt,  who  worked  closely  with  noted 
sculptor  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  until  the  latter's  death  in 
1907,  pursued  his  dream  of  revising  American  coin  designs 


from  the  cent  onward.  The  task  for  the  quarter  eagle  and 
half  eagle  fell  to  Bela  Lyon  Pratt,  a  Boston  sculptor  who 
at  one  time  was  a  student  of  Saint-Gaudens.  Innovative  in 
their  concept,  at  least  so  far  as  American  coinage  was  con¬ 
cerned,  the  new  designs  featured  incuse  lettering  and  motifs. 
The  field,  traditionally  the  lowest  spot  on  coins,  became  the 
highest  on  the  Pratt  designs.  Pages  of  The  Numismatist 
reveal  that  the  new  style  was  not  at  all  popular  with  collec¬ 
tors.  Virgil  Brand  was  an  exception,  for  he  acquired  many 
examples  to  add  to  his  holdings,  some  of  which  have  re¬ 
mained  in  the  family  until  the  present  sale. 


Important  1796 


85  1796  without  stars.  Choice  Extremely  Fine-45,  with  the  reverse  display¬ 

ing  prooflike  surface  and  meriting  the  designation  AU-50.  A  magni¬ 
fying  glass  reveals  a  few'  mint-caused  adjustment  marks  hidden  in  the 
hair. 

The  1796  without-stars  quarter  eagle  is  one  of  the  most  important 
in  the  series,  representing  as  it  does  the  first  design  struck,  with  Capped 
Bust  to  right  obverse  design  without  stars.  The  mintage  is  believed 
to  have  been  just  963  coins,  one  of  the  smallest  figures  in  the  entire 
United  States  gold  series. 

Apparently  the  die  engraver,  Robert  Scot,  believed  at  first  that  stars 
w'ere  not  needed  on  the  obverse,  perhaps  an  omission  intended  to  give 
the  piece  a  cameo-like  appearance.  After  only  963  pieces  were  made, 
the  design  was  changed  to  the  familiar  with-stars  format  (the  motif 
continued  through  1807).  The  later  variety  of  1796  was  engraved 
separately  and  was  not  made  by  adding  stars  to  the  without-stars  die. 

It  is  believed  that  about  two  or  three  dozen  examples  exist  of  this 
variety.  While  such  a  low  number  would  suffice  on  its  own  to  make 


Quarter  Eagle 


the  coin  a  rarity,  the  desirability  is  enhanced  by  its  position  as  the 
first  year  of  issue  and  as  the  only  year  of  this  design  type,  as  earlier 
noted. 

Virgil  Brand  found  this  particular  variety  to  be  especially  attrac¬ 
tive,  and  during  his  collecting  activity  from  1889  onward  he  w’as  able 
to  acquire  nearly  a  dozen  pieces,  if  not  more.  This  would  have  been 
equal  to  a  substantial  percentage  of  the  total  remaining  supply! 

The  present  coin  is  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  handled  and  is  a  close 
approximation  in  condition  to  the  beautiful  Louis  Eliasberg  Collec¬ 
tion  piece  w'hich  w'e  offered  at  auction  last  year. 

Purchased  from  an  Edward  Michael  sale,  Auction  211  in  1916,  where 
it  appeared  as  Lot  101.  “Fred”  Michael  was  a  member  of  the  Chicago 
Numismatic  Society  and  held  auction  sales  from  1911  until  1919.  He 
died  in  1921. 
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Rare  1798  Quarter  Eagle 


86  1798  Breen-2,  with  four  berries  on  the  reverse.  Choice  Very  Fine-30. 

Attractive  surfaces.  A  few  marks  away  from  EF-40. 


Of  the  1,094  examples  struck  this  year,  it  is  believed  that  no  more 
than  30  to  40  specimens  survive  today.  The  1798  has  long  been 
recognized  as  one  of  the  major  rarities  of  the  quarter  eagle 
denomination. 

The  obverse  of  the  1798  is  distinguished  by  its  star  arrangement, 
six  to  the  left  and  seven  to  the  right,  a  configuration  seen  on  no  other 
date  of  this  design.  Interestingly,  the  last  digit  of  the  date,  the  8,  is 
much  smaller  than  the  other  figures,  simply  because  it  would  conven¬ 
iently  fit  in  the  space  allotted! 

An  important  opportunity  to  acquire  a  classic  coin. 

Obtained  from  the  sale  of  the  W.B.  Wetmore  Collection  sold  by  the 
Chapman  brothers  on  June  27,  1906,  Lot  99.  The  Brand  family  ar¬ 
chives  reveal  that  following  the  division  of  Virgil's  estate  in  the  1930s, 
three  examples  of  this  issue  went  to  Armin. 


Elusive  1821  Quarter  Eagle 


87  1821  AU-50  with  ample  traces  of  prooflike  surface.  From  the  same 

dies  as  the  superlative  Proof  we  offered  in  the  Louis  Eliasberg 
Collection. 

1821  represents  the  first  year  of  the  new  Capped  Head  to  left  style, 
reduced  diameter,  which  was  subsequently  continued  through  1834. 
Although  6,448  pieces  were  struck,  only  a  relatively  few  survive  to¬ 
day.  David  Akers  was  able  to  trace  just  34  different  auction  ap¬ 
pearances,  including  duplications,  a  figure  which  probably  nets  to 
about  20  coins. 

A  prize  piece  for  the  gold  type  set  collector  or  the  quarter  eagle 
specialist. 

From  Dougherty  on  February  16,  1893.  Entered  by  Virgil  Brand 
in  his  ledger  under  No.  10,070. 


Prooflike  1825  Quarter  Eagle 


88  1825  Choice  AU-55,  prooflike.  A  superb  "award-winning"  striking 

with  a  wealth  of  design  detail.  The  features  are  highlighted  by  vir¬ 
tually  complete  prooflike  fields. 

Mint  records  reveal  that  4,434  specimens  were  minted  of  the  1825 
quarter  eagle  but,  like  others  of  its  era,  most  went  to  the  melting  pot, 
as  the  pieces  became  worth  more  in  bullion  value  than  their  indicated 
denomination.  Probably  two  dozen  or  so  are  known  today,  of  which 
Virgil  Brand  once  owned  a  substantial  percentage  (see  footnote). 

The  provenance  cannot  be  determined  with  certainty,  but  it  is  either 
a  piece  acquired  privately  from  Charles  Steigerwalt ,  the  Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania  dealer,  on  October  30,  1893,  and  entered  in  Virgil's  jour¬ 
nal  as  No.  11,167,  or  it  was  a  piece  from  B.  Max  Mehl's  38th  sale, 
featuring  the  collections  of  W.F.  Kapp  and  Horace  Carr,  May  17,  1916, 
Lot  110  (journal  entry  79,423).  As  part  of  his  share  of  his  brother's 
estate,  Armin  Brand  received  six  specimens  when  the  division  was 
made  in  the  1930s! 


Rare  1830  Quarter  Eagle 


89  1830  Choice  AU-55.  Sharply  struck  and  very  lustrous.  A  delightful 

specimen  of  this  very  elusive  issue.  Very  close  in  grade  to  the  Louis 
Eliasberg  Collection  coin  sold  by  us  last  year. 

Of  the  4,540  quarter  eagles  coined  this  year,  probably  three  to  four 
dozen  are  known  today.  Like  other  quarter  eagles  of  the  1821-1834 
span,  the  1830  is  elusive  in  all  conditions. 


90  1834  Classic  Head  style.  Without  motto.  So-called  Large  Head  varia¬ 

tion  (refer  to  the  Breen  text).  AU-50  or  better.  Sharply  struck.  Much 


30 


original  mint  lustre  remains.  A  nice  coin  to  illustrate  the  1834-1839 
design  type. 

91  1834  type  as  preceding.  Choice  EF-45.  Small  edge  mark  near  sixth 
star.  Sharp. 

92  1834  a  third  specimen  of  the  same  type.  Extremely  Fine-40.  Sharp  and 
attractive. 


on  the  obverse;  and  1843-0  large  date,  plain  4,  with  mounting  marks 
on  the  edge.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

While  no  specific  documentation  survives  concerning  when  Virgil 
Brand  acquired  these,  our  guess  is  that  they  came  his  way  in  the  1890s, 
probably  at  face  value  from  a  bank.  From  time  to  time  Virgil  pur¬ 
chased  such  groups,  sorting  through  them  to  gain  ideas  of  the  effects 
of  circulation,  what  was  available  in  banking  channels  and,  of  course, 
to  pluck  out  any  varieties  considered  to  be  scarce  or  desirable. 


93  1835 

94  1835 


AU-50,  prooflike.  A  very  pleasing  coin. 

Extremely  Fine-40.  Much  original  mint  lustre  is  still  present. 


Uncirculated  1836  Quarter  Eagle 


95  1836  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60.  A  lustrous  specimen  of  this  issue. 
While  examples  of  1836  are  relatively  easy  to  find  in  lower  grades 
(David  Akers  notes  that  the  average  condition  seen  is  Very  Fine),  in 
Mint  State  the  issue  emerges  as  a  rarity.  The  present  coin,  like  vir¬ 
tually  every  other  knowm  example  of  the  variety,  is  lightly  struck  at 
the  obverse  center.  The  obverse  die  of  this  particular  example  is 
bisected  by  a  fine  break  extending  from  the  sixth  star  through  to  the 
space  betw'een  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth. 

In  general,  the  rarity  of  Uncirculated  examples  of  early  gold  pieces 
is  unappreciated.  It  is  very  often  the  case  that  A  Guide  Book  of  United 
States  Coins  and  other  references  casually  price  pieces  which  are  so 
rare  that  decades  may  elapse  between  offerings!  Such  pieces  are  where 
you  find  them,  so  to  speak — and  again  we  emphasize  the  opportunities 
that  the  present  catalogue  offers. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon,  who  represented  Virgil  Brand  at  Thomas 
L.  Elder's  sale  of  February  8,  1919  (Lot  627).  Virgil  Brand's  ledger  en¬ 
try  91,054. 

96  1836  Extremely  Fine-40.  With  some  residual  mint  lustre  in  the  pro¬ 
tected  areas  of  the  legend. 

97  1836  Choice  VF-30. 

98  1836  Fine-15.  Numerous  small  marks. 

Note:  This  and  the  preceding  three  1836  quarter  eagles  offered  in 
the  present  sale  all  display  a  die  break  extending  from  the  border 
through  the  sixth  star  to  the  head.  The  following  lot  does  not  have 
this  feature. 

99  1836  Fine-15. 

100  1837  Fine-12.  This  lot  probably  represents  an  excellent  opportunity 
to  acquire  a  pedigree  coin  from  the  Virgil  Brand  Collection  at  a  relative¬ 
ly  nominal  price.  Ideal  for  a  type  set  to  illustrate  the  1834-1839  design. 

While  Virgil  Brand  had  a  tremendous  number  of  great  rarities  and 
while  he  had  more  high-condition  coins  than  any  collector  before  or 
since,  still  he  was  attracted  to  worn  specimens,  realizing  that  they 
too  were  part  of  numismatic  and  monetary  history. 

101  1838  Fine-15.  A  few  stray  marks,  including  one  on  the  jaw'. 

Note:  We  could  have  grouped  large  numbers  of  worn  pieces  into 
one  or  a  few  bulk  lots,  but  this  would  have  deprived  our  clients  from 
having  the  chance  to  acquire  a  prized  Brand-pedigree  coin.  Besides, 
the  present  cataloguer  agrees  with  Virgil  Brand  that  worn  coins  can 
be  fascinating! 

102  Pair  of  quarter  eagles  used  as  jewelry:  1840-C  EF-40  with  black  marks 


103  1842  Choice  VF-30.  With  small  hidden  scratch  near  the  bottom  of 
the  reverse.  David  Akers  notes  that  "between  1863  and  about  1915 
this  date  was  considered  to  be  semi-unique  (two  knowm)"  and  that 
the  piece  had  several  early  auction  records  over  $100.  The  present 
writer  (Q.  David  Bowers)  is  not  certain  that  1842  was  really  considered 
scarce.  It  appears  that  1841  may  have  been  the  year  intended,  but 
1842  crept  in  as  a  typographical  error — in  a  guide  to  the  U.S.  Mint 
Cabinet  and  possibly  other  publications.  Be  that  as  it  may,  there  is 
no  gainsaying  that  1842  w'as  and  is  scarce.  The  recorded  mintage  of 
2,823  pieces  is  certainly  one  of  the  lowest  of  the  series  and,  indeed, 
is  the  lowest  among  early  issues  of  the  Coronet  style. 

Interestingly,  a  Very  Fine  specimen  catalogues  at  just  $450  in  A 
Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins.  This  is  the  grade  usually  en¬ 
countered,  according  to  the  research  of  David  Akers.  Here  is  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  a  coin  of  w'hich  apparently  only  a  few’  dozen  examples  are 
know’n,  but  w’hich  catalogues  for  only  a  few’  hundred  dollars.  Definite¬ 
ly  a  sleeper. 


104  1843  Choice  AU-55,  with  some  claims  to  MS-60.  With  nearly  full 
original  mint  lustre.  Very,  very  elusive  in  this  condition.  Probably 
no  more  than  a  half  dozen  or  so  finer  business  strikes  are  known — 
and  yet  an  AU  piece  catalogues  for  just  $350!  Anyone  purchasing  the 
coin  at  or  near  that  figure  w'ill,  in  our  opinion,  have  a  true  bargain. 
Undervalued  as  are  many  early  American  gold  coins  in  higher  grades. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  in  July  1920.  Entered  as  inventory  No. 
95,496.  For  many  years  Leon  was  Virgil  Brand's  agent.  He  constant¬ 
ly  traveled  to  attend  auction  sales,  visit  dealers,  and  track  down  needed 
pieces  for  the  Chicago  collector.  For  a  time  he  conducted  his  business 
in  a  building  owned  by  Virgil  Brand.  While  he  advertised  in  "The 
Numismatist"  and  sold  to  others,  it  is  probably  the  case  that  most 
of  his  commercial  activity  was  with  his  patron.  For  a  period  of  years 
after  1907  Leon  and  Brand  were  associated  in  a  joint  venture,  the 
Chicago  Coin  Company. 


105  1843-D  small  date,  crosslet  4.  AU-50  or  slightly  finer.  A  close  match 
to  the  Louis  Eliasberg  Collection  coin  sold  by  us  last  year.  One  of 
the  finest  known  specimens  of  this  issue.  David  Akers  records  74  auc¬ 
tion  appearances,  of  which  eight  w’ere  described  as  AU  and  five  as 
Uncirculated.  It  may  well  be  the  case  that  certain  of  the  Uncirculated 
pieces,  if  redescribed  today,  would  fit  into  the  AU  category.  The 
typical  1843-D  seen  is  in  a  much  lesser  grade:  Very  Fine. 

106  1843-D  AU-50.  Another  attractive  specimen  of  this  Dahlonega  Mint 
issue.  Very  close  to  the  preceding  in  terms  of  preservation  and,  like 
the  piece  just  described,  scarce  so  nice. 

107  1843-0  small  date,  crosslet  4.  Choice  Very  Fine-30.  David  Akers  notes 
that  this  is  the  most  common  quarter  eagle  of  the  1840s.  We  have 
spent  considerable  space  in  the  present  catalogue  stating  how  rare  cer- 
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tain  pieces  are,  so  it  is  perhaps  fitting  that  we  devote  some  space  to 
the  occasional  common  issue  such  as  this.  A  pleasing  "type"  coin. 

108  1844-D  Scarce  Dahlonega  Mint  issue.  Good-4,  just  about  minimum 
grade.  As  quarter  eagles  did  not  circulate  extensively,  it  is  doubtful 
if  this  wear  was  caused  by  being  passed  from  hand  to  hand.  Rather, 
it  is  likely  it  was  used  by  a  pocket  piece,  perhaps  as  a  sentimental 
reminder  of  some  long-forgotten  occasion. 


112  1846-D  Extremely  Fine-40.  A  very  attractive  specimen  of  this  elusive 
Dahlonega  Mint  scarcity. 


109  1845  Extremely  Fine-40. 


Landmark  Uncirculated  1845-0  Quarter  Eagle 


110  1845-0  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60,  prooflike,  with  many  features 
of  MS-63.  Probably  far  and  away  the  finest  known  specimen  of  this 
issue. 

David  Akers  notes  that  the  1845-0  was  omitted  from  official  Mint 
reports  and  was  virtually  unknown  to  collectors  until  earlier  in  the 
present  century.  B.  Max  Mehl  claimed  to  have  discovered  the  first 
piece.  Significantly,  David  Akers  observes;  "The  best  specimens  that 
1  have  seen  are  the  two  AU  pieces  listed  below  [coins  appearing  in 
auctions  held  by  Paramount  and  Superior],  but  the  majority  of  known 
specimens  grade  in  the  Very  Fine  range." 

When  we  catalogued  the  Louis  Eliasberg  Collection  of  United  States 
gold  coins  last  year,  we  described  that  piece  as  follows: 

"1845-0  AU-50  with  much  original  mint  lustre.  Only  4,000  pieces 
minted,  the  lowest  recorded  figure  for  any  New  Orleans  Mint  quarter 
eagle. 

"One  of  the  finest  known  examples,  if  not  absolutely  the  finest 
known.  A  rare  prize  which  should  excite  many  specialists." 

At  the  time  we  were  not  aware  of  the  Virgil  Brand  Collection 
specimen,  nor  was  David  Akers.  Thus,  the  "discovery"  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  coin  is  a  major  event  of  the  gold  specialist.  So  far  as  we  know, 
no  other  specimen  comes  close  to  this  one  in  condition. 

FromJ.C.  Mitchelson  on  March  24,  1909,  for  the  sum  of  $150 — an 
immense  sum  for  a  business  strike  quarter  eagle  at  the  time.  Clearly, 
this  was  a  piece  which  Virgil  Brand  desired  greatly  and  admired.  Mit¬ 
chelson,  or  "Uncle  Joe, "  as  he  was  called,  amassed  a  considerable 
number  of  coins  before  his  untimely  death  in  1911.  Virgil  Brand  bought 
many  coins  from  him  over  the  years. 


Ill  1846  Choice  Very  Fine-30.  The  relatively  generous  mintage  (21,598 
pieces)  and  the  almost  "minimum"  Guide  Book  listing  for  this  coin 
($175)  would  prompt  the  casual  observer  to  pass  this  listing  by  quickly. 
However,  a  reading  of  David  Akers'  text  reveals  the  following  signifi¬ 
cant  commentary: 

"This  is  a  very  scarce  and  generally  unappreciated  date.  Its  number 
of  appearances  at  auction  (45)  is  lower  than  for  many  of  the  highly 
regarded  dates  in  this  series  such  as  the  1848  CAL.,  the  1881,  and 
the  1796  no  stars,  to  name  just  a  few..." 

Perhaps  this  is  an  appropriate  spot  to  interject  a  commentary  about 
the  desirability  of  building  a  numismatic  library.  The  more  one  reads, 
the  more  one  learns— and  the  more  one  realizes  that  there  is  still  more 
to  learn! 


113  1846-0  Choice  EF-45.  With  much  lustre  still  remaining.  Very  scarce 
in  this  condition. 


114  1847  AU-50.  A  sharp  specimen  of  this  issue.  "A  very  scarce  and  under¬ 
rated  date,  as  are  so  many  of  the  quarter  eagles  in  the  1840s,"  notes 
David  Akers. 


115  1847-D  AU-50.  An  especially  attractive  Dahlonega  Mint  quarter  eagle. 
While  not  a  once-in-a-lifetime  rarity  in  this  condition,  still  examples 
are  not  often  seen. 

Believed  to  have  been  from  S.H.  Chapman's  auction  of  October 
24,  1918,  Lot  113. 


116  1847-0  Extremely  Fine-40,  but  with  numerous  surface  scratches.  Some 
mint  lustre  still  remains.  The  reverse  die  is  misaligned  180  degrees 
and  is  oriented  in  the  same  direction  of  the  obverse  (like  a  medal, 
rather  than  a  coin). 


117  1850  Extremely  Fine-40. 


118  1850-C  Choice  EF-45.  A  very  sharp  specimen,  save  for  a  tiny  area 
of  the  reverse  which  is  always  softly  struck.  Very,  very  elusive  in 
higher  grades  such  as  this.  A  prize  specimen. 

Believed  to  have  been  obtained  from  Joseph  C.  Mitchelson  in  March 
1909.  Mitchelson,  who  lived  in  Tariffville,  Connecticut,  traveled  fre¬ 
quently  throughout  the  United  States,  gathering  many  coins  in  the 
process.  As  noted  in  an  earlier  footnote,  he  supplied  many  pieces  to 
Virgil  Brand  over  the  years. 

119  1851  AU-55.  Lustrous. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  in  July  1920  for  twice  face  value. 

120  1851-C  Fine-12.  A  fairly  decent  specimen  of  a  piece  which  is  seldom 
seen  in  higher  grades.  In  fact,  the  coin  is  seldom  seen,  period.  David 
Akers  was  able  to  trace  only  40  auction  appearances  of  pieces  in 
various  grades  over  the  years. 


THANK  YOU 
For  participating  in  our  sale 
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Choice  Uncirculated  1852  Quarter  Eagle 


121  1852  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  While  a  number  of  pieces 
have  appeared  at  auction  over  the  years.  Uncirculated  examples  of 
this  date  are  fairly  thinly  spread  in  relation  to  the  demand  for  early 
gold  coins.  A  sparkling,  beautiful  specimen  which  will  please  the  most 
fastidious  buyer. 


122  1852-0  Extremely  Fine-40. 


123  1853  AU-50.  Two  tiny  rim  nicks  on  the  reverse. 


124  1854  Choice  EF-45  or  better,  but  with  numerous  minor  scratches  and 
a  few'  noticeable  scrapes,  particularly  on  the  reverse.  Interestingly, 
the  reverse  die  is  bulged  at  STATES,  an  unusual  feature. 


125  1854-0  Choice  EF-45  or  slightly  finer.  Traces  of  prooflike  surface. 
A  pleasing  example  of  a  New  Orleans  Mint  coin  which  is  usually  seen 
in  low'er  grades. 

126  1855  Choice  Extremely  Fine-45.  A  nice  Brand-pedigree  coin  for  a  type 
set.  Not  particularly  rare. 


127  1856  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60.  Sharp  and  lustrous. 


128 


1856-C  Very  Fine-20.  Designated  by  David  Akers  as  "one  of  the  many 
'sleepers'  in  this  series."  Very  Fine  is  the  typically  encountered  condi¬ 
tion,  when  indeed  one  can  be  found.  The  same  writer  cites  40  auc¬ 
tion  appearances,  which  if  duplication  is  eliminated,  probably  nets 
to  about  25  actually  different  coins. 


129  1856-S  AU-50,  prooflike.  With  mintmark  located  to  the  right  (refer 
to  our  Eliasberg  Collection  catalogue  for  information  on  mintmark 
positions  of  this  date).  Quite  scarce  in  high  grade.  Only  a  few  finer 
pieces  have  appeared  in  the  market  over  the  years.  A  prize  item  for 
the  quarter  eagle  specialist. 


130  1857  Choice  EF-45.  Some  light  toning.  A  magnifying  glass  reveals 
several  light  scratches. 


catalogue  value  of  this  issue  is  such  that  most  people  would  not  lift 
an  eyebrow  concerning  it  unless  they  read  David  Akers'  book. 

1857-0  is  significant  as  the  last  quarter  eagle  struck  at  the  New' 
Orleans  Mint.  The  reports  indicate  that  34,000  were  made. 

Note:  The  value  of  a  numismatic  library  is  incalculable.  As  noted 
throughout  the  present  text,  David  Akers'  books  are  a  virtual  necessity 
to  anyone  hoping  to  intelligently  pursue  the  acquisition  of  gold  coins. 
Although  we  offer  a  complete  set  of  the  six  volumes  from  the  $1 
through  $20  for  just  $110,  the  fact  is  that  for  every  100  people  who 
would  instantly  write  out  a  check  for  $110  to  buy  a  coin,  probably 
only  one  person  would  pay  an  equivalent  amount  for  a  group  of 
books!  In  one  way  we  should  not  complain,  for  it  means  that  those 
who  read  numismatic  books— ourselves  included— gain  certain  ad¬ 
vantages  which  those  who  don't  read  them  do  not.  On  the  other  hand, 
we  would  be  remiss  if  we  did  not  repeatedly  urge  our  clients  to  gain 
as  much  education  as  possible. 

Today  in  1983  there  are  more  excellent  numismatic  books  available 
than  ever  before  in  history.  Many  subjects  have  been  covered  in  depth. 
And,  adding  to  the  available  books  are  many  fascinating  newslet¬ 
ters  and  other  periodicals,  many  of  which  contain  valuable 
information. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  in  July  1920.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
95,541. 


132  1857-S  AU-50.  With  much  original  mint  lustre.  The  reverse  has  an 
iridescent  blue  toning  or  discoloration  area  at  the  upper  right,  pro¬ 
bably  removable  by  dipping  (if  indeed  one  would  want  to  do  this). 

In  this  grade  1857-S  is  a  major  rarity.  David  Akers  cites  the  auc¬ 
tion  appearance  of  just  four  pieces  described  as  Uncirculated  but,  as 
noted  earlier,  certain  of  these  pieces  if  regraded  today  might  merit 
a  lower  designation.  The  same  writer  noted  that  he  had  seen  just  three 
pieces  he  could  describe  as  Uncirculated  "and  perhaps  just  five  or  six 
others  that  were  even  AU."  He  went  on  to  observe  that  1857-S  is  "very 
underrated  and  actually  much  more  difficult  to  obtain  in  high  grade 
than  the  higher  priced  1857-D." 

And  yet  this  coin  in  AU  grade  catalogues  for  just  $325  in  the  latest 
(1984)  edition  of  the  Guide  Book. 

From  Joseph  C.  Mitchelson  in  March  1909.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  49,495. 

133  1859  Choice  Very  Fine-30.  A  fairly  scarce  issue  which  is  character¬ 
ized  by  having  the  lowest  mintage  (39,444)  of  any  Philadelphia  Mint 
quarter  eagle  of  its  decade.  The  reverse  die  is  from  a  new  hub  this 
year  and  displays  letters  that  are  smaller  and  more  widely  spaced  than 
on  earlier  issues.  Differences  in  other  features  can  be  noted  as  w'ell. 
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1859-D  Extremely  Fine-40.  Important  as  the  last  quarter  eagle  issue 
of  the  Dahlonega  Mint.  Only  2,244  were  struck,  and  of  this  relative¬ 
ly  small  amount  only  a  few'  dozen  have  survived  to  the  present  day. 
A  truly  delightful  coin! 


131  1857-0  Choice  AU-55.  One  of  the  finest  known  specimens  of  this  issue. 
With  much  original  mint  lustre  still  remaining,  this  sharply  struck 
beauty  is  bound  to  attract  the  attention  of  specialists.  David  Akers 
observes  that  the  piece  is  "scarcely  and  decidedly  undervalued,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  high  grade."  He  goes  on  to  note  that  in  higher  conditions, 
1857-0  is  on  a  par  with  the  much-acclaimed  1857-D.  The  modest 


135  1859-S  Choice  AU-55,  prooflike.  Here  w'e  go  again...  This  coin 
catalogues  $375  in  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins,  and  yet  it 
is  probably  one  of  the  top  dozen  finest  know'n  pieces.  Again,  David 
Akers  tells  the  story: 

"The  1859-S  is  one  of  the  many  underrated  dates  in  the  quarter  eagle 
series.  As  the  auction  records  show',  high  grade  examples  are  very 
rare,  and  only  one  specimen  better  than  Extremely  Fine  has  been  of¬ 
fered  at  auction  in  the  past  seven  years...  Actually,  there  are  not  very 
many  around  in  any  grade,  and  this  is  one  of  the  real  sleepers  in  the 
series." 

Perhaps  prescient,  Virgil  Brand  recognized  the  rarity  of  the  1S5'^-S 
quarter  eagle  in  this  condition  over  60  years  ago  when  he  purchased 
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this  coin  from  Theophile  E.  Leon  in  July  1920,  paying  twice  face  value, 
a  significant  premium  at  the  time. 


136  1860  Choice  AU-55  but  with  a  tiny  "W"  counterstamped  in  the  reverse 
field.  While  counterstamps  are  available  readily  enough  on  United 
States  large  cents.  Liberty  seated  silver  coins,  and  various  other  pieces 
of  lower  denominations,  only  occasionally  is  a  counterstamped  gold 
coin  encountered.  The  "W"  undoubtedly  had  some  meaning— perhaps 
for  control  purposes  or  some  other  long-forgotten  use.  We  do  not 
recall  seeing  this  particular  stamp  before.  The  counterstamp  not¬ 
withstanding,  1860  in  this  grade  is  fairly  scarce. 

The  counterstamp  attracted  the  attention  of  Virgil  Brand  who 
bought  the  piece  in  June  1908  from  Joseph  C.  Mitchelson,  paying  $4 
for  it.  It  was  entered  as  his  inventory  No.  44,571. 
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1860-C  Fine-15  or  slightly  better.  Scarce  Charlotte  Mint  issue,  the  last 
quarter  eagle  produced  at  that  North  Carolina  institution.  Only  7,469 
were  minted,  of  which  probably  about  three  dozen  or  so  exist  today. 


138  1860-S  Choice  Extremely  Fine^S,  lustre.  With  some  tiny  pin  scratch¬ 
es  in  the  obverse  field.  Seldom  seen  in  higher  grades. 


139  1861  Choice  AU-55. 


140  1861-S  Choice  Extremely  Fine-45,  lustrous.  Very,  very  scarce  in  all 
grades,  despite  ridiculously  low  catalogue  values.  David  Akers 
observes  that:  "This  date  is  grossly  underpriced  in  the  standard  pric¬ 
ing  guides."  Numismatists  who  voice  the  oft-heard  sentiment  that  there 
are  no  bargains  left  in  numismatics  would  do  well  to  consider  the  pres¬ 
ent  coin  (as  well  as  many  others  in  this  catalogue).  Sometimes  the 
rarest  coins  are  those  which  have  received  very  little  publicity — with 
the  lack  of  publicity  being  attributed  to  the  fact  that  few  dealers  ever 
have  these  for  sale. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  as  part  of  a  purchase  made  in  July  1920. 
Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  95,550. 

141  1862  Choice  AU-55.  Very  scarce  in  this  condition.  Here  again  is  a 
piece  with  a  very,  very  low  catalogue  value. 


144  1865-S  AU-50,  lustrous.  Still  another  underrated  quarter  eagle.  This 
issue  is  usually  seen  in  significantly  lower  grades  such  as  Fine  or  Very 
Fine.  The  presently-offered  piece,  although  it  catalogues  for  but  a 
trivial  amount,  is  one  of  the  top  ten  finest  known  examples.  Another 
major  opportunity  for  the  quarter  eagle  specialist. 


145  1869  Proof-55.  A  Proof  which  spent  a  few  weeks  in  circulation  and 
which  now  has  numerous  contact  marks  and  friction.  Still,  a  generous 
amount  of  the  Proof  surface  remains,  including  within  the  shield  stripes 
on  the  eagle.  Only  25  Proofs  were  made,  and  probably  no  more  than 
a  dozen  or  so  survive  today.  The  present  specimen  is  one  of  these, 
although  it  has  seen  sufficient  wear  that  it  is  a  candidate  to  be  valued 
more  as  an  Extremely  Fine  or  an  AU  coin  than  a  Proof.  A  scarce  date. 
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1869-S  AU-50.  Much  original  mint  lustre  still  remains.  Another  very, 
very  rare  issue  in  this  grade — despite  a  trivial  catalogue  valuation. 
Another  prize  item  for  the  connoisseur. 


Note:  The  rarity  of  business  strike  quarter  eagles  of  the  era  is  ex¬ 
plained  by  the  fact  that  there  was  absolutely  no  collecting  interest 
for  them  on  behalf  of  numismatists  of  the  era.  Collecting  by  mint- 
mark  varieties  was  not  popular  until  the  publication  of  Augustus  C. 
Heaton's  "Mint  Marks"  booklet  in  1892.  Even  then,  it  took  a  number 
of  years  for  popularity  to  become  widespread.  It  is  undoubtedly  the 
instance  that  in  1869,  when  the  present  lot  was  struck  at  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint,  not  one  single  collector  desired  to  save  a  specimen. 
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1870-S  Choice  Extremely  Fine-45.  One  of  16,000  pieces  minted  this 
year.  As  was  undoubtedly  the  case  with  most  San  Francisco  Mint  gold 
coins  of  this  time,  it  is  believed  that  substantial  numbers  of  the  1870-S 
quarter  eagles  were  exported.  When  they  were  minted,  specie  payments 
were  still  in  suspension. 


Purchased  from  Joseph  C.  Mitchelson  in  March  1909.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  49,508. 


142  1862-S  Very  Fine-20.  With  tiny  nick  on  reverse  rim.  David  Akers  calls 
the  piece  one  of  "the  major  sleepers  in  the  entire  quarter  eagle  series" 
and  observes  that  the  issue  is  "very  rare  in  all  grades  and  extremely 
underrated — this  date  is  seldom  available  in  any  condition."  Further, 
he  pays  it  the  tribute  of  being  the  10th  rarest  coin  in  the  entire  quarter 
eagle  series!  The  present  piece,  while  it  will  not  win  any  condition 
awards,  certainly  is  desirable,  for  probably  no  more  than  a  half  dozen 
to  ten  finer  pieces  exist!  Our  commentary  concerning  the  1862-S  in 
the  Eliasberg  Collection  catalogue  (page  62  of  that  reference)  is  perhaps 
worth  rereading,  although  some  of  the  salient  points  have  been  covered 
in  the  present  volume.  Suffice  it  to  say,  here  is  a  piece  worth  "reaching 
for." 

From  S.  Hudson  Chapman  on  March  25,  1907  at  face  value.  Prob¬ 
ably  sold  to  Virgil  Brand  as  a  favor.  During  this  time  Virgil  Brand 
was  cognizant  of  many  rarities  unrecognized  by  even  the  largest 
dealers. 

143  1863-S  EF-40,  sharply  struck  with  traces  of  lustre.  In  spite  of  its  low 
mintage  of  10,800  pieces,  it  is  still  largely  an  unappreciated  date. 


148  1871-S  Choice  AU-55.  Frosty  and  lustrous.  "Underrated  and  under- 
priced,"  David  Akers  notes. 

Purchased  from  R.  Kohler  in  June  1918  for  twice  face  value.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  86,981. 

149  1872-S  Very  Fine-20.  Separately  from  Choice  VF-30  by  a  few  edge 
marks.  A  scarce  issue. 

150  1873  closed  3  in  date.  Choice  Extremely  Fine-45. 

151  1873  open  3  in  date.  Choice  Extremely  Fine-45. 

152  1875-S  Extremely  Fine-40.  Scarce  issue. 

153  1877-S  Choice  AU-55.  Some  suggestions  of  prooflike  surface. 

Purchased  from  the  Chapman  brothers  in  April  1903.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  25,527. 
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154  1878  Choice  AU-55,  prooflike. 


155  1878  AU-50. 


156  1878-S  Choice  AU-55. 

157  1878-S  AU-50. 

158  1879  Choice  AU-55. 


159  1882  AU-50,  prooflike.  Probably  a  full  Proof,  rather  than  a  business 
strike,  which  saw  a  month  or  two  in  circulation.  As  explained  in  the 
book,  Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era,  it  was  the  situation  well 
into  the  early  twentieth  century  that  Proof  gold  coins  of  the  preceding 
several  decades,  if  sold  at  auction,  were  not  apt  to  net  the  seller  any 
more  than  face  value!  The  most  feasible  alternative  was  simply  to 
spend  them.  By  this  method  countless  hundreds  of  gold  coins  were  lost. 

In  general,  1882  is  one  of  the  lower  mintage  issues  of  the  period, 
just  4,000  business  strikes  plus  67  Proofs  were  made. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl's  41st  sale,  February  27 ,  1917,  featuring  the  col¬ 
lections  of  H.A.  Day,  C.A.  Clouser,  and  H.L.  Fisher.  This  piece  ap¬ 
peared  as  Lot  108  in  the  auction  and  was  entered  as  No.  82,083  in 
Virgil  Brand's  journal. 


160  1886  Choice  AU-55,  prooflike.  Reminiscent  of  the  preceding  lot,  this 
coin  may  well  have  been  struck  as  a  Proof  (of  which  just  88  were 
made),  later  to  find  its  way  into  circulation.  As  is  also  the  case  with 
the  preceding  lot,  numerous  full  Proof  characteristics  are  present,  in¬ 
cluding  full  Proof  surface  within  the  important  shield  stripes  on  the 
reverse.  The  mintage  of  the  1886  quarter  eagle  was  4,000  business 
strikes  and,  as  noted,  88  Proofs. 


161  1887  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60,  with  some  features  of  MS-63. 
Prooflike  surfaces  on  obverse  and  reverse.  Some  handling  marks  keep 
this  from  a  higher  grade.  A  sparkling  little  beauty.  Low  business  strike 
mintage  of  just  over  6,000  pieces. 

162  1888  Extremely  Fine-40. 

163  1889  Choice  EF-45  with  much  original  mint  lustre  still  remaining. 

164  1890  Choice  AU-55.  With  nearly  complete  original  mint  lustre.  Sharp, 
frosty,  and  attractive.  Just  the  barest  distance  from  full  Uncirculated 
status. 

165  1891  Proof-55.  A  Proof  which  apparently  spent  a  month  or  two  in 
circulation — for  economic  reasons  cited  earlier.  One  of  just  80  Proofs 
struck. 


166  1893  Choice  AU-55,  prooflike. 


Gem  Proof  1894  Quarter  Eagle 


167  1894  Gem  Proof-67.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  issue.  Of  the  122  Proofs 
originally  struck,  probably  no  more  than  a  few  dozen  survive  today, 
few  are  in  condition  equal  to  the  one  offered  here. 

Purchased  by  Virgil  Brand  directly  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in 
the  year  of  issue.  Virgil's  journals  record  the  purchase  of  ten  pieces 
from  the  mint  in  March  1894,  a  further  ten  pieces  in  November,  and 
two  additional  coins,  for  a  total  of  22  pieces— or  nearly  20%  of  the 
entire  Proof  mintage!  After  the  division  of  Virgil  Brand's  estate  in  the 
1930s,  Armin  received  ten  coins. 


Another  Gem  Proof  1894  $2V2 


168  1894  Gem  Proof-67.  Another  sparkling  beauty  which,  like  the 
preceding  coin,  was  purchased  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  the  year 
of  issue  and  which  has  remained  in  the  Brand  family  ever  since.  When 
is  the  next  time  you  will  be  able  to  bid  on  a  coin  with  such  a  "clean" 
pedigree?  Another  marvelous  opportunity. 

Purchased  directly  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  the  year  of  issue, 
as  noted  (see  footnote  to  the  preceding  lot). 


169  1895  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  With  one  tiny  dark  fleck 
on  the  branch  below  the  eagle.  Sharply  struck  and  frosty. 

Believed  to  have  been  obtained  from  Joseph  C.  Mitchelson  in  June 
1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  44,598. 

170  1896  Choice  AU-55. 
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171  1897  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-67.  Prooflike  surfaces.  A  superb 
specimen. 

Believed  to  have  been  obtained  from  B.  Max  Mehl's  41st  sale  featur¬ 
ing  the  collections  of  H.A.  Day,  C.A.  Clouser,  and  H.L.  Fisher,  Lot 
111,  February  27,  1917. 


Gem  Proof  1898  Quarter  Eagle 


172  1898  Gem  Proof-67.  One  of  probably  no  more  than  50  Proofs  sur¬ 
viving  from  an  original  mintage  of  165.  A  superb  specimen  which 
has  remained  in  the  Brand  family  ever  since  the  time  of  issue.  The 
quality  is  truly  outstanding. 

Obtained  by  Virgil  Brand  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  on  May  2, 
1898  and  entered  in  his  ledger  under  No.  18,363. 


Gem  Proof  1899  Quarter  Eagle 


173  1899  Gem  Brilliant  Proof-67.  A  superb,  wonderful  example  of  this 
issue.  Only  150  Proofs  were  made,  of  which  probably  no  more  than 
a  dozen  or  two  exist  today  in  condition  equal  to  the  present  example. 

Obtained  by  Virgil  Brand  directly  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in 
the  year  of  issue. 


175  1901  Brilliant  Proof-60.  Some  scattered  surface  marks. 

Obtained  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  at  the  time  of  issue  as  part 
of  a  group  of  10  pieces  in  June  1901.  The  present  contact  marks  are 
somewhat  of  a  mystery,  as  Virgil  Brand  and  his  heirs  were  exceedingly 
careful  to  protect  individual  pieces.  An  explanation  possibly  could 
be  found  with  the  procedures  observed  at  the  Mint  at  the  time,  which 
resulted  in  certain  pieces  being  carelessly  handled.  A  document  to  this 
effect  was  loaned  by  us  to  Walter  Breen  who  reprinted  it  in  his  book 
on  Proof  coins.  The  text  follows: 

"Flarlan  P.  Smith,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  resides  in  the  Ci¬ 
ty  of  New  York  and  that  he  called  on  the  United  States  Mint  in 
Philadelphia  in  June  1886  and  went  to  the  Coin  and  Medal  Clerk  and 
requested  to  be  furnished  with  a  Proof  gold  dollar  of  the  current  year. 
The  clerk  opened  a  small  writing  desk  and  took  out  a  round  paper 
box  which  contained  numerous  gold  Proofs.  He  scraped  them  over 
with  his  fingers  and  rubbed  them  together,  upon  which  proceeding 
deponent  looked  with  utter  astonishment  as  it  defaced  the  coins  with 
pinmarks  and  scratches.  Deponent  had  always  believed  and  still 
believes  that  Proof  coins  are  struck  by  the  Government  for  the  benefit 
of  coin  collectors  who  are  required  to  pay  a  premium  for  such  perfect 
coins  and  that  from  the  improper  manner  in  which  they  were  handl¬ 
ed  by  this  clerk  they  were  blemished  and  therefore  collectors  ought 
not  to  be  compelled  to  pay  a  premium  for  such  ignorance  and  in¬ 
competence  displayed  by  the  clerk  in  charge  of  that  department. 

‘Deponent  further  states  that  the  clerk  informed  him  that  there  were 
no  Proof  gold  dollars  to  be  had  and  that  he  [deponent}  then  requested 
to  be  furnished  with  two  silver  Proof  sets  and  20  minor  Proof  sets, 
and  when  said  request  was  made  the  clerk  made  some  remark  which 
left  the  impression  in  deponent's  mind  that  the  clerk  was  conferring 
a  great  favor  upon  him  and  acted  as  though  he  owned  the  entire  Mint 
and  the  contents  thereof.  Deponent  therefore  claimed  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  should  not  employ  clerks  unless  they  are  fully  competent  for 
such  a  position  and  said  clerk,  having  been  shown  to  be  clearly  in¬ 
competent,  should  be  removed. 

"Sixth  day  of  December  1886.  (signed)  H.P.  Smith." 

176  1901  Choice  AU-55,  lustrous. 


Gem  Proof  1902  Quarter  Eagle 


177  1902  Gem  Proof-67.  A  superb  specimen  of  an  issue  of  which  193  Proofs 
were  coined.  Only  a  few  have  survived  today  in  condition  equal  to 
this. 

Obtained  by  Virgil  Brand  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  during  the 
year  of  issue. 


178  1902  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  A  sparkling  beauty. 

179  1902  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  Another  attractive  piece. 


180  1902  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  A  second  specimen  in  this 
grade. 


196  1904  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60,  prooflike. 


181  1902  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  A  third  example  of  an  MS-63 
piece. 

182  1902  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  Yet  another  piece  and  yet 
another  opportunity. 

183  1902  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  A  further  example. 

184  1902  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63,  prooflike. 

185  1902  Choice  AU-55.  Sharp  and  lustrous. 


197  1905  Brilliant  Proof-55.  Some  surface  marks  indicate  that  the  piece 
was  carelessly  handled  for  a  short  time.  Very  rare. 


186  1903  Brilliant  Proof-60.  With  some  friction  in  the  fields.  A  Proof  which 
was  carelessly  handled. 

Probably  not  one  of  the  original  Mint  purchases  but,  rather,  a  coin 
picked  up  in  a  group  or  from  another  source. 


187  1903  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  A  few  tiny  toning  flecks 
(removable  by  dipping). 


188  1903  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Another  beautiful  exam¬ 
ple.  With  some  light  toning  flecks.  Probably  the  several  1903  pieces 
here  were  all  acquired  at  the  same  time  and  from  the  same  source. 


189  1903  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Another  beauty  similar 
to  the  preceding. 


190  1903  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Still  another  glittering  ex¬ 
ample;  a  close  twin  to  the  earlier  lots. 

191  1903  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63. 

192  1903  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  Another  example. 

193  1903  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  A  final  coin. 


194  1904  Brilliant  Proof-60.  A  few  contact  marks  separate  this  from 
Proof-63.  170  Proofs  w’ere  minted  this  year. 


198  1905  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-67.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 
issue.  Not  rare  as  a  date,  but  in  this  grade  certainly  quite  elusive— 
and  unquestionably  very  desirable. 


199  1905  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Small  toning  fleck  on 
reverse. 


200  1905  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  A  few'  tiny  toning  flecks. 
Another  sparkling  beauty. 

Note:  Read  our  Terms  of  Sale  and  Instructions  for  Mail  Bidders 
and  take  advantage  of  the  service  we  offer  whereby  you  can  bid  on 
several  different  lots  but  win  no  more  than  one.  This,  in  effect,  gives 
you  the  same  advantage  as  if  you  were  present  in  the  sale  itself. 

201  1905  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63. 


1906  Proof  Quarter  Eagle 


202  1906  Choice  Brilliant  Proof-65.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  issue.  And, 
a  finer  pedigree  could  not  be  imagined  (see  footnote). 

Obtained  by  Virgil  Brand  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  at  the  time 
of  issue. 


195  1904  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63. 


MAIL  YOUR  BID  SHEET  EARLY! 


Another  Choice  Proof  1906  $2^/2 


203  1906  Choice  Brilliant  Proof-65.  Another  sparkling  beauty  with  a 
pedigree  similar  to  the  preceding.  Proof  gold  coins  of  this  quality  are 
seldom  seen  today. 

Obtained  by  Virgil  Brand  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  at  the  time 
of  issue. 


204  1906  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63. 


Gem  Proof  1907  Quarter  Eagle 


205  1907  Gem  Brilliant  Proof-67.  A  glittering,  splendid  specimen  of  the 
last  year  of  the  Coronet  or  Braided  Hair  design,  the  motif  used  con¬ 
tinuously  since  1840. 

Obtained  by  Virgil  Brand  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  at  the  time 
of  issue. 


ing  the  initial  distribution  many  of  these  coins  were  "spent"  as  col¬ 
lectors  objected  to  the  Matte  Proof  finish,  feeling  that  a  Proof  should 
be  "brilliant"  and  "mirrorlike"  rather  than  matte.  The  Matte  Proof 
style  was  popularized  by  the  Paris  Mint,  which  believed  that  such 
a  surface  tended  to  display  the  relief  features  of  a  coin  or  medal  in 
greater  contrast,  rendering  it  more  artistic.  Collectors,  however,  felt 
differently  and  rejected  the  pieces.  Matte  Proof  mintages  declined  over 
the  years,  resulting  in  very  small  quantities  of  Matte  Proof  produc¬ 
tion  in  the  final  years  of  the  experiment,  1914-1915.  The  Mint  was 
unsuccessful  in  distributing  even  these  reduced  mintages.  Finally  the 
leftovers  were  either  melted  or  sold  in  bulk. 

Today  Matte  Proofs  are  recognized  as  classic  examples  of 
numismatic  Americana.  Auction  records  for  Matte  Proofs  have  risen 
dramatically,  and  in  many  instances  they  are  significantly  higher  than 
their  Brilliant  Proof  counterparts  minted  a  few  years  earlier.  In  our 
offering  of  the  Garrett  Collection  and  the  Eliasberg  Collection  Matte 
Proof  issues  these  coins  were  among  the  most  enthusiastically  received. 

The  presently  offered  coin  is  an  exquisite  gem  and  has  a  wire  edge 
on  both  the  obverse  and  reverse. 

Obtained  by  Virgil  Brand  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  during  the 
year  of  issue. 


210  1908  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65. 

Probably  obtained  by  Virgil  Brand  at  the  time  of  issue.  The  Chicago 
collector  had  a  deep  interest  in  the  new  coinage. 


211  1908  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Another  splendid  specimen 
illustrating  the  first  year  of  issue  of  the  Indian  head  design  by  Bela 
Lyon  Pratt. 

Probably  obtained  at  the  time  of  issue. 


212  1908  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Another  example.  Un¬ 
doubtedly  with  the  same  pedigree  as  the  preceding. 

213  1908  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63. 


206  1907  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60. 

207  1907  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60.  Another. 

208  1907  Choice  AU-55. 


Gem  Matte  Proof  1908  $2V2 


209  1908  Gem  Matte  Proof-67.  First  year  of  the  innovative  design  by 
Boston  sculptor  Bela  Lyon  Pratt,  a  former  student  of  Augustus  Saint- 
Gaudens.  Although  236  Proofs  were  reported  as  having  been  coined, 
it  is  not  likely  that  all  were  actually  distributed.  As  we  noted  in  our 
description  of  a  similar  piece  in  our  Garrett  Collection  sale,  follow- 


Select  Proof  1909  Quarter  Eagle 


214 


1909  Select  Satin  or  Matte  Proof-63.  The  finish  on  the  1909  and  1910 
Matte  Proofs  have  a  satiny  appearance  and  is  somewhat  brighter  than 
that  of  the  earlier  issues.  It  is  often  characterized  as  a  Roman  finish. 


Although  139  pieces  were  reported  to  have  been  minted,  only  a 
few  have  survived  to  the  present  time.  David  Akers  has  traced  auc¬ 
tion  records  for  just  18  coins,  including  duplications.  Most  were  either 
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not  distributed  or  were  "spent"  for  the  reasons  outlined  in  our  descrip¬ 
tion  under  Lot  209. 

In  our  catalogue  of  the  Garrett  Collection  sold  for  The  Johns 
Hopkins  University  we  noted  that  Robert  Garrett,  son  of  T.  Harrison 
Garrett,  overlooked  ordering  1909  gold  Proof  coins  from  the  Mint 
at  the  time  of  issue.  Therefore  he  commissioned  Philadelphia  dealer 
Henry  Chapman  to  locate  one  in  the  numismatic  market.  Interestingly, 
this  proved  to  be  very  difficult  inspite  of  Chapman's  efforts  through 
advertisements  and  other  solicitations.  This  is  a  significant  commen¬ 
tary  on  the  rarity  of  these  Proof  coins  during  their  own  time.  Finally 
in  1913,  four  years  after  issue,  a  set  was  located  1 

Obtained  by  Virgil  Brand  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  at  the  time 
of  issue. 


215  1909  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  A  beautiful  business  strike 
example  of  this  issue.  In  general,  MS-65  quarter  eagles  of  the  Indian 
head  design  are  hard  to  find — mainly  because  w'hatever  supply  ex¬ 
isted  years  ago  has  been  widely  dispersed  among  many  people  w’ho 
collect  them  either  by  type  or  by  date. 


Choice  Proof  1910  Quarter  Eagle 


216  1910  Choice  Satin  or  Matte  Proof-65.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 
very  rare  issue.  Although  Mint  reports  indicate  that  the  astounding 
quantity  of  682  pieces  left  the  coining  press,  virtually  all  authorities 
believe  that  the  number  is  obviously  in  error.  David  Akers  sums  up 
the  situation  nicely: 

"The  reported  mintage  of  682  Proofs  is  significantly  higher  than 
for  any  other  Proof  quarter  eagle.  However,  Proofs  of  this  date  are 
much  more  rare  than  those  of  1908,  1911,  1912,  or  1913,  and  therefore 
one  can  reasonably  conclude  that  either  the  mintage  figure  is  in  error 
or  that  most  of  the  issue  was  melted." 


David  Akers  was  able  to  locate  sale  records  for  just  21  coins  sold 
at  auction,  including  duplications.  It  is  doubtful  if  more  than  tw'o  or 
three  dozen  are  knowm  today. 

Like  the  1909  issue,  the  1910  quarter  eagle  has  a  satiny  appearance 
w'hich  is  often  characterized  as  the  Roman  finish. 

Obtained  by  Virgil  Brand  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  at  the  time 
of  issue. 


Include  your  items  in  our  next  sale! 


Choice  Proof  1911  Quarter  Eagle 


217  1911  Choice  Matte  Proof-65.  Although  191  Proofs  were  reported  to 
have  been  struck,  the  vast  majority  no  longer  exist.  A  great  rarity 
on  today's  market. 

Note:  The  American  Numismatic  Association  Certification  Service 
is  undertaking  a  study  of  the  Matte  Proof,  Sandblast  Proof,  and  Satin 
Proof  minting  process.  The  writer  discussed  the  situation  with  Leonard 
Albrecht  of  the  ANACS  staff  during  a  visit  to  Colorado  Springs  in 
July.  If  any  of  our  readers  have  any  contemporary  reports  concern¬ 
ing  the  technical  processes  used  to  produced  these  finishes,  the  ANACS 
would  be  very  appreciative  of  a  communication  in  this  regard.  Write 
directly  to:  ANACS,  c/o  American  Numismatic  Association,  818 
North  Cascade  Avenue,  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado  80901. 

Obtained  by  Virgil  Brand  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  at  the  time 
of  issue. 


218  1911  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  A  very  attractive  business 
strike. 


219  1912  Choice  VF-45. 

220  1913  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60. 


Gem  Proof  1914  Quarter  Eagle 


221  1914  Gem  Matte  Proof-67.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  exceedingly  rare 
piece.  Although  117  w'ere  reportedly  minted,  only  a  few  Matte  Proof 
1914  quarter  eagles  still  survive.  David  Akers  cites  19  auction  sale 
appearances,  a  figure  which  undoubtedly  includes  a  number  of  duplica- 
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tions.  Probably  no  more  than  two  dozen  different  coins  exist  today, 
of  which  few  can  match  the  present  coin  in  terms  of  preservation. 
Still  another  marvelous  opportunity. 

Note:  One  can  only  speculate  how  different  the  coin  hobby  would 
be  if  Virgil  Brand's  coins  had  not  been  dispersed  beginning  in  the  1930s 
but,  rather,  had  remained  intact  until  the  present  time.  The  order  of 
prices,  rarity  ratings,  condition  availability,  and  other  statistics  would 
have  to  be  drastically  revised.  The  pieces,  if  remaining  today,  would 
be  worth  many  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  and  undoubtedly  would 
be  enough  to  keep  ourselves  and  several  other  coin  auctioneers  busy 
for  our  entire  lifetimes!  It  is  significant  to  note  that  a  half  century 
ago  such  notables  as  F.C.C.  Boyd  and  Henry  Chapman  each  agreed 
to  pull  up  stakes,  leave  their  homes  and  families,  and  relocate  in 
Chicago  just  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  work  with  the 
cataloguing  of  Virgil  Brand's  estate.  Further,  the  American  Numismatic 
Society  at  one  time  offered  to  build  Virgil  a  special  building  to  house 
his  collection  and  his  personal  quarters.  All  of  this  is  delineated  in 
the  book,  Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era,  available  from  us  for 
$29  postpaid. 

Obtained  by  Virgil  Brand  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  at  the  time 
of  issue. 


222  1914-D  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63. 

223  1915  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  The  last  offering  in  our 
series  of  quarter  eagles. 


$3  Gold  Pieces 

$3  gold  pieces,  minted  from  1854  through  1889  inclusive, 
comprise  one  of  the  most  interesting  series  in  American 
numismatics.  The  present  offering  of  coins  from  the  Virgil 
Brand  Collection  contains  a  wide  variety  of  different  issues 
from  various  years,  with  emphasis,  fortunately  for  all  of 
us,  on  scarcer  pieces  of  the  later  era.  Included  are  various 
Uncirculated  and  Proof  coins,  including  a  glittering  1876  and 
a  number  of  the  low-mintage  pieces  from  the  1880s.  In  keep¬ 
ing  with  the  “something  for  everyone"  concept,  and  reflec¬ 
tive  of  Virgil  Brand's  cosmopolitan  interests,  a  number  of 
business  strikes  in  lower  grades  may  be  found  as  well. 

The  $3  denomination  was  authorized  by  a  bill  passed  by 
Congress  on  February  21,  1853.  The  reason  behind  the 
legislation  has  never  been  satisfactorily  explained. 
Numismatists  have  theorized  that  it  may  have  been  done 
as  a  convenience  to  buy  3-cent  postage  stamps  in  sheets  of 
100,  or  to  purchase  silver  3-cent  pieces  (first  issued  in  1851) 
in  the  same  quantity.  Considering  the  closeness  in  value  to 
the  popular  $2.50  denomination,  the  $3  piece  seems  redun¬ 
dant.  But,  logic  never  prevented  Congress  from  passing 
various  coinage  bills,  as  numismatic  scholars  know  well!  In 
fact,  “too  much  knowledge  is  a  dangerous  thing"  seems  to 
have  been  the  main  precept  of  those  involved. 

The  challenge  to  create  the  $3  piece  fell  to  James  Barton 
Longacre,  Mint  engraver.  He  was  commissioned  to  design 


a  motif  for  the  $3  piece  which  would  be  distinctive  and 
which  would  not  be  easily  confused  with  the  portrait  of 
Liberty  wearing  a  coronet  which  was  in  use  on  the  contem¬ 
porary  $2.50  and  $5  denominations.  The  result  was  the  style 
featuring  on  the  obverse  an  Indian  princess  with  a  feathered 
headdress  and  on  the  reverse  a  wreath  consisting  of  corn, 
cotton,  wheat,  and  tobacco.  Interestingly,  the  same  basic 
motif  was  used  on  the  Type  II  $1  gold  piece  likewise  first 
introduced  in  1854. 

At  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  1854  there  was  an  enthusiastic 
initial  mintage  of  138,618  pieces.  Three  other  mints  also 
turned  out  examples,  but  in  lesser  quantities.  The  1854  $3 
issues  of  all  mints  have  the  word  DOLLARS  on  the  reverse 
in  considerably  smaller  letters  than  those  used  from  1855 
to  1889.  This  difference  represents  the  only  significant 
change  in  design  of  this  denomination  from  its  inception  to 
its  discontinuation. 

The  $3  was  produced  with  a  diameter  with  20.5 
millimeters,  thus  placing  it  midway  between  the  18 
millimeter  diameter  of  the  quarter  eagle  and  the  21.6 
millimeter  of  the  half  eagle.  This  plus  the  distinctive  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  new  obverse  and  reverse  designs,  both  quite 
different  from  those  used  on  the  $2.50  and  $5,  laid  to  rest 
any  fears  concerning  confusion  between  the  $3  and  the 
quarter  eagle  or  half  eagle.  In  short,  all  was  well  with  the 
$3  gold  piece  except  for  one  thing:  the  coin  was  neither  need¬ 
ed  nor  wanted  by  the  public. 

This  apathy  resulted  in  sharply  reduced  mintages  after  the 
first  year.  At  no  other  period  was  the  same  quantity  ob¬ 
tained,  although  production  did  continue  in  a  modest  way 
through  the  years  just  before  the  Civil  War.  After  1860  on¬ 
ly  a  relatively  few  were  made,  with  the  years  1874  (produc¬ 
tion:  41,820)  and  1878  (82,324)  being  notable  exceptions. 
By  the  mid  1870s  the  $3  denomination  was  an  anachronism, 
and  production  was  reduced  to  trivial  amounts.  As  was  the 
case  with  pieces  of  the  $1  denomination,  $3  gold  issues  at¬ 
tracted  the  interest  of  collectors,  dealers,  and  investors  begin¬ 
ning  around  1879,  thus  accounting  for  the  survival  of  most 
business  strikes  observed  today,  and  thus  likewise  accoun¬ 
ting  for  a  modest  increment  in  the  number  of  Proofs  struck 
each  year. 

Today,  in  1983,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  “common" 
$3  piece.  Even  such  issues  as  1854,  1874,  and  1878,  those 
made  in  the  largest  numbers,  are  fairly  elusive  in  comparison 
to  the  demand  for  them. 


224  1854  Very  Good-8  or  a  bit  better.  Traces  of  mounting  on  the  edge. 
A  piece  once  used  as  jewelry.  An  interesting  reflection  of  the  com¬ 
ment  often  expressed  by  collectors  during  Brand's  lifetime:  "Virgil 
Brand  has  everything." 

225  1856-S  medium  S  variety.  VG-8.  Not  a  particularly  exciting  coin,  but 
still  quite  desirable.  Reminiscent  of  our  offering  of  gold  dollars  in  the 
present  catalogue,  this  low'-grade  piece  is  "the  quiet  before  the 
storm" — many  rarities  are  on  their  way! 

226  1856-S  medium  S.  VG-8.  Virtually  a  twin  to  the  preceding  coin. 

227  1857-S  One  of  just  14,000  minted.  VG-8. 
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Important  1863  $3 


Scarce  1865  $3 


228  1863  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60,  with  the  reverse  grading  MS-63. 
Sharply  struck  and  well  defined  in  all  areas.  Just  5,000  business  strikes 
were  produced,  of  w’hich  probably  no  more  than  a  few  dozen  still 
exist.  Certainly  one  of  the  classics  of  its  era. 

from  Henry  Chapman  by  private  treaty  on  October  24,  1918,  with 
Theophile  E.  Leon  handling  the  transaction.  Virgil  Brand's  ledger  en¬ 
try  No.  89,419. 


Elusive  1864  $3 


229  1864  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  Just  a  few  surface  marks 
away  from  MS-65.  Only  2,630  business  strikes  were  made,  giving  the 
1864  the  status  of  having  one  of  the  lowest  mintages  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion.  Probably  no  more  than  two  dozen  or  so  strictly  Uncirculated 
examples  can  be  traced  today. 

So  far  as  is  known,  all  business  strikes  are  from  a  single  pair  of 
dies.  The  reverse  show's  the  first  two  digits  of  the  date,  18,  recut,  with 
the  upper  serif  of  an  earlier  1  appearing  significantly  below  the  final 
figure.  The  obverse  die  has  "brush  marks,"  actually  raised  die  lines, 
indicating  that  the  die  w'as  not  completely  finished  but  w'as  pressed 
into  service  without  having  the  grinding  marks  removed  (this  is  com¬ 
mon  to  all  genuine  business  strikes  of  this  date  and  can  be  observed 
on  the  following  two  pieces  as  w'ell). 

Walter  Breen  reports  that  440  business  strikes  w'ere  made  on 
February  25,  1864  follow’ed  by  2,190  on  December  6th. 


Another  Rare  1864  $3 


230  1864  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60.  Actually  the  piece  is  probably 
better  than  MS-60,  but  the  die  lines  (described  under  the  preceding 
lot)  give  a  false  appearance  of  "friction,"  making  the  piece  difficult 
to  grade.  If  this  present  piece  had  normal  surfaces  it  w'ould  probably 
grade  MS-63  or  even  better.  A  tiny  area  of  planchet  roughness  beneath 
the  neck  truncation  is  mentioned  for  the  sake  of  accuracy. 

The  importance  of  the  present  offering  is  highlighted  by  the  fact 
that  David  Akers  was  able  to  locate  only  17  auction  appearances  of 
Uncirculated  pieces  over  a  long  span  of  years,  a  survey  w'hich  un¬ 
doubtedly  includes  a  number  of  duplicate  appearances  of  the  same 
pieces,  perhaps  netting  to  just  a  dozen  or  so  different. 


231  1864  AU-50.  From  the  same  dies  as  preceding.  A  sharp,  frosty  piece 
which  has  seen  just  a  minor  amount  of  circulation.  The  final  offering 
in  this  catalogue  of  one  of  the  scarcest  dates  of  the  denomination. 


232  1865  Choice  AU-55.  Sharp,  lustrous,  and  very  attractive.  Mint  records 
indicate  that  only  1,140  business  strikes  were  made,  all  of  w'hich  w'ere 
delivered  on  January  27th,  very  early  in  the  year.  In  an  era  when  few 
collectors  were  paying  attention  to  business  strikes,  it  is  doubtful  if 
even  a  single  Uncirculated  coin  was  preserved  by  a  numismatist  at 
the  time  of  issue.  The  general  philosophy  was  that  Proofs  were  "bet¬ 
ter"  than  business  strikes,  as  noted  earlier  in  the  present  catalogue. 
As  a  result,  a  collector  desiring  a  specimen  of  the  1865  date  w-ould 
acquire  a  Proof. 

The  importance  of  the  present  AU-55  coin  is  highlighted  by  Walter 
Breen's  statement:  "I  recall  no  fully  Uncirculated  specimens,  though 
they  may  be  in  hiding  somew'here.  There  are  at  least  two  AU's,  the 
better  one  being  lot  825  of  the  New  Netherlands  54th  Sale,  and  a  dozen 
or  so  in  lower  grades..." 

David  Akers  notes  that  five  auction  appearances  of  Uncirculated 
pieces  can  be  traced,  but  at  the  same  time  he  is  careful  to  observe 
the  following:  "As  is  the  case  with  most  rare  coins,  this  date  is  usual¬ 
ly  overgraded  by  a  substantial  margin."  He  goes  on  to  state  that  he 
has  seen  only  two  specimens  which  could  truly  be  called  Uncirculated 
and  further  whites  that  "even  strictly  graded  Extremely  Fine  coins  are 
hard  to  come  by,  and  I  would  estimate  that  four  out  of  five  specimens 
that  I  have  seen  were  no  better  than  Very  Fine." 

Clearly,  the  1865  is  a  rarity  in  any  grade.  Curiously,  w'hen  Virgil 
Brand  acquired  this  piece  the  former  owmer  described  it  as  a  Proof, 
an  example  of  how  the  grades  of  years  ago  cannot  be  used  today  as 
a  reliable  indicator  of  rarity. 

Obtained  as  part  of  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908;  catalogued 
by  Smith  as  a  "Proof."  Virgil  Brand's  ledger  entry  No.  46,926. 


Choice  Glittering  Proof  1866  $3 


233  1866  Choice  Brilliant  Proof-65.  A  gorgeous  specimen  which  is  scarcely 
different  from  the  moment  it  left  the  dies.  A  magnifying  glass  reveals 
a  virtually  microscopic  threadlike  lint  mark  on  the  cheek,  a  feature 
mentioned  just  for  hyper-accuracy. 

While  the  Mint  records  reveal  that  30  Proofs  were  struck,  in  itself 
a  low  figure,  it  is  apparently  the  case  that  only  a  dozen  or  so  were 
actually  distributed.  At  the  time  of  issue  a  Proof  $3  represented  in 
cost  the  best  part  of  a  week's  salary  for  the  average  American  citizen, 
so,  understandably,  only  a  few'  w'ere  actually  sold.  It  w'as  the  Mint 
policy  to  produce  Proofs  in  groups,  sell  those  w'hich  could  be  matched 
to  orders,  and  put  the  remainder  "on  the  shelf."  Many  issues  of  the 
period  remained  unsold. 

One  of  the  most  important  $3  pieces  in  the  present  offering. 

Purchased  from  Theophile  E.  Leon  in  July  1920  for  $20.  Virgil 
Brand's  ledger  entry  No.  95,621. 
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234  1867  Choice  AU-55.  Sharp  and  lustrous.  A  thoroughly  attractive  piece. 

In  keeping  with  other  $3  pieces  of  the  era,  the  1867  had  a  low 
business  strike  mintage,  in  this  instance  just  2,600  pieces.  Today  the 
issue  is  rare  in  any  grade. 

The  provenance  cannot  be  ascertained  precisely,  but  the  piece  is 
either  the  specimen  obtained  privately  from  TheophileE.  Leon  (who 
in  turn  obtained  it  from  the  }.B.  Holmes  Collection)  on  August  27, 
1919  (Virgil  Brand's  ledger  entry  No.  92,520)  or  the  coin  obtained 
from  the  Chapman  brothers  by  private  treaty  on  May  24,  1897  (Virgil 
Brand's  ledger  entry  No.  17,100). 


Sparkling  Choice  BU  1868  $3 


235  1868  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  A  sparkling,  "flashy"  beau¬ 
ty  with  abundant,  coruscating  mint  lustre.  The  piece  certainly  is  one 
of  the  finest  known  of  the  relatively  few  remaining  Uncirculated  pieces. 
A  small  copper  stain  at  the  lower  right  reverse  is  mentioned  but  does 
not  significantly  detract  from  the  piece. 

In  really  Uncirculated  condition  the  1868  is  very  rare.  Walter  Breen 
observed:  "Strictly  Uncirculated  specimens  are  very  seldom  en¬ 
countered;  I  have  not  seen  any  in  recent  years. . ."  David  Akers  echoes 
the  sentiment  noting,  in  part:  Choice  Uncirculated  specimens  are  very 
rare;  most  of  the  Uncirculated  pieces  that  I  have  seen  were  only  MS-60 
coins..." 

It  may  well  be  the  case  that  fewer  than  10  MS-65  coins  exist  in  all 
of  numismatics.  No  matter  how  you  consider  the  piece,  here  is  a  ma¬ 
jor  rarity  for  the  specialist. 

Believed  to  have  been  purchased  from  Henry  Chapman  on  October 
24,  1918.  Virgil  Brand's  ledger  entry  89,214. 


236  1870  AU-50.  Much  original  mint  lustre  still  remains.  Just  3,500  business 
strikes  were  made,  of  which  probably  fewer  than  100  survive  today 
in  various  grades. 

From  the  J.B.  Holmes  Collection,  January  1,  1920,  by  way  of 
Theophile  E.  Leon.  Virgil  Brand's  ledger  entry  No.  93,265.  Described 
at  the  time  as  "Good  Very  Fine. " 


circulation,  in  which  instance  it  would  be  more  properly  graded  as 
Proof-50.  In  any  event,  the  evaluation  would  be  the  same. 

With  a  recorded  mintage  of  1,300,  1871  has  one  of  the  lowest 
business  strike  figures  of  the  era.  Only  a  few  dozen  exist  in  various 
grades. 


238  1871  AU-50.  Another  specimen  of  this  very  scarce  $3  gold  issue.  The 
condition  is  virtually  the  same  as  the  preceding,  except  that  prooflike 
surface  is  not  evident  (in  its  place  is  mint  frost). 


Rare  1873  $3 


239  1873  Closed  3.  Proof-55.  A  Proof  which  has  seen  some  circulation, 
with  the  result  that  friction  and  handling  marks  can  be  observed  in 
the  open  areas  of  the  field.  Proof  surface  remains  in  protected  loca¬ 
tions.  Dies  not  dished.  For  a  rather  lengthy  and  technical  disserta¬ 
tion  on  the  subject  we  urge  the  reader  to  refer  to  our  description  under 
Lot  299  of  The  United  States  Gold  Coin  Collection  Sale  (the  Louis 
Eliasberg  Collection). 

For  some  reason,  the  business  strike  production  of  the  1873  $3  did 
not  appear  in  mint  journals.  It  is  probable  that  a  number  of  business 
strikes  (in  addition  to  the  recorded  Proofs)  were  indeed  made,  perhaps 
to  the  extent  of  several  hundred  pieces  or  even  1,000  or  so.  Tradi¬ 
tionally  1873  has  been  classified  as  one  of  the  major  rarities  among 
Philadelphia  Mint  $3  pieces,  following  the  1875  and  1876. 

Believed  to  have  been  purchased  from  Henry  Chapman  in 
November  1906.  Virgil  Brand's  ledger  entry  36,166. 


HAVE  A  QUESTION? 

Have  a  question  about  any  item  in  this  catalogue?  Do  you  need  assistance 
with  bidding?  Karl  Hirtzinger,  manager  of  our  Auction  Department,  and 
his  staff  are  just  a  telephone  call  away  at  (603)  569-5095.  Have  a  question? 
Give  us  a  call! 


237  1871  AU-50,  prooflike.  Quite  possibly  this  is  a  Proof  which  saw  some 
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Beautiful  1879  $3 


Classic  1876  $3  Gold 


240  1876  Select  Brilliant  Proof-63.  A  few  lines  keep  this  from  the  Proof-65 
classification.  Mint  records  reveal  that  45  Proof  specimens  were  issued 
of  this  date.  No  business  strikes  were  made,  thus  isolating  1876 
(together  with  1875)  as  a  "Proof-only"  issue.  For  many  years  the  1876, 
together  with  the  1875  (and,  to  a  lesser  extent  the  1873),  has  been 
revered  as  a  supreme  rarity. 

Walter  Breen  has  identified  18  different  examples  of  the  coin,  while 
David  Akers'  search  produced  sale  records  for  45  (including  duplicate 
listings  of  the  same  coins).  Adding  private  sales  transactions,  pieces 
not  seen  by  Walter  Breen,  and  a  factor  for  error,  it  is  reasonable  to 
conclude  that  perhaps  two  dozen  specimens  of  the  1876  are  known 
today.  Significantly,  Walter  Breen  has  written:  "No  evidence  of  restrike 
activity  for  this  date  [unlike  1875],  and,  if  anything,  I  have  seen  fewer 
1876s  than  1875s  in  recent  years..." 

Believed  to  have  been  purchased  from  Thomas  L.  Elder  s  sale  of 
theL.C.  Gehring  Collection,  August 26th,  1921,  Lot 276,  with  F.C.C. 
Boyd  acting  as  agent.  Virgil  Brand  entered  the  coin  in  his  ledger  as 
No.  110,538.  The  1876  $3  piece  was  one  of  Virgil's  favorite  coins. 
Seemingly  he  acquired  every  one  he  could  find.  Following  the  divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Brand  estate  coins  in  1933-1934,  Armin  Brand  received 
seven  examples  as  his  share! 


Rare  1877  $3 


241  1877  AU-50,  prooflike.  Possibly  a  full  Proof  which  saw  light  circula¬ 
tion.  Much  prooflike  surface  remains  in  protected  areas  of  the  coin's 
surface. 

With  a  low'  mintage  of  1,468  business  strikes  and  20  Proofs,  1877 
ranks  as  one  of  the  scarcest  issues  of  its  era.  Mint  records  show  that 
10  Proofs  each  were  delivered  on  February  24  and  May  31,  1877,  while 
1,168  business  strikes  were  delivered  on  February  13th,  followed  by 
300  additional  business  strikes  on  April  28th. 

The  1877  $3  is  rare  in  all  grades.  It  may  well  be  the  case  that  fewer 
than  50  business  strikes  remain  from  those  originally  made. 

From  the  J.B.  Holmes  Collection  via  Theophile  E.  Leon.  Virgil 
Brand's  ledger  No.  92,528. 

242  1878  AU-50.  An  average  specimen  of  one  of  the  more  easily  obtained 
dates  in  the  series. 


243  1879  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  Sharp  and  frosty.  A  few 
surface  marks  keep  this  from  the  MS-65  classification,  although  there 
are  probably  many  who  w'ould  unhesitatingly  call  it  the  latter  grade 
(we  ourselves  were  on  the  fence  when  grading  it  and  opted  to  be 
conservative). 

Three  thousand  business  strikes  were  made  of  this  date.  At  an  ear¬ 
ly  time  the  1879  (and  certain  other  years)  attracted  the  attention  of 
numismatists,  including  Virgil  Brand,  John  Beck,  and  T.  Harrison  Gar¬ 
rett,  with  the  result  that  perhaps  a  couple  hundred  pieces  were  pre¬ 
served.  David  Akers  traces  the  auction  appearance  of  83  different  Un¬ 
circulated  coins,  which  probably  equates  to  about  50  net  different 
specimens. 


Select  Uncirculated  1879  $3 


244  1879  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  A  close  match  for  the 
preceding,  this  coin  is  sharp,  frosty,  and  very  beautiful.  Like  the 
preceding,  it  perhaps  could  be  graded  MS-65  without  fear  of  contradic¬ 
tion.  A  splendid  specimen  of  one  of  the  lower  mintage  issues. 


Another  1879  Select  Uncirculated  $3 


245  1879  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  This  one  is  solidly  MS-63, 
not  on  the  fence  between  MS-63  and  MS-65.  Possessing  full  mint  lustre 
and  exquisite  sharpness,  the  piece  is  delightful  to  behold.  A  few  ton¬ 
ing  areas  are  evident. 


A  Final  1879  $3 


246  1879  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63,  prooflike.  A  final  offering 
of  this  issue  in  the  present  catalogue.  In  today's  market  of  strong  de¬ 
mand  and  wide  dispersal  of  rarities,  it  is  unlikely  that  apart  from  the 
Virgil  Brand  offering  you  will  again  have  the  chance  to  bid  on  several 
1879  $3  pieces.  Indeed,  even  a  single  coin  would  be  a  highlight  of 
virtually  any  other  offering! 


Low-Mintage  1880  $3 


THANK  YOU 
For  participating  in  our  sale 
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247  1880  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60,  prooflike.  Sharp  and  beautiful. 
Very,  very  close  to  MS-63. 

Just  1,000  business  strikes  were  made,  one  of  the  lowest  mintages 
in  the  series.  Probably  50  or  so  of  these  survive  today  in  Uncirculated 
grade.  An  important  opportunity  to  acquire  a  famous  $3  issue  in  higher 
grade.  In  comparison  to  other  United  States  series,  the  1880  $3  issue 
is  a  rarity  by  any  measure. 


Another  1880  $3 


248  1880  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60,  prooflike.  A  virtual  twin  to  the 
preceding  coin,  this  piece  is  of  a  quality  often  sold  in  the  past  as  a 
full  “Proof."  A  delightful,  splendid  piece. 


Still  Another  1880  $3 


Rare  Proof  1882  $3 


251  1882  Select  Brilliant  Proof-63.  Just  a  few  marks  away  from  the  Proof-65 
classification.  Only  76  Proofs  w’ere  struck  of  this  issue,  of  w'hich  , 
perhaps  just  two  or  three  dozen  exist  today.  Ordy  1,500  business  strikes 
were  produced  for  the  channels  of  commerce,  thus  placing  additional 
interest  and  demand  on  the  few  remaining  Proofs.  Another  rare, 
desirable,  classic  $3  issue.  , 

j 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  in  July  1920.  Virgil  Brand’s  inventory  No. 
95,632.  i 


249  1880  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60,  prooflike.  The  prooflike  surface 
in  this  instance  is  not  quite  as  pronounced  as  on  the  preceding  two 
coins,  with  the  prooflike  area  being  supplanted  by  a  generous  amount 
of  mint  frost.  A  very  attractive  piece  w'hich  is  sure  to  arouse  great 
bidding  enthusiasm.  When  is  the  last  time  you  saw  three  pieces  of 
this  rare  date  in  the  same  sale? 


Choice  Proof  1881  $3 


250  1881  Choice  Brilliant  Proof-65.  A  superb,  w'onderful  specimen  of  one 
of  the  most  highly  prized  issues  in  the  entire  $3  series.  Although  54 
Proofs  of  this  date  w'ere  reported  to  have  been  minted,  not  all  may 
have  been  released.  Walter  Breen  lists  nine  different  specimens,  and 
David  Akers  cites  26  auction  appearances  (which  may  net  to  just  15 
to  20  different  coins).  It  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  perhaps  20  to 
25  specimens  are  known  today,  few'  of  w’hich  match  the  present  piece 
in  terms  of  preservation. 

Although  Proofs  of  the  1881  $3  are  rare  and  desirable  in  their  ow'n 
right,  the  importance  of  the  issue  is  enhanced  by  the  very,  very  low' 
business  strike  mintage  of  just  500  coins  made  for  circulation 

From  Fienry  Chapman's  auction  of  September  30,  1908,  held  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  American  Numismatic  Association  convention.  Lot 
301.  Virgil  Brand's  ledger  entry  No.  45,120. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1882  $3 


252  1882  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-67,  prooflike.  Interestingly,  this 
piece,  although  w'e  catalogue  it  as  Uncirculated  (for  reasons  given  in 
the  follow'ing  paragraph),  w'as  acquired  by  Virgil  Brand  as  part  of 
an  entire  1882  Proof  set! 

Using  David  Akers'  criteria,  the  piece  offered  here  is  catalogued 
as  a  business  strike.  The  final  digit  of  the  date,  the  2,  has  been  recut, 
having  been  first  punched  too  high  in  the  field.  The  same  w'riter  goes 
on  to  note  that  “If  a  particular  coin  is  the  High  2  variety,  it  is  not 
a  Proof,  since,  as  I  indicated  in  my  book  on  quarter  eagles,  it  is  my 
opinion  that  Proofs  and  business  strikes  of  gold  coins  w'ere  never  struck 
from  the  same  dies.  The  Proofs  all  have  a  normal  date..." 

Business  strikes  are  great  rarities  in  their  ow'n  right  (just  1500  w'ere 
minted),  so  perhaps  the  difference  betw'een  Proof  and  Uncirculated 
is  moot.  The  entire  procedure  of  issuing  Proof  coins  during  this  period 
is  not  w'ell  documented.  Some  Proof  coins  (referring  now'  to  various 
series,  not  particularly  $3  issues)  have  mint  frost  and  appear  "Uncir¬ 
culated,"  while  some  Uncirculated  coins  appear  to  be  “Proofs."  The 
situation  seems  to  have  been  endemic  during  the  years  from  about 
1878  through  the  mid-1880s.  As  examples,  most  1878  shield  nickels, 
a  Proof-only  issue,  have  all  the  earmarks  of  an  Uncirculated  coin, 
as  do  numerous  nickel  three-cent  issues  of  the  period.  We  are  not  trying 
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to  build  a  case  for  the  present  coin  to  be  a  Proof,  for  we  do  not  believe 
that  it  is.  We  are  just  pointing  out  that  differences  of  opinion  can  and 
do  exist.  Further,  it  would  not  be  beyond  the  realm  of  imagination 
to  suggest  that  a  prooflike  business  strike  could  have  been  added  to 
a  Proof  set  at  the  mint  simply  to  fill  in  a  space.  Very  little  distinction 
was  made  between  prooflike  and  Proof  coins  at  the  time,  and  auc¬ 
tion  cataloguers  frequently  called  anything  with  a  prooflike  surface 
a  full  Proof. 

Obtained  from  Theophile  E.  Leon  as  part  of  an  intact  Proof  set  of 
the  year  1882. 


Superb  Proof  1883  $3 


253  1883  Choice  Brilliant  Proof-65.  A  piece  which  is  virtually  as  nice  as 
the  moment  it  was  struck.  Although  Mint  records  indicate  that  89 
Proofs  were  made,  it  is  probably  the  case  that  no  more  than  two  or 
three  dozen  survive  today.  Of  these  survivors,  only  a  relatively  few 
can  equal  the  superb  condition  of  the  coin  offered  here. 

The  desirability  of  the  1883  as  a  date  is  enhanced  by  the  low  related 
business  strike  mintage  of  just  900  coins,  one  of  the  most  minimum 
figures  in  the  entire  American  numismatic  series. 

The  present  coin  has  it  all:  low  mintage,  low  number  of  specimens 
surviving,  high  condition,  and  popularity.  What  more  could  be  asked? 

Believed  to  have  been  obtained  from  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection 
in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  46,944. 


Select  Proof  1884  $3 


254  1884  Select  Brilliant  Proof-63. 

For  the  technician  in  the  $3  series  the  present  piece  is  somew’hat 
of  a  puzzlement,  especially  with  regard  to  the  published  literature. 
In  contradistinction  to  David  Akers,  w’ho  states  that  he  is  aware  of 
no  instance  in  w'hich  Uncirculated  and  Proof  coins  w’ere  made  from 
the  same  dies,  Walter  Breen  (on  page  18  of  Major  Varieties  of  the 
United  States  $3  Cold  Pieces)  notes  that  the  mintage  of  1,000  business 


strikes  plus  106  Proofs  is  from  a  single  reverse  die;  and,  further,  the 
obverse  die  was  common  to  both  and  was  earlier  used  in  1883.  This 
would  seem  to  make  the  published  topographic  criteria  in  Walter 
Breen's  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins, 
published  at  a  later  date,  moot.  However,  in  the  latter  reference  it 
is  noted  that  Proofs  have  "soft  faint  extra  traces  of  outlines  at  RICA," 
and  that  on  the  reverse  the  "right  edge  of  upright  of  1  is  barely  below 
the  tip  of  the  serif  of  L;  84  touch."  On  the  specimen  at  hand  (the  one 
being  sold  in  the  present  lot)  we  have  to  strain  our  imagination  to 
say  that  the  right  edge  of  the  upright  of  the  one  is  barely  below  the 
tip  of  the  serif  of  the  L,  for  it  seems  to  be  ever  so  slightly  to  the  left 
of  it.  However,  the  84  numerals  touch.  With  a  little  imagination  some 
"soft  faint  traces  of  extra  outlines  at  RICA"  can  possibly  be  seen,  but 
only  in  certain  parts  of  the  letters. 

While  the  present  cataloguer  believes  that  the  coin  offered  here  is 
a  standard  Proof,  complete  with  the  depth  of  field  and  "orange  peel" 
surface  described  by  David  Akers,  the  specialist  may  wish  to  examine 
the  coin  closely  for  a  divirgent  opinion.  We  are  not  fudging  on  this; 
we  are  cataloguing  the  piece  as  a  Proof  and  offering  it  as  such.  But, 
such  attribution  is  necessarily  a  matter  of  opinion,  and  experts  can 
and  do  vary.  We  would  have  been  remiss  if  we  did  not  point  out  that 
the  coin  does  not  precisely  fit  the  Breen  description. 

Believed  to  have  been  purchased  from  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collec¬ 
tion  in  1908.  Possibly  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  46,945. 


1884  Business  Strike  $3 


255  1884  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60,  prooflike,  wdth  claims  to  MS-63. 
One  of  just  1,000  pieces  struck.  Apparently  issues  of  this  date  were 
not  saved  in  disproportionate  quantity,  for  David  Akers  notes  that 
few  Choice  Uncirculated  coins  can  be  located. 

A  highly  important  piece  for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist. 


Choice  Proof  1885  $3 


256  1885  Choice  Brilliant  Proof-65.  A  superb,  splendid  specimen  of  this 
highly  desired  date.  Again,  the  desirability  of  this  piece  is  compounded 
by  the  fascinating  mintage  figures.  110  Proofs  were  struck,  of  which 
perhaps  three  dozen  or  so  are  known  today  (many  of  which  are  in 
condition  less  than  the  one  now  offered).  Only  800  business  strikes 
were  made,  ranking  1885  as  one  of  the  lowest  production  items  in 
the  American  gold  series.  As  the  student  knows,  production  figures 
are  only  part  of  the  series.  It  is  the  instance  that  certain  $1  and  $3 
gold  pieces  of  this  era  attracted  the  attention  of  numismatists  and  were 
saved.  However,  in  terms  of  relation  to  just  about  any  other  area  of 
American  numismatics,  the  1885  emerges  as  a  great  rarity.  And,  un- 
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Rare  Business  Strike  1886  $3 


questionably,  published  low  mintage  figures  have  a  fascinating  ap¬ 
peal  which  contribute  greatly  to  the  desirability  of  a  piece  such  as  this. 

Purchased  by  private  treaty  from  Theophile  E.  Leon  in  July  1920. 
Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  95,635. 


Prooflike  1885  $3 


257  1885  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60,  prooflike.  Some  contact  marks 
in  the  field  and  a  lint  mark  below  the  neck  keeps  this  out  of  the  MS-63 
category.  Still,  the  coin  is  a  sparkling,  attractive  specimen  of  one  of 
the  low’est  mintage  pieces  in  the  series.  David  Akers  traces  the  auc¬ 
tion  appearances  of  38  examples,  w’hich  probably  nets  to  about  24 
different  coins. 

Probably  purchased  from  S.  Hudson  Chapman's  auction  of  Oc¬ 
tober  24,  1918,  Lot  257.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  88,913. 


Superb  Proof  1886  $3 


258  1886  Choice  Brilliant  Proof-65  if  not  even  finer.  A  sparkling,  beautiful 
specimen  of  this  popular  issue.  In  keeping  with  the  coins  of  its  era, 
the  1886  has  fascinating  mintage  figures.  142  Proofs  were  coined  plus 
1,000  business  strikes.  It  is  interesting  to  observe  that  business  strikes 
are  scarcer  than  certain  other  issues  of  this  era,  including  others  with 
low  mintages,  indicating  that  perhaps  investors  and  numismatists  w'ere 
diminishing  their  interest  at  the  time.  Of  the  Proofs  struck,  probably 
about  30  to  40  could  be  traced  today,  some  of  which  are  impaired. 
The  present  specimen  is  a  superb  sparkling  beauty  and  should  be  a 
welcomed  addition  to  the  cabinet  of  a  connoisseur. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  purchased  by  Virgil  Brand  in 
1908.  Entered  as  inventory  No.  46,947. 


BOOK  AVAILABLE 

To  go  with  the  present  catalogue  you  will  enjoy  "Virgil  Brand:  The  Man 
and  His  Era,"  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  a  large  illustrated  hardbound  book 
detailing  the  fascinating  life  of  the  person  who  was  called  "the  greatest  coin 
collector  who  ever  lived.”  Copies  of  this  book  are  available  for  $29.00 
postpaid.  Please  order  on  a  separate  sheet— not  with  your  auction  bids. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed. 


259  1886  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60,  prooflike.  Some  handling  marks 
keep  this  from  the  MS-63  category.  A  sparkling  beauty. 

1,000  business  strikes  w’ere  made,  of  which  only  a  few  dozen  exist 
today  in  Uncirculated  grade.  David  Akers  describes  22  auction  ap¬ 
pearances,  which  probably  nets  to  about  a  dozen  to  15  different  coins. 
A  major  rarity;  a  coin  which  seldom  crosses  the  auction  block. 


Beautiful  Proof  1887  $3 


260  1887  Select  Brilliant  Proof-63.  Variety  with  reverse  inverted.  A  spar¬ 
kling  beauty. 

Walter  Breen  notes  that  55  Proofs  w’ere  struck  in  March  (25  of  which 
W'ere  sold  w'ith  complete  gold  sets),  all  of  which  w'ere  delivered  in 
March.  In  June  42  pieces  w'ere  struck,  of  w'hich  30  were  delivered. 
In  September  just  three  Proofs  were  struck,  which  Walter  Breen  be¬ 
lieved  may  have  been  those  made  with  inverted  reverses.  In  December 
a  final  60  Proofs  w'ere  made.  Walter  Breen  further  relates  that  cer¬ 
tain  specimens  struck  with  the  inverted  reverse  were  later  placed  in 
the  dies  and  struck  again  w'ith  the  dies  in  the  correct  alignment. 

The  error  is  easy  to  explain.  The  operator  of  the  medal  press  used 
to  strike  Proof  coins  w'as  accustomed  to  producing  pieces  w’ith  the 
obverse  and  reverse  aligned  in  the  same  direction — as  medals  are. 

An  interesting  variety  w'hich  captures  the  attention  of  the  gold 
specialist. 

Purchased  privately  from  Henry  Chapman  through  Theophile  E. 
Leon  in  October  1918.  Entered  as  inventory  No.  89,425. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1887  $3 


261  1887  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  A  sparkling,  frosty  beauty. 
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Kept  from  MS-67  grade  by  a  mark  or  two  beneath  UN  of  UNITED. 
Sharply  struck  and  frosty.  6,000  business  strikes  were  produced,  an 
anomalous  situation  for  $3  pieces  were  scarcely  popular  with  the  public 
at  the  time.  Although  numismatists,  investors,  bankers,  and  others 
made  purchases,  still  relatively  few  have  survived  to  the  present  time. 
David  Akers  cites  auction  records  for  40  coins,  which  probably  nets 
to  about  two  dozen  different  specimens.  Allowing  for  pieces  he  hasn't 
seen  or  which  have  not  appeared  in  auctions,  still  the  total  popula¬ 
tion  may  be  on  the  low'  side  of  50  examples.  Of  those  described  as 
"Uncirculated,"  a  number  are  in  grades  less  than  Choice  Uncirculated. 
An  attractive  specimen  of  a  desirable  coin. 

One  of  two  possibilities  constitute  the  pedigree.  This  piece  may  have 
been  the  coin  purchased  from  the  United  States  Coin  Company  sale 
of  February  20 ,  1917  (The  Robert  L.  Moore  Collection),  Lot  419,  via 
Lyman  H.  Low  as  agent;  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  81,688;  or  it 
may  have  been  the  specimen  from  the  Chicago  Coin  Company  in¬ 
ventory  No.  M2603. 


Choice  Proof  1888  $3 


262  1888  Choice  Brilliant  Proof-65.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  issue.  With 
the  criteria  mentioned  by  Walter  Breen  to  identify  this  from  a  business 
strike:  without  doubling  on  UNITED,  with  a  long  rust  patch  on  the 
neck,  and  w'ith  the  reverse  characteristics  described  in  Walter  Breen's 
Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins. 

291  Proofs  w'ere  struck,  but  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that  all  ac¬ 
tually  w'ere  distributed.  Had  they  been.  Proofs  w'ould  have  appeared 
on  the  market  in  the  past  more  often  than  they  have.  Auction  records 
do  not  verify  this,  and  it  is  probable  that  just  30  to  40  different 
specimens  exist  today.  Chances  are  reasonably  good  that  most  of  the 
Proofs  w’ent  to  the  melting  pot  and  were  never  released. 

Purchased  from  S.  Hudson  Chapman's  auction  of  October  24,  1918, 
Lot  400.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  88,959. 


Half  Eagles 

Although  at  one  time  the  Virgil  Brand  Collection  con¬ 
tained  countless  half  eagles,  including  dozens  of  1795  issues, 
duplicates  of  rarities  in  the  1820s  and  1830s,  as  well  as  other 
landmark  pieces  (including  the  1822  which  later  went  to  the 
Louis  Eliasberg  Collection),  the  coins  by  now  have  been 
largely  dispersed.  However,  enough  half  eagles  remain  in 
the  segment  of  the  Virgil  Brand  Collection  from  the  Jane 
Brand  Allen  estate,  the  coins  here  offered,  to  make  the 
following  listing  of  commanding  importance  to  specialists 
and  general  collectors  alike.  Issues  of  1795  and  other  years 
are  important  as  are  a  number  of  major  rarities,  specifical¬ 
ly  the  1819  with  error  reverse,  the  fabulous  1829  large  plan- 
chet,  and  a  superlative  1832.  Any  one  of  these  coins  would 
make  a  highlight  for  the  average  auction  sale;  but  this  is  far 
from  the  average  sale,  so  they  take  their  place  among  many 
other  pieces  of  prime  importance  and  have,  in  many  in¬ 
stances,  legendary  pedigrees.  In  addition  to  the  pedigrees 
cited — the  Chapmans,  Stevens,  Mitchelson,  and  others — it 
is  to  be  remembered  that  each  and  every  coin  has  what  cer¬ 
tainly  is  one  of  the  finest  pedigrees  possible:  from  the  Virgil 
Brand  Collection. 

Almost  parenthetically  we  note  that  the  three  great  half 
eagle  rarities  in  the  following  listing — the  1819  with  error 
reverse,  1829  large  planchet,  and  1832 — are  among  the  coins 
pictured  in  color  on  the  beautiful  poster  we  have  prepared 
for  the  two  Virgil  Brand  auction  sales.  Copies  of  this  poster 
are  available  for  just  $5  postpaid,  including  delivery  in  a 
sturdy  mailing  tube,  a  figure  which  is  less  than  our  cost. 
If  you  would  like  one,  simply  request  "Virgil  Brand  Collec¬ 
tion  poster"  when  ordering,  and  submit  an  order  separate¬ 
ly  from  your  bid  sheet. 

A  brief  history  of  the  half  eagle  series  is  appropriate  at 
this  point: 

Although  the  Mint  Act  of  April  2,  1792  provided  for  the 
gold  half  eagle  of  135  grains  weight,  along  with  other 
denominations,  a  coinage  of  gold  did  not  commence  until 
1795,  for  the  chief  coiner  and  assayer  were  required  to  post 
personal  bonds  in  the  amount  of  $10,000  each  before  han¬ 
dling  precious  metals.  By  1795  the  bonds  had  been  reduced 
considerably  in  amount,  the  officials  had  fulfilled  them,  and 
gold  coinage  commenced.  Around  May  of  the  same  year, 
David  Rittenhouse,  director  of  the  Mint,  assigned  engraver 
Robert  Scot  to  produce  half  eagle  dies.  Rittenhouse  left  the 
Mint  at  the  end  of  June  and  was  replaced  by  Henrv  William 
DeSaussure,  who  ordered  that  gold  coin  production  should 
begin.  On  July  31st,  744  half  eagles  were  delivered,  followed 
by  subsequent  amounts  through  September  totaling  8,707 
pieces  for  the  year. 

The  first  design  was  what  collectors  today  designate  as 
the  Capped  Bust  to  Right  obverse.  Small  Eagle  reverse  style. 
The  "small  eagle"  motif  apparently  was  taken  from  a  first 
century  B.C.  Roman  onyx  cameo  depicting  an  eagle  perch¬ 
ed  on  a  palm  branch,  his  wings  outstretched,  holding  aloft 
a  circular  wreath  in  his  beak.  The  palm  branch  was  hardly 
a  motif  for  the  United  States  of  America  as  constituted  in 
1795. 
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The  coinage  of  8,707  half  eagles  with  the  1795  date  was 
accomplished  by  using  numerous  dies,  including  at  least  nine 
reverses  with  the  small  eagle  motif  alone.  This  reverse  style 
was  continued  through  early  1798.  In  that  year  the  small 
eagle  motif  was  discontinued  after  only  a  few  with  the  ear¬ 
ly  style  reverse  were  produced. 

Coins  with  the  new  or  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  style  are 
known  dated  1795  onward,  but  it  is  not  likely  that  such  coins 
were  produced  until  1798.  Apparently  earlier-dated  obverse 
dies  were  inadvertently  combined  with  the  new  style  reverse. 
Coinage  of  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  style  continued 
through  1807.  Many  different  die  varieties  were  produced, 
including  several  interesting  overdates.  In  1807,  following 
the  coinage  of  some  of  the  old-style  pieces,  the  half  eagle 
was  redesigned  by  John  Reich.  The  obverse  was  changed 
to  a  different  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty,  wearing  a  cloth  cap, 
facing  to  the  left.  The  reverse  was  redesigned  to  feature  a 
perched  eagle  without  stars.  The  new  format  was  continued 
through  1812. 

In  1813  the  Reich  design  was  modified.  The  portrait  was 
changed  to  eliminate  the  bosom  and  drapery,  the  stars  were 
rearranged  to  completely  encircle  the  head,  and  other 
obverse  and  reverse  details  were  altered.  The  new  style, 
called  the  Capped  Head  to  Left  type  by  collectors  today, 
was  produced  from  1813  through  1829.  While  many  issues 
during  this  span  were  minted  in  generous  quantities,  today 
most  varieties  are  exceedingly  rare.  During  much  of  the  time, 
freshly-minted  gold  coins,  if  melted,  were  worth  more  in 
bullion  value  than  face  value.  Thus,  newly  coined  half  eagles 
were  immediately  melted  down  or  sold  at  a  profit  to  bullion 
dealers,  many  of  them  overseas.  To  rectify  this  untenable 
situation.  Congress  lowered  the  weight  of  gold  coins  in  the 
summer  of  1834,  but  not  before  virtually  the  entire  produc¬ 
tion  of  half  eagles  of  the  early  years  passed  into  the  hands 
of  speculators. 

In  1829  the  format  of  the  half  eagle  was  modified  slight¬ 
ly.  Early  in  the  year  examples  of  the  style  used  from  1813 
onward  were  produced  in  the  standard  format  of  25 
millimeters.  Then  during  the  same  year  the  diameter  was 
reduced  to  22.5  millimeters  and  William  Kneass,  the  Mint 
engraver,  using  Reich's  early  design,  restyled  the  portrait 
slightly.  From  that  point  forward  half  eagles  were  struck 
with  beaded  borders  and  with  a  closed  collar.  This  format 
was  continued  from  1829  through  the  summer  of  1834.  As 
is  the  case  with  half  eagles  of  the  decade  earlier,  the  issues 
minted  from  1829  through  1834  are  exceedingly  rare.  The 
1832  in  the  present  catalogue  is  outstanding  among  these. 

In  1834  the  half  eagle  was  redesigned  by  William  Kneass, 
who  created  what  is  known  today  as  the  Classic  Head  style. 
The  authorized  format  was  reduced  from  135  grains  to  129 
grains  in  an  effort,  which  proved  successful,  to  stem  the  tide 
of  melting  coins  as  soon  as  they  were  released  and  to  per¬ 
mit  gold  to  once  again  circulate.  From  1834  through  1839 
large  quantities  were  produced,  with  bullion  supplied  from 
gold  production  in  North  Carolina  and  Georgia  and  by  gold 
shipments  received  from  France  as  an  indemnity.  Copies  of 
The  Financial  Register  in  our  Research  Department  furnish 
an  interesting  view  of  American  economics  at  the  time  and 
note  that  bullion  dealers  had  a  going  market  for  old  tenor 


gold  coins  minted  prior  to  August  1834.  They  were  quoted 
regularly  on  a  bid  and  ask  basis  significantly  above  face 
value. 

In  1839  the  half  eagle  was  redesigned  by  Christian 
Gobrecht.  The  new  style,  variously  called  the  Braided  Hair, 
Coronet,  or  Liberty  Head  motif,  featured  a  small  head  of 
Miss  Liberty  with  her  hair  styled  compactly,  tied  at  the  back 
with  a  string  of  beads.  The  reverse  was  redesigned  as  well. 
This  general  style  was  minted  continuously  through  1908. 
In  1866  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  was  added  to  the 
reverse.  The  Liberty  Head  half  eagle  coinage  has  a  unique 
distinction  not  accorded  to  any  other  United  States  coin  type 
or  denomination.  Specimens  were  struck  from  time  to  time 
in  each  of  the  seven  different  United  States  mints: 
Philadelphia,  Carson  City,  Charlotte,  Dahlonega,  Denver, 
New  Orleans,  and  San  Francisco. 

In  late  1908  numismatists,  accustomed  to  the  Liberty  Head 
design  and  unaware  a  change  was  in  progress,  were  star¬ 
tled  to  learn  of  a  radical  new  concept  for  the  haf  eagle  (and 
quarter  eagle)  coinage.  At  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  William 
Sturgis  Bigelow,  a  Boston  friend  of  President  Theodore 
Roosevelt,  sculptor  Bela  Lyon  Pratt,  also  of  Boston, 
redesigned  the  motif  to  picture  an  Indian  head  and  the  side 
view  of  a  perched  eagle.  The  format,  unique  in  American 
coinage  (but  hardly  new  in  terms  of  world  coinage;  certain 
ancient  coins  were  made  this  way),  featured  the  lettering 
incised  or  incuse,  rather  than  raised  on  the  coin.  The  op¬ 
posite  of  regular  issues,  the  highest  part  of  the  new  design 
was  the  field  and  the  lowest  was  the  design  itself. 

The  new  concept  met  with  criticism,  with  Samuel  Hud¬ 
son  Chapman,  the  well-known  Philadelphia  coin  dealer, 
writing  to  Theodore  Roosevelt  to  recite  a  list  of  faults,  in¬ 
cluding  the  possibility  for  trapping  dirt  in  the  design  recesses, 
problems  with  stacking,  and  irregularity  of  thickness. 
However,  this  and  other  protests  went  unheeded,  and  the 
Indian  head  style  continued  in  use  intermittently  through 
1929. 
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Prooflike  AU  1795  Half  Eagle 


263  1795  with  small  eagle  reverse.  Breen  1-B.  First  general  design  type 
of  the  half  eagle  denomination.  Obverse  with  Capped  Bust  to  Right, 
reverse  with  Small  Eagle.  The  eagle  is  perched  on  a  palm  branch  and 
holds  aloft  a  wreath. 

The  present  specimen,  described  as  Choice  AU-55,  has  virtually 
a  full  prooflike  surface  and  may  have  been  struck  as  a  presentation 
piece.  Certainly  a  finer  surface  on  an  eagle  of  this  era  would  be  dif¬ 
ficult  to  locate.  One  of  the  finest  known  specimens  of  this  issue.  The 
Louis  Eliasberg  Collection  specimen  sold  by  us  at  auction  in  October 
1982  was  Extremely  Fine-45. 

Purchased  from  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  July  16,  1920.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  95,640. 


1798  Large  8,  13  Stars  Half  Eagle 


264  1798  large  8  in  date.  13  Stars  on  reverse.  Five  berries  on  reverse  branch. 
Breen  2-D.  Struck  from  a  broken  reverse  die  with  several  cud-like 
breaks  visible  at  the  upper  reverse  edge.  Very  Fine-20. 

Purchased  by  private  treaty  from  S.  Bartkowiak  of  Milwaukee  on 
September  3,  1918.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  88,491. 


A  WONDERFUL  PEDIGREE 

Each  coin  in  this  catalogue  was  once  part  of  the  Virgil  Brand  collection. 
Thus,  each  has  a  marvelous  pedigree — it  was  once  part  of  the  greatest  coin 
collection  ever  formed  by  a  private  individual.  As  such,  you  will  treasure 
your  purchases  from  this  auction  for  many  years  to  come. 


Prooflike  1800  Half  Eagle 


265  1800  Choice  EF-45,  prooflike.  Breen  1-D,  a  variety  not  represented 
in  the  Eliasberg  Collection  (although  it  should  be  mentioned  that  Mr. 
Eliasberg  concentrated  on  pre-1800  by  die  varieties  and  did  not  seek 
to  be  comprehensive  after  that  point).  A  sharply  struck  and  thoroughly 
beautiful  specimen  of  this  issue.  Prooflike  surface  is  evident  on  both 
sides.  To  say  that  the  present  coin  is  pleasing  is  probably  as  good 
a  term  as  any  which  readily  comes  to  mind. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  in  March  1913.  From  the  Chicago  Coin 
Company  inventory;  No.  M4085. 


1805  Close  Date  Half  Eagle 


266  1805  close  date.  Perfect  1.  Breen  3-B.  Choice  Extremely  Fine-45.  With 
much  mint  lustre  still  remaining. 

From  the  Chicago  Coin  Company  inventory  via  Theophile  E.  Leon 
in  March  1913.  Inventory  No.  M4087. 


Attractive  1807  Bust  Left  $5 


267  1807  Capped  Draped  Bust  to  Left  variety.  Breen  5-D.  Select  Brilliant 
Uncirculated,  MS-63,  prooflike.  The  fields  of  the  coin  are  virtually 
nonpareil.  The  rims  are  not  sharply  struck  up,  and,  because  of  this, 
some  adjustment  marks  are  visible  in  the  rim  portion  (sharp  striking 
would  have  squeezed  the  metal  into  the  deepest  recesses  and  would 
have  eliminated  the  adjustment  marks).  However,  as  these  mint-caused 
marks  do  not  extend  into  the  field  or  design  they  are  not  particularly 
significant  from  the  standpoint  of  value. 

As  the  first  year  of  the  new  type  designed  by  John  Reich  the  1807 
has  always  been  highly  desired  by  collectors.  The  present  specimen 
is  a  glittering  showpiece  and  should  find  an  appreciative  home  with 
a  discriminating  buyer. 

From  Ben  G.  Green's  sale  of  May  25,  1906,  Lot  433.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  33,377. 


1808/7  Half  Eagle 


268  1808/7  overdate.  Breen  1-A.  Obverse  with  numeral  8  cut  over  a 
previous  7.  The  reverse  is  the  same  as  used  the  preceding  year. 
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Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60.  With  scattered  surface  marks  such 
as  or  obtained  by  storage  in  bags.  A  sharp  and  frosty  piece  with  the 
whisper  of  light  toning  around  the  border.  A  tiny  mark  is  on  the 
obverse  between  the  first  and  second  stars.  Were  it  not  for  this  we 
would  be  tempted  to  call  it  MS-63.  A  magnifying  glass  reveals  that 
this  coin  was  struck  from  an  advanced  state  of  the  obverse  die.  A 
bisecting  crack  extends  from  the  border  through  the  right  side  of  the 
second  digit  in  the  date,  through  the  broach  on  Miss  Liberty's  drapery, 
continuing  through  her  hair,  the  T  in  LIBERTY,  out  through  the  top 
edge.  A  second  and  rather  subliminal  break  extends  from  the  border 
through  the  drapery  at  the  end  of  the  bust  into  the  field.  The  primary 
break  is  described  by  Walter  Breen  on  page  44  of  his  Early  United 
States  Half  Eagles  1795-1838  monograph. 

From  the  Chapman  brothers  by  private  purchase  in  January  1895. 
Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  13,042. 


1808  Half  Eagle 


A 


269  1808  perfect  date.  Breen  4-A.  Date  numerals  evenly  spaced.  5  D  closely 
spaced  on  the  reverse.  The  so-called  "perfect  dies"  variety  in  that  cracks 
are  not  on  the  reverse;  however  an  outline  of  the  impression  of  the 
obverse  portrait,  a  clash  mark,  is  visible  on  the  reverse,  a  situation 
not  noted  by  Walter  Breen. 

Choice  AU-55.  Sharply  struck  and  with  much  mint  lustre.  A  very 
pleasing  specimen  of  this  issue. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low's  sale  of  the  Jacob  Giles  Morris  Collection, 
October  29,  1901,  Lot  98.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  22,662. 


1809/8  Overdate  $5 


270  1809/8  overdate.  Breen  1-A.  The  only  die  variety  of  this  year;  no 
"perfect  date"  coins  are  known. 

Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60.  Sharp  and  frosty.  A  magnifying  glass 
reveals  some  minor  mint-caused  adjustment  marks  at  the  very  out¬ 
side  of  the  rim  at  the  lower  right,  but  these  are  so  insignificant  that 
most  cataloguers  would  not  mention  them.  A  faint  meandering  die 
crack  extends  from  the  bust  point  through  the  first  four  stars,  is  not 
visible  near  the  fifth,  and  then  reappears  at  the  sixth.  This  crack  is 
so  subliminal  near  its  apex  that  the  coin  must  be  tilted  at  a  certain 
angle  to  the  light  and  viewed  under  magnification  in  order  to  observe 
it.  A  magnifying  glass  further  reveals  the  presence  of  two  center  dots, 
a  feature  which,  presumably,  is  common  to  all  known  specimens. 

From  the  Edward  Michael  auction  of  October  27,  1915,  Lot  5.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  78,646. 


271  1810  large  date,  large  5.  Breen  1-A.  Choice  AU-55  with  claims  to 
MS-60.  Some  contact  marks,  particularly  on  the  obverse,  and  a  reverse 
nick  above  the  first  A  in  AMERICA  are  the  reasons  for  us  calling 
this  coin  Choice  AU-55,  but  perhaps  MS-60  would  be  just  as  ap¬ 
propriate.  Again,  the  buyer  can  decide.  A  pleasing  specimen  of  its 
variety. 

The  provenance  is  one  of  two  possibilities:  a  private  purchase  from 
Henry  Chapman  on  August  5,  1916  (Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
80, 737)  or  a  purchase  from  Charles  Steigerwalt,  the  Lancaster  (Penn¬ 
sylvania)  dealer,  on  December  4,  1895  (Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
12,741). 


1811  Tall  5  Half  Eagle 


272  1811  tall  5.  Breen  1-A.  Choice  AU-55.  The  piece  is  hallmarked  by 
a  tiny  lamination  mark  in  the  field  below  the  L  of  PLURIBUS  on  the 
reverse.  Sharp,  frosty,  and  attractive.  Scarcer  than  the  small  5  variety. 

Obtained  privately  from  Henry  Chapman  on  August  15,  1916.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  80,739. 


1811  Small  5  Half  Eagle 

'■  3 

/  . 


273  1811  small  5.  Breen  1-B.  With  numeral  5  smaller  on  the  reverse.  Choice 
AU-55.  Just  a  whisper  away  from  MS-60.  Sharp,  lustrous,  and 
beautiful. 

From  S.  Bartkowiak  of  Milwaukee  in  September  1918.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  88,499. 


1813  Half  Eagle 


274  1813  Breen  1-A.  The  only  die  variety  known  (although  Edgar  H. 
Adams  claimed  the  knowledge  of  a  second,  not  now  located).  Choice 
AU-55.  Sharp  and  lustrous. 

Especially  important  as  the  first  year  of  the  new  design  type.  Now 
the  stars  completely  encircle  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  date  which  is  below.  A  very  popular  design  type. 

This  and  the  following  coin  are  two  (but  which  two  is  not  certain) 
of  the  following  three  pedigree  possibilities:  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  13,047  (privately  from  the  Chapman  brothers  on  January  9,  1895), 
No.  88,861  (S.  Hudson  Chapman  sale  of  October  24,  1918,  Lot  40), 
or  No.  90,568  (from  Kohler  on  December  6,  1918). 
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THANK  YOU 
For  participating  in  our  sale 


275  1813  Breen  1-A.  AU-50  or  slightly  better,  but  with  some  small  graf¬ 
fiti  on  the  reverse.  The  initials  "IM"  and  "LP"  have  been  minutely 
pinscratched.  As  the  monetary  subtraction  to  be  made  for  the  graf¬ 
fiti  is  in  the  eyes  of  the  beholder,  so  to  speak,  here  is  a  piece  which 
should  be  examined  prior  to  bidding. 

For  the  pedigree  possibilities  of  this  coin  see  the  footnote  under  the 
preceding  lot. 


1814/3  Half  Eagle 


276  1814/3  overdate.  Breen  1-A.  The  only  die  variety  known  for  this  year; 
no  "perfect  date"  1814  half  eagles  exist.  Choice  Extremely  Fine-45. 
An  above  average  striking  for  this  issue,  a  variety  which  is  often  weak 
on  the  eagle. 

Obtained  via  Theophile  E.  Leon  from  the  Chicago  Coin  Company 
inventory.  No.  M1825.  The  story  of  the  Chicago  Coin  Company, 
which  commenced  in  1907,  is  related  in  the  book,  "Virgil  Brand:  The 
Man  and  His  Era, "  available  from  the  cataloguers  for  $29  postpaid. 


1818  Half  Eagle 


277  1818  Breen  1-A.  With  wide  5  D  on  reverse.  Noted  as  the  "normal 
dies"  variety  by  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins.  Extremely 
Fine-40.  Some  suggestion  of  prooflike  surface.  The  1818  is  on  the 
"doorstep"  of  the  great  rarities  in  the  half  eagle  series,  which  begin 
the  following  year,  1819.  Generally,  issues  after  this  year  are  few  and 
far  between  on  today's  market,  and  even  the  1818  is  not  seen  with 
any  degree  of  frequency. 


Include  your  items  in  our  next  sale! 


Outstanding  1818  Half  Eagle 


278  1818  Breen  2-B.  Reverse  with  STATESOF  as  one  word.  Select  Brilliant 
Uncirculated,  MS-63.  Exquisitely  and  sharply  struck.  With  obverse 
die  crack.  We  put  this  in  boldface  type,  for  Walter  Breen  specifically 
questions  a  listing  of  several  decades  ago  (the  Bell  Collection)  "which 
claims  a  hairline  obverse  die  crack  not  showing  on  the  plate  or  on 
any  specimen  known  to  me,"  in  his  words.  Curiously,  the  obverse 
die  break  on  the  coin  offered  here,  Breen  2-B,  seems  to  be  very  similar 
to  that  described  by  Breen  for  his  variety  1-A.  A  description  of  the 
break  on  the  presently-offered  coin  follows:  The  break  extends  from 
the  rim  through  the  right  two  arms  of  the  star,  through  the  cap,  just 
below  the  middle  of  the  I  in  LIBERTY,  through  the  hair,  the  earlobe, 
the  neck,  the  curl,  the  neck  again,  the  final  curl,  through  the  top  of 
the  last  8  in  the  date,  slanting  slightly  to  the  right,  through  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  8,  to  the  left  side  of  a  border  denticle. 

While  the  number  of  people  collecting  half  eagles  by  die  varieties 
can  probably  be  counted  on  the  fingers  of  one's  hand,  still  it  is  desirable 
to  extend  space  here  to  clarify  what  is  either  a  new  variation  or  a 
slight  confusion  in  the  Breen  manuscript. 

A  splendid  specimen  worthy  of  close  bidding  attention. 

From  Chicago  dealer  5.  C.  Stevens  in  November  1895.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  14,670. 
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Magnificent  1819  Half  Eagle 


279  1819  With  5D  over  50.  Breen  1-A.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated, 
MS-65,  or  very,  very  close  to  it!  One  of  the  finest  known  examples 
of  this  issue. 

Two  varieties  were  minted  of  the  1819  half  eagle,  both  with  the 
same  obverse.  The  more  interesting  of  the  two,  the  blundered  reverse, 
is  the  variety  offered  here.  In  addition,  a  specimen  with  a  “perfect" 
reverse  was  struck. 

The  1819  half  eagle,  as  a  date,  is  a  great  rarity  in  the  series.  Con¬ 
sidered  as  a  variety,  the  desirability  of  the  present  piece  is  further 
compounded. 

The  specimen  offered  here  is  that  which  originally  appeared  in  the 
Wilson  Collection  sale.  Study  by  Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg,  manager  of 
our  Research  Department,  reveals  that  there  is  possibly  an  error  in 
the  listings  by  Walter  Breen,  and  that  the  Wolfson  Collection  specimen 
sold  by  Stack's,  and  noted  by  Walter  Breen  as  having  earlier  been 
in  the  collection  of  David  S.  Wilson,  evidently  is  not  correct.  With 
this  in  mind,  known  1819  half  eagles  with  a  blundered  reverse  are 
believed  to  be  as  follows: 

1.  The  Wolfson  Collection  specimen,  earlier  in  the  "Memorable  Col¬ 
lection,"  before  that  in  the  "World's  Greatest  Collection"  (F.C.C. 
Boyd),  and  earlier  in  the  collection  of  William  H.  Woodin  (who  ex¬ 
hibited  it  at  the  American  Numismatic  Society  in  1914).  Described 
by  Walter  Breen  as  "Uncirculated." 

2.  The  specimen  offered  by  us  in  our  auction  of  the  Louis  Eliasberg 
Collection  of  United  States  gold  coins,  October  27-29,  1982,  Lot  374. 
Earlier  in  the  John  H.  Clapp  Collection  and  before  that  in  the  Harlan 
P.  Smith  Collection,  1906.  Described  as  Choice  AU-55,  with  most 
original  mint  lustre  remaining. 

3.  The  Adolphe  Menjou  Collection  specimen.  Before  that  owned 
by  Charles  M.  Williams,  William  Forrester  Dunham,  and  Matthew 
Stickney.  Very  Fine. 

4.  The  specimen  appearing  in  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company's 
49th  Sale,  a  duplicate  from  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  earlier  offered 
in  the  Lee  Collection,  the  Colonel  Flanagan  Collection,  and  the  George 
H.  Earle  Collection.  Extremely  Fine  or  better. 

5.  The  example  in  the  January  1963  Schulman-Kreisberg  Sale  from 
an  "Oregon  consignor."  Earlier  in  the  Atwater  and  Carpentier  col¬ 
lections.  Incorrectly  pictured  by  B.  Max  Mehl  in  the  Atwater  offer¬ 
ing  (the  illustration  used  was  the  Dunham  coin;  Mehl  often  used 
"stock"  photographs).  Very  Fine. 


6.  The  Garrett  Collection  sold  by  us  on  behalf  of  The  Johns  Hopkins 
University,  November  1979,  Lot  462,  described  as  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated.  Acquired  by  T.  Harrison  Garrett  from  W.  Elliot  Wood¬ 
ward,  January  27,  1883.  Earlier  from  the  collections  of  Joseph  J. 
Mickley  and  William  Sumner  Appleton.  Not  included  in  the  Breen 
listing. 

7.  The  specimen  offered  here,  acquired  by  Virgil  M.  Brand  from 
the  David  S.  Wilson  Collection  sold  by  S.  Hudson  Chapman,  March 
13  and  14,  1907,  where  $650,  an  immense  price  at  the  time,  was  paid 
for  it. 

Concerning  the  presently-offered  specimen,  S.  Hudson  Chapman 
described  the  piece  as  follows  in  1907: 

"1819  Uncirculated.  Mint  lustre.  Magnificent,  brilliant,  perfectly 
struck  specimen.  The  finest  known.  Excessively  rare;  only  nine  known 
to  exist  [Ed.  note;  This  includes  both  varieties  of  1819  and  was  not 
intended  to  refer  to  just  the  error  reverse];  the  exceeding  rarity  of  this 
date  was  not  appreciated  until  the  Smith  Sale." 

When  Burdette  G.  Johnson,  owner  of  the  St.  Louis  Stamp  &  Coin 
Company,  appraised  the  collection  in  1933  he  called  this  particular 
piece  "a  gem  of  the  first  water."  Indeed,  it  is  one  of  the  finest  known 
examples. 

B.  Max  Mehl,  the  colorful  Fort  Worth,  Texas  dealer,  who  was  un¬ 
questionably  the  most  prominent  professional  numismatist  in  America 
during  the  first  half  of  the  present  century,  believed  that  the  1819  half 
eagle  was  unappreciated.  In  the  1941  Dunham  Sale  he  described  the 
coin  offered  there  with  an  enthusiastic  title,  complete  with  exclama¬ 
tion  point:  "THE  EXCEEDINGLY  RARE  1819  HALF  EAGLE-ONE 
OF  OUR  REALLY  GREAT  RARITIESI" 

His  text  description,  quoted  here  in  part,  is  likewise  enthusiastic: 

"The  second  rarest  half  eagle,  next  in  rarity  to  the  matchless  1822, 
has  always  been  considered  to  be  the  1815  half  eagle.  The  1819  has 
always  been  recognized  as  the  third  rarest  of  the  entire  series.  But 
from  the  records  of  the  number  of  specimens  offered  in  the  past  50 
years,  I  believe  that  while  the  1815  is  and  should  be  rated  as  the  sec¬ 
ond  rarest  half  eagle,  but  from  the  same  records  it  is  certainly  evi¬ 
dent  that  the  1819  is — if  not  as  rare  as  the  1815 — most  certainly  a 
mightly  close  second. 

"From  1890  until  the  present  time  [1941]  there  w'ere  offered  at  auc¬ 
tion  three  specimens  of  the  1815  half  eagle.  The  first  in  the  Harlan 
P.  Smith  Sale,  where  the  coin  brought  $1,050.  The  next  specimen  sold 
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was  in  the  follow'ing  year,  1907,  in  the  Matthew  A.  Stickney  Sale, 
where  the  coin  sold  for  $2,000.  The  third  specimen  was  in  my  sale 
of  the  famous  James  Ten  Eyck  Collection,  in  1922,  where  the  1815 
half  eagle  brought  $2,200  plus  a  5%  buyer's  commission. 

"Since  my  sale  of  the  Ten  Eyck  Collection  in  May  1922,  not  another 
1815  half  eagle  has  been  offered  at  auction.  However,  I  have  handled 
and  sold  three  specimens  at  private  sale  during  this  period,  although 
two  of  these  specimens  were  previously  sold  at  auction  and  were  not 
new'ly  discovered  or  additional  specimens. 

"During  the  same  period  of  numismatic  history,  from  1890  until 
the  present  time  [1941],  more  than  50  years,  there  were  only  four 
specimens  of  the  1819  half  eagle  offered  at  auction — just  one  more 
than  were  offered  of  the  1815... 

"Since  my  sale  of  the  Ten  Eyck  Collection  in  1922  I  can  find  no 
record  of  a  single  other  specimen  having  been  offered  at  auction. 
Although  I  have  had  four  1815  half  eagles  pass  through  my  hands 
during  the  same  period,  handling  one  of  them  twice,  making  a  total 
of  six  sales  of  1815  half  eagles,  I  have  had  in  my  40  years  in  the 
numismatic  business  but  two  1819  half  eagles. 

"So,  from  [my  records]  it  can  be  very  easily  noted  that  the  1819 
is  just  about  on  a  par  in  rarity  and  value  with  the  1815  half  eagle, 
which  has  an  auction  record  of  well  over  $2,200,  and  a  record  at 
private  sale  of  over  $4,000!  Then,  truly,  the  1819  half  eagle  can  cer¬ 
tainly  be  classed  among  the  really  great  American  numismatic  rarities." 

In  offering  a  coin  such  as  this  one  has  a  sense  of  posterity.  While 
we  are  very  grateful  for  having  had  the  opportunity  to  have  sold  the 


Garrett  Collection  piece  in  1979  for  The  Johns  Hopkins  University 
and  the  Louis  Eliasberg  Collection  coins  last  year,  when  we  con¬ 
template  the  present  coin  we  cannot  help  but  wonder  whether  we  ever 
will  be  able  to  offer  such  a  piece  again.  We  remember  that  it  was  a 
long  span  of  years,  from  1922  until  1979,  until  a  1787  Brasher  doubloon 
appeared  at  auction.  Then  in  1979  two  pieces  appeared  (one  offered 
by  Rarcoa  and  the  other  by  ourselves).  Then  within  the  space  of  two 
years.  Stack's  offered  one  at  private  sale,  and  we  offered  a  further 
specimen  at  auction!  Probably  never  again  in  numismatic  history — 
should  one  study  records  from  the  vantage  point  of  1,000  years  from 
the  present  time — will  anyone  ever  have  such  a  conjunction  of  this 
illustrious  coin.  Indeed,  it  may  well  be  another  half  century  or  more 
before  even  an  individual  1787  Brasher  doubloon  comes  up  for  auc¬ 
tion.  When  will  we  handle  another  1819  of  this  variety?  Good  things 
have  had  a  way  of  happening  to  us  (for  which  we  are  very  thankful), 
but,  still,  perhaps  decades  will  elapse  before  another  comes  our  way. 
In  any  event,  the  present  piece  is  certainly  one  of  the  highlights  of 
our  firm's  numismatic  career — representing  as  it  does  one  of  the  very 
finest  known  specimens  of  one  of  the  very  rarest  of  all  American  half 
eagles.  We  will  be  envious  of  the  person  who  buys  it! 

Obtained  from  5.  Hudson  Chapman  sale  of  the  David  S.  Wilson 
Collection  in  1907.  The  price  paid  was  $650.  Appraised  by  B.G. 
fohnson  for  $2,000  and  by  Henry  Chapman  for  $1,850  in  1933  when 
the  Virgil  Brand  estate  was  divided.  The  coin  went  to  Armin  Brand, 
who  later  gave  it  as  a  Christmas  gift  to  his  wife  Frieda.  Later  it  was 
owned  by  Jane  Brand  Allen  and  became  part  of  her  estate. 
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Gem  Proof 

1829  Half  Eagle 

Large  Planchet 


Gem  Proof  1829  Large  Planchet  Half  Eagle 


280  1829  large  planchet.  Breen  1-A.  Type  of  1828.  Large  diameter  style 
as  used  from  1813  to  1829.  Also  called  the  Large  Date  variety,  par¬ 
ticularly  years  ago. 

A  one-sided  Proof.  The  obverse  is  Gem  Proof-67.  The  reverse  is 
Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-67.  A  superb  specimen,  believed  to 
be  the  finest  known  example.  From  the  David  S.  Wilson  Sale  held 
by  S.  Hudson  Chapman  in  1907.  An  envelope  with  an  inscription  writ¬ 
ten  in  the  hand  of  Burdette  G.  Johnson  describes  the  coin  as  follows: 
Large  date.  Proof  1829.  Probably  finest  one  in  existence.  A  gem. 

Here  offered  is  one  of  the  greatest  highlights  of  the  present  sale  and, 
indeed,  one  of  the  greatest  highlights  of  Virgil  Brand's  original  col¬ 
lection!  It  certainly  is  one  of  the  most  important  American  gold  coins 
ever  to  cross  the  auction  block. 

The  1829  exists  in  two  varieties,  the  Large  Planchet  style  (here  of¬ 
fered),  which  is  the  rarest,  and  the  Small  Planchet  style,  which  is  also 
a  great  rarity. 

Walter  Breen  traces  the  existence  of  only  five  examples  of  this  issue, 
to  which  can  be  added  the  Garrett  Collection  coin  (Lot  471  auctioned 
by  us  in  November  1979)  and  the  present  issue.  The  1829  Large  Plan¬ 
chet  is  the  third  rarest  variety  of  its  design  type,  surpassed  only  by 
the  1822  and  the  1825/4  overdate.  It  is  quite  possible  that  the  coin 
offered  here  is  the  finest  known  example.  Certainly  its  Proof  status 
gives  it  a  special  cachet,  but,  at  the  same  time,  we  must  pay  our  respects 
to  the  Louis  Eliasberg  Collection  coin  auctioned  by  us  last  November 
which  was  described  as  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  obverse 
with  a  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-67  reverse. 

The  examples  currently  known  to  us  are  as  follows: 

1.  The  Parmelee  coin.  From  the  Lorin  G.  Parmelee  Collection  sold 
by  the  New  York  Coin  &  Stamp  Company  (Harlan  P.  Smith  and 
David  Proskey)  in  June  1890.  At  the  time  the  Parmelee  Collection 
was  considered  to  be  the  finest  cabinet  of  United  States  coins  ever 
formed.  The  1890  auction  proved  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  non-events 
in  American  numismatic  history.  The  coins  received  scant  descrip¬ 
tions,  and  publicity  for  the  sale  was  minimal.  The  coin  went  to  Byron 
Reed,  who  jn  the  late  nineteenth  century  bequeathed  it  to  the  City 
of  Omaha,  Nebraska.  Today  it  is  in  Omaha  City  Library. 

2.  The  Harlan  P.  Smith  coin.  Harlan  P.  Smith,  a  fine  numismatist 
and  a  connoisseur  of  the  gold  series,  was  an  active  collector  and  dealer 
during  the  late  nineteenth  century.  Although  he  was  also  involved 
in  other  arrangements,  his  most  famous  connection  was  with  David 
Proskey  in  the  conduct  of  the  New  York  Coin  &  Stamp  Company. 
In  May  1906  the  Chapman  brothers  sold  the  Smith  Collection,  pro¬ 
ducing  a  catalogue  which  included  among  other  gold  rarities  the  1815 
and  1822  half  eagle.  The  1829  Large  Planchet  half  eagle  in  the  offer¬ 
ing  was  acquired  by  John  H.  Clapp.  In  1942  it  was  sold  to  Louis 
Eliasberg.  In  October  1983  we  offered  this  coin  at  auction,  where  it 
appjeared  as  Lot  387  of  The  United  States  Gold  Coin  Collection. 

3.  The  Colonel  E.H.R.  Green  coin.  It  is  believed  that  this  specimen 
earlier  was  in  the  Waldo  C.  Newcomer  Collection  and  was  sold  by 
private  treaty  by  B.  Max  Mehl.  Later  it  went  to  the  King  Farouk  Col¬ 
lection,  then  into  the  collection  of  Dr.  Clifford  Smith.  At  the  1976 


American  Numismatic  Association  Sale  the  coin  reappeared  and  was 
sold  to  Harry  Bass,  the  well-known  Texas  gold  specialist. 

4.  The  William  Cutler  Atwater  coin  sold  by  B.  Max  Mehl  in  1946. 

5.  The  Edwin  Shapiro  coin.  Believed  to  have  been  discovered  in 
Europe.  Sold  at  the  1964  American  Numismatic  Association  Conven¬ 
tion  Sale. 

6.  The  Garrett  Collection  coin  described  and  offered  as  Lot  471  by 
us  in  November  1979  for  The  Johns  Hopkins  University. 

7.  The  coin  offered  here  from  the  Virgil  Brand  Collection,  earlier 
from  the  collection  of  David  S.  Wilson  sold  by  S.  Hudson  Chapman 
in  1907. 

For  clarification  we  mention  the  description  given  by  Walter  Breen 
in  his  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins.  He 
notes: 

"Only  one  of  the  six  known  specimens  [of  the  1829  Large  Planchet 
half  eagle]  has  the  slightest  claim  to  Proof  status.  This  is  the  Atwater 
coin,  formerly  from  David  S.  Wilson,  earlier  from  the  Randall  Col¬ 
lection  (1885).  Obverse  Proof.  Reverse  Uncirculated.  In  the  Atwater 
sale,  Mehl's  26th-line  description  failed  to  mention  the  grade!" 

We  now  know  that  the  Atwater  and  Wilson  coins  are  two  different 
specimens.  As  Walter  Breen  did  not  refer  to  the  Atwater  catalogue 
in  determining  the  grade,  for  the  grade  was  not  stated,  we  presume 
that  the  specimen  offered  here  may  be  the  only  known  example  with 
a  claim  to  Proof  status.  If  the  Atwater  Collection  coin  surfaces  and 
is  similar,  then  there  may  be  another  candidate,  but  as  of  this  writing 
this  information  is  not  known. 

The  term  "Proof"  was  not  used  until  the  1850s.  "Master  coins"  was 
the  term  employed  earlier.  What  are  known  today  as  "one-sided 
Proofs"  were  made  on  number  of  instances  in  the  1820s.  While  no 
documentation  was  kept  of  the  production  of  Master  coins,  it  is  as¬ 
sumed  that  one-sided  Proofs  were  produced  in  response  to  the  custom 
of  keeping  coins  face  upward  in  a  cabinet.  The  side  that  was  to  be 
viewed,  the  obverse,  was  struck  from  specially  polished  dies.  The 
reverse  appeared  as  a  business  strike.  Only  relatively  few  one-sided 
Proofs  were  made,  probably  sporadically  in  response  to  specific  calls 
for  them.  In  the  instance  of  the  1829  half  eagle,  it  may  well  be  the 
case  that  just  one  was  struck. 

In  closing  the  present  description  we  quote  S.  Hudson  Chapman's 
1907  catalogue  description  of  this  coin: 

"1829  Large  date.  Large  stars.  Border  of  broad  serratures.  Obverse 
Brilliant  Proof.  Reverse  Uncirculated,  with  mint  lustre.  Magnificent 
specimen.. .  This  is  also  excessively  rare,  but  of  the  present  Large  Date 
variety  I  know  of  only  three  specimens  besides  Mr.  Wilson's.  It  may 
therefore  prove  to  be  the  rarest  variety  of  the  half  eagles." 

From  the  David  S.  Wilson  Collection  sold  by  S.  Hudson  Chapman, 
March  13,  1907,  Lot  79.  Possibly  earlier  from  Randall,  1885.  Like  the 
preceding  coin,  the  1829  Large  Planchet  was  given  by  Armin  Brand 
to  his  wife  Frieda  as  a  Christmas  gift. 
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Unique  Proof 

1832  Half  Eagle 

13  Stars 


281  1832  square-base  2. 13  stars.  Breen-2.  Brilliant  Proof-60  to  63.  David 
Akers,  who  did  not  know  of  or  examine  the  present  coin,  does  not 
describe  the  existence  of  such  a  coin,  noting  "to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge,  no  Proofs  of  this  date  exist."  However,  Walter  Breen 
observes  that  "a  single  13-star  Proof  coin  is  rumored  to  exist."  To 
the  best  of  our  knowledge  this  coin,  long  hidden  from  the  view  of 
scholars,  is  unique.  We  are  not  aware  of  any  other  specimen  in  any 
other  collection.  At  a  Chicago  Numismatic  Society  meeting  on  Oc¬ 
tober  2,  1908,  Virgil  exhibited  an  1832  half  eagle  in  Proof.  This  must 
be  the  coin  that  is  rumored  to  exist  by  Walter  Breen. 

On  its  own,  irrespective  of  date  or  variety,  the  present  1832  would 
be  a  landmark  coin  because  of  its  Proof  status.  However,  the  desirabili¬ 
ty  does  not  end  there.  In  fact,  it  just  beginsi  The  1832  13-star  half 
eagle  is  a  rarity  in  its  own  right.  It  is  believed  that  only  20  or  so 
specimens  exist  in  all  grades,  despite  a  reported  mintage  figure  of 
157,487  piecesi  Probably  most  of  them  were  kept  on  hand  and  were 
melted  after  1834.  As  mentioned  in  the  introduction  to  the  present 
denomination,  at  the  time  of  issue  such  pieces  were  worth  more  on 
a  melt-down  basis  than  face  value,  so  they  went  into  the  hands  of 
brokers  and  speculators. 

Purchased  from  Chatlin  in  August  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  44,913.  In  1935  Armin  Brand  gave  this  coin  as  a  Christmas  gift 
to  his  daughter  fane. 
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1834  no  motto.  Plain  4.  First  year  of  the  so-called  Classic  Head  style, 
a  motif  continued  through  1838.  AU-50,  prooflike.  The  first  in  a  rather 
remarkable  offering,  remarkable  for  its  quantity.  An  ideal  opportunity 
to  obtain  an  early  half  eagle  with  a  Virgil  Brand  pedigree. 

1834  Classic  Head,  without  motto,  plain  4.  Variety  as  preceding. 
Choice  EF-45. 

1834  variety  as  preceding.  Another.  Extremely  Fine-40. 

1834  variety  as  preceding.  Still  another.  Extremely  Fine-40. 

1834  variety  as  preceding.  Still  another.  Extremely  Fine-40. 

1834  variety  as  preceding.  A  further  coin.  Choice  VF-30. 

1834  variety  as  preceding.  Still  another  specimen.  Choice  VF-30. 

1834  variety  as  preceding.  Still  another.  Choice  VF-30. 

1834  variety  as  preceding.  A  final  coin  of  this  variety  in  the  present 
catalogue.  Choice  VF-30. 


1835  Choice  AU-55.  Very,  very  close  to  MS-60.  Sharply  struck  and 
very  lustrous.  Not  rare  as  a  date,  but  in  this  condition  quite  elusive. 

1835  Choice  VF-30. 

1836  Choice  VF-30 

1836  Choice  EF-45.  Some  original  lustre  still  remains. 


Mintage  of  17,205  specimens.  The  issue  is  scarce  in  all  grades  and 
yet,  like  many  gold  rarities  of  the  nineteenth  century,  the  catalogue 
value  is  not  particularly  high.  An  added  feature  of  the  1839-C  is  the 
mintmark  position  on  the  obverse,  a  location  used  only  this  year.  Very 
Fine-20. 

305  1840-0  Scarce  and  undervalued.  Extremely  Fine-40.  With  some  black 
dirt  in  the  recessed  areas;  a  candidate  for  simple  cleaning  with  acetone 
combined  with  some  patience. 


306  1841  A  sleeper;  an  unrecognized  rarity.  Extremely  Fine-40,  but  with 
two  short  scratches,  one  on  the  obverse  and  one  on  the  reverse.  David 
Akers,  our  oft-quoted  source  for  auction  information,  observes  that 
this  issue  has  appeared  in  public  sales  less  often  than  any  coins  of 
the  1839  or  1840  issues  and  also  less  often  than  1841-C  or  1841-D. 
However,  the  coin  catalogues  very  little.  Perhaps  therein  lies  an 
opportunity! 


307  1841-D  Choice  Extremely  Fine-45  with  some  prooflike  surface.  A  tiny 
nick  on  the  rim  below  the  third  digit  of  the  date  serves  to  identify 
the  piece.  Very,  very  scarce. 

308  1843  AU-50,  lustrous. 


295  1836  Choice  EF-45.  Another  specimen. 

296  1836  Extremely  Fine-40. 

297  1836  nominally  Choice  VF-30,  but  with  much  prooflike  surface,  in¬ 
cluding  within  the  shield  stripes  of  the  eagle  on  the  reverse.  It  is  not 
out  of  the  question  that  this  piece  may  have  been  struck  as  a  Proof 
and  then,  later,  put  into  circulation.  A  tiny  “X"  mark  in  the  field  to 
the  left  of  the  first  S  in  STATES  serves  to  identify  the  piece.  If  you 
are  a  specialist,  bring  your  magnifying  glass  to  our  lot  viewing  ses¬ 
sion  and  examine  this  piece  carefully.  It  just  might  be  more  than  you 
expect. 

298  1836  Very  Fine-20. 

Note:  The  pieces  offered  here  represent  only  a  small  fraction  of  the 
Classic  Head  half  eagles  once  owned  by  Virgil  Brand.  The  present 
writer  suspects  that  Virgil  Brand  gave  some  type  of  blanket  instruc¬ 
tions  to  several  banks  in  the  1890s,  asking  them  to  save  for  him  all 
Classic  Head  quarter  eagles  and  half  eagles  that  they  might  find.  His 
purchase  ledger  records  numerous  acquisitions  of  bulk  lots  of  gold 
coins  of  the  period.  It  can  be  surmised  that  these  consisted  of  earlier 
issues  together  with,  perhaps,  certain  mintmarks. 

299  1837  Choice  VF-30. 

300  1837  Choice  VF-30. 

301  1838  Extremely  Fine-40.  Last  year  of  the  Classic  Head  style. 

302  1838  Extremely  Fine-40.  Another  specimen. 

303  1839  Choice  VF-30.  First  year  of  the  Coronet  or  Liberty  Head  type 
by  Christian  Gobrecht.  David  Akers  notes  that  “the  head  of  Liberty 
on  this  and  the  other  issues  of  1839  is  distinctly  different  from  the 
head  on  coins  dated  1840  and  later;  the  difference  is  sufficient  that 
the  1839  should  be  considered  a  one  year  only  type  coin." 

304  1839-C  First  year  of  type,  as  earlier  noted.  Scarce  Charlotte  issue. 


309  1843-0  Large  letters  Choice  VF-30.  Scarce  issue. 

310  1844  Choice  Very  Fine-30.  "Moderately  rare  in  all  grades,"  notes  David 
Akers. 

Note:  The  half  eagle,  eagle,  and  double  eagle  were  all  "workhorse" 
coins  made  in  large  quantities  to  serve  in  commercial  transactions, 
international  payments,  and  the  like.  Although  numismatists  of  the 
nineteenth  century  were  attracted  to  a  degree  to  gold  dollars,  quarter 
eagles,  and  $3,  only  a  relative  few  numismatists  were  interested  in 
$5,  $10,  and  $20  pieces  of  the  Liberty  Head  style.  In  general, 
numismatic  interest  in  half  eagles  ended  with  the  1834  or,  in  a  few 
cases,  with  the  issues  dated  through  1838.  Interest  in  eagles  ended  with 
the  1804  issues,  and  there  was  hardly  any  interest  in  double  eagles. 
All  of  this  is  explained  to  quite  some  length  in  the  present  writer's 
book,  United  States  Cold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History,  published 
in  1982.  It  was  not  until  well  into  the  present  century  that  interest 
to  a  degree  developed  in  half  eagles,  eagles,  and  double  eagles  of  the 
late  nineteenth  century,  by  which  time  few  high  grade  specimens  still 
survive.  Thus,  grades  such  as  Very  Fine  and  Extremely  Fine  are  "par 
for  the  course"  in  even  the  finest  specialized  collections  of  these  series 
today.  For  some  issues.  Uncirculated  pieces  simply  do  not  exist. 

311  1844-D  Choice  Very  Fine-30.  Popular  Dahlonega  issue.  The  present 
grade  is  the  condition  usually  encountered. 

312  1844-0  Choice  Very  Fine-30. 

313  1845  Choice  Very  Fine-30.  Like  so  many  half  eagles  of  this  period, 
the  1845  is  seldom  seen  in  significantly  higher  grades.  Although  it  is 
not  a  rare  date,  or  even  a  scarce  date  for  that  matter,  in  higher  con¬ 
ditions  such  a  piece  would  be  a  great  rarity. 

314  1846  Extremely  Fine-40.  Some  mint  lustre  still  remains  in  protected 
areas. 

315  1847  Choice  AU-55,  lustrous.  With  7  in  the  date  double  cut,  with 
vestiges  of  a  smaller  7  peering  out  from  above  the  regular  7  (Breen-3). 
A  somewhat  related  variety  exists  among  large  cents  of  the  same  year 
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(and  also  the  1867  Indian  cent  claims  a  7  over  7  variety).  While  AU 
examples  of  1847  half  eagles  in  general  are  not  particularly  rare,  for 
the  variety  at  hand  (with  the  double  7)  the  AU  classification  is  quite 
desirable. 

Believed  to  have  been  purchased  from  B.  Max  Mehl's  82nd  Sale, 
the  L.  Langfelder  and  A.  Jaedicke  collections,  November  22,  1921, 
Lot  1082.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  116,130. 

316  1847  Extremely  Fine-40.  Very  interesting  variety  with  extra  7  at  the 
border  (Breen-4).  A  magnifying  glass  reveals  the  top  of  an  extraneous 
7  digit  just  above  the  denticles  far  below  the  right  side  of  the  4  of 
the  date.  Appparently  the  date  punch  was  resting  against  the  die, 
preparatory  to  positioning  it  and  hitting  it  with  a  hammer,  when  it 
inadvertently  was  tapped,  thus  causing  the  error.  It  is  not  conceivable, 
even  by  the  wildest  stretch  of  imagination,  that  the  7  could  have  been 
put  there  as  a  serious  attempt  at  dating  the  die.  A  very  interesting 
coin  for  the  specialist. 

Believed  to  have  been  acquired  from  S.  Hudson  Chapman  in  April 
1907.  Virgil  Brand,  intrigued  by  the  variety,  paid  $12  for  it  at  the 
time,  a  significant  premium  for  1847  as  a  date  was  and  is  common. 
Inventory  No.  37,687. 

317  1848  Extremely  Fine-40.  With  much  original  mint  lustre.  David  Akers 
notes:  "Despite  the  comparatively  high  mintage  for  the  period,  the 
1848  is  a  rare  coin,  as  rare  as  many  of  the  mintmarked  coins  of  the 
1840s  with  much  lower  mintages."  The  same  writer  goes  on  to  say 
that  no  Uncirculated  piece  had  been  offered  for  auction  within  the 
six  years  preceding  his  compilation. 

318  1849  Choice  VF-30.  Far  scarcer  than  the  mintage  figure  w’ould  indicate. 


327  1855-C  Very  Fine-20,  but  with  several  nasty  rim  cuts,  specifically  two 
on  the  obverse  and  two  on  the  reverse,  with  a  couple  other  stray  marks 
on  the  reverse  rim  as  well. 


328  1855-S  Choice  Extremely  Fine-45.  Much  mint  lustre  still  remains.  A 
sharp  piece  which  apparently  is  scarcer  than  either  1855-C  or  1855-D 
in  terms  of  past  auction  appearances.  Struck  during  the  second  year 
of  operation  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  When  the  piece  was  made, 
private  gold  coins  were  still  being  produced  (by  Wass,  Molitor  &  Com¬ 
pany  in  San  Francisco,  for  example). 

From  Joseph  C.  Mitchelson  in  June  1908.  Inventory  No.  44,720. 

329  1856  Choice  Very  Fine-30. 

330  1856-S  Large  S  variety.  Choice  Very  Fine-30. 

331  1856-S  Medium  S  (Breen-2)  Choice  Very  Fine-30. 

332  1857  Extremely  Fine-40.  Some  mint  lustre  still  remaining.  Here  is  a 
coin  which  catalogues  just  $275  in  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States 
Coins  but  which  David  Akers  describes  as  "a  very  scarce  coin  in  any 
condition." 


319  1851  Choice  VF-30.  Another  undervalued  date. 

320  1851-0  Very  Fine-20  with  tiny  "X"  scratched  in  the  obverse  field.  "This 
is  a  very  rare  date  in  any  grade"  notes  David  Akers,  who  could  find 
relatively  few  auction  listings.  Again,  this  piece  has  a  very  low  Guide 
Book  of  United  States  Coins  listing. 

321  1852  Choice  Very  Fine-30.  With  some  original  mint  lustre. 


322  1852-C  AU-50,  prooflike.  A  very  sharp  and  pleasing  specimen  of  this 
Charlotte  Mint  issue.  Of  the  72,574  pieces  originally  struck,  probably 
no  more  than  50  to  100  can  be  traced  today,  most  of  which  are 
significantly  less  in  condition  than  the  one  offered  here. 

Purchased  from  Joseph  C.  Mitchelson  in  October  1908.  Inventory 
No.  45,635. 


333  1857-S  Small  mintmark.  Extremely  Fine-40,  but  with  a  small  mark 
behind  the  neck.  Seldom  seen  in  finer  condition. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  in  July  1920.  Inventory  No.  95,705. 


334  1858-S  Very  Fine-20.  The  San  Francisco  Mint  coins  from  this  era  are 
severely  undervalued.  For  example,  David  Akers  notes:  "Beginning 
with  1858  and  extending  to  1876,  the  San  Francisco  Mint  half  eagles 
are,  without  exception,  extremely  rare  better  than  Extremely  Fine  and 
some  are  actually  unknown  (to  me  at  least)  above  that  grade.  The 
1858-S  is  the  first  of  that  run  of  rare  San  Francisco  Mint  coins  and, 
as  the  auction  data  clearly  indicates,  it  is  a  major  rarity  in  any  condi¬ 
tion,  with  only  33  auction  appearances  in  my  survey..." 

And  yet  the  present  coin  has  a  catalogue  value  of  just  $250111  We 
feel  compelled  to  use  multiple  exclamation  points  simply  to  point  out 
that  there  are  many  marvelous  opportunities  which  are  not  recognized 
by  the  casual  collector.  This  1858-S  is  one  of  them. 


323  1853  Choice  Extremely  Fine-45.  Kept  from  the  AU-55  classification 
by  two  nicks,  one  on  the  obverse  and  one  on  the  reverse,  both  in 
the  rim  denticles.  David  Akers'  book,  which  really  should  be  con¬ 
sulted  by  anyone  seriously  interested  in  U.S.  gold  coins,  notes  that 
the  "common  date"  status  given  to  this  by  A  Guide  Book  of  United 
States  Coins  "is  very  misleading." 

324  1854  Choice  Very  Fine-30.  David  Akers  has  the  same  thing  to  say 
about  the  1854— despite  catalogue  listings  otherwise,  the  piece  is  cer¬ 
tainly  not  a  common  date. 

325  1854-0  Extremely  Fine-40.  Popular  New  Orleans  issue;  46,000  were 
struck.  "Very  scarce  in  all  grades"  notes  David  Akers. 

326  1855  Choice  VF-30.  At  the  risk  of  sounding  like  the  proverbial  broken 
record,  we  note  that  David  Akers  observed  that  the  piece,  while  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  a  common  date  by  catalogues  "certainly  is  not"  (in  the 
words  of  that  writer).  Again  we  emphasize  that  among  nineteenth 
century  United  States  gold  coins  there  are  many  undervalued  pieces— 
thus  presenting  an  opportunity  for  those  who  take  the  care  to  ferret 
them  out. 


335  1860-S  Fine-15.  Not  a  prizewinner  from  the  standpoint  of  condition, 
but  certainly  a  scarce  issue. 

336  1861  Choice  Extremely  Fine-45.  Much  mint  lustre  still  remains  in  the 
protected  area  of  the  coin's  surface. 

337  1865-S  Choice  Very  Fine-30.  Quite  elusive  in  all  conditions.  Another 
recognized  scarcity,  if  not  a  rarity. 

The  pedigree  possibilities  for  this  coin  are  two:  purchases  from 
Joseph  C.  Mitchelson  in  June  1908  (inventory  No.  44, 725)  and  March 
1909  (No.  40,847). 

338  1866-S  without  motto.  Fine-15.  Only  9,000  pieces  were  minted.  Very 
scarce  issue. 

339  1866-S  with  motto.  Fine-15.  With  very  tiny  S  mintmark, 

340  1868  Choice  Very  Fine- 30.  With  a  mintage  of  5,725  this  coin  is  one 
of  the  most  elusive  issues  of  its  era. 

341  1868-S  Choice  Very  Fine-30. 
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342  1871-S  Very  Fine-20.  A  common  issue. 

343  1872-CC  Fine-12.  Popular  Carson  City  issue;  16,980  were  minted.  Ap¬ 
parently  obtainable  only  in  circulated  grades  (no  Uncirculated  piece 
is  recorded  in  the  literature). 

From  Joseph  C.  Mitchelson  in  June  1907.  Inventory  No.  38,638. 

344  1872-S  Very  Fine-20.  Not  dazzling  condition,  but  "par  for  the  course" 
for  this  date.  Elusive  in  all  grades. 

345  1874  Extremely  Fine-40.  A  pleasing  specimen  of  a  date  which  David 
Akers  notes  is  "very  rare  in  all  grades."  Once  more  we  note  that  the 
present  catalogue  is  laced  with  interesting  opportunities  to  acquire 
coins  which  are  severely  undervalued  in  popular  catalogues. 

346  1874-CC  The  most  often  seen  Carson  City  issue  of  the  denomination. 
VF-20  obverse;  Choice  VF-30  reverse.  The  lesser  grade  of  the  obverse 
is  explained  by  characteristics  of  striking,  not  by  wear. 

From  Joseph  C.  Mitchelson  in  Mary  1905.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  29,803. 


Rare  1876  Half  Eagle 


347  1876  Impaired  Proof.  Actually,  the  coin  is  very  impaired  and  grades 
Extremely  Fine-40.  Possessing  a  sharp  appearance  with  a  wealth  of 
details,  the  coin  at  this  point  has  Proof  surface  only  in  protected  areas 
(including  letter  spaces,  shield  stripes,  etc.). 

1876  is  characterized  as  a  scarce  date  in  all  grades.  Only  1,477  were 
struck,  including  45  Proofs.  A  prized  item  for  the  specialist. 


Prooflike  1876-CC  Half  Eagle 


348  1876-CC  Choice  AU-55,  prooflike.  A  splendid,  dazzling  specimen  of 
this  scarce  issue.  1876-CC  has  the  lowest  mintage  (6,887)  of  any  Car- 
son  City  coin  of  this  denomination.  David  Akers  notes  that  he  has 
seen  "a  small  number  of  Extremely  Fine  examples  and  two  at  the  AU 
level,  but  never  a  strictly  Uncirculated  one."  A  marvelous  piece  which 
the  specialist  will  find  very  tempting. 

Purchased  on  June  18th,  1908  from  J.C.  Mitchelson  as  part  of  a 
group  of  three  similar  coins  at  $6  each.  Mitchelson,  who  traveled  ex¬ 
tensively  around  the  United  States,  was  a  major  supplier  to  Virgil 
Brand  during  the  period.  Probably  Mitchelson,  like  Brand,  furnished 
bankers  with  lists  of  desired  issues,  paying  a  nominal  premium  for 
them.  (Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  44,738). 

349  1877-CC  Extremely  Fine-40.  A  beautiful  specimen,  a  coin  that  few 
others  can  match  in  quality.  David  Akers  cites  no  Uncirculated  auc¬ 
tion  records  and  only  three  AU  appearances  (our  auction  of  December 
1977,  Stack's  ANA  Sale  of  1976,  and  Steve  Ivy's  Sale  of  February 
1979). 

Another  major  opportunity  for  the  specialist. 

350  1877-S  Extremely  Fine-40.  Scarce  and  undervalued. 

351  1878  Very  Fine-20.  One  of  the  commoner  issues  of  the  era. 

352  1879  Extremely  Fine-40.  Relatively  easy  to  find  in  this  grade.  (To  be 
fair  we  should  mention  when  coins  are  common,  to  balance  our  rari¬ 
ty  descriptions!). 


353  1879-CC  Choice  Very  Fine-30.  Sharp  and  attractive.  Mintage:  17,281 
pieces. 

354  1879-S  Choice  Extremely  Fine-45.  Much  original  mint  lustre  still 
remains. 

355  1880  Choice  Extremely  Fine-45.  Virtually  a  twin,  condition-wise,  to 
the  preceding  coin.  Very  common  issue  (and,  as  such,  perhaps  an  in¬ 
expensive  "souvenir"  of  the  Virgil  Brand  Collection). 


356  1880-S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  with  some  claims  to 
MS-67.  A  nice  piece  for  the  bidder  who  is  condition-conscious  (of 
which  there  are  many).  A  common  date  (such  as  this)  in  very,  very 
nice  condition  is  always  popular.  Consider  it  as  a  piece  for  your  gold 
type  set. 

357  1881  Choice  Extremely  Fine-45.  Much  mint  lustre  still  remains.  A  com¬ 
mon  issue. 


358  1881-CC.  Choice  Very  Fine- 30.  Very  elusive  in  all  grades.  A  pleasing 
piece.  Mintage:  13,886. 

From  Joseph  C.  Mitchelson  in  May  1905.  Inventory  No.  44,740. 

359  1881-S  Choice  AU-55. 

360  1882  AU-50. 

361  1882-S  Choice  Extremely  Fine-45.  Much  original  mint  lustre  still 
remains. 

362  1883-S  Choice  VF-30.  "The  1883-S  is  a  very  scarce  date  in  any  condi¬ 
tion  and  its  "common  date"  status  in  the  standard  pricing  guides  is 
totally  inaccurate,"  notes  David  Akers. 

363  1884-CC  Very  Fine-20  or  slightly  finer.  Popular  Carson  City  issue. 
Mintage  of  16,402  pieces. 

364  1884-S  Choice  Extremely  Fine-45.  Sharp  and  lustrous. 

365  1885-S  AU-50.  Most  original  mint  lustre  still  survives. 

366  1886  Extremely  Fine-40. 

367  1886-S  Choice  AU-55.  Separated  from  the  MS-60  classification  by  a 
few  marks  in  the  obverse  field. 

368  1887-S  Choice  AU-55. 

369  1888-S  Extremely  Fine-40. 

370  1890  Extremely  Fine-40  but  with  mounting  mark  on  the  top  rim,  in¬ 
dicating  the  piece  was  once  used  as  jewelry.  Lightly  polished  years 
ago.  Scarce  issue.  (Mintage:  4,328  pieces). 

371  1891-CC  Very  Fine-20. 

372  1892  Extremely  Fine-40. 

373  1892-S  Extremely  Fine-40. 

374  1893-CC  Extremely  Fine-40.  Last  issue  of  the  Carson  City  Mint. 
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375  1893-S  Choice  AU-55. 

From  S.  Hudson  Chapman  on  March  25,  1907  for  face  value.  In¬ 
ventory  No.  37,641. 

376  1895  Extremely  Fine-40. 

377  1896-S  Extremely  Fine-40.  Much  scarcer  than  catalogue  values  (which 
price  the  coin  as  a  common  issue)  indicate. 


1901-S  Mintmark  Error  Discovery  Coin 


378  1897  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60. 

379  1897-S  Choice  AU-55. 

380  1898  Choice  AU-55. 

381  1898-S  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60. 

382  1899  Choice  Extremely  Fine-45. 

383  1899-S  Choice  Extremely  Fine-45. 


384  1900  Proof-55.  An  impaired  Proof;  a  coin  which  apparently  was 
"spent"  and  was  in  circulation  for  a  few  months.  The  original  Proof 
surface  is  abundantly  evident,  but  the  open  areas  of  the  field  have 
friction.  One  of  230  Proofs  minted  this  year. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1900-S  Half  Eagle 


385  1900-S  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-67.  An  absolutely  superb 
specimen  of  an  issue  which  David  Akers  designates  as  a  very  scarce 
and  underrated  date...  Choice  or  Gem  quality  pieces  are  very  rare." 
This  coin  was  purchased  by  Virgil  Brand  directly  from  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint  at  the  time  of  issue. 

Obtained  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint  on  March  21,  1900.  Virgil 
Brand’s  inventory  No.  21,131. 


Another  Gem  1900-S  Half  Eagle 


386  1900-S  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-67.  A  twin  to  the  preceding, 
this  coin  was  purchased  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint  by  Virgil  Brand 
in  a  group  of  five  pieces. 

From  the  San  Francisco  Mint  on  March  21,  1900,  one  of  five  half 
eagles  acquired  at  that  time.  All  were  entered  under  the  same  inven¬ 
tory  No.  21,131. 

387  1901  Choice  Extremely  Fine-45. 

THANK  YOU 
For  participating  in  our  sale 


388  1901-S  with  mintmark  punched  over  an  erroneous  previous  tiny  S. 
AU-50,  lustrous. 

A  strong  magnifier  reveals  that  the  normal-size  S  mintmark  on  this 
issue  was  punched  over  a  tiny,  almost  microscopic,  S  placed  on  the 
die  earlier.  Our  Research  Department's  Bausch  &  Lomb  stereo 
microscope  shows  the  under-mintmark  very  clearly,  with  all  parts 
of  the  tiny  S  being  sharply  visible.  A  major  discovery  for  the  half 
eagle  specialist.  (The  possibility  exists  that  the  same  reverse  die  might 
have  been  used  before  or  after  1901-S,  so  specialists  may  want  to  check 
other  specimens  in  this  regard.) 

389  1902-S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  A  sparkling  specimen 
of  this  San  Francisco  Mint  issue. 

390  1903-S  AU-50. 

391  1904  Extremely  Fine-40. 

392  1904-S  Choice  Extremely  Fine-45.  Much  original  mint  lustre  still  ex¬ 
ists.  1904-S  is  significantly  scarcer  than  virtually  any  other  issue  of 
its  era,  although  catalogue  values  do  not  recognize  this.  The  scarcity 
of  the  coin  was  first  pointed  out  in  a  New'  Netherlands  Coin  Com¬ 
pany  auction  in  the  1950s,  at  which  time  a  choice  piece  sold  for  a 
high  figure.  Since  that  time  the  1904-S  half  eagle  has  registered  many 
high  auction  records,  but  still  popular  catalogue  listings  ignore  the 
scarcity. 

393  1905-S  Extremely  Fine-40. 


Proof  1906  Half  Eagle 


394  1906  Brilliant  Proof-60  with  some  claims  to  Select  Proof-63.  A  piece 
which  as  some  light  handling  marks  in  the  fields.  One  of  just  85  Proofs 
minted  this  year. 


395  1906-D  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  obverse;  Gem  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-67  reverse.  A  coin  from  the  first  year  of  operation  of 
the  Denver  Mint. 

Purchased  directly  from  the  Denver  Mint  by  Virgil  Brand  in  1906 
and  hand-selected  for  him.  Inventory  No.  34,034. 


396  1906-S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  prooflike.  Quite  scarce 
in  this  condition.  Another  important  opportunity  for  the  gold 
specialist. 
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397  1907  Choice  Extremely  Fine-45. 


Exceptional  1907-D  Half  Eagle 


398  1907-D  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-67.  A  superb  specimen  pur¬ 
chased  directly  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint  by  Virgil  Brand  in  the 
year  of  issue.  In  this  condition,  rare. 

Obtained  by  Virgil  Brand  from  the  Denver  Mint  in  July  1907  for 
face  value.  Inventory  No.  39,184. 

399  1908  Liberty  Head.  AU-50.  Lustrous. 


to  find  one  in  the  numismatic  market.  Finally,  four  years  later,  one 
was  purchased! 

Obtained  directly  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  December  1909. 
Inventory  No.  50,743. 


404  1909-D  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  A  pleasing  specimen  of 
this  Denver  Mint  issue. 


Outstanding  1909-S  Half  Eagle 


400  1908  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63,  or  very  close  to  it.  Frosty 
and  lustrous.  The  first  year  of  the  incuse  Indian  design. 

401  1908-D  Choice  AU-55. 


Gem  1908-S  Half  Eagle 


402  1908-S  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-67.  A  few  copper  toning  areas 
on  the  obverse  could  probably  be  removed  by  dipping  and  are  natural. 
Sharply  struck,  lustrous,  and  thoroughly  beautiful.  In  today's  market 
pieces  of  this  quality  are  very,  very,  elusive. 


Gem  Proof  1909  Half  Eagle 


403  1909  Gem  Matte  Proof-67.  With  the  satiny  appearance  (also  seen  on 
Proofs  of  1910)  which  is  sometimes  characterized  as  a  Roman  finish. 

A  mintage  of  78  pieces  was  recorded,  but  there  is  no  record  of  the 
distribution.  It  may  be  the  case  that  far  fewer  were  actually  sold.  To¬ 
day  it  is  believed  that  no  more  than  two  dozen  examples  exist.  Such 
pieces  were  rare  in  their  own  time.  Robert  Garrett,  who  ordered  Proofs 
directly  from  the  Mint  at  the  time  of  issue,  neglected  to  acquire  a  1909 
Proof  set  in  the  year  indicated.  He  commissioned  Henry  Chapman 


405  1909-S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  With  a  few  light  ton¬ 
ing  areas  on  the  reverse.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  this  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint  issue.  Decidedly  elusive  in  this  grade. 

Believed  to  have  been  obtained  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint  at  the 
time  of  issue. 


406  1910-D  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60,  with  some  features  of  MS-63. 


407  1910-S  Extremely  Fine-40. 


408  1911  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  Frosty  and  lustrous. 

409  1911-S  AU-50.  Most  original  mint  lustre  still  remains. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  in  July  1920.  Inventory  No.  95,756. 

410  1912  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60. 

411  1912-S  AU-50.  With  nearly  all  of  the  original  mint  lustre. 


412  1913  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  A  pleasing  example  of  this 
Philadelphia  Mint  issue. 
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413  1914  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  A  particularly  outstand¬ 
ing  business  strike  example  of  this  Philadelphia  Mint  issue.  The  obverse 
displays  a  partial  wire  rim.  Rare  so  fine. 

414  1914-D  Choice  Extremely  Fine-45.  Some  mint  lustre  still  remains. 


in  this  grade  decidedly  elusive  on  today's  market.  A  splendid  piece 
which  will  be  appreciated  by  the  connoisseur. 

416  1915-S  AU-50. 


Select  Uncirculated  1916-S  Half  Eagle 


417  1916-S  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  A  sharp  and  frosty 
specimen  of  the  last  San  Francisco  Mint  issue  of  this  denomination. 
Quite  scarce. 


415  1915  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Not  rare  as  a  date,  but 
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Session  Two 

(United  States  Coins;  World  Coins) 
Tuesday  Evening,  November  8,  7:00  p.m.  Sharp. 

Lots  418-943 


Eagles 


The  following  offering  of  eagles  or  $10  pieces  from  the 
Virgil  Brand  Collection  is  fairly  miscellaneous  in  its  nature. 
Among  the  more  desirable  pieces  presented  are  a  1907  Saint- 
Gaudens  eagle  with  periods  and  with  wire  rim,  several 
outstanding  business  strikes  of  the  regular  issue  (with 
periods)  of  the  same  year.  Proofs  of  1908  and  1909,  and 
some  scarce  business  strikes  among  later  years. 

The  $10  denomination  was  first  minted  in  1795.  It  re¬ 
mained  America's  largest  denomination  until  the  advent  of 
the  double  eagle  in  circulation  in  1850.  During  the  early 
years,  coinage  was  effected  from  1795  through  1804,  after 
which  the  denomination  was  suspended  until  1838.  From 
the  latter  time  through  1933,  eagles  were  produced  con¬ 
tinuously,  with  the  exception  of  some  interruptions  after 
1916. 

In  1838  the  Coronet  or  Liberty  Head  type,  designed  by 
Christian  Gobrecht,  made  its  appearance.  With  several 
modifications,  including  the  addition  of  the  motto  IN  GOD 


418  1842  Small  Date  variety.  Choice  VF-30.  Pleasing  surfaces.  The  Guide 
Book  of  United  States  Coins  breaks  the  mintage  for  this  year  down 
to  18,623  Small  Date  issues  and  62,884  of  the  Large  Date  variety,  in¬ 
dicating  that  the  Small  Date  may  be  considerably  rarer.  However, 
David  Akers  observes  that  both  varieties  are  encountered  with  about 
the  same  frequency. 

Believed  to  have  been  purchased  from  }.C.  Mitchelson  in  March 
1909.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  48,056. 

419  1847  Extremely  Fine-40.  Some  traces  of  mint  lustre  in  protected  areas. 

420  1850  Choice  Very  Fine- 30  if  not  even  finer.  Scarce  issue.  A  pleasing 
specimen. 

Purchased  at  face  value  in  April  1896.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
15,561. 


421  1851-0  AU-50  obverse.  Choice  AU-55  reverse.  Some  prooflike  sur¬ 
face.  Interestingly,  within  the  vertical  shield  stripes  on  the  reverse. 


WE  TRUST  on  the  reverse  beginning  in  1866,  the  design  con¬ 
tinued  through  1907. 

In  the  latter  year  a  new  motif  by  noted  sculptor  Augustus 
Saint-Gaudens  appeared.  Produced  with  the  encouragement 
of  President  Theodore  Roosevelt,  the  new  $10  design  and 
the  related  MCMVII  $20  design  met  with  great  resistance 
by  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  whose  staff  felt  that  an  outsider 
(Saint-Gaudens)  should  not  do  work  which  properly  be¬ 
longed  to  the  Mint  Engraving  Department.  A  detailed  discus¬ 
sion  of  the  1907  $10  and  $20  appears  in  the  present  writer's 
book.  United  States  Gold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History,  to 
which  refer. 

Following  the  production  of  experimental  varieties  in 
1907,  in  the  same  year  coins  of  the  new  Indian  head  design 
were  produced  for  circulation.  From  then  through  1915 
coinage  was  continuous  and  substantial,  after  which  time 
only  a  few  isolated  varieties  were  made. 


and  slightly  to  the  left  of  center,  there  is  a  prominent  raised  "O".  This 
feature,  which  also  is  evident  on  the  plate  coin  in  David  Akers'  book, 
may  be  common  to  all  issues  and  undoubtedly  is  the  result  of  a  center 
punch  used  during  the  die  preparation  process. 

Purchased  at  face  value  in  1907.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  38,092. 

422  1852  Choice  Very  Fine- 30.  "Very  scarce  in  all  grades,"  notes  David 
Akers. 

423  1861  Extremely  Fine-40.  Ample  traces  of  mint  lustre  still  remain  in 
the  protected  areas.  Fairly  elusive  in  all  conditions. 

424  1880  Extremely  Fine-40. 


425  1888  Choice  AU-55.  Very,  very  close  to  full  MS-60.  Sharply  struck, 
sparkling,  and  lustrous.  "The  1881  is  a  real  sleeper  in  this  series  that 
is  filled  with  underrated  issues,"  is  the  observation  of  the  noted  authori¬ 
ty  on  this  subject,  David  Akers.  Interestingly,  he  traced  only  six  auc¬ 
tion  records  for  Uncirculated  pieces  over  a  long  period  of  years.  A 
prize  item  for  the  specialist! 
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426  1892  Impaired  Proof-55.  A  Proof  coin  which  spent  a  week  or  two 
in  circulation  or  was  otherwise  mishandled.  The  surfaces  now  display 
friction  and  contact  marks.  Still,  nearly  all  of  the  Proof  surface  shows 
through  in  abundance.  A  sharp  specimen  for  the  numismatist  who 
desires  a  Proof  of  this  date  but  who  does  not  wish  to  pay  the  substan¬ 
tially  greater  amount  required  for  a  Choice  Proof  coin.  Only  72  Proofs 
were  minted,  of  which  no  more  than  a  few  dozen  could  exist  today. 

427  1901  Choice  AU-55.  Very,  very  close  to  MS-60.  Not  particularly  scarce 
and,  as  such,  a  candidate  for  a  type  set. 


428  1906-D  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  A  beautiful,  sparkling, 
splendid  specimen  of  extraordinary  sharpness.  Fully  lustrous  surfaces. 
Some  normal  contact  marks  keep  this  from  the  MS-65  grade. 

Significant  as  the  first  year  of  coinage  of  the  Denver  Mint.  During 
that  time  the  Cripple  Creek  Gold  District  was  just  passing  its  prime, 
and  many  millions  of  dollars'  worth  of  gold  from  that  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  source  went  to  the  Denver  coining  facility  for  conversion  to  cir¬ 
culating  currency. 

Obtained  by  Virgil  Brand  directly  from  the  Denver  Mint  in  the  year 
of  issue.  Entered  as  inventory  No.  34,034  (together  with  other  Denver 
Mint  purchases  made  at  the  same  time). 


Rare  1907  Indian  Eagle 
Wire  Rim,  Periods 


429  1907  Saint-Gaudens  Indian  design.  Wire  rim  or  "edge."  Periods  before 
and  after  legends.  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60.  An  attractive  and 
frosty  specimen  of  one  of  the  most  famous  of  all  American  coin  issues. 

The  detailed  story,  including  numerous  illustrations  and  many  ex¬ 
cerpts  from  original  correspondence,  of  the  development  of  the  1907 
eagle  and  double  eagle  by  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  America's  most 
noted  sculptor,  is  told  in  United  States  Gold  Coins:  An  Illustrated 
History. 


We  observe  briefly  here  that  Theodore  Roosevelt,  following  an  idea 
which  had  its  inception  in  1904,  contacted  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens 
in  1905.  At  the  time  Saint-Gaudens,  w'ho  maintained  his  home  and 
studio  in  Cornish,  New  Hampshire,  w'as  pre-eminent  in  his  field. 
Earlier,  Roosevelt  had  seen  some  ancient  Greek  coins  at  the  Smith¬ 
sonian  Institution  and  had  been  impressed  with  their  high  relief  ap¬ 
pearance.  To  him,  contemporary  American  issues  were  simply 
uninteresting  "tokens." 

Saint-Gaudens  responded  to  an  offer  of  $5,000  plus  the  resultant 
prestige,  and  soon  he  was  busy  sketching  ideas.  The  obverse  design 
used  on  the  1907  $10  offered  here  was  originally  suggested  for  use 
for  the  cent  and,  later,  the  double  eagle,  but  finally  appeared  on  the 
eagle.  The  facial  features  are  from  Victory,  part  of  the  Sherman  Monu¬ 
ment  group  made  for  Central  Park,  New  York  City,  1903  (and  which 
can  be  seen  today  just  a  short  walk  from  the  St.  Moritz  Hotel  where 
the  present  auction  is  scheduled  to  take  place).  The  headdress  is  an 
added  feature  to  give  it  a  "native  American"  appearance.  With  some 
logic,  it  was  stated  at  the  time  that  the  headdress,  or  war  bonnet, 
did  not  properly  belong  on  the  portrait  of  a  woman,  but  perhaps  a 
precedent  in  this  regard  was  established  with  the  Indian  cent  patterns 
of  1858  and  the  regular  issues  beginning  in  1859. 

The  initial  eagle  design,  the  piece  offered  here  with  periods  on  the 
reverse,  is  technically  considered  to  be  a  pattern  and  is  listed  as 
Judd-1774.  500  examples  were  struck  to  determine  the  design.  The 
wire  rim  or  edge  was  found  to  be  impractical  and  was  abandoned. 

For  many  years  numismatists  have  debated  whether  top  grade 
sf)ecimens  should  be  classified  as  "Proof"  or  "Uncirculated."  The  Guide 
Book  of  United  States  Coins  prices  pieces  in  both  grades.  All  specimens 
are  from  unfinished  dies  which  show  under  low  magnification  a  myriad 
of  raised  lines,  loops,  and  swirls.  The  late  Abe  Kosoff,  an  expert  on 
patterns  and  a  gentleman  who  handled  a  number  of  specimens  of 
J-1774,  wrote  that  "All  specimens  from  this  die  are  Proofs,  there  are 
no  Uncirculated  coins."  Others  with  equal  conviction  have  divided 
them  into  Uncirculated  and  Proof  classifications,  possibly  not  hav¬ 
ing  two  different  specimens  on  hand  at  a  single  time  to  verify  such 
a  difference.  The  presently-offered  coin  has  a  generous  amount  of  mint 
frost  so  we  opt  to  call  it  Uncirculated-60  rather  than  Proof-60. 
However,  the  potential  buyer  is  free  to  disagreel 

Coins  of  this  design  are  distinguished  by  having  periods  before  and 
after  the  reverse  legend,  a  feature  that  was  discontinued  when  examples 
were  subsequently  minted  in  large  quantity  (without  periods  and  with 
a  different  rim)  for  circulation. 

Obtained  by  Virgil  Brand  from  the  Chicago  Coin  Company  inven¬ 
tory,  No.  M-687.  Earlier  the  piece  was  purchased  for  $42.50  by 
Theophile  E.  Leon;  the  purchase  price  being  over  four  times  face  value, 
a  significant  sum  for  the  period. 
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430  1907  Indian.  Without  periods.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65. 
A  sparkling,  beautiful  specimen  of  the  first  issue  of  this  general  design 
made  for  circulation.  In  strong  demand  today  as  a  type  coin  to  il¬ 
lustrate  the  without-motto  style  made  only  in  1907  and  part  of  1908. 

Believed  to  have  been  obtained  by  Virgil  Brand  at  the  time  of  issue. 

431  1907  Indian.  Without  periods.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65. 
Another  superb  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  this  design.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  piece  which  will  bring  pleasure  to  its  next  owner.  Seldom  do  coins 
of  this  quality  become  available,  so  widespread  is  the  demand  for  them. 

Like  the  preceding,  believed  to  have  been  obtained  by  Virgil  Brand 
at  the  time  of  issue. 

432  1907  Indian.  Without  periods.  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63. 
A  frosty  specimen  of  this  issue. 

433  1907  Indian.  Without  periods.  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63. 
Another  specimen  of  this  popular  coin. 

434  1907  Indian.  Without  periods.  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63. 
A  final  offering  in  this  grade.  Very,  very  attractive. 

435  1907  Indian.  Without  periods.  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60,  with 
some  features  of  MS-65. 

436  1907  Indian.  Without  periods.  Choice  AU-55,  lustrous. 

Note:  It  is  obvious  that  Virgil  Brand  considered  this  coin  to  be  one 
of  his  favorite  designs,  for  he  acquired  numerous  examples.  He  took 
a  deep  interest  in  the  new  coinage  of  1907  and  was  on  a  committee 
in  the  Chicago  Numismatic  Society  which  drafted  a  personal  letter 
to  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  on  the  subject. 

It  is  believed  that  this  and  the  preceding  several  lots  were  all  ac¬ 
quired  by  Virgil  Brand  at  or  near  the  time  of  issue. 

437  1908-D  without  motto.  Choice  AU-55  with  many  features  of  MS-60. 
Very,  very  frosty  and  very,  very  attractive! 


1908  Proof  Eagle 


438  1908  Matte  Proof-63  with  an  edge  knock  on  the  obverse  rim  toward 
the  lower  right.  Apart  from  the  defect  mentioned,  a  very  attractive 
specimen  of  this  rare  issue.  Although  116  Proofs  were  reported  to  have 
been  minted,  only  two  or  three  dozen  exist  today.  A  superb  example 
of  a  major  rarity  from  the  present  century.  Variety  with  IN  GOD 
WE  TRUST,  the  second  type  of  the  year. 

Note:  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  personally  objected  to  the  use 
of  the  name  of  the  deity  on  coinage,  so  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  was 
not  included  on  the  first  Saint-Gaudens  issues  of  1907  and  early  1908. 
Roosevelt  felt  that  it  was  sacrilegious  to  equate  God  wdth  circulating 
money,  as  the  motto  earlier  appearing  on  coins  had  been  the  subject 
of  many  jokes.  Indeed,  even  at  the  present  time  (in  1983)  one  occa¬ 
sionally  sees  signs  such  as  "In  God  We  Trust;  All  Others  Pay  Cash," 
taken  from  the  motto  on  our  coinage.  There  were  many  objections 
to  Roosevelt's  actions,  so  in  1908  Congress  restored  the  sentiment, 
and  from  that  point  onward  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  was  a  standard 
feature. 


439  1908  with  motto.  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60.  Sharply  struck  and 
very  frosty.  First  year  with  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  and,  as 
such,  a  candidate  for  a  type  set. 

440  1908  with  motto.  Choice  AU-55.  Sharp,  lustrous,  frosty,  attractive 
desirable. 


Superb  1908-S  Eagle 


441  1908-S  with  motto.  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-67.  Separated  from 
virtual  perfection  only  by  a  small  mark  on  the  cheek.  A  superb 
specimen  of  this  very,  very  elusive  $10  variety.  Only  59,850  were 
struck,  and  of  this  quantity  only  a  few  dozen  survive  today  in  Uncir¬ 
culated  condition.  Of  those  Uncirculated  pieces,  it  is  doubtful  if  more 
than  a  handful  can  merit  the  Gem  Uncirculated  status. 

It  has  been  the  experience  of  the  present  writer  (Q.  David  Bowers) 
that  with  the  exception  of  1926  and  1932,  virtually  any  $10  of  the 
1907-1933  type  is  elusive  in  Uncirculated  grade.  The  1908-S  is  par¬ 
ticularly  elusive. 

Probably  obtained  directly  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint  at  the  time 
of  issue. 


Choice  Proof  1909  Eagle 


442  1909  Choice  Proof-65.  One  of  about  20  specimens  still  existing  from 
the  original  mintage  of  74  Proofs  recorded  for  this  year.  As  is  the 
case  with  other  gold  Proof  denominations,  $10  pieces  of  1909  have 
a  special  satin  or  Roman  finish.  The  same  finish  was  used  for  the 
various  Proof  gold  coins  of  1910  as  well  and  differs  in  appearance 
from  the  standard  matte  style  used  in  1908  and  again  from  1911 
through  1915. 

Matte  Proof  gold  coins  of  all  years  are  exceedingly  rare  and  are 
seldom  encountered.  The  present  1909  represents  an  offering  which 
may  not  be  repeated  for  a  number  of  years.  Of  course,  the  frequency 
of  offerings  of  a  rarity  such  as  this  are  guesswork.  We  have  seen  the 
instance  in  which  two  or  three  examples  of  a  given  rarity  will  appear 
on  the  market  during  a  short  time,  followed  by  a  space  of  many  years 
or  even  decades.  The  famous  1787  Brasher  doubloon  was  offered  at 
auction  in  1922,  and  then  not  again  until  1979,  after  which  three 
specimens  crossed  the  auction  block  in  as  many  years.  The  opposite 
sometimes  happens.  In  the  1950s  and  early  1960s  we  handled  on  the 
average  of  one  prooflike  Uncirculated  1796  quarter  dollar  each  year. 
Now,  in  recent  times,  we  haven't  had  an  example  for  several  years 
and,  as  of  this  writing,  have  no  immediate  prospect  for  getting  one! 
In  essence,  a  rarity,  like  gold,  is  "where  you  find  it."  The  1909  Proof 
eagle  in  the  present  sale  certainly  represents  a  remarkable  opportunity. 

Probably  obtained  directly  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  at  the  time 
of  issue. 
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443  1909  Choice  AU-55.  Very  frosty.  Conservatively  graded  Choice 
AU-55,  but  some  might  call  it  MS-60. 


444  1910-D  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Although  not  a  rarity, 
1910-D  in  this  condition  certainly  isn't  easy  to  find  on  today's  market, 
mainly  due  to  the  widespread  demand  for  such  pieces  for  inclusion 
in  type  sets. 


445  1911  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Like  the  preceding  coin, 
the  1911  is  quite  popular,  and  when  examples  appear  on  the  market 
they  are  quickly  snapped  up.  Not  rare,  but  not  easy  to  find  either. 


446  1911  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Another  really  wonder¬ 
ful  eagle.  It  is  probable  that  this  and  the  other  Uncirculated  eagles 
offered  in  this  section  were  acquired  by  Virgil  Brand  at  the  time  of 
issue.  Seldom  is  such  quality  seen  in  today's  market. 

447  1912  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-60.  Popular  Philadelphia  Mint  date. 

448  1912-S  Choice  Extremely  Fine-45.  One  of  208,000  minted. 


449  1913  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  A  nick  on  the  jaw  keeps 
this  from  the  full  MS-65  classification.  Sharp  and  frosty. 


450  1914  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  Frosty,  sharp,  and  attrac¬ 
tive.  A  very  pleasing  eagle. 

451  1915  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  Separated  from  the  MS-65 
classification  by  a  few  nicks  on  the  neck.  All  in  all  a  very  superior 
specimen  of  this  issue — and  one  which  probably  could  be  legitimate¬ 
ly  called  MS-65,  without  fear  of  retribution  by  bidders.  Perhaps  we 
are  being  too  conservative.  In  any  event,  check  it  out  visually  before 
bidding  and  you  will  have  before  you  a  truly  marvelous  example  of 
this  Philadelphia  Mint  date.  Not  common  in  this  grade. 


Double  Eagles 

The  following  offering  of  double  eagles  from  the  Virgil 
Brand  Collection  is  rather  eclectic.  There  are  common  issues 
as  well  as  scarce  varieties,  something  for  everyone.  Among 
the  scarcer  pieces  are  to  be  mentioned  an  1861-0,  an 
1875-CC,  a  1907-D  (not  a  rare  issue,  but  in  this  condition 
quite  elusive),  and  several  MCMVII  High  Relief  1907  issues. 
The  latter  pieces  make  the  present  offering  particularly 
distinctive. 

The  largest  and  most  impressive  of  all  regular  United 
States  coinage  denominations,  the  double  eagle,  containing 
nearly  one  ounce  of  gold,  has  always  been  a  favorite  with 
numismatists.  Although  suggestions  for  $20  had  been  made 
earlier,  the  birth  of  the  double  eagle  awaited  the  discovery 
of  gold  in  California.  Beginning  in  1849,  gold  reached  the 
eastern  markets  in  quantity,  thus  confirming  countless 
rumors  which  had  circulated  for  many  months.  In  relation 
to  silver,  gold  became  "common,"  with  the  result  that  silver 
issues  traded  at  a  premium.  Coinage  legislation  of  1853, 
which  reduced  the  authorized  weights  of  silver  coins,  even¬ 
tually  remedied  the  problem. 

On  March  3,  1849,  legislation  providing  for  the  minting 
pf  double  eagles  and  gold  dollars  became  a  reality,  follow¬ 
ing  considerable  debate.  The  basic  reason  for  the  $20  was 
sound.  With  ever-increasing  amounts  of  gold  bullion  com¬ 
ing  into  the  market,  it  was  desirable  to  convert  as  much 
bullion  into  coins  as  possible,  with  the  least  amount  of  ef¬ 
fort.  A  $20  piece  required  the  same  coining  facilities  as  the 
$10  piece,  but  the  quantity  of  gold  in  the  coin  was  twice 
as  much.  Likewise,  it  was  easier  to  strike  a  double  eagle  than 
four  half  eagles.  In  California,  the  source  of  the  burgeon¬ 
ing  gold  supply,  private  coiners  and  the  United  States  Assay 
Office  of  Gold  came  to  the  same  conclusion  and  issued  many 
varieties  of  $20  pieces  (as  well  as  $50  coins). 

The  task  of  engraving  dies  for  the  new  denomination  fell 
to  James  B.  Longacre,  chief  engraver  of  the  Mint,  who  was 
unpopular  with  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  Robert  M.  Pat¬ 
terson.  Patterson  and  other  Mint  officials  conspired  to  make 
life  as  difficult  as  possible  for  Longacre,  whose  inexperience 
with  engraving  coinage  dies  compounded  the  problem.  In 
1849  various  patterns  were  produced,  most  of  which  had 
problems  concerning  relief  and  striking.  By  March  12,  1850, 
the  dies  had  been  revised,  and  quantity  production  of  1850 
double  eagles  for  circulation  began.  From  that  time  forward 
the  double  eagle  was  made  in  immense  quantities,  clearly 
serving  its  stated  purpose  of  making  it  possible  to  coin  a 
large  amount  of  gold  by  the  most  efficient  means. 

Even  during  the  1860s,  when  specie  payments  were 
suspended,  double  eagle  production  continued  in  quantity, 
with  San  Francisco  producing  the  greatest  amount  of  coinage 
(a  situation  which  was  generally  true  of  other  gold 
denominations  as  well).  It  is  reasonable  to  speculate  that 
the  Union  used  these  pieces  for  international  transactions, 
for  overseas  vendors  were  suspicious  of  paper  money.  In 
1866  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  was  added  to  the 
reverse  of  the  double  eagle.  The  motto  remained  a  fixture 
on  the  denomination  until  removed  by  President  Theodore 
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Roosevelt  in  1907  (to  be  subsequently  restored  by  an  act  of 
Congress  in  1908).  From  the  1870s  onward,  double  eagles 
were  stored  in  quantity  by  overseas  banks,  the  United  States 
Treasury,  and  by  others,  with  the  result  that  Uncirculated 
pieces  usually  with  heavy  bagmarks  sometimes  can  be  seen 
on  the  market  today,  usually  bearing  dates  from  the  1890s 
through  the  1920s,  although  certain  issues  are  scarce  and 
still  others  are  very  rare  in  this  date  range. 

As  noted  in  our  preceding  description  under  the  1907  with- 
periods  wire  rim  $10  piece,  in  1905  President  Theodore 
Roosevelt  enlisted  the  talents  of  his  sculptor  friend,  Augustus 
Saint-Gaudens,  to  improve  the  nation's  coinage  designs.  In 
addition  to  a  new  motif  for  the  $10,  an  important  result — 
perhaps  the  most  important  result — was  the  production  of 
the  MCMVII  double  eagle.  While  the  coin  satisfied  artistic 
requirements  and  was  pleasing  to  both  Roosevelt  and  Saint- 
Gaudens,  it  would  not  strike  up  properly  on  normal  coin¬ 
ing  presses.  Experience  showed  that  it  took  three  blows  of 
the  press  before  all  aspects  of  the  design  were  properly  sharp. 
Accordingly,  after  11,250  were  struck,  mainly  to  satisfy  the 
urgent  request  of  President  Roosevelt,  the  design  was 
modified  to  low  relief  and  the  Roman  numeral  date  was 
changed  to  the  normal  1907  figures. 

The  large  and  impressive  double  eagle  has  alway  held  a 
special  place  in  collectors'  hearts.  Among  the  double  eagles 
the  MCMVII  High  Relief  Saint-Gaudens  issue  has  created 
an  interest  far  beyond  that  of  the  circle  of  coin  collectors. 
Over  the  years  numerous  collector  surveys  have  been  taken 
to  determine  the  most  beautiful  coin  ever  minted  for  circula¬ 
tion.  The  MCMVII  High  Relief  is  the  usual  winner.  The  story 
of  President  Roosevelt's  personal  involvement  with  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  this  coin,  the  free  rein  given  to  Saint-Gaudens, 
and  the  many  difficulties  experienced  contribute  to  the 
romance  of  this  classic  coin. 

Certainly  one  cannot  hold  a  double  eagle  in  one's  hand — 
whether  it  be  a  common  or  rare  issue — without  experienc¬ 
ing  a  feeling  of  greatness.  Here,  indeed,  is  represented  the 
most  impressive  area  of  American  coinage. 


Superlative  1907-D  Double  Eagle 


455  1907-D  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  obverse;  Gem  Brilliant 
Uncirculated,  MS-67  reverse.  The  obverse  is  sharp  and  deeply  fros¬ 
ty.  The  reverse  is  prooflike.  A  nicer  1907-D  would  be  difficult  to  im¬ 
agine.  Added  to  the  desirability  of  this  piece  is  its  status  as  the  last 
year  of  the  Liberty  Head  design  and  the  second  year  of  issue  from 
the  Denver  Mint. 

Obtained  by  Virgil  Brand  directly  from  the  Denver  Mint  on  July 
8,  1907. 


452  1852-0  Extremely  Fine-40.  A  popular  early  New  Orleans  Mint  issue. 

453  1860  Very  Fine-20. 

Scarce  1861-0  Double  Eagle 


454  1861-0  Choice  Very  Fine-30.  Among  19th  century  coins  of  this 
denomination,  the  1861-0  has  always  been  considered  a  classic  scar¬ 
city.  Only  a  few  dozen  specimens  are  believed  to  exist. 

The  coin  is  especially  significant  as  the  last  double  eagle  issued  from 
the  New  Orleans  Mint  during  the  early  years  (coinage  was  resumed 
briefly  in  1879,  then  completely  discontinued). 
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An  Impressive  Offering  of  MCMVII  Double  Eagles 


The  following  paragraphs  will  serve  as  a  general  introduction  to  the  four 
superb  MCMVII  High  Relief  double  eagles  to  follow.  The  present  offering 
of  four  examples  from  a  single  source  is  perhaps  unprecedented  in  the  history 
of  modern  numismatics  and  reflects  Virgil  Brand's  intense  love  for  what 
many  have  regarded  as  America's  most  beautiful  design.  This  theme  was 
touched  upon  in  the  introduction  to  double  eagles  in  the  present  text. 

In  1905  Theodore  Roosevelt  contacted  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  and  com¬ 
missioned  him  to  redesign  the  entire  spectrum  of  American  coinage  from 
the  cent  to  the  double  eagle.  As  it  turned  out,  Saint-Gaudens,  in  failing 
health,  only  completed  designs  for  the  $10  and  the  $20  pieces  before  his 
death  in  the  summer  of  1907.  The  present  writer  speculates  that  the  design 
changes  of  other  denominations,  had  they  occurred,  would  have  been  very 
spectacular,  as  were  Saint-Gaudens'  alterations  of  the  eagle  and  double  eagle. 

The  book.  United  States  Cold  Coinage:  An  Illustrated  History,  gives 
in  detail  the  correspondence  between  Roosevelt  and  Saint-Gaudens.  The 
sculptor,  an  idealist,  followed  the  President's  suggestion  and  created  a  coin 
in  high  relief  with  a  sculptured  appearance,  following  the  format  of  an¬ 


cient  Greek  issues  which  Roosevelt  admired.  Employees  in  the  Engraving 
Department  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  incensed  because  an  outsider  was 
selected  to  design  coins,  traditionally  a  privilege  of  the  Mint  itself,  refused 
to  cooperate  with  Saint-Gaudens.  Roosevelt,  who  called  the  situation  his 
"pet  crime,  "  intervened  on  behalf  of  the  artist  and  insisted  that  the  Mint 
produce  coins  no  matter  what  the  cost,  effort,  or  expense.  When  the  Mint 
stated  that  the  relief  was  too  high — as  indeed  it  proved  to  be— Roosevelt 
replied  that  he  did  not  care  and  if  only  one  coin  per  day  could  be  struck, 
this  is  how  it  would  be! 

Following  the  production  of  20  or  so  patterns  of  the  Extremely  High  Relief 
design,  the  dies  were  altered  to  the  so-called  High  Relief  style,  of  which 
four  specimens  are  offered  following  the  present  description.  Striking  prob¬ 
lems  ensued  and  it  developed  that  three  blows  of  the  press  were  necessary 
before  the  design  would  come  up  properly. 

The  motif  by  Saint-Gaudens  follows  the  statue  of  Victory,  which  is  a 
part  of  the  Sherman  Monument  located  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Central 
Park  in  New  York  City.  On  the  coin  Liberty  is  portrayed  as  a  woman 
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striding  forward  with  resplendent  rays  of  the  sun  behind.  In  her  left  hand 
(viewer's  right)  is  a  torch  held  aloft,  and  in  her  right  hand  is  an  olive  branch. 
The  Capitol  building,  small  in  size,  can  be  seen  to  the  lower  left.  The  date 
is  given  in  Roman  numerals  as  MCMVII,  a  classic  influence.  Below  the 
date  the  monogram  of  Saint-Gaudens  appears  boldly.  Above  the  head  is 
the  word  LIBERTY,  and  around  the  border  are  46  stars  representing  the 
states  in  the  Union  at  the  time. 

Before  the  final  motif  was  adopted,  Saint-Gaudens  experimented  with 
other  ideas,  a  number  of  which  are  illustrated  in  the  aforementioned  United 
States  Cold  Coinage:  An  Illustrated  History  book  (available  from  us  for 
$35  postpaid).  Many  relics,  including  coinage  models,  of  the  proposed  1907 
coinage  can  be  seen  today  at  the  Saint-Gaudens  National  Historic  site,  under 
the  curatorship  of  John  H.  Dryfhout,  in  Cornish,  New  Hampshire.  Operated 
by  the  National  Park  Service,  the  Saint-Gaudens  home  and  studios  are  open 
to  the  public  and  represent  an  interesting  attraction  (well  worth  visiting, 
we  might  add!). 

The  reverse  of  the  coin  depicts  a  flying  eagle  with  the  sun  below  and 


an  inscription  above.  Interestingly,  Saint-Gaudens  copied  this  from  the 
1856-1858  cent  design,  first  proposing  its  use  on  a  new  variety  of  cent,  but 
eventually  adapting  it  for  use  on  the  double  eagle.  The  sculptor  wrote  to 
Roosevelt  noting,  in  part: 

"I  am  using  a  flying  eagle,  modification  of  the  device  which  is  used  on 
the  cent  of  1857.  I  have  not  seen  that  coin  for  many  years,  and  was  so 
impressed  by  it  that  I  thought  if  carried  out  with  some  modifications, 
nothing  better  could  be  done.  It  is  by  all  odds  the  best  design  on  any 
American  coin." 

Concerning  the  production  of  the  High  Relief  MCMVII  double  eagles, 
Frank  Leach,  who  served  as  director  of  the  Mint  from  September  17,  1907 
to  July  31,  1909,  and  who  was  on  the  spot  when  the  High  Relief  pieces 
were  struck,  noted: 

"I  had  every  medal  press  in  the  Philadelphia  Mint  put  into  operation 
on  these  coins  with  an  extra  force  of  workmen  so  that  the  presses  would 
run  night  and  day.  The  officers  of  the  Mint  entered  into  the  spirit  of  the 
work  cut  out  for  them,  putting  a  zest  into  the  operations  which  assured 
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me  that  the  issue  of  the  new  double  eagles  so  greatly  desired  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent  would  be  made  on  time.  In  fact,  we  delivered  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
United  States  12,153  double  eagles,  representing  $243,060,  which  was  con¬ 
siderably  more  than  asked  of  us  several  days  ahead  of  time...  The  coins 
of  this  issue,  when  made  available  to  the  public,  were  much  sought  after 
by  people  who  wanted  to  keep  them  as  souvenirs  or  as  additions  to 
numismatic  collections." 

In  the  book,  Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era,  produced  by  the  pre¬ 
sent  writer  in  conjunction  with  the  Virgil  Brand  Collection,  a  description 
of  the  original  sale  and  distribution  of  the  High  Relief  coins  is  given,  noting 
that  the  pieces  were  rationed  through  the  various  Sub-Treasury  outlets. 
A  lively  trade  developed,  and  soon  the  price  rose  to  the  $30  range,  amidst 
much  speculation.  Treasury  employees  were  forbidden  to  make  profits  in 
such  transactions,  but  undoubtedly  many  of  them  did  anyway. 

Virgil  Brand's  ledgers  and  other  archival  papers  reveal  that  the  MCMVIl 
$20  was  one  of  his  favorite  coins,  and  that  he  possessed  well  over  100 
specimens  at  one  time.  Most  of  these  were  acquired  on  or  near  the  time 
of  issue  at  prices  generally  ranging  from  about  $22  to  $30  or  so.  The  Chicago 
Numismatic  Society,  of  which  Virgil  Brand  served  as  president  for  two 
terms  and  was  a  very  active  member,  named  Brand  to  a  committee  on 
coinage  designs.  A  letter  was  written  to  President  Roosevelt  commending 
the  1907  Saint-Gaudens  efforts  (with  some  criticisms,  particularly  of  the 
$10  issue  of  the  same  year). 

From  the  very  time  of  issue  of  1907  to  the  present  day  the  MCMVIl  High 
Relief  double  eagle  has  been  high  on  the  list  of  collectors'  favorites.  The 
ownership  of  such  a  coin  with  a  pedigree  from  the  Virgil  Brand  Collec¬ 
tion,  such  as  each  one  of  the  four  following  pieces,  will  represent  a  highlight 
for  any  serious  numismatist  or  numismatic  investor.  Combined  in  a  single 
coin  are  many  aspects,  including  art,  history,  romance,  and  the  Brand 
pedigree. 


Choice  Uncirculated  MCMVIl  High  Relief  $20 


456  MCMVIl  (1907)  High  Relief  double  eagle.  Wire  rim.  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated,  MS-65.  A  superb,  breathtakingly  beautiful  specimen 
of  this  famous  coin.  Very,  very  few  pieces  of  this  outstanding  quali¬ 
ty  survive  today. 

Believed  to  have  been  purchased  by  Virgil  Brand  at  or  near  the  time 
of  issue. 


Another  MCMVIl  High  Relief  $20 


457  MCMVIl  (1907)  High  Relief  double  eagle.  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated, 
MS-63,  to  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  the  reverse  being 
slightly  finer  than  the  obverse  (which  has  a  few  marks  in  the  field). 
Another  simply  gorgeous  example  of  the  wire  rim  variety  of  this  fam- 
mous  coin. 

Believed  to  have  been  obtained  by  Virgil  Brand  at  or  near  the  time 
of  issue. 


Another  MCMVIl  High  Relief  Double  Eagle 


458  MCMVIl  (1907)  High  Relief  double  eagle.  Wire  rim  as  preceding.  Select 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  Sharply  struck,  frosty,  and  very 
desirable.  A  third  example  of  this  American  classic. 

Purchased  from  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  July  16,  1920,  for  $30.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  95,784. 


A  Final  MCMVIl  High  Relief  $20 


459  MCMVIl  (1907)  High  Relief  double  eagle.  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated, 
MS-63.  Variety  with  flat  rim.  Slightly  scarcer  than  the  preceding,  but 
this  admits  of  no  financial  consequence.  Another  superb,  frosty,  and 
very  beautiful  specimen  of  what  has  been  characterized  as  America's 
most  pleasing  coin  design.  As  noted  in  the  general  introduction  to 
the  MCMVIl  pieces,  this  one  coin  combines  many  desirable  aspects. 

Thus  concludes  in  the  present  catalogue  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
offerings  in  modem  numismatic  history! 

Purchased  from  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  New  Year's  Day,  January 
1,  1920,  for  $24.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  93,257. 


460  1907  Arabic  numerals.  Without  motto.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated, 
MS-65.  Not  a  rarity,  but  in  this  condition  very  beautiful  and  very 
desirable.  A  lovely  example  of  the  first  issue  minted  in  quantity  for 
circulation. 

461  1908  Without  motto.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Another 
splendid  beauty.  As  with  the  preceding,  not  rare,  but  unequivocally 
beautiful! 

462  1908-D  Without  motto.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  MS-65.  Another 
sparkling,  beautiful,  and  desirable  specimen  of  a  20th  century  dou¬ 
ble  eagle. 

463  1908  With  motto.  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63. 
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464  1909  8  Overdate.  AU-50  with  much  original  mint  lustre.  Some  light 
toning.  The  only  overdate  among  20th  century  American  gold  coinage, 
the  1909  8  has  always  been  popular.  The  coin,  although  catalogued 
as  a  "common  date"  in  price  guides,  is  actually  scarce  in  relation  to 
many  other  issues. 

465  1923-D  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  A  sparkling  and 
beautiful  specimen  of  this  Denver  Mint  issue. 


U.S.  Commemorative  Gold  Coins 

From  1903  through  1926  slightly  over  a  dozen  different 
commemorative  gold  coins  were  produced,  commencing 
with  the  Jefferson  and  McKinley  gold  dollars  produced  in 
the  former  year  in  connection  with  the  Louisiana  Purchase 
Exposition.  The  following  offering  is  remarkable  for  two 
Proofs  of  the  Louisiana  Purchase  coins,  items  which  in  to¬ 
day's  market  are  great  rarities.  The  offering  commences: 


Proof  1903  Jefferson  Gold  Dollar 


466  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  commemorative  gold  dollar.  Jef¬ 
ferson  portrait.  Select  Brilliant  Proof-63.  Hallmarked  by  a  tiny  thread 
lint  mark  extending  from  the  bottom  of  the  U  in  UNITED. 

Walter  Breen,  in  his  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and  Colonial 
Proof  Coins,  notes  that  100  specimens  each  were  produced  of  the  Jef¬ 
ferson  and  McKinley  Proof  gold  dollars  and  were  delivered  by  the 
coiner  on  April  18,  1903.  At  one  time  Virgil  Brand  owned  several 
dozen  of  eachl  However,  such  holdings  are  now  but  a  memory,  and 
on  today's  market  such  pieces  are  sufficiently  rare  that  often  a  period 
of  years  will  elapse  between  offerings. 

Of  the  present  coin,  the  style  with  the  Jefferson  portrait,  Walter 
Breen  states  the  knowledge  of  nine  specific  pieces  and  notes  that  "1 
have  seen  about  seven  others  privately  offered." 

For  the  commemorative  gold  specialist  a  very  important 
opportunity. 

Purchased  from  B.  Max  Mehl  in  1922  (see  following  pedigree), 
relatively  late  in  Virgil's  collecting  career.  Mehl's  description  follows: 

"1903-1903  St.  Louis  Exposition  Issue  portrait  of  Jefferson.  Brilliant 
Proof.  Very  rare  in  Proof,  as  only  a  very  small  number  were  struck 
and  these  were  practically  unknown  until  just  a  few  years  ago." 

From  B.  Max  Mehl's  sale  No.  64,  the  H.E.  Rawson  and  A.  deYoanna 
collections.  Lot  92,  at  $6.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  125,164. 


467  1903  Jefferson  gold  dollar.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  but 
with  two  small  black  streaks,  perhaps  removable,  on  the  obverse. 
Otherwise  sharp,  frosty,  beautiful,  and  desirable. 


468  1903  Jefferson  gold  dollar.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  A 


few  light  toning  areas.  Another  very  attractive  specimen  of  this  ear¬ 
ly  commemorative  gold  dollar  issue. 

Virgil  Brand  enjoyed  buying  things  in  quantity,  and  early  com- 
memoratives  were  no  exception. 

469  1903  Jefferson  gold  dollar.  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63. 
Copper-colored  toning,  particularly  on  the  obverse  periphery. 

470  1903  Jefferson  gold  dollar.  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  A 
very  attractive  specimen. 

Virgil  Brand  purchased  64  examples  of  this  issue  in  1920,  to  add 
to  substantial  purchases  made  years  earlierl  Now,  in  1983,  all  but  a 
few  have  been  long  dispersed.  But,  these  "few"  provide  interesting 
bidding  opportunities. 


Rare  1903  McKinley  Proof  Gold  Dollar 


471  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKiidey  portrait.  Gem  Brilliant 
Proof-67  obverse.  Choice  Proof-65  reverse.  With  small  copper  stain 
near  top  of  reverse.  A  splendid,  glittering  example,  complete  with 
wire  rim,  of  this  rarity.  Only  100  Proofs  were  minted,  of  which  Walter 
Breen  could  trace  the  existence  today  of  only  five  specific  pieces  (not 
including  the  present  coin). 

Another  marvelous  opportunity  for  the  specialist  in  the  United  States 
commemorative  gold  coins.  As  we  noted  in  our  description  of  the 
Proof  Jefferson  gold  dollar  offered  earlier,  it  may  be  a  long,  long  time 
before  another  auction  appearance  occurs. 

Purchased  by  Theophile  E.  Leon  for  Virgil  Brand,  by  private  trea¬ 
ty  from  the  Judson  Brenner  Collection,  March  4,  1923. 


472  1926  Sesquicentennial  $2V'2.  Select  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  Of 
special  interest  as  one  of  the  very  last  coins  acquired  by  Virgil  Brand 
prior  to  his  death. 

Note:  As  Virgil  died  before  completing  his  ledger  entries  for  1926, 
no  inventory  number  was  recorded. 

Diverse  American  Coins 

The  following  copper  and  silver  coins,  including  an  1811 
restrike  half  cent,  a  1794  cent,  an  1805  cent,  an  1827  restrike 
quarter,  two  Gobrecht  dollars,  and  two  Confederate  States 
of  America  items,  are  each  interesting  and  historically  signifi¬ 
cant  in  their  own  right.  Each  represents  what  remains  to¬ 
day  from  the  Virgil  Brand  Collection  in  its  respective  series. 
At  one  time  the  holdings  consisted  of  hundreds  of  half  cents; 
now  only  the  1811  restrike,  admittedly  one  of  the  rarest 
pieces  in  this  series,  remains.  Likewise,  the  cents  of  1794  and 
1805  are  just  the  tiniest  fraction  of  the  marvelous  large  cents 
which  the  Chicago  collector  once  owned. 

Gobrecht  dollars  were  favorites  of  Virgil  Brand,  and  in 
his  day  he  owned  dozens  of  them.  The  two  that  remain,  of¬ 
fered  as  part  of  the  following  descriptions,  are  remarkable 
for  their  quality  and  rarity  and  were  at  one  time  highlights 
of  his  holdings. 

Now,  on  to  the  descriptions... 


72 


Exceedingly  Rare  1811  Restrike  Half  Cent 


473  1811  Restrike  Half  Cent  with  reverse  of  1802.  Choice  Uncirculated, 
MS-65.  A  superb  specimen  with  nearly  full  original  mint  red  on  the 
obverse  and  with  reddish-brown  surfaces  on  the  reverse. 

This  coin,  made  outside  of  the  Mint  by  Joseph  J.  Mickley  in  1858 
or  1859,  is  a  combination  of  the  1811  obverse  die  (Cohen  variety  2) 
and  an  1802  reverse  (Cohen  variety  B).  At  the  time  it  was  the  Mint 
practice  to  sell  old  dies  as  scrap  iron,  curiously  without  taking  the 
time  to  deface  them.  Thus  several  dozen  different  dies  found  their 
way  into  the  hands  of  collectors.  A  number  of  so-called  "restrikes," 
were  produced,  some  of  them  illogical  mulings  combining  dies  that 
were  never  mated  originally.  While  United  States  Patterns,  by  Dr. 
J.  Hewitt  Judd,  lists  many  of  these,  perhaps  the  ones  best  known  to 
numismatists  today  are  those  which  are  delineated  in  A  Guide  Book 
of  United  States  Coins.  Included  are  the  1811  restrike  half  cent  (as 
offered  in  the  present  lot),  the  1804  restrike  large  cent,  and  the  1823 
restrike  large  cent. 

Numismatic  literature  (Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia  of  United  States 
and  Colonial  Proof  Coins,  for  example)  has  noted  that  just  six 
specimens  were  struck.  The  possession  of  an  1811  restrike  half  cent 
has  been  the  object  of  desire  for  half  cent  collectors  for  many  decades. 
One  could  take  the  position  that  restrike  half  cents  (or  restrikes  of 
any  other  issue,  for  that  matter)  are  not  as  desirable  as  originals,  and 
this  may  indeed  be  the  case.  However,  the  1811  restrike  half  cent, 
combining  as  it  does  two  dies  not  normally  used  for  coinage,  con¬ 
stitutes  a  different  variety  not  obtainable  in  any  other  form.  In  a 
somewhat  related  vein,  if  we  are  not  stretching  the  point,  the  1804 
silver  dollar,  one  of  America's  most  acclaimed  and  most  desirable 
rarities,  represents  an  issue  never  coined  in  original  form  (pieces  were 
first  made  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  circa  1834,  30  years  after  the  date 
indicated). 

Of  this  variety,  Roger  S.  Cohen,  Jr.  notes  in  his  book  American 
Half  Cents: 

"This  item  was  struck  outside  of  the  Mint,  using  the  dies  of  1811 
obverse  2  and  1802  reverse  B.  Both  dies  were  quite  rusty  when  the 
restrikes  were  made.  J.J.  Mickley,  an  early  coin  collector,  supposed¬ 
ly  had  six  specimens  struck  about  1858.  The  dies  had  been  acquired 
after  the  Mint  had  sold  them  for  junk.  In  1878  the  United  States 
Government  reacquired  the  dies  from  the  Mickley  estate.  At  the  pres¬ 
ent  time  the  location  of  six  specimens  is  known.  A  collector  need  not 
worry  about  having  a  restrike  sold  to  him  as  an  original  since  the 
present  market  price  of  the  restrike  is  in  excess  of  a  Mint-coined  1811." 


Concerning  the  same  issue,  Walter  Breen  notes  in  his  Encyclopedia 
of  United  States  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins: 

"This  is  a  muling,  made  in  1858  or  1859  for  Joseph  J.  Mickley,  from 
the  original  obverse  (now  badly  rusted)  of  the  1811  close  date  half 
cent  with  the  reverse  of  1802  (badly  rusted  from  the  time  of  striking, 
with  edges  chipped).  Only  six  were  made,  outside  the  Mint  only;  they 
are  bright  red  and  the  die  shows  some  evidence  of  polishing  in  an 
attempt  to  remove  the  rust,  not  too  successful.  They  have  sharp  knife- 
rims  or  'wire  edges.'  " 

A  survey  of  known  specimens,  using  Walter  Breen's  basic  list  (with 
additions  by  the  present  writer),  reveals  the  following  pieces: 

1.  The  Anderson-Dupont  Collection  specimen  sold  by  Stack's  in 
1953  to  D.N.,  a  Chicago  collector,  then  to  the  "TAD"  Collection. 

2.  The  Brobston  Collection  specimen. 

3.  The  Showers  Collection  specimen. 

4.  The  R.L.  Miles  Collection  (Stack's)  specimen,  earlier  from  Lester 
Merkin,  the  well-known  New  York  dealer. 

5.  The  John  Hanson  Collection,  earlier  from  Alfred  Bonard,  still 
earlier  from  Paramount  International  Coin  Corporation's  Sale  of  the 
Century  Collection  (catalogued  by  the  present  writer  in  1965).  Walter 
Breen  speculates  that  either  number  four  or  number  five  was  formerlly 
in  the  private  collection  formed  by  B.  Max  Mehl. 

6.  The  Virgil  Brand  Collection  specimen  offered  here.  Purchased 
by  Brand  from  Thomas  L.  Elder's  first  auction  sale,  September  30, 
1905. 

The  1811  restrike  half  cent,  combining  as  it  does  extreme  rarity, 
fascinating  history,  and  the  only  available  form  of  the  1811/1802  die 
combination,  has  always  been  one  of  the  most  desired  pieces  in  this 
series.  The  present  coin  should  attract  wide  bidding  attention. 

As  noted  earlier,  from  Thomas  L.  Elder's  first  auction  sale,  sold 
on  September  30,  1905.  Lot  656.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  30,608. 


1794  S-18b  Large  Cent 
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474  1794  Large  cent.  Sheldon-18b.  Head  of  1793,  Double  Chin  variety. 
With  the  1794  edge  device  having  the  stem  and  point  of  the  leaf  directed 
upward.  AU-50.  A  few  edge  bumps  are  evident.  A  coin  which  close¬ 
ly  approaches  the  revised  Condition  Census  of  65-60-55-55-55-55 .  In¬ 
deed,  the  difference  between  AU-50  and  AU-55  may  be  academic  in 
this  instance,  so  the  viewer  may  elect  to  actually  nominate  the  pres¬ 
ent  coin  as  being  within  the  Condition  Census  enumeration.  The  sur¬ 
faces  are  a  pleasing  light  brown  color.  Apart  from  the  aforementioned 
edge  bumps  the  coin  is  attractive  in  every  way. 

According  to  the  research  of  John  Adams,  the  S-18b  was  the  first 
1794  cent  struck.  Writing  in  Penny-Wise  in  1974  he  argued  that  "Un¬ 
fortunately,  neither  the  Hays-Chapman  nor  the  Sheldon-Hines-Clapp- 
Wurtzbach  sequence  square  with  the  facts"  regarding  the  emission 
sequence  of  the  Heads  of  1793  (S-17  through  S-20).  We  refer  the  pres¬ 
ent  reader  to  page  33  of  our  1982  catalogue  titled  The  Celebrated  John 
W.  Adams  Collection  for  further  details. 

This  variety  was  first  described  by  Ed.  Frossard  in  the  Merritt  Col¬ 
lection  sale  in  1879.  Since  that  time  the  piece,  which  is  now  designated 
as  Rarity-4  on  the  Sheldon  Scale,  has  become  a  favorite  of  collec¬ 
tors.  In  Penny-Whimsy  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon  refers  to  the  "Hall- 
Brand"  coin  being  one  of  the  most  famous.  It  is  not  known  if  he  is 
referring  to  the  piece  offered  here,  which  actually  traces  its  pedigree 
to  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection. 

Acquired  by  Virgil  Brand  as  part  of  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection 
purchased  intact  in  1908.  Entered  in  his  ledger  on  New  Year's  Eve, 
December  31,  1908,  as  inventory  No.  46,663. 
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1805  Large  Cent 


475  1805  Large  cent.  Sheldon  269.  Pointed  1  in  date.  AU-50  to  AU-55. 
Warm,  rich  lustrous  brown  surfaces.  Prominent  traces  of  the  reverse 
wreath  (clash  marks)  are  visible  before  the  face.  A  mound,  almost 
subliminal,  is  in  the  field  to  the  left  of  the  bottom  curls.  A  Condition 
Census  coin,  comfortably  within  the  70-60-60-55-50-50  enumeration 
published  in  Penny-Whimsy.  A  pleasing  specimen  of  this  popular 
variety. 


1827  Copper  Restrike  Quarter  Dollar 


476  1827  Quarter  dollar.  Restrike  in  copper.  Choice  Uncirculated,  MS-65. 
The  surfaces  are  a  mbcture  of  brown  and  red,  predominantly  red.  With 
reeded  edge,  unlike  originals  of  this  year. 

Information  concerning  the  1827  copper  restrike  quarter  dollar  is 
elusive.  Walter  Breen  writes  that  the  issue  was  made  at  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  during  the  1858-1860  period  and  combines  the  regular  obverse 
of  1827  with  a  reverse  originally  used  in  1819.  In  our  description  of 
the  original  silver  1827  quarter  in  the  Garrett  Collection  sold  to  the 
order  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  University  in  1980,  we  noted  that  the 
obverse  die  (the  same  die  used  to  coin  the  present  copper  restrike) 
is:  "1827  over  1823,  with  the  undertype  3  showing  boldly  under  the 
7,"  further  observing  that  "years  ago  this  issue  was  described  as  an 
overdate,  and  in  fact  it  appears  as  such  in  T.  Harrison  Garrett's  per¬ 
sonal  records  as  well  as  such  references  as  Browning.  In  recent 
references  such  as  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  and  Scott's 
Catalogue  and  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Coins  the  overdate 
feature  has  been  overlooked." 

Restrikes  were  made  in  silver  and  copper.  Walter  Breen  traces  nine 
different  silver  restrikes  and  notes  the  report  of  a  tenth,  two  of  which 
are  overstruck  (the  Eliasberg  Collection  specimen  being  overstruck 
on  a  1806  quarter  dollar). 

Copper  restrikes  apparently  are  much  rarer.  Walter  Breen  notes 
that  "at  least  three  and  more  probabl y  five"  are  known,  compared 
to  the  Parmelee  notation  that  only  three  were  known  (in  1890). 

The  1827  quarter  was  one  of  Virgil  Brand's  favorite  pieces.  His 
ledgers  record  the  purchase  of  nearly  a  dozen  silver  specimens  (originals 
and  restrikes  combined). 

Purchased  from  the  Parmelee  Collection  on  September  9,  1899  and 
entered  as  inventory  No.  20,762.  Although  Lorin  C.  Parmelee,  the 
Boston  numismatist,  offered  his  coins  at  auction  in  1890  through  the 
New  York  Coin  and  Stamp  Company,  many  items  were  "bought  in" 
by  the  owner  and  were  subsequently  parceled  out  over  a  long  period 
of  years  later.  In  1899  at  the  same  time  Virgil  Brand  purchased  a  1792 
silver  center  cent  from  the  Parmelee  Collection  for  $50,  the  same 
amount  given  for  the  1827  copper  restrike  quarter. 


Rare  1838  Gobrecht  Silver  Dollar 


477  1838  Gobrecht  pattern  silver  dollar.  Judd-84.  Adams-Woodin  65. 
Reeded  edge.  Choice  Proof-65  with  beautiful  gray  and  iridescent  toning 
as  acquired  over  a  period  of  more  than  a  century.  A  superb  specimen 
of  one  of  the  most  desired  issues  among  pattern  silver  dollars. 

The  series  of  Gobrecht  pattern  silver  dollars  is  one  of  the  most  il- 
lustrous  in  American  coinage.  Three  dates  were  produced:  1836, 1838, 
and  1839,  of  which  1838  is  the  rarest.  There  are  four  different  varieties 
of  1838  pattern  dollars,  listed  as  Judd-84,  85,  86,  and  87,  the  last  two 
being  copper.  Among  silver  issues,  J-84  (the  variety  offered  here)  and 
J-85  differ  only  in  the  edge  treatment,  the  former  having  a  reeded  edge 
and  the  latter  a  plain  edge.  Restrikes  were  made  of  both  issues  and 
are  the  types  usually  seen.  The  present  issue  is  one  of  these  and  was 
probably  produced  circa  1858-1860  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint .  The  align¬ 
ment  is  such  that  the  reverse  of  the  piece  depicts  the  flying  eagle  in 
a  horizontal  position  rather  than  flying  upward.  Presumably  the 
originals  had  the  reverse  die  aligned  with  the  two  dots  or  circles  at 
the  bottom,  before  and  after  ONE  DOLLAR,  horizontal  (resulting 
in  the  eagle  being  in  an  upward  position).  One  specimen  was 
overstruck  on  a  regular  Liberty  seated  dollar  dated  1859,  and  another 
is  reported  over  an  1850-0  silver  dollar.  The  coin  presently  offered 
shows  no  signs  of  an  undertype. 

The  1838  reeded  edge  dollar  is  listed  by  Dr.  Judd  as  having  been 
struck  to  the  extent  of  31  to  75  pieces  (Rarity  5).  As  this  rarity  rating 
pertains  to  the  number  originally  produced,  presumably  fewer  are 
known  today.  By  comparison,  as  a  date  1836  is  listed  as  Rarity  1  (over 
1,250)  and  1839  is  registered  as  Rarity  3  (201  to  500). 

The  numismatist  seeking  to  acquire  an  1838  dollar  to  fill  out  the 
Gobrecht  series  will  probably  never  locate  a  specimen  superior  to  the 
one  offered  here.  It  is  truly  a  superb  piece  of  the  first  order  of 
desirability. 

At  one  time  Virgil  Brand  owned  a  half  dozen  or  more  1838  Gobrecht 
dollars.  The  particular  specimen  offered  here  traces  its  ancestry  to 
the  Thomas  L.  Elder  sale  of  the  Peter  Cschwend  Collection,  June  15, 
1909,  Lot  291.  It  was  entered  as  Virgil's  inventory  No.  44,105.  The 
price  paid  in  1909  was  $167.50,  a  very  large  sum  for  the  time. 


Superb  Proof  1839  Gobrecht  Dollar 


478  1839  Gobrecht  pattern  silver  dollar.  J-108.  Adams-Woodin  86.  Plain 
edge.  A  superb  Choice  Proof-65  specimen  with  gorgeous  gray  and 
iridescent  toning,  virtually  a  perfect  match  to  the  preceding  coin. 

Here  is  one  of  the  greatest  rarities  in  the  series.  A  restrike  (as  are 
all  specimens  of  J-108),  the  coin  displays  the  eagle  flying  in  a  horizontal 
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position  on  the  reverse.  Without  having  knowledge  of  the  present  coin, 
Walter  Breen  notes  of  this  variety  that  just  two  are  known,  while  Dr. 
J.  Hewitt  Judd  notes  the  piece  as  Rarity  8  (only  two  or  three  struck) 
Don  Taxay,  in  Scott's  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Coins,  notes  that 
only  two  or  three  are  known.  He  notes  that  one  was  formerly  in  the 
collection  of  King  Farouk  of  Egypt,  another  was  at  one  time  owned 
by  W.W.C.  Wilson.  Walter  Breen  enumerates  the  following  coins 
which  may  be  the  same: 

1.  This  specimen  owned  by  Granberg,  Woodin,  Newcomer,  Boyd, 
Menjou,  Curtis,  Farouk,  Baldenhofer,  and  Ostheimer,  later  passing 
to  Lester  Merkin. 

2.  The  specimen  from  the  Jay  and  Miles  collections. 

3.  A  coin  "reported  but  not  confirmed,"  perhaps  the  piece  offered 
here. 

It  is  evident  that  just  three  specimens  are  presently  known.  Of 
course,  there  is  always  a  possibility  of  another  one  turning  up — we 
probably  shouldn't  even  mention  this — but,  if  so,  this  would  be 
academic,  for  the  coin  still  would  rank  as  one  of  the  greatest  rarities 
in  this  silver  dollar  series. 

Purchased  by  Virgil  Brand  from  B.  Max  Mehl's  sale  of  the  H.O. 
Granberg  Collection,  July  1919,  Lot  37  at  $565,  a  very  large  price 
for  the  time.  Entered  as  Brand  inventory  No.  92,343.  H.O.  Granberg 
who  lived  in  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin,  formed  and  sold  several  collec¬ 
tions  through  various  dealers  during  the  early  part  of  the  present 
century. 

Note:  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  at  one  time  Virgil  owned  the  only 
two  specimens  known  to  Adams  and  Woodin,  these  being  the  W.W.C. 
Wilson  and  H.O.  Granberg  pieces,  both  purchased  in  1919. 


Silver  Restrike  of  the  1861  Confederate  Cent 


479  Silver  restrike  of  the  1861  Confederate  cent.  Choice  Proof-65  with 
beautiful  light  gray  and  iridescent  toning.  One  of  the  finest  known 
specimens  of  this  issue. 

In  1861  the  Confederate  States  of  America  contacted  Bailey  &  Com¬ 
pany,  Philadelphia  jewelers,  concerning  the  production  of  one-cent 
pieces  for  the  South.  After  striking  just  12  pieces,  Lovett  became  fearful 
that  his  actions  would  be  construed  as  illegal  by  Union  authorities, 
so  he  hid  the  dies.  In  the  early  1870s  John  W.  Haseltine,  the 
Philadelphia  dealer,  discovered  the  dies  and  the  original  copper-nickel 
pieces  in  the  possessions  of  Lovett.  Subsequently,  through  Peter  L. 
Krider,  also  of  Philadelphia,  restrikes  were  made  from  the  dies. 
Haseltine  later  wrote: 

"I  purchased  the  dies  [from  Lovett]  and,  as  you  all  probably  know, 
did  not  strike  any  in  nickel,  considering  them  to  a  certain  extent  as 
original,  but  we  had  three  struck  in  gold  and  I  believe  five  in  silver 
and  55  in  copper,  the  die  breaking  on  the  55th  piece,  which  is  in  ex¬ 
istence,  showing  the  break  in  the  die." 

An  advertisement  to  sell  copper  restrikes  is  dated  April  2,  1874  and 
is  somewhat  relevant  to  the  silver  issues  as  well,  although  the  silver 
pieces  were  not  the  subject  of  the  following  sales  presentation: 


"Having  succeeded  in  discovering  and  purchasing  the  dies  of  the 
Confederate  cent,  we,  the  undersigned  [J.  Colvin  Randall  and  Peter 
L.  Krider],  have  concluded  to  strike  for  the  benefit  of  collectors  a 
limited  number,  and  in  order  to  protect  those  gentlemen  who  had  the 
[coppjer- nickel]  pieces  originally  struck  in  1861,  we  determined  to  strike 
none  in  that  metal.  Our  intention  was  to  strike  500  in  copper,  but 
after  the  55th  impression  the  collar  burst  and  the  dies  were  badly 
broken.  They  are  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Haseltine  and  may 
be  seen  at  any  time  at  his  store.  No.  1343  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia. 

"The  history  of  this  piece  is  probably  known  to  most  collectors, 
but  for  the  information  of  those  who  are  ignorant  of  the  facts  we  will 
state  that  the  dies  were  made  by  Mr.  Lovett,  of  Philadelphia,  in  1861, 
who  says  that  they  were  ordered  in  that  year  by  the  South,  that  he 
struck  but  12  pieces,  but  probably  thinking  that  he  might  have  some 
difficulty  in  reference  to  them  (having  made  the  dies  for  the  South), 
he  mentioned  the  matter  to  no  one  until  a  few  months  since,  when 
he  parted  with  ten  pieces,  struck  in  [copper-nickel]  which  he  stated 
where  all  that  he  had,  having  lost  two  pieces.  One  of  the  said  two 
pieces  was  the  means  of  the  dies  and  pieces  being  traced.  Although 
the  Confederacy  did  not  adopt  this  piece,  it  will  always  be  considered 
interesting  as  the  only  coinage  designed  for  said  Confederacy..." 

Another  account  relates  that  12  specimens  were  restruck  in  silver 
and  7  in  gold,  in  addition  to  55  in  copper  and,  of  course,  the  12 
originals  (which  were  struck  in  copper-nickel). 

Using  the  figure  of  12  silver  restrikes,  the  rarity  of  the  silver  restrikes 
of  the  copper-nickel  originals  is  approximately  equal.  Over  the  years 
we  have  handled  just  two  silver  pieces,  an  example  owned  over  20 
years  ago  and  the  specimen  we  sold  as  part  of  the  Garrett  Collection 
for  the  Johns  Hopkins  University  in  1981  as  Lot  1997  (which  realized 
$3900). 

An  exceedingly  important  part  of  Confederate  numismatic 
Americana.  A  prize  for  the  advanced  collector. 

Obtained  by  Virgil  Brand  from  Lyman  H.  Low's  sale  of  the  Jacob 
Giles  Morris  Collection,  Part  II,  Lot  1090,  October  29,  1901,  at  $13.50. 
Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  22,672. 


So-Called  Beauregard  "Dime" 


480  So-called  Beauregard  dime.  Confederate-related.  Struck  in  silver,  about 
the  size  of  a  dime.  Fine-12,  holed  at  the  top  for  suspension.  Light  gray 
toning. 

This  piece  pictures  a  male  portrait  on  the  obverse  facing  left  with 
the  initials  C.R.  below  and  is  related  to  a  Jefferson  Davis  issue  by 
the  same  engraver  (see  Lot  1999  of  our  Garrett  Collection  catalogue, 
March  1981  for  a  description  of  the  Jefferson  piece). 

On  the  obverse  to  the  left  appears  the  inscription  G.T. 
BEAUREGARD.  BRG.  GEN.  C.S.A.  The  reverse  has  an  open  wreath 
enclosing  in  the  inscription  MANASSAS  21  JULY  1861,  an  observ¬ 
ance  of  the  battle  there.  This  issue,  of  unknown  origin  and  significance, 
has  from  time  to  time  been  called  the  "Confederate  dime."  A  specimen 
we  offered  in  the  Garrett  Collection  (Lot  2002  in  our  sale  of  March 
1981),  without  a  hole  but  with  evidence  of  a  loop  having  been  removed 
at  the  top  border,  fetched  $900. 

Acquired  by  private  treaty  from  B.H.  Collins  on  January  26,  1905 
for  $25.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  28,176. 
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(^oucrnmcnt  (D|)ice. 

GOVERNMENT  ASSAY  OFFiCE, 

NEW  WESTMINSTER,  BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 


SSAYS  OF  GOLD  BULLION  are  made  on 


the  following  terms,  and  under  the  following 
conditions: — 

1.  A  receipt  will  be  given  to  the  Depositor  for 
the  exact  gross  weight  ot  his  deposit. 

2.  Tl'.e  resulting  ingot  will  be  delivered  to  any 
party  returning  the  albre.^aid  receipt,  whether  the 
Depositor  or  any  one  else,  and  the  party  returning 
the  receipt  will  be  required  to  cancel  it  by  his  sig¬ 
nature  at  the  time  of  receiving  the  ingot. 

3.  Each  ingot  will  be  stamped  with  its  number, 
corresponding  to  its  number  in  the  official  ri'cords, 
with  its  ivei/jht,  in  ounces  and  decimals  of  ounces, 
its  Jineness  in  thousandths,  and  its  mine  in  dollars 
and  cents;  also  with  a  Goveniment  cipher,  a  crown 
encircled  by  the  words  “Buitisii  Columkia 
Govep.kmext  Assay;”  thus: 


and  the  clip  comer  will  be  protected  by  a  small 
crown  impressed  on  the  face  of  it. 

4.  With  each  ingot  will  be  given  a  certificate, 
signed  by  a  Government  officer,  of  the  weight  of 
the  deposit  before  melting;  its  weight  after;  tlu 
fineness;  the  charge  for  assaying;  and  the  value 
in  dollars  and  cents. 

5.  For  all  bars  not  exceeding  50  ounces  in 
weight,  a  charge  of  seven  shillings  and  six  pence 
(7s.  Gd.)  sterling  will  be  made,  and  for  every  ad¬ 
ditional  10  ounces,  or  fraction  of  same,  one  shilling 
and  six  pence  (Is.  Gd.) 

All  clips  are  retained  in  the  Government  Assay 
office;  but  on  bars  not  exceeding  10  ounces  in 
weight,  allowance  will  be  made  ofi'lhe  assay  charge 
lor  the  value  of  the  clip. 

N.B. — Bars  assayed  at  this  office,  or  Dl'st,  may 
be  e.xchanged  for  American  coin,  at  the  current 
market  rates. 

Assays  of  Or.ES  are  made  at  the  charge  of  One 
Pound  (£1.)  for  each  specimen  e.xperimented  upon. 

For:  A  CoMi’LETE  Analysts  of  any  Mineual, 
Two  Pounds  (£2.)  is  the  charge. 


W.  Di:iscoll  Gosset. 


P.S. — Useful  geological  specimens,  whether  me¬ 
tallic  or  not,  if  accompanied  by  a  note  of  the  local¬ 
ity  where  found,  position  with  regard  to  other 
rocks,  altitude,  dip,  Ac.,  Ac.,  will  be  thankfnliv 


W.  D.  G 


April  4th,  18G1. 


The 


British  Columbia 
$10  and  $20 

of 

1862 


The  following  offering,  consisting  of  three  examples  of 
the  1862  British  Columbia  coinage,  one  of  which  is  struck 
in  gold  (the  1862  $10),  represents  one  of  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  groupings  to  cross  the  auction  block  in  many  years. 
These  issues  are  mainly  known  by  legend  and  reputation; 
few  have  had  the  opportunity  to  examine  specimens  in 
person. 

It  is  appropriate  at  this  point  to  give  some  general  and 
specific  background  concerning  the  issues: 

The  June  13,  1863  issue  of  The  Government  Gazette, 
published  in  New  Westminster,  British  Columbia,  gave  an 
early  notice  of  related  issues,  illustrating  the  paragraphs  with 
a  representation,  somewhat  similar  to  the  1862  coins,  show¬ 
ing  at  the  center  an  imperial  crown  with  the  words  BRITISH 
COLUMBIA,  GOVERNMENT  ASSAY  surrounding.  The 
notice  read: 

"GOVERNMENT  ASSAY  OFFICE,  New  Westminster, 
British  Columbia.  Assays  of  gold  bullion  are  made  on  the 
following  terms,  and  under  the  following  conditions: 

"1.  A  receipt  will  be  given  to  the  depositor  for  the  exact 
gross  weight  of  his  deposit. 

"2.  The  resulting  ingot  will  be  delivered  to  any  party 
returning  the  aforesaid  receipt,  whether  the  depositor  or 
anyone  else,  and  the  party  returning  the  receipt  will  be  re¬ 
quired  to  cancel  it  by  his  signiture  at  the  time  of  receiving 
the  ingot. 

"3.  Each  ingot  will  be  stamped  with  this  number,  cor¬ 
responding  to  its  number  in  the  official  records,  with  its 
weight,  in  ounces,  its  fineness  in  thousandths,  and  its  value 
in  dollars  and  cents;  also  with  a  government  cipher,  a  crown 
encircled  by  the  words  BRITISH  COLUMBIA  GOVERN¬ 
MENT  ASSAY,  and  the  clip  corner  will  be  protected  by  a 
small  crown  impressed  on  the  face  of  it. 

"4.  With  each  ingot  will  be  given  a  certificate,  signed  by 
a  government  officer,  of  the  weight  of  the  deposit  before 
melting;  its  weight  after;  the  fineness;  the  charge  for  assay¬ 
ing;  and  the  value  in  dollars  and  cents. 

"5.  For  all  bars  not  exceeding  50  ounces  in  weight,  a  charge 
of  seven  shillings  and  sixpence  sterling  will  be  made,  and 
for  every  additional  ten  ounces,  or  fraction  of  same,  one 
shilling  and  sixpence. 

"All  clips  are  retained  in  the  Government  Assay  Office; 
but  on  bars  not  exceeding  ten  ounces  in  weight,  allowance 
will  be  made  off  the  assay  charge  for  the  value  of  the  clip. 

"Bars  assayed  at  this  office,  or  dust,  may  be  exchanged 
for  American  coin,  at  the  current  market  rates..." 

By  this  time,  1863,  for  political  reasons  it  was  decided  that 
a  mint  would  not  be  established  in  British  Columbia,  so  the 
Assay  Office  operated  in  its  stead.  But,  we  are  getting  ahead 
of  the  story... 

Years  earlier,  in  1848,  gold  discoveries  were  made  on  the 
banks  of  the  American  River  in  California,  to  the  south  of 
British  Columbia,  by  employees  of  Marshall,  who  built  a 
sawmill  on  behalf  of  John  Sutter,  the  land  owner.  Within 
a  relatively  short  time  the  news  of  the  bonanza  spread,  and 


by  year's  end  California  was  the  site  of  a  mad  scramble  for 
riches.  The  following  year,  1849,  saw  the  advent  of  tens  of 
thousands  of  treasure-seekers  from  the  eastern  part  of  the 
United  States  as  well  as  virtually  every  other  part  of  the 
globe.  Additional  strikes  were  found,  fortunes  were  made 
(and  lost),  communities  came  into  being,  and  by  1850 
California,  then  well  settled  by  "Yankees,"  became  a  state. 
Gold  mining,  from  the  loose  earth,  stream  beds  (placer  min¬ 
ing)  and  deep-rock  mining,  continued  through  the  1850s. 
However,  after  the  first  few  years  of  the  decade  most  pro¬ 
fits  went  to  large  mining  companies  and  corporations.  The 
days  of  the  legendary  individual  prospector  were  no  more. 

Although  gold  had  been  discovered  in  British  Columbia 
years  earlier  (for  example,  during  the  summer  of  1850  Joseph 
W.  McKay  found  various  particles  of  gold  on  Vancouver 
Island),  knowledge  of  the  situation  was  not  widespread.  The 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  which  controlled  much  of  the  com¬ 
merce  in  the  area,  realized  that  gold  existed,  but  the  firm 
was  not  eager  to  disseminate  the  news.  Still,  various  in¬ 
dividuals  profited  from  scattered  gold  exploitation  sites. 
Toward  the  end  of  1857  the  news  could  no  longer  be  con¬ 
tained.  Deposits  and  specimens  of  gold  from  the  Fraser  River 
district  attracted  the  attention  of  merchants,  bankers,  and 
miners  alike.  The  year  1857  saw  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com¬ 
pany  export  300  ounces  during  the  last  several  months  alone. 
By  Christmas  week  the  situation  was  such  that  Governor 
Douglas  was  prompted  to  issue  a  proclamation  which  "for¬ 
bade  all  persons  to  dig  or  disturb  the  soil  in  search  of  gold 
until  authorized  in  that  behalf  by  her  majesty's  colonial 
government,"  further  noting  that  all  such  metal  belonged 
to  the  crown. 

On  January  14,  1858,  the  same  individual  reported:  "From 
the  successful  result  of  experiments  made  in  washing  the  gold 
in  the  sands  of  the  tributary  streams  of  the  Fraser  River  there 
is  reason  to  suppose  that  the  gold  region  is  extensive,  and 
I  entertain  sanguine  hopes  that  future  researchers  will 
develop  stores  of  wealth  perhaps  equal  to  the  gold-fields  of 
California — the  geological  formations  observed  in  the  Sierra 
Nevada  of  California  being  similar  in  character  to  the  struc¬ 
ture  of  the  corresponding  range  of  mountains  in  this 
latitude." 

By  April,  the  news  had  spread  to  many  areas  to  the  south, 
where  it  fell  upon  the  ears  of  California  gold  diggers  who 
were  experiencing  lean  times.  "California  is  to  be  outdone, 
as  the  rivers  of  British  Columbia  are  larger  than  those  of 
California.  The  glories  of  Australia  shall  pale  before  this  new 
golden  aurora  borealis,”  noted  an  account.  In  a  situation 
reminiscent  of  that  which  occurred  in  California  less  than 
a  decade  earlier,  farmers  left  their  horses  and  oxen, 
tradesmen  boarded  up  shops,  and  employers  were  left 
without  laborers  as  wave  after  wave  of  eager  adventurers 
traveled  to  the  Fraser  River  in  hopes  of  finding  a  golden 
bonanza.  Hubert  H.  Bancroft  wrote  in  his  History  of  British 
Columbia; 

"California  was  now  rapidly  losing  population.  Men  of 
all  classes  abandonded  their  occupations  in  the  interior  and 
followed  the  crowd  to  San  Francisco.  Money  was  borrowed 
at  exorbitant  rates  of  interest  to  be  advanced  on  goods  for 


79 


British  Columbia.  It  was  not  strange  that  the  first  fair  op¬ 
portunity  would  be  seized  by  the  journals  of  San  Francisco 
to  stem  the  current  by  giving  the  northern  regions  under  the 
guise  of  the  mistake  of  the  Fraser  mines  the  worst  possible 
name.  The  whole  of  California  in  April  1858  was  in  a  fer¬ 
ment.  Business  in  the  interior  was  deranged,  and  in  many 
places  broken  up.  Hundreds  too  impatient  to  wait  for  the 
steamers  mounted  to  horses  and  hastened  overland,  especial¬ 
ly  from  the  northern  counties  of  California,  making  the 
distance  in  18  days.  While  towns  in  the  interior  were  being 
deserted,  San  Francisco  derived  the  benefit  of  the  influx  and 
of  the  outfitting  of  the  miners,  and  the  shippers  rejoiced  at 
the  prospects  of  the  Fraser  trade.  Shrewd  storekeepers  in 
the  mountain  counties  hurried  down  to  establish  themselves 
in  San  Francisco. 

“During  April  and  May,  the  rumors  more  or  less  fabulous 
of  gold  discoveries  in  the  north  continued  to  circulate 
throughout  California  and  in  the  Oregon  and  Washington 
territories.  Vessels  left  San  Francisco  carrying  three  times 
the  number  allowed  by  law.  John  Nugent,  a  special  agent 
of  the  United  States,  estimated  that  in  May,  June,  and  July 
1858,  23,000  persons  went  from  San  Francisco  by  sea,  and 
about  8,000  more  overland — safely  30,000  or  33,000  in  all 
in  the  course  of  the  season;  and  that  out  of  these  there  re¬ 
turned  before  January  1859  all  but  3,000.  None  were  too 
poor  and  none  too  rich  to  go.  Young  and  old  and  even  the 
decrepit.  Some  out  of  restlessness  or  curiosity;  others  for 
profit  or  prey.” 

Bancroft  quoted  the  account  of  one  Lundin  Brown,  who 
noted  that  “never  in  the  history  of  migrations  of  men  has 
there  been  seen  such  a  rush,  so  sudden  and  so  vast." 

It  was  reported  that  the  first  major  load  of  emigrants,  con¬ 
sisting  of  450  adventurers,  left  San  Francisco  on  the  steamer 
Commodore  on  April  20,  1858.  From  then  through  the 
beginning  of  the  second  week  in  June,  2,500  miners  had 
departed  by  sea,  while  it  was  estimated  that  5,000  more  were 
at  Puget  Sound  further  north  and  on  their  way  to  the  Fraser 
River.  The  steamboat  owners  perhaps  profited  most  from 
the  migration  and  helped  promulgate  and  expand  the  many 
tales  of  treasures  to  be  found. 

Although  many  newcomers  to  British  Columbia  were 
rewarded  with  success,  as  in  California  the  golden  dreams 
of  most  evaporated  into  the  mist.  It  was  later  stated  that 
the  most  important  effect  of  the  gold  excitement  was  to  lay 
the  foundation  for  permanent  settlements  in  British  Colum¬ 
bia  and  to  bring  to  the  area  many  energetic  individuals  who 
later  turned  their  attention  to  other  enterprises.  The  fate  of 
the  Brother  Jonathan  (refer  to  our  1982  catalogue  of  the 
Henry  Clifford  Collection  sale  for  a  detailed  description  of 
this  ship)  was  mentioned  by  Bancroft  as  part  of  a  commen¬ 
tary  concerning  the  waning  of  interest: 

“The  foundering  of  the  steamer  Brother  Jonathan  off  Cres¬ 
cent  City  [California],  July  8,  1858,  with  the  loss  of  many 
of  her  passengers,  was  a  shock  which  gave  the  final  impress 
to  the  idea  that  the  rush  had  continued  too  long.  The  im¬ 
migration  suddenly  stopped;  and  more:  in  a  few  months  the 
adventurers  were  nearly  all  back  again  in  'God's  country,' 


as  they  called  the  sunnier  regions  of  the  south,  full  of  bitter 
denounciations  of  the  route,  the  country,  the  resources,  yet 
knowing  no  more,  after  the  return,  of  the  extent  and  wealth 
of  the  mines  than  they  knew  before  leaving  in  quest  of  them. 
It  was  argued  that  the  deposits  on  the  lower  Fraser  River 
must  be  small,  and  if  the  head-waters  contained  greater 
wealth,  the  remoteness,  Indian  difficulties,  want  of  supplies, 
and  the  short  duration  of  the  mining  season,  would  forever 
make  them  inferior  to  California  as  a  mining  resort." 

The  same  account  quoted  population  figures  for  the 
district  as  17,000  in  1858,  the  peak,  8,000  in  1859,  7,000  in 
1860,  and  only  5,000  in  1861.  The  estimates  of  gold  pro¬ 
duction  for  1858  were  relatively  modest  and  ranged  from 
$500,000  to  $2,120,000,  tiny  fractions  of  the  California 
counterpart  years  earlier. 

In  the  years  after  1858  several  new  gold  discoveries  were 
found.  At  Cariboo  in  1861  a  particularly  rich  strike  was 
located.  In  this  year  gold  production  in  the  area  was 
estimated  by  one  account  to  be  $5,000,000  but,  like  all  ac¬ 
counts,  the  figure  is  open  to  question.  There  was  very  little 
in  the  way  of  official  recording  of  gold  acquired  by  miners. 

Paralleling  the  earlier  situation  in  California,  circulating 
coinage  in  British  Columbia  consisted  of  diverse  foreign 
pieces  including  issues  of  Mexico,  England,  and  other  en¬ 
tities.  Gold  dust,  sometimes  measured  by  the  “pinch,"  was 
employed  in  small  transactions  but  was  unsatisfactory  due 
to  imprecise  weight,  measurement,  and  fineness.  Relieving 
the  situation  somewhat  was  a  shipment  which  arrived  from 
Great  Britain  on  the  Tartar  in  April  1861,  a  total  of  6,900 
pounds  sterling  worth  of  coinage  consisting  of  shillings,  six¬ 
pence  pieces,  and  threepence  issues.  The  annals  of  the  district 
revealed  that  an  issue  of  paper  currency  was  scheduled  for 
release  in  1862.  Years  later  a  historian  of  the  district,  R.L. 
Reid,  who  published  The  Assay  Office  and  Proposed  Mint 
at  New  Westminster,  as  part  of  the  Archives  of  British  Col¬ 
umbia,  expressed  the  opinion  that  all  notes  were  subsequent¬ 
ly  redeemed  by  the  government. 

As  early  as  August  1859  Marchand  &  Company,  formerly 
of  San  Francisco,  established  a  private  assay  office  in  Vic¬ 
toria,  British  Columbia.  It  was  believed  by  district  officials 
that  a  government  assay  office  would  be  beneficial  and 
would  serve  the  needs  of  miners,  bankers,  and  citizens  alike. 
Those  possessing  gold  could  be  certain  of  receiving  a  fair 
price,  and  financial  stability  would  come  to  the  area,  perhaps 
serving  to  stem  the  continuing  loss  of  population  to  Califor¬ 
nia  to  the  south. 

“There  is  another  reason  which  inclined  the  authorities 
to  consider  the  establishment  of  an  Assay  Office,"  Reid 
wrote.  "The  revenue  of  the  colony  was  small  and  the  ex¬ 
penses  large.  An  export  duty  on  gold  was  being  considered 
as  a  proper  mode  of  taxation.  As  long  as  the  miners  came 
into  the  province  and  went  out  with  their  gold  in  their  own 
hands,  there  is  no  means  of  accurately  knowing  what  the 
output  was;  but  if  the  gold  could  be  made  to  go  through 
an  Assay  Office  operated  by  the  government  itself,  such  a 
tax  could  be  easily  be  imposed  and  collected." 

In  1859  reasons  for  establishing  the  Government  Assay 
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Office  were  forwarded  by  Governor  Douglas  to  the  Crown 
authorities.  He  related  that  he  had  earlier  attempted  to  in¬ 
duce  certain  owners  of  private  assay  offices  in  San  Francisco 
to  establish  branches  in  Victoria,  but  no  success  resulted. 
At  the  time  the  reputation  of  British  Columbia  was  low  in 
California,  following  the  return  of  many  disillusioned 
treasure  seekers.  Douglas  noted  as  part  of  his  lengthy  report: 

"The  expenses  [of  the  Government  Assay  Office]  would 
be  small,  involving  little  more  than  the  erection  of  a  house, 
fire-brick  furnace,  a  few  crucibles  which  could,  no  doubt, 
be  made  here,  a  good  assayer,  and  a  few  assistants.  The  pro¬ 
cess  is  simple  to  a  degree,  and  the  whole  expense  of  the  plant 
of  an  Assay  Office  would  not  exceed  600  pounds  sterling. 
Its  operation,  judging  from  the  operations  of  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  private  assayers,  who  have  all  become  wealthy,  would 
leave  a  profit.  1  therefore  believe  that  a  well-managed 
Government  Assay  Office  would,  at  least,  pay  its  own  ex¬ 
pense.  Its  advantages  to  the  colony  would  be  incalculable. 
Keeping  the  gold  circulating  in  the  country,  the  status  it 
would  give  the  place,  the  competence  it  would  inspire 
abroad,  the  benefits  to  the  miners,  the  contentment  it  would 
diffuse  amongst  them  by  the  certainty  in  fairness  and  celerity 
of  its  operations,  and  its  security,  are  amongst  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  such  an  establishment." 

Reid  wrote  that  after  the  Assay  Office  became  a  reality 
it  never  showed  a  profit.  In  the  year  1866,  for  example,  a 
$2,941.49  operating  deficit  occurred.  But  again  we  are  get¬ 
ting  ahead  of  the  story... 

In  January  1860  approval  of  the  Government  Assay  Of¬ 
fice  was  secured.  Employees  were  hired  and  a  building  was 
erected.  At  the  beginning  of  August  1860  the  Government 
Assay  Office  was  a  reality.  By  the  end  of  the  same  month 
1,600  ounces  of  gold  had  been  smelted,  assayed,  and  con¬ 
verted  into  bars  of  varying  weights. 

Surviving  correspondence  quoted  by  Reid  reveals  that 
there  was  great  friction  between  Captain  Gosset  (the 
treasurer  of  British  Columbia)  and  Governor  Douglas. 
Gosset  believed  that  the  name  of  the  refining  facility  should 
be  changed  to  the  Royal  Mint,  but  Douglas  protested.  Such 
an  action,  presumably,  would  be  in  contravention  of  the 
British  coinage  prerogative,  as  per  this  reply  given  to  Gosset: 

"Her  Majesty's  Government,  notwithstanding  the  report 
to  which  you  allude,  decided  upon  the  establishment  of  a 
Government  Assay  Office  and  Refinery  in  British  Colum¬ 
bia,  which  was  all  at  present  asked  for,  and,  therefore.  His 
Excellency  conceived  that  to  authorize  the  adoption  of  the 
fictitious  title  of  Royal  Mint,  the  office  being  an  assay  of¬ 
fice  and  not  a  mint,  would  be  a  proceeding  of  unwarranted 
assumption  on  his  part,  and  an  act  of  pretense  unworthy 
of  the  dignity  of  government." 

Gosset  had  the  further  idea  of  stamping  the  Assay  Office 
bars  with  their  value  in  pounds  sterling,  rather  than  the 
dollars  and  cents  widely  used  at  the  time  in  British  Colum¬ 
bia.  Having  no  authority  to  do  this,  Gosset  elected  to  stamp 
no  value  on  the  bars  themselves  but,  rather,  to  give  a  cer¬ 
tificate  to  the  owner  stating  the  value  in  dollars.  "This  made 
it  necessary  for  holders  of  the  Government  Assay  Office  bars 


to  go  to  private  assayers  in  order  that  the  value  of  the  bars 
could  be  reascertained  and  marked  thereon  in  dollars  and 
cents,"  Reid  wrote. 

Although  the  Government  Assay  Office  did  not  turn  a 
profit,  the  activities  in  gold  trading  attracted  the  attention 
of  others.  Reid  reported  that  Molitor,  of  San  Francisco 
(previously  associated  with  Wass,  Molitor  &  Company)  and 
Wells  Fargo  &  Company,  also  of  that  city,  opened  private 
assay  offices  in  Victoria  in  April  1862,  while  several  years 
later  the  Bank  of  British  Columbia  opened  a  similar  facility 
in  Cariboo.  Further  contention  arose  when  the  Government 
Assay  Office  would  not  accept  the  stamps  on  ingots  issued 
by  the  Bank  of  British  Columbia  and  insisted  on  remelting 
the  bars  and  reassaying  them. 

Gosset  agitated  for  the  establishment  of  a  mint  separate 
from  the  Government  Assay  Office  in  British  Columbia. 
There  was  a  scrap  as  to  whether  such  a  facility  should  be 
located  in  New  Westminster  and  operated  in  conjunction 
with  the  Assay  Office  or  whether  it  should  be  located  in  Vic¬ 
toria.  A  newspaper  taking  the  Victoria  side  of  the  situation 
observed: 

"We  may  as  well,  nevertheless,  bring  under  notice  a  few 
things  that  deserve  consideration  if  a  Mint  be  seriously  be 
contemplated — and  we  can  perceive  no  good  reason  why 
it  should  not.  In  the  first  place,  if  a  Mint  be  established  in 
these  colonies,  it  should  be  established  at  Victoria  and 
nowhere  else.  Grant  that  a  Mint  be  established  at  New 
Westminster,  and  the  consequences  would  be  a  derange¬ 
ment,  or  at  least  there  would  be  serious  inconveniences  to 
the  commerce  of  the  country.  The  commerce  of  the  coun¬ 
try  is  not  centered  at  New  Westminster.  It  is  centered  at  Vic¬ 
toria.  The  up-country  merchants  don't  buy  at  New 
Westminster — they  buy  at  Victoria.  They  buy  at  credit  here 
[in  Victoria,  where  the  paper  was  published],  not  there..."  It 
was  further  suggested  that  the  coinage  should  be  in  dollars 
and  cents  and  not  equivalent  to  the  British  sterling  system. 

The  Columbian,  a  New  Westminster  publication,  agreed 
that  a  mint  would  be  beneficial  but,  as  might  be  expected, 
pinpointed  New  Westminster  as  the  ideal  site. 

New  gold  discoveries  gave  hope  for  future  wealth,  with 
the  result  that  the  Governor  Douglas  directed  the  colonial 
secretary  to  write  to  Gosset  as  follows: 

"With  reference  to  the  interview  which  you  and  Mr. 
Claudet  had  today  with  the  Governor  upon  the  subject  of 
meeting  the  inconvenience  and  loss  which  at  present  results 
to  the  colonies  at  British  Columbia  and  Vancouver  Island 
through  the  scarcity  of  coin,  I  am  instructed  by  His  Excellen¬ 
cy  to  authorize  you  to  dispatch  Mr.  Claudet  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  to  obtain  the  necessary  machinery  for  coining  at  the 
Assay  Office  in  New  Westminster  pieces  of  the  value  of 
twenty  and  ten  dollars  American  currency,  the  total  expense 
of  which,  it  is  estimated,  will  not  exceed  1,000  pounds 
sterling. 

"His  Excellency  wishes  you  to  submit  a  rough  sketch  of 
the  device  for  the  coins  in  question." 

Gosset  furnished  a  sketch,  subsequently  approved  by  the 
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Governor,  which  showed  a  crown  design  with  the  inscrip¬ 
tion,  in  part,  GOVERNMENT  OF  BRITISH  COLUMBIA, 
a  substitution  for  the  earlier-proposed  BRITISH  COLUM¬ 
BIA  MINT. 

Claudet  left  for  San  Francisco  on  November  20,  1861, 
seeking  to  purchase  the  necessary  coining  apparatus.  On  the 
same  day  Governor  Douglas  wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Newcas¬ 
tle  concerning  the  coinage  question,  a  commentary  which 
here  is  excerpted  in  part: 

"As  a  safer  remedy  [than  the  issuance  of  paper  money] 
and  one  more  suitable  to  the  actual  circumstances  of  the  col¬ 
onies,  I  propose  to  take  immediate  steps  for  the  manufac¬ 
ture  of  gold  pieces,  equal  in  value  to  the  10  and  20  dollar 
American  coins,  and  to  bring  them  into  general  use  as  a  cir¬ 
culating  medium  in  both  colonies. 

"This  plan  does  not  contemplate  refining  the  gold,  as  the 
expense  would  be  greatly  increased  by  that  process;  it  is 
merely  proposes  to  bring  it  to  a  uniform  standard  of  fineness, 
without  separating  the  natural  alloy  of  silver  which  to  some 
extent  exists  in  all  the  gold  of  British  Columbia.  [Ed.  note: 
California  gold  coins  likewise  were  made  with  a  quantity 
of  silver,  as  it  was  not  profitable  to  separate  the  metals.] 

"The  pieces  will  be  prepared  at  the  Government  Assay 
Office  and  will  bear  the  stamp  of  unquestionable 
character...  It  appears  to  Mr.  Davidson,  a  gentleman  of 
large  business  experience,  an  agent  for  the  Rothschilds  at 
San  Francisco,  that  the  average  fineness  of  California  gold 
in  its  natural  state  ranges  between  880  and  885,  that  is  to 
say,  in  valuing  the  samples  brought  to  him  for  sale,  his 
calculations  have  always  been  based  on  those  figures  and 
have  never  proved  defective.  This  shows  that  some  simple 
process  for  roughly  determining  the  value  of  Fraser  River 
gold  may  also  be  arrived  at...  All  the  machinery  required 
for  this  purpose  may  be  procured  in  San  Francisco  for  the 
moderate  sum  of  500  pounds  sterling,  and  without  material¬ 
ly  adding  to  the  expense  of  the  present  Assay  Office.  Mr. 
Claudet  thinks  it  will  be  in  his  power  to  manufacture  all  the 
pieces  wanted  for  the  circulation  of  the  country..." 

The  need  for  circulating  coinage  in  British  Columbia  was 
reflected  by  an  article  in  Alta  California  under  the  date  of 
November  29,  1861,  here  quoted  in  part: 

"Victoria  is  full  of  miners...  The  fact  is  that  the  miners 
have  brought  down  so  much  gold  that  there  is  not  anything 
like  sufficient  coin  to  purchase  it.  This  is  a  cause  of  general 
complaint.  The  next  thing  is  that  gold  bars  cannot  be 
changed  into  coin  excepting  in  a  discount  varying  from 
2y2  %  to  4% .  Of  course,  this  arises  from  having  to  import 
coin  and  export  the  bars,  which  cost  in  insurance  and  freight 
4%  at  least.  Rather  than  suffer  such  a  loss,  the  miners  will 
take  themselves  and  bars  to  San  Francisco,  and  thus  Vic¬ 
toria  and  Vancouver  Island  lose  the  greater  part  of  the 
benefit  expected...  From  these  causes  the  Pacific  [steamship] 
will  receive,  it  is  expected,  not  less  than  300  passengers, 
perhaps  more,  with  their  piles,  and  thus  San  Francisco  reaps 
the  benefit  of  these  mines  she  has  been  so  apt  to  decry... 

"I  told  you  before  of  the  question  of  the  establishment 
of  a  mint  having  been  discussed  in  the  Assembly.  Since  that 


time,  however,  the  loss  to  the  country  by  the  deficiency  of 
coin  and  of  manifold  injuries  resulting  therefrom  has  forced 
the  attention  of  the  community  to  the  subject  and  various  : 
schemes  of  no  value  have  been  promulgated  to  meet  the  sud-  I 
den  emergency.  The  Governor  has  taken  the  matter  up  and 
called  a  meeting  of  the  merchants  about  the  affair.  He  has 
a  scheme  of  taking  varieties  of  dust  of  different  fineness,  and 
melting  them  together  so  as  to  produce  a  standard  fineness, 
and,  having  obtained  that,  to  coin  20, 10,  and  5  dollar  pieces 
which  shall  be  in  gold  intrinsically  worth  the  sum  mentioned 
and  shall  equal  those  of  the  United  States...  The  long  and 
short  of  the  matter  is  that  before  long  British  Columbia  will 
possess  a  mint." 

During  Claudet's  sojourn  to  San  Francisco  to  acquire 
machinery,  the  newspapers  of  New  Westminster  and  Vic¬ 
toria  battled  back  and  forth  concerning  the  proposed  mint  i 
location,  each  calling  the  other's  proposal  absurd.  Mean-  i 
while,  Claudet  reported  success  in  San  Francisco,  having  i 
paid  $5,085  for  machinery  consisting  of  a  screw  press,  roll-  i 
ing  mill,  cutting  press,  milling  bench,  draw  bench,  and 
various  accompanying  devices.  The  press  apparently  was 
one  earlier  used  by  Wass,  Molitor  &  Company  to  produce 
coins  in  San  Francisco  from  1852  through  1855.  Claudet 
noted  in  his  diary  that  the  press  was  capable  of  turning  out 
about  20  coins  per  minute,  according  to  Molitor,  One  man 
was  employed  to  feed  blanks  into  the  press,  while  two  others 
operated  the  weighted  lever. 

Concerning  the  dies,  Reid  wrote  that  they  were  ordered 
from  Mr.  Wagner,  of  Vanderslice's  Silver  Manufactory  and 
were  to  be  ready  within  six  weeks  after  December  10,  1861, 
"They  were  to  consist  of  the  mother  dies,  or  matrices,  as 
they  are  called,  for  $20  and  $10  pieces,  the  punches  (the  dies 
used  for  the  actual  minting  of  the  coin)  for  same,  both 
without  the  date,  and  dies  with  date  added.  The  whole  to 
be  under  $300." 

In  early  1862  the  machinery  arrived  in  British  Columbia 
and  was  escorted  to  the  designated  location,  which  was  New 
Westminster,  by  the  Forward,  a  gunboat.  Citizens  of  the 
town  looked  forward  to  the  mint  being  in  operation  by  May 
1. 

Treasurer  Cosset,  imbued  with  enthusiasm,  set  about  get¬ 
ting  the  mint  into  operation.  However,  much  to  his  chagrin. 
Governor  Douglas  would  not  authorize  funds  for  this  pur¬ 
pose  and,  to  the  contrary,  advised  Cosset  to  grease  and  oil 
the  machinery  and  put  it  in  storage  for  possible  future  usel 

Vigorous  protests  were  made,  and  Douglas  yielded  to  the 
extent  of  allowing  a  small  surplus  from  the  earlier  mint  ex¬ 
penditure  to  be  used  to  complete  the  setup.  However,  the 
governor  "did  not  intend  to  commence  any  coining  opera¬ 
tions  before  later  in  the  season,  when  the  gold  commences 
to  arrive  from  the  upper  country." 

Within  a  short  time  Cosset  had  everything  set  up  and 
ready  to  go.  He  requested  that  the  governor  give  him  the 
title  of  "Deputy  Master  of  the  Mint,"  but  the  governor,  still 
recalcitrant,  stated  in  no  uncertain  terms  that  he  did  not 
want  to  alter  the  designation  of  the  Government  Assay 
Office. 
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Gosset  wrote  a  letter  in  reply,  in  which  he  referred  to  an 
earlier  interview  he  had  with  Sir  E.B.  Lytton,  of  London, 
during  which  the  latter  had  stated,  subsequently  verified  by 
correspondence,  that  "You  will  further  be  required  to  under¬ 
take  the  duties  of  Deputy  Master  of  the  Mint  in  case  of  the 
establishment  at  any  future  period  of  a  mint  there."  He  fur¬ 
ther  pointed  out  to  Douglas  that  under  the  governor's  earlier 
instructions  he  had  arranged  for  the  acquisition  of  machinery 
necessary  for  the  mint,  but  not  necessary  for  the  Govern¬ 
ment  Assay  Office.  Governor  Douglas  was  unimpressed, 
and  the  matter  stood  as  before. 

Reid  related  that  the  dies  for  the  coinage  were  forwarded 
to  Governor  Douglas  by  the  British  Consul  at  San  Francisco 
on  April  18, 1862,  and  were  received  and  acknowledged  on 
the  23rd.  On  the  27th  of  the  same  month  they  were  forward¬ 
ed  from  Victoria  to  Captain  Gosset  by  the  steamer  Enter¬ 
prise  and  reached  New  Westminster  on  the  28th.  "The  test 
coins  in  silver  usually  sent  by  the  engraver  with  the  dies  did 
not  accompany  them.  Gosset  wrote  for  them,  and  was  in¬ 
formed  by  the  colonial  secretary  that  the  governor  had  taken 
them  to  New  Westminster  with  him.  Not  receiving  them  he 
wrote  again,  and  found  that,  instead  of  taking  them  to 
Gosset,  the  governor  had  forwarded  them  to  England  for 
the  information  of  the  home  authorities." 

Gosset  sought  to  acquire  copies  of  the  correspondence  bet¬ 
ween  the  governor  and  England,  but,  in  effect,  was  told  to 
mind  his  own  business  on  the  subject.  The  establishment 
of  the  mint,  or,  rather,  the  lack  of  establishment,  furnished 
fodder  for  newspaper  articles  which  embarrassed  several 
public  officials.  Gosset  persisted  in  his  efforts,  each  time 
receiving  reproof  from  the  governor.  Even  the  subject  of  the 
mint  location,  presumed  a  dormant  issue,  was  revived. 

During  1862,  when  the  mint  was  ready  for  operation,  "a 
few  pieces  were  struck  off,"  according  to  Reid's  book.  The 
editor  of  the  Columbian  newspaper  at  New  Westminster 
later  wrote  to  R.W.  McLachlan,  a  noted  Canadian 
numismatist: 

"I  well  remember  meeting  [Gosset]  after  he  had  achieved 
his  object  [of  getting  the  mint  ready  for  operation].  He  had 
the  coins  in  his  hands,  jingling  and  admiring  them,  as  a  child 
would  a  new  and  attractive  toy." 

It  was  related  that  Gosset  forwarded  a  trial  striking  of  the 
$10  gold  piece  to  Governor  Douglas  on  June  26,  1862,  as 
a  sample,  but  received  little  thanks: 

"His  Excellency  will  retain  the  piece  in  question,  and  I  am, 
therefore,  to  request  you  will  bring  the  value  of  same  to  ac¬ 
count  accordingly  [make  appropriate  notation  of  it  in  the 
financial  accounts]. 

"With  reference  to  the  remark  that  you  have  purposely 
defaced  it  to  prevent  its  being  accidentally  circulated.  His 
Excellency  presumes  this  is  the  only  specimen  that  is  left  in 
your  hands,  as  no  authority  has  been  issued  to  you  to  com¬ 
mence  the  manufacture  of  the  gold  pieces." 

Reid  observed:  "Gosset,  however,  did  not  strictly  comp¬ 
ly  with  the  governor's  orders.  Some  of  the  residents  of  New 
Westminster  had  obtained  specimens  of  the  coins  made  from 


gold  supplied  by  them.  Four  gold  coins  were  forwarded  to 
the  governor  on  July  2,  presumably  in  consequence  of  his 
letter  of  July  30,  with  the  request  that  be  forwarded  to  the 
International  Exhibition  at  London,  which  was  to  be  held 
that  year.  In  reply  the  governor  reiterated  his  orders  to  strike 
no  more..." 

The  Governor's  directions  again  took  note  that  the 
machinery  was  in  working  order  and  reaffirmed  instructions 
"not  to  stamp  any  more  pieces  without  specific  orders,  and 
to  take  care  that  none  of  the  pieces  which  may  have  been 
already  stamped  as  specimens  leave  your  hands." 

Reid  went  on  to  say:  "Specimen  coins,  however,  had  been 
struck  off  as  above  mentioned,  and  were  exhibited  to 
visitors,  who  were  delighted  with  them,  and  the  people  of 
New  Westminster  hoped  soon  to  realize  the  practical  benefits 
of  the  institution  in  the  issue  and  circulation  of  the  coin." 

Subsequently  Douglas  informed  Gosset  that  he  had  no 
objection  to  a  pair  of  specimens  being  framed  and  preserved 
in  the  Assay  Office  Department,  but  that  none  should  leave 
Gosset's  hands  until  pieces  are  put  in  general  circulation. 
Governor  Douglas  considered  it  to  be  desirable  to  exhibit 
100  pounds  sterling  value  of  $10  and  $20  Assay  Office  gold 
■pieces  at  the  International  Exhibition  and  instructed  that 
pieces  be  made  for  this  purpose.  Reid  related: 

"Gosset  coined  18  $10  pieces  and  10  $20  pieces,  valued 
at  76  pounds  sterling,  and  forwarded  them  to  Victoria, 
whence  they  were  sent  to  London  via  San  Francisco,  with 
instructions  that  they  should  be  exhibited  as  suggested,  and 
that  after  the  the  exhibition  was  over  they  should  be  sold 
as  bullion  and  the  proceeds  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  col¬ 
ony.  That  these  instructions  were  carried  out  is  evident  from 
the  fact  that  so  few  of  these  coins  are  now  in  existence." 

Apparently  the  governor  learned  that  Gosset  cared  little 
for  his  instructions  or  caution  that  no  pieces  be  allowed  to 
pass  into  the  hands  of  others,  so  the  official  instructed  Gosset 
to  furnish  a  statement  of  the  disposition  of  the  $10  and  $20 
pieces  minted.  Apparently  no  such  report  was  ever  made. 
Gosset  left  New  Westminster  toward  the  end  of  the  year. 
Agitation  for  coinage  continued,  and  several  newspaper  ar¬ 
ticles  on  the  subject  appeared  in  the  following  months,  but 
nothing  further  came  of  the  project. 

In  1866  Vancouver  Island  and  British  Columbia  joined 
under  the  British  Columbia  name.  Five  years  later  the  col¬ 
ony  became  part  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  In  1872  a 
Canadian  official  visited  the  inactive  mint  facilities  and  made 
a  report,  noting  that  he  had  observed  two  $10  and  two  $20 
pieces  and  that  the  coining  machinery  was  preserved  and 
was  in  good  order.  Later  in  the  decade  the  various  apparatus 
was  dispersed,  having  never  been  used  for  quantity  coinage 
production  in  British  Columbia.  Later  a  pair  of  dies,  without 
the  date  and  not  the  dies  used  for  coinage,  came  to  light 
in  a  tin  box.  Reid  reported  that  "the  obverse  die  of  each  coin 
had  been  mutilated  as  if  someone  had  taken  a  hammer  and 
broken  off  the  edge  around  the  engraved  part." 

The  same  writer  gave  a  description  of  the  pieces, 
delineating  the  designs  and  inscriptions  and  noting,  in  part: 
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"It  is  needless  to  say  that  these  coins  are  extremely  rare 
and  command  large  prices  when  obtainable."  The  account, 
printed  in  1926,  continued:  "at  the  famous  Murdoch  sale 
in  London  in  1903  the  $20  piece  brought  116  pounds.  In  1911 
at  Sotheby's  in  London  Gosset's  $20  pieces  brought  210 
pounds;  in  the  same  year  a  silver  trial  piece  brought  151 
pounds.  The  $10  piece  shoula  bring  as  much  or  more,  for 
it  is  rarer  than  the  $20.  We  have  no  record  to  show  how 
many  of  these  coins  were  struck.  Any  statement  that  may 
have  existed  in  the  government  files  or  elsewhere  has  been 
lost.  Major  Ernest  A.G.  Gosset,  son  of  Captain  Gosset, 
writing  to  a  collector  in  London  in  1912,  said  his  father  had 
told  him  that  only  20  were  minted,  and  this  is  probably  cor¬ 
rect  as  to  those  struck  from  government  gold,  but  may  not 
include  a  few  struck  from  gold  supplied  by  local  residents. 
In  a  letter  written  to  an  officer  of  the  Canadian  Bank  of 
Commerce  in  1906  by  the  deputy  minister  of  finance  at  that 
time,  it  is  stated  that  an  old  record  of  them  had  existed  in 
a  book  kept  at  the  Treasury  containing  the  details  of  cash 
balances.  The  item  was  entered  as  'unissuable  gold  coin,' 
and  according  to  the  writer's  recollection  this  balance  was 
$140,  which  he  took  to  represent  four  $20  coins  and  six  $10 
pieces.  This  book  had  been  lost  and  could  not  be 
found...  This,  of  course,  would  be  exclusive  of  those  ex¬ 
hibited  at  the  International  Exhibition  at  London  in  1862. 
Those  that  were  in  the  Treasury  were  allowed  to  be  pur¬ 
chased  by  the  officials  from  time  to  time.  So  far  as  can  be 
ascertained  at  the  present  time  [1926],  the  only  ones  known 
are  owned  as  follows: 

The  British  Museum,  $20,  $10 

Collection  of  the  late  Col.  H.  Leslie  Ellis,  $20,  $10 

Provincial  Archives,  Victoria,  $20 

Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce,  Toronto,  $20 

L.  Norris,  $20 

A  collector  in  Europe,  $20,  $10 

A  specimen  in  London,  $20 

Mrs.  Martha  Smythe,  $10 

Mrs.  John  Robson,  $10 

Mr.  Waldo  Newcomer,  Baltimore,  $20,  $10 

Mr.  Virgil  M.  Brand,  Chicago,  $20,  $10 

lEd.  note:  The  above  listing  contains  a  duplication  of  one 
set,  that  being  the  Col.  H.  Leslie  Ellis  and  Virgil  M.  Brand 
sets  which  is  a  single  set.] 

"Mr.  Justice  Drake,  of  Victoria,  British  Columbia  which 
he  wore  as  a  pendant  on  his  watch  chain  until  his  death. 
Afterwards  his  son  wore  it  until  he  had  the  misfortune  to 
lose  it  some  years  ago. 

"The  two  coins  in  the  British  Museum  were  presented  to 
that  institution  in  1864  by  Governor  Frederick  Seymour, 
successor  to  Governor  Douglas.  The  specimens  in  the  col¬ 
lection  of  Col.  H.  Leslie  Ellis  were  those  sold  in  the  Mur¬ 
doch  sale  in  1903.  The  $10  is  probably  that  which  belonged 
to  Garesche,  Green  &  Co.,  formerly  private  bankers  in  Vic¬ 
toria,  as  they  sold  one  to  Spink  &  Son,  from  whom  the  late 
Mr.  Murdoch  purchased  his  $10. 

"The  $20  belonging  to  the  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce 
was  purchased  from  Mr.  C.G.  Major,  of  New  Westminster, 


B.C.,  who  was  living  in  that  city  in  1862  and  well  remembers 
the  occurences  herein  related.  While  in  his  possession  the 
coin  was  weighed  by  Mr.  Edward  Riggs,  of  the  Royal  Mint, 
and  found  to  weigh  1.14  ounces  troy.  The  intrinsic  value 
being  about  $24.  Mr.  Norris's  coin  originally  belonged  to 
Hon.  George  B.  Martin,  who  was  elected  to  the  Legislative 
Assembly  in  1882,  became  the  Chief  Commissioner  of  Land 
and  Works  in  1894.  From  him  it  passed  to  Mr.  James 
Tunstall,  of  Vernon,  B.C.,  who  sold  it  to  the  present  owner. 

"The  $20  piece  owned  by  the  European  collector  was  sold 
to  him  by  Mr.  A.H.  Baldwin,  numismatist,  of  London.  This 
was  the  coin  which  had  belonged  to  Col.  Gosset  and  was 
sold  at  Sotheby's  in  1911.  The  name  of  the  owner  of  the 
remaining  $20  has  not  been  made  public,  but  its  existence 
was  vouched  for  by  Mr.  Baldwin  to  Mr.  Victor  Ross,  the 
author  of  the  History  of  the  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce, 
in  1920.  The  $10  owned  by  Mrs.  John  Robson  was  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  her  late  husband,  premier  of  British  Columbia,  1889 
to  1892,  and  in  1862  the  editor  and  publisher  of  the  British 
Columbian  newspaper  at  New  Westminster.  Mrs.  Smythe 
is  the  widow  of  the  late  premier  of  the  province,  1883  to 
1887. 

"Besides  the  gold  pieces  there  were  a  number  of  silver  trial 
pieces  struck  from  the  dies.  Those  sent  up  with  the  dies  from 
San  Francisco  were  taken  possession  of  by  Douglas,  much 
to  Gosset's  disgust,  and  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  colonies  in  1862. 

"Another  set  is  in  the  possession  of  Fred  C.  Claudet,  of 
Vancouver  Island,  son  of  F.G.  Claudet.  A  third  set  was  held 
for  sale  in  1920  by  Spink  &  Son  of  London.  The  $10  of  this 
set  came  to  Spink  &  Son  from  Paris,  where  it  had  been  in 
a  private  collection  for  nearly  50  years.  The  $20  is  reported 
to  have  come  from  the  possession  of  Captain  Gosset 
originally.  It  next  turned  up  in  the  hands  of  a  Miss  Millard, 
a  collector  of  curios  at  Teddington,  by  whom  it  was  sold 
to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Simonet.  From  him  it  passed  to  Spink 
&  Son. 

"A  $10  belongs  to  Mr.  A.H.  Baldwin  himself,  bought  by 
him  from  a  daughter  of  the  engraver,  Kuner,  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  Mr.  W.W.C.  Wilson,  of  Montreal,  has  another,  Mr. 
Virgil  M.  Brand,  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  a  prominent  United 
States  collector,  has  a  set  which  has  been  gilded.  A  set  which 
until  lately  was  in  the  hands  of  his  daughter.  Miss  Kuner, 
in  San  Francisco  was  transferred  by  her  in  1924  to  Max 
Mehl,  the  well-known  numismatist  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 
These  are  all  the  silver  Proofs,  the  existence  of  which  has 
been  ascertainable  up  to  the  present  time  [1926]. 

"Some  years  ago  Mr.  J.E.  Miller,  formerly  of  Vancouver, 
but  now  of  Victoria,  B.C.,  persuaded  Mr.  C.G.  Major  to 
allow  his  $20  to  be  sent  to  the  Museum  at  Ottawa  for  in¬ 
spection.  While  there  a  number  of  bronze  replicas  were 
made,  one  of  which  is  in  Mr.  Miller's  possession." 

In  his  book.  Private  Gold  Coinage  of  California 
1849-1855,  reprinted  from  a  series  of  articles  in  the  American 
Journal  of  Numismatics,  Edgar  H.  Adams  gave  the  follow¬ 
ing  biography  of  George  Ferdinand  Albrecht  Kuner, 
engraver  of  the  British  Columbia  $10  and  $20  dies: 
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"It  is  appropriate...  that  mention  should  be  made  to  the 
engraver  who  designed  and  cut  the  dies  for  a  majority  of 
the  private  mints  which  did  business  in  California  from  1849 
up  to  and  including  1855,  the  last  year  of  such  issues. 

"George  Ferdinand  Albrecht  Kuner,  more  familiarly 
known  as  Albert  Kuner,  for  he  dropped  the  first  two  names 
upon  his  arrival  in  San  Francisco,— was  born  at  Lindau, 
Bavaria,  October  9,  1819,  learning  there  the  business  of  a 
gold  and  silversmith.  When  he  first  came  to  the  United 
States,  in  the  latter  part  of  1848,  he  intended  to  follow  the 
occupation  of  cameo  cutting,  in  which  he  was  particularly 
skillful;  but,  like  many  others,  he  was  attracted  to  Califor¬ 
nia  by  the  marvelous  gold  discoveries,  and  arrived  in  San 
Francisco  July  16,  1849. 

"There  being  a  great  need  for  a  die-cutter  and  seal 
engraver,  Mr.  Kuner  entered  the  employ  of  Moffat  &  Co., 
who  were  then  smelting  and  assaying  gold,  and  engraved 
the  dies  for  the  first  Ten  Dollar  piece  of  private  manufac¬ 
ture  to  be  issued  on  the  coast,  which  bore  the  stamp  of  Mof¬ 
fat  &  Co.  Among  other  dies  he  cut  those  for  the  seal  of 
California,  all  the  medals  awarded  by  the  Mechanics'  In¬ 
stitute,  and  hundreds  of  others  issued  along  the  Pacific  Coast 
for  various  purposes  from  1849  until  within  a  few  years  of 
his  death. 

"He  started  in  business  for  himself  in  October  1849,  on 
Clay  Street,  next  moving  to  Kearny,  between  Jackson  and 
Pacific;  but,  being  burned  out  in  May  1850,  he  returned  to 
Clay  Street.  He  was  again  burned  out  in  May  1851,  and  then 
went  to  Dr.  Mitthall's  building,  on  Montgomery,  near 
California.  In  1852  he  moved  to  Washington  Street,  using 
a  part  of  Braverman  &  Leavy's  store,  where  he  remained 
fifteen  years.  He  then  removed  to  the  building  occupied  by 
Wores,  the  hatter,  where  he  continued  seventeen  years.  In 
1884  he  moved  to  704  Montgomery  Street,  where  he  remain¬ 
ed  until  1891. 

"He  was  painstaking  and  methodical  and  had  a  carefully 
prepared  record  of  each  specimen  of  his  handicraft — 
impressions  in  wax,  dies,  etc.,  nearly  all  of  which,  with  his 
papers  were  destroyed  in  the  great  fire  when  his  residence 
at  the  corner  of  Golden  Gate  Avenue  and  Gough  Street  was 
burned.  However,  a  record  of  many  of  the  coins  for  which 
he  cut  the  dies  remains  in  his  personal  copy  of  the  book 
issued  by  Eckfeldt  &  Dubois  in  1851.  He  made  a  memoran¬ 
dum  in  his  own  handwriting  over  each  illustration  of  the 
various  California  coins  engraved  by  him.  Guided  by  these 
notes  we  find  that  he  made  the  dies  of  the  N.G.  &  N.  Five 
Dollar  piece,  the  Five  and  Ten  Dollars  of  Moffat  &  Co., 
dated  1849  and  1850;  the  Schultz  &  Co.  Five  Dollars  of  1851; 
the  Dunbar  &  Co.  Five  Dollars  dated  1851;  the  Baldwin  Five, 
Ten,  and  Twenty  Dollars  of  1850  and  1851;  and  the  Fifty 
Dollar  octagonal,  with  the  denomination  reading,  'Fifty 
Dolls.'  and  the  name  on  the  obverse  around  the  border. 

"The  illustrations  of  the  Miner's  Bank  Ten  Dollars,  the 
Pacific  Company  Five  and  Ten,  the  Massachusetts  and 
California  Five,  the  Templeton  Reid  Ten  and  Twenty-five, 
the  Cincinnati  Mining  and  Trading  Company  Five  and  ten. 


the  'J.S.O.'  Ten,  and  the  Dubosq  &  Co.  Five  and  Ten  Dollar 
coins  were  not  marked,  and  therefore  were  not  his  work. 

"He  also  engraved  the  dies  for  all  of  the  coins  issued  by 
Wass,  Molitor  &  Co.,  as  well  as  those  for  the  Deseret  Assay 
Office  Five  Dollar  piece  of  Utah,  dated  1860.  Robert 
Schaezlein,  his  close  feiend,  says  that  after  Mr.  Kuner  re¬ 
ceived  the  commission  to  cut  the  dies  for  this  Mormon  piece 
he  showed  him  the  first  impression,  struck  before  the  date 
and  inscription  had  been  added.  This  was  the  identical  gold 
pattern  piece,  presented  to  Brigham  Young,  which  is  said 
to  have  hung  on  the  watch  chain  of  the  Morman  leader  as 
a  charm.  Upon  Mr.  Young's  death  the  watch,  chain  and  pat¬ 
tern  piece  were  sold  for  $300  and  are  said  to  be  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  Mormon  Church  at  St.  Lake  City.  We  learn 
that  this  pattern  was  the  one  that  showed  mountains  back 
of  the  reclining  lion,  and  which  were  omitted  from  the 
regular  Deseret  Assay  Office  Five  Dollar  piece  issued  for 
circulation. 

"He  was  paid  $600  for  the  die  for  the  first  State  seal  of 
California,  and  in  1883,  when  it  became  necessary  to  renew 
it,  journeyed  to  Sacramento  and  engraved  the  new  seal,  for 
which  he  received  $300.  He  stated  to  Mr.  Schaezlein  that 
he  received  as  much  as  $500  for  a  pair  of  coin  dies  in  the 
pioneer  days.  A  wax  impression  of  the  first  seal  was  in  his 
possession  for  many  years  but  was  destroyed  in  the  fire  of 
1906.  There  was  a  great  scarcity  of  metal  in  San  Francisco 
in  1849,  and  when  he  received  the  commission  to  engrave 
the  seal  he  found  it  necessary  to  go  around  the  neighborhood 
and  pick  up  scraps  of  metal  from  which  to  make  the  first  die. 

"In  1862,  when  the  Government  of  British  Columbia  con¬ 
templated  an  issue  of  local  gold,  the  order  to  prepare  the 
dies  was  given  to  him  and  he  cut  those  from  which  were 
struck  the  excessively  rare  Ten  and  Twenty  Dollar  pieces, 
dated  1862  and  bearing  the  name  of  'British  Columbia,'  of 
which  but  few  sets  are  now  known  to  be  in  existence.  One 
of  these  is  in  the  British  Museum,  and  another  brought  a 
large  sum  at  the  Montague  sale  some  years  ago. 

"Before  turning  over  the  dies  to  the  Government  of  British 
Columbia,  he  struck  a  few  trial-pieces  in  silver  on  a  coining 
press  which  Lemme  Brothers  had  brought  from  Germany. 
The  existence  of  these  trial-pieces  seems  to  have  been 
unknown  until  recently,  following  the  investigations  of  the 
author  in  California. 

"Mr.  Kuner  painted  in  water  colors,  and  during  his  leisure 
moments  executed  many  exquisite  examples  of  the  engraver's 
art  in  different  materials,  principally  mother-of-pearl,  which 
he  presented  to  his  wife  and  children  from  time  to  time.  All 
of  these  works,  of  which  none  was  ever  made  on  a  com¬ 
mission,  were  of  original  conception  and  of  the  most  delicate 
and  artistic  workmanship,  and  are  still  carefully  preserved 
by  various  members  of  his  family. 

"He  was  a  great  lover  of  animals  and  was  especially 
skillful  in  depicting  them.  An  example  of  the  magic  touch 
of  the  artist  is  shown  by  his  wife  in  the  shape  of  a  napkin 
ring  which  he  carved  from  a  bone  picked  up  at  random.  In 
a  mass  of  the  most  delicate  carving  is  traced  a  continuous 
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scene  of  a  grizzly  bear  hunt  in  the  mountains  by  two  hunters; 
their  start  in  the  morning,  their  fight  with  the  bear,  the  even¬ 
ing  camp,  the  dead  bear  at  one  side,  the  guns  resting  against 
a  tree,  and  the  hunters  rehearsing  the  day's  exploit,  are 
gracefully  given. 

"He  engraved  all  the  seals  for  Wells,  Fargo  &  Co.,  from 
1852,  the  first  year  of  the  firm's  existence,  until  the  day  of 
his  death.  They  always  turned  their  work  over  to  him,  and, 
though  retired  from  all  other  business,  he  took  care  of  this 
one  commission. 

"He  died  on  January  23,  1906,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six 
years,  being  survived  by  a  wife,  three  daughters,  and  one 
son." 


Thus  we  have  set  the  background  for  the  British  Colum¬ 
bia  $10  and  $20  issues,  pieces  which  were  considered  rarities 
from  virtually  the  very  year  of  coinage.  The  reader  is  re¬ 
ferred  to  R.L.  Reid's  The  Assay  Office  and  the  Proposed 
Mint  at  New  Westminster  for  numerous  additional  technical 
details  and  to  Bancroft's  History  of  British  Columbia  for 
general  information  concerning  the  gold  activities  in  that 
region.  Scattered  references  to  the  $10  and  $20  appeared  in 
The  Numismatist  and  other  publications,  but  much  of  the 
information,  including  an  early  article  penned  by  Reid 
himself,  is  erroneous  and  is  supplanted  by  the  1926  Reid 
publication. 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 
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The 

Exceedingly  Rare 

1862  British  Columbia 

$10  Gold 


481  1862  Government  of  British  Columbia  $10  struck  in  gold.  Brilliant 
Proof-60.  A  glittering,  beautiful  Brilliant  Proof  example  of  this  ex¬ 
ceedingly  rare  piece.  While  the  number  of  pieces  known  cannot  be 
ascertained,  it  is  believed  that  fewer  than  a  half  dozen  examples  can 
be  accounted  for  today.  It  has  been  many  decades  since  an  example 
has  appeared  for  auction  competition  to  our  knowledge,  the  last  ac¬ 
cording  to  our  research  being  the  examples  of  the  $10  and  $20  in  gold 
offered  by  Macallister  and  Raymond  in  the  Waldo  C.  Newcomer  sale 
in  1935.  The  present  coin  was  one  of  Virgil  Brand's  favorites,  and 
he  was  fond  of  exhibiting  it  from  time  to  time.  For  the  collector  of 
North  American  coins  or  the  specialist  in  Canadian  issues,  this 
represents  the  "rarest  of  the  rare,"  a  piece  which  in  its  own  time  was 
designated  as  being  rarer  than  the  related  $20  issue  (which  in  itself 
is  a  fantastic  rarity).  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Virgil  had  two  of 
the  $20  pieces  in  gold,  but  only  one  of  the  tens. 

If  the  term  "once  in  a  lifetime  opportunity"  is  appropriate  in  the 
present  catalogue,  it  certainly  could  be  used  here.  One  of  the  foremost 
prizes  in  Virgil  Brand's  original  holdings — the  time  when  he  possessed 
over  350,000  specimens  of  various  issues.  Fortunately  it  has  remained 
in  the  Brand  family  until  the  present  day,  otherwise  it  would  simply 
be  another  legendary  rarity  sold  years  ago.  Whatever  price  it  sells 
for,  the  realization  will  be  an  excellent  value  for  the  purchaser,  for 
the  morning  after  the  sale  a  bid  of  three  times  the  amount  would  prob¬ 
ably  not  secure  a  duplicate. 


For  the  record  a  description  of  the  design  is  in  order:  The  obverse 
consists  of  an  imperial  crown,  finely  executed,  with  the  inscription 
GOVERNMENT  OF  BRITISH  COLUMBIA  surrounding.  At  the  bot¬ 
tom  a  five-leaved  flower  serves  as  a  stop  to  punctuate  the  inscrip¬ 
tion.  Around  the  inner  border  is  a  row  of  closely  spaced  dots  serving 
as  denticles.  The  edge  is  reeded.  The  reverse  consists  of  an  oak  wreath 
executed  in  minute  and  lavish  detail,  enclosing  the  three-line  inscrip¬ 
tion:  10  DOLLARS  1862.  The  inscription  KUNER,  with  an  umlaut 
over  the  U,  is  below  the  wreath  ribbon  and  is  followed  by  the  letter 
F  (for  "fecit,"  or  "made  it"  in  Latin). 

Purchased  privately  from  Spink  &  Son  in  August  1919  for  $1,000 
(at  the  same  time  a  $20  gold  was  acquired  separately  from  the  same 
source).  Earlier  in  the  collection  of  Col.  H.  Leslie  Ellis,  who  obtained 
it  in  the  Murdoch  sale  in  1903.  Reid  relates  that  "The  $10  is  probably 
that  which  belonged  to  Caresche,  Green  &  Company,  formerly  private 
bankers  in  Victoria,  as  they  sold  one  to  Spink  &  Son  from  whom 
the  late  Mr.  Murdoch  purchased  his  $10. "  Entered  as  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  92,927.  Adding  the  pedigree  of  Arm  in  W.  Brand  and 
his  daughter  Jane  Brand  Allen,  the  provenance  of  this  piece  can  be 
traced  to  its  very  time  of  issue  when,  presumably,  it  was  obtained 
by  Caresche,  Green  &  Company. 
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1862  British  Columbia  $10  in  Silver 


482  1862  Government  of  British  Columbia  $10  struck  in  silver,  lightly  gilt 
decades  ago.  Proof-63,  Matte-like  finish.  The  piece  now  displays  a 
matte-like  brownish  surface  as  a  result  of  the  amalgamation  of  the 
light  coating  of  gold  with  the  silver  molecules.  Weight:  175.2  grains, 
indicating  silver  with  a  high  fineness.  This  piece  is  one  of  a  pair  of 
silver  patterns  (see  also  the  following  lot)  mentioned  as  being  owned 
by  Virgil  Brand  in  R.L.  Reid's  The  Assay  Office  and  Proposed  Mint 
at  New  Westminster  previously  quoted. 

Like  the  gold  $10  striking  offered  in  the  preceding  lot,  the  $10  striking 
is  of  extreme  rarity.  Reid's  account,  quoted  earlier,  observes  that  such 
issues  were  trial  pieces  made  in  the  year  indicated. 

Obtained  by  private  treaty  from  A.C.  Nygren,  the  well-known  col¬ 
lector  of  territorial  gold  coins,  in  May  1913  for  $850.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  66,944.  At  the  same  time  a  silver  $20  was  also  acquired 
(see  following  lot). 


Exceedingly  Rare  1862  British  Columbia  Silver  $20 


483  1862  Government  of  British  Columbia  $20  struck  in  silver,  gilt. 
Proof-63,  Matte-like  finish.  With  a  surface  comparable  to  the 
preceding,  the  coin  has  a  "matte"  appearance  as  a  result  of  the 
amalgamation  of  the  light  coating  of  gold  with  the  silver  surface,  giving 
it  a  silver-brown  hue.  Like  the  preceding,  the  silver  $20  is  exceeding¬ 
ly  rare.  Weighing  371.8  grains,  the  piece  is  made  of  silver  of  a  high 
degree  of  fineness. 

The  design  of  the  $20  closely  resembles  that  of  the  $10  described 
earlier.  The  obverse  features  a  finely-executed  imperial  crown  sur¬ 
rounded  by  the  inscription  GOVERNMENT  OF  BRITISH  COLUM¬ 
BIA,  with  a  flower  (in  this  instance  six-petaled)  as  a  stop  at  the  bot¬ 
tom.  The  inner  borders  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  consist  of  finely 
spaced  beads  or  dots  as  denticles.  The  edge  is  reeded.  The  reverse, 
following  the  $10  design,  consists  of  an  exquisitely  engraved  oak 
wreath  enclosing  in  the  present  instance  the  inscription  20  DOLLARS 
1862  in  three  lines.  Below  the  wreath  ribbon  is  the  inscription  KUNER 
F. 

Obtained  by  private  treaty  from  A.C.  Nygren  in  May  1913  for  $850, 
the  same  sum  tendered  for  a  $10  in  the  same  transaction  (see  preceding 
lot).  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  66,945. 
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Coins  of  the  World 


The  following  world  coins  comprise  a  number  of  in¬ 
teresting  issues.  The  Philippine  Proof  sets  were  favorites  of 
Virgil  Brand,  and  when  they  were  issued  he  ordered 
numerous  examples  from  the  War  Department  (which 
distributed  these)  and  resold  them  at  his  cost  to  Chicago 
Numismatic  Society  Club  members  and  others.  Then  are  to 
be  found  a  few  Hawaiian  and  Mexican  pieces  of  casual  in¬ 
terest,  followed  by  a  spectacular  offering,  spread  over 
several  lots,  of  57  glittering  specimens  of  the  1915  Cuban 
gold  peso,  a  coin  of  which  just  6,850  were  minted.  These 
particular  pieces  were  acquired  directly  from  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  by  Virgil  Brand  and  have  remained  with 
the  Brand  coins  ever  since.  Mathematicians  among  our 
readers  may  be  interested  in  knowing  that  the  pieces  in  the 
Jane  Brand  Allen  estate  represent  2.686131386%  of  the 
original  mintage  of  6,850  pieces. 

484  1903  Philippine  Islands  Proof  set.  Original  Proof  of  seven  pieces,  in¬ 
cluding  the  half  centavo,  one  centavo,  five  centavos,  ten  centavos, 
twenty  centavos,  and  peso;  the  first  two  denominations  being  bronze, 
the  five  centavos  being  nickel,  and  the  four  larger  denominations  be¬ 
ing  silver.  Gem  Proof-67  with  attractive  mottled  toning  on  the  silver 
pieces.  A  cent  which  has  remained  intact  since  the  time  of  issue. 

Only  2,558  Proof  sets  were  struck  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  and 
distribution  was  through  the  War  Department.  Interestingly,  the 
United  States  government  had  remaining  sets  on  hand  until  the  early 
1940s,  during  which  time  the  remaining  supply  was  acquired  by  Wayte 
Raymond. 

A  rare,  popular,  and  desirable  set. 

Obtained  by  Virgil  Brand  at  the  time  of  issue. 

485  1905  Philipine  Islands  Proof  set.  Denominations  as  preceding  and, 
like  the  preceding.  Gem  Proof-67  with  attractive  toning  on  the  silver 
pieces.  Only  471  sets  were  minted.  Struck  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint. 
A  superb  offering  of  a  highly  desired  set. 

Obtained  by  Virgil  Brand  at  the  time  of  issue. 


489  Hawaiian  Coinage.  An  assortment  of  the  silver  issues  of  1883  (struck 
at  the  San  Francisco  Mint  as  a  result  of  the  efforts  of  sugar  baron 
Claus  Spreckels):  1883  dime  Choice  EF-45,  some  toning;  five  1883 
quarters,  VF-30  to  EF-40,  attractively  toned;  five  1883  half  dollars 
mainly  VF-30  to  VF-40  but  with  one  Choice  AU-55.  (Total:  11  pieces.) 

490  Mexico.  1888-Cn.  Culiacan  Mint  in  the  state  of  Sinaloa.  A  scant  min¬ 
tage  of  less  than  3,000  pieces.  One  peso,  gold.  Sharply  struck  AU. 

491  Mexico.  1920  gold  two  pesos.  Group  of  36  pieces.  Average  AU-55 
to  MS-60.  (Total:  36  pieces.) 

An  Important  Offering  of  1915  Cuban  Gold  Pesos 


The  following  group  of  57  examples  of  the  1915  gold 
Cuban  peso  represents  a  portion  of  the  original  holding  of 
184  pieces  kept  intact  by  the  Brand  family  ever  since  the 
time  of  issue.  (The  others  will  be  offered  by  us  in  1984.) 
Although  Cuba  achieved  political  independence  in  1902,  the 
first  national  coinage  awaited  the  year  1915.  As  no  domestic 
facilities  were  available,  the  Philadelphia  Mint  was  utilized 
on  a  contract  basis.  The  National  Economic  Defense  Law 
of  October  29,  1915  provided  for  striking  gold  and  other 
issues.  From  March  1915  through  April  1916  production 
took  place.  Of  the  1915  gold  pesos  6,850  were  struck.  Each 
piece  bears  on  the  obverse  the  portrait  Jose  Marti,  who  in¬ 
spired  the  movement  for  Cuban  independence.  Above  is  the 
inscription  PATRIA  Y  LIBERTAD  followed  by  the  weight, 
fineness,  and  the  date.  The  reverse  displays  the  shield  of  the 
Republic  of  Cuba  with  REPUBLICA  DE  CUBA  above  and 
UN  PESO  below. 

The  condition  of  the  following  pieces  is  superb — virtually 
as  struck,  and  averages  MS-65  to  MS-67,  if  not  finer. 

492  Cuba.  1915  Gold  Peso.  MS-65  to  MS-67. 

493  Cuba.  1915  Gold  Peso.  MS-65  to  MS-67. 


486  1906  Philippine  Islands  Proof  set.  Denominations  as  preceding.  And, 
like  the  preceding.  Gem  Proof-67  with  attractive  toning  on  the  silver 
denominations.  A  tiny  fleck  on  the  one  centavo  pieces  mentioned  for 
accuracy.  Only  500  sets  minted.  Another  superb  offering.  Quality 
such  as  this  is  seldom  encountered  in  today's  marketplace. 

Obtained  by  Virgil  Brand  at  the  time  of  issue. 

487  1908  Philippine  Islands  Proof  Set.  Denominations  as  preceding.  Gem 
Proof-67.  Attractive  toning  on  the  silver  pieces.  One  of  just  500  sets 
minted.  Another  superb  opportunity. 

Obtained  by  Virgil  Brand  at  the  time  of  issue. 

488  Philippine  miscellany.  A  group  of  Philippine  coins  containing  the 
following:  1918-S  ten  centavos,  AU,  irregular  toning;  trio  of 
20-centavo  pieces:  1904-S,  1907-S,  and  1908-S,  average  Extremely 
Fine-40;  pair  of  1907  50-centavo  pieces.  Choice  Extremely  Fine-45; 
and  trio  of  silver  pesos:  1907-S  (AU-50),  1908-S  Choice  (VF-30),  and 
1909-S  (EF-40).  (Total:  9  pieces.) 


494  Cuba.  Group  of  10  1915  pesos  as  above.  (Total:  10  pieces.) 

495  Cuba.  Group  of  10  1915  gold  pesos  as  above.  (Total:  10  pieces.) 

496  Cuba.  Group  of  10  1915  gold  pesos  as  above.  (Total:  10  pieces.) 

497  Cuba.  Group  of  10  1915  gold  pesos  as  above.  (Total:  10  pieces.) 

498  Cuba.  A  final  group  of  15  1915  gold  pesos  as  above.  (Total:  15  pieces.) 

As  noted  in  the  introduction,  Virgil  Brand  obtained  all  of  the 
preceding  1915  Cuban  gold  pesos  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  short¬ 
ly  after  the  time  of  issue. 

499  Cuba.  Pair  of  1916  gold  4-peso  pieces.  One  is  Extremely  Fine-40  with 
a  planchet  defect  near  the  top  rim  and  the  other  is  Choice  VF-30. 
(Total:  2  pieces.) 

500  Cuba.  1916  5-pesos,  gold.  Extremely  Fine-40. 
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California 

Small  Denomination 

Gold 


The  writer  (Q.  David  Bowers)  expresses  appreciation  to  Walter  Breen 
and  Ronald  J.  Cillio  for  permission  to  use  information  from,  and  for  send¬ 
ing  advance  proofs  of  their  new  book,  "California  Pioneer  Fractional  Gold, " 
scheduled  to  be  published  at  $29.50  (Copies  may  be  ordered  from  us 
postpaid  for  this  amount;  with  shipment  to  be  upon  publication,  tentatively 
scheduled  for  autumn).  In  addition.  Jay  Roe  has  contributed  information. 
Cataloguing  of  the  following  coins  is  primarily  the  work  of  Dr.  Richard 
A.  Bagg,  who  heads  our  Research  Department.  Information  concerning 
the  conditions  in  California  during  the  1850s  is  from  the  present  writer's 
books,  "The  History  of  United  States  Coinage  Illustrated  by  the  Gar¬ 
rett  Collection"  (available  from  us  for  $37  postpaid)  and  "Adventures  with 
Rare  Coins"  ($14.95  postpaid).  The  reader  is  encouraged  to  refer  to  these 
references  for  much  additional  background  data. 

Over  the  years  California  small  denomination  gold 
coins — pieces  bearing  the  denominations  25  cents,  50  cents, 
and  $1 — have  attracted  the  attention  of  many  collectors  and 
others.  Although  the  research  done  by  R.H.  Burnie  in  the 
early  1950s  is  sometimes  consulted  today,  until  recently  the 
standard  references  in  the  field  consisted  of  California  Gold 
Dollars,  Half  Dollars,  and  Quarter  Dollars,  by  the  late  Ken¬ 
neth  W.  Lee,  and  the  more  recent  California  Fractional  Gold 
volumes  by  David  and  Susan  Doering.  The  aforemention¬ 
ed  California  Pioneer  Fractional  Gold,  by  Walter  Breen,  with 
the  collaboration  of  Ronald  J.  Gillio,  is  scheduled  to  be 
published  about  the  same  time  this  present  auction  catalogue 
appears  and  will  shed  much  new  light  on  the  series,  including 
detailed  information  concerning  various  engravers,  methods 
of  production,  and  times  of  issue. 

Although  scattered  discoveries  of  gold  took  place  earlier, 
it  was  not  until  January  1848  that  the  stage  was  set  for  what 
was  to  become  known  as  the  Gold  Rush.  At  that  time  the 
precious  metal  was  discovered  at  Sutter's  Mill  on  the 
American  River  at  Coloma,  California.  Although  the  owner 
of  the  property,  John  Sutter,  strived  to  contain  the  news, 
so  as  to  permit  the  orderly  operation  of  his  vast  farming 
and  ranching  acreage,  tales  quickly  spread.  Before  long, 
tradesmen,  laborers,  and  others  from  San  Francisco  and 
neighboring  areas  discontinued  their  activities  and  went  to 
join  the  fortune  seekers.  Sutter's  enterprises,  headquartered 
at  New  Helvetia  (or  Sutter's  Fort,  now  the  site  of  Sacramen¬ 
to),  lapsed  into  disarray  as  his  workmen  left  for  the  banks 
of  the  American  River,  shovels  and  picks  in  hand. 


San  Francisco  real  estate  dropped  in  value  precipitously 
as  there  were  few  people  willing  to  stay  in  the  city.  Some 
places  sold  for  half  the  price  of  a  few  months  earlier.  "Gone 
to  the  diggings,"  or  some  variation  of  this  sentiment,  was 
a  notice  commonly  seen  on  the  doors  of  houses  and  business 
establishments.  Faced  with  the  lack  of  local  subscribers,  two 
San  Francisco  newspapers  expired  by  the  end  of  June  1848. 
In  a  final  editorial  comment,  one  of  the  papers  noted: 

"The  whole  country  from  San  Francisco  to  Los  Angeles 
and  from  the  seashore  to  the  base  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  re¬ 
sounds  to  the  sordid  cry  of  Gold!  Gold!!  Gold!!!  while  the 
field  is  left  half  planted,  the  house  half  built,  and  everything 
neglected  but  the  manufacture  of  shovels  and  pick  axes,  and 
the  means  of  transportation  to  the  spot  where  one  man  ob¬ 
tained  $128  worth  of  the  real  stuff  in  one  day's  washing, 
and  the  average  for  all  concerned  is  $20  per  diem." 

Even  $20  per  day,  which  was  on  the  low  side  of  most 
would-be  miners'  fantasies,  was  quadruple  or  more  the 
average  wage  in  the  area.  The  fever  was  fueled  by  many 
tales,  some  true  and  the  others  expanded  versions  of  or¬ 
dinary  circumstances.  On  the  Yuba  River,  as  gold 
discoveries  spread  far  beyond  the  original  American  River 
site,  five  miners,  working  as  a  group,  found  $75,000  worth 
of  gold  in  three  months.  For  a  group  of  Mormons  a  rich 
gold  deposit  on  a  branch  of  the  American  River  at  a  place 
known  as  Spanish  Bar  yielded  more  than  $1  million  worth 
of  metal.  The  proprietor  of  a  hotel  earned  about  $100  per 
day  digging  in  his  basement!  Later,  at  Carson  Hill  in 
Calaveras  County,  a  nugget  weighing  approximately  150 
pounds,  valued  at  $38,916,  came  to  light,  while  numerous 
lumps  of  gold  weighing  from  a  pound  or  more  to  five  or 
ten  pounds  were  discovered. 

By  1849,  what  had  started  as  a  small  trickle  of  interest, 
which  grew  to  spread  throughout  California,  developed  in¬ 
to  a  torrent.  As  accounts  were  published  in  eastern 
newspapers,  vast  hordes  of  treasure  seekers  set  out  for 
California  by  sea  and  overland.  From  Hawaii,  the  Philip¬ 
pines,  Europe,  South  Africa,  and  other  points  of  the  globe 
thousands  more  came. 
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At  first  the  mixture  of  United  States,  Spanish,  and  other 
coins  in  circulation  in  the  San  Francisco  area  served  the  needs 
of  the  miners,  but  soon  shortages  developed.  The  nearest 
United  States  mint  was  at  New  Orleans,  a  distance  that  in¬ 
volved  the  delay  of  several  months  between  the  initial  com¬ 
munication  and  the  receipt  of  finished  coins.  Philadelphia 
was  even  more  remote.  The  pleas  of  the  San  Francisco  area 
and  other  California  merchants  for  the  United  States  to  open 
a  branch  mint  went  unheeded.  A  stopgap  was  provided 
beginning  in  1851  when  Augustus  Humbert,  official  United 
States  Assayer  of  Gold,  began  producing  $50  slugs.  These 
heavy  and  cumbersome  pieces  joined  other  denominations, 
mostly  ranging  from  $5  to  $20,  which  were  produced  in 
varying  degrees  of  quality  and  fineness  by  private  bankers, 
assayers,  and  others. 

Small-denomination  coins  continued  to  remain  scarce  in 
circulation,  with  the  result  that  bar  bills,  minor  grocery  pur¬ 
chases,  and  other  small  transactions  were  often  conducted 
in  gold  dust,  either  by  weight  on  scales  (which  were  often 
inaccurate)  or  measured  casually  by  the  "pinch." 

It  is  believed  that  the  first  small-denomination  gold  coins 
made  their  appearance  in  1852.  The  Daily  Alta  California, 
issue  of  August  25,  1852,  ran  a  dispatch  picked  up,  curious¬ 
ly,  from  the  distant  New  Orleans  Picayune: 

"We  were  shown  this  morning  a  gold  half  dollar,  Califor¬ 
nia  money,  which  is  so  much  like  the  United  States  gold 
dollar  piece  that  the  best  judges  would  be  completely  de¬ 
ceived  at  a  first  glance.  The  half  dollar  piece  is  lighter  in 
color,  and  somewhat  smaller  in  diameter,  than  the  dollar. 
They  are  of  a  private  issue  and  have  stamped  on  them, 
HALF-DOLLAR  CALIFORNIA  GOLD  1852." 

Walter  Breen  and  Ronald  Gillio  suggest  that  August  1852, 
the  date  of  the  newspaper  article,  may  represent  the  approx¬ 
imate  date  of  the  initial  appearance  of  such  pieces,  which 
are  believed  to  have  preceded  all  other  designs  of  small 
denominations. 

By  the  late  1850s  a  number  of  other  citations  emerged. 
The  cover  of  an  issue  of  Hodges'  Gold  and  Silver  Chart 
Manual,  circa  1858,  depicts  an  1853  Nouizillet  &  Co.  round 
half  dollar  and  values  it  at  48  cents  (the  current  estimated 
market  price  in  New  York).  An  1854  Frontier  &  Diviercy 
octagonal  gold  dollar  was  pegged  at  98  cents  value.  Infor¬ 
mation  in  the  National  Archives  show  that  specimens  of 
small  denominations  of  California  gold  coinage  were 
represented  in  the  Mint  Cabinet  Collection  as  early  as  1859, 
perhaps  even  much  earlier  (for  quantities  of  large  denomina¬ 
tion  California  gold  coins  were  shipped  to  the  Mint  for  assay 
years  earlier,  and  a  number  of  pieces  were  set  aside  for  the 
collection;  the  same  treatment  may  have  been  given  to  cer¬ 
tain  small  denomination  pieces  as  well). 

Peterson's  Complete  Coin  Book,  published  in  Philadelphia 
in  1859,  illustrates  and  values  an  octagonal  quarter  of  the 
1853-1856  Frontier  &  Diviercy  type  with  a  beaded  circle  on 
the  reverse,  and  an  1856  piece  of  the  same  denomination 
by  the  same  maker,  as  well  as  an  1856  octagonal  half  dollar, 
also  by  the  same  issuer. 

Factual  information  dating  from  the  early  1850s  has  prov¬ 


en  elusive,  although  Kenneth  W.  Lee,  in  the  1970  and  1979 
editions  of  his  book,  mentions  the  later  recovery  of 
specimens  from  the  steamer  Winfield  Scott,  which  sunk  on 
December  2,  1853.  The  event  is  described  in  the  new  Breen- 
Gillio  book  as  follows: 

"The  Winfield  Scott  (built  in  New  York  City,  1851,  for 
the  New  York  &  San  Francisco  Steamship  Company,  later 
taken  over  by  the  Pacific  Mail  Line)  departed  San  Francisco 
December  1,  1853,  with  400  passengers  (many  being  Army 
officers  under  orders  to  return  East),  many  sacks  of  mail, 
and  $884,861.50  in  'treasure,'  bound  for  Panama,  under 
Captain  Simon  F.  Blunt,  U.S.N. 

"On  December  2,  fog  reduced  visibility  to  zero.  About 
nine  in  the  evening  the  first  officer  entered  the  captain's  cabin 
with  the  request,  'Captain,  the  weather  is  dirty  and  squal¬ 
ly.  Shall  we  keep  her  out?'  The  prophetic  answer  was,  'No; 
let  her  rip!' 

"Shortly  before  midnight  she  struck  rocks,  bow  on,  at  the 
north  side  of  Anacapa  Island,  about  30  miles  off  Santa  Bar¬ 
bara.  Backing  off,  she  lost  her  rudder  on  other  rocks,  then 
drifted  about  300  yards  to  smash  her  bow  against  a  250-foot 
bluff.  Captain  Blunt,  pistol  in  his  hand  to  maintain  order, 
evacuated  passengers,  provisions,  and  bedding  onto  a  tiny 
uninhabited  island  about  a  mile  west. 

"On  December  4,  about  eight  in  the  morning,  the 
1,050-ton  steamer  California  rescued  the  ladies.  The 
Republic  reached  the  rest  on  December  10,  rescuing  part  of 
the  cargo  and  the  treasure.  Some  of  her  timbers  washed 
ashore  and  were  built  into  a  house  in  Santa  Barbara  which 
today  is  a  tourist  attraction. 

"In  1963,  a  scuba  diver,  Glenn  E.  Miller,  located  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  wreck,  and  on  weekends  he  and  three  others 
began  salvage  operations.  One  of  the  scuba  divers  brought 
some  fractional  gold  coins  from  the  wreck  into  Jack  Col¬ 
lins'  coin  shop  in  1963  but  would  neither  sell  them  nor  talk 
freely  about  their  source..." 

The  Breen-Gillio  text  goes  on  to  discuss  further  aspects 
of  the  Winfield  Scott  pieces  and  recites  stories  about  the 
event  which  have  appeared  in  print. 

The  same  writers  divide  California  fractional  gold  issues 
into  three  eras.  Period  One  coins  were  produced,  either 
dated  or  undated,  during  the  years  from  1852  through  1856. 
Many  of  these  are  of  nearly  the  correct  weight  for  the 
denomination  and,  when  seen  today,  show  signs  of  use.  Jay 
Roe,  prominent  researcher  in  the  field,  has  analyzed  the 
metallic  content  and  has  found  that  most  issues  were  made 
from  unalloyed  native  gold  and  are  about  75%  to  80%  of 
the  standard  weight.  By  contrast,  most  later  ones  are  of  low¬ 
fineness  (9  or  10  carats)  gold  and  are  very  light.  The  Breen- 
Gillio  book  identifies  the  makers  of  most  Period  One  coins, 
noting  that  most  were  Frenchmen.  M.  Deriberpe  (or  Deriber- 
pie;  both  spellings  occur),  who  signed  his  coins  DERI  or 
DERIB,  was  listed  in  an  1852  directory  as  being  located  at 
58  Kearny  Street,  San  Francisco,  the  same  building  which 
housed  Antoine  Louis  Nouizillet,  a  manufacturing  jeweler. 
It  is  believed  that  the  initials  DN  appearing  on  certain  early 
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issues  represents  a  combination  of  the  Deriberpe  and 
Nouizillet  names. 

The  initials  F.D.  represent  the  firm  of  Frontier  &  Divier- 
cy  &  Company  (Pierre  Frontier  and  Eugene  Diviercy),  who 
did  business  at  the  rear  of  81  Bush  Street  1852-1859,  later 
as  Frontier  &  Co.  at  other  addresses. 

The  initials  D.G.  are  believed  to  have  stood  for  H. 
Gaimie,  Guillemont  &  Co.,  103  Montgomery  Street,  San 
Francisco,  which  was  the  San  Francisco  branch  of  a  New 
York  outfit.  It  is  believed  that  Frontier,  Diviercy  &  Co.  made 
dies  for  the  H.  Gamie,  Guillemont,  and  Co.  coins,  as  there 
is  an  interrelationship  of  initials,  letter  punches,  and  device 
punches. 

G.L.  is  believed  to  represent  either  G.  Lange  or  G.H.  bor¬ 
ing  &  Co.,  also  of  San  Francisco.  The  initial  N.  is  believed 
to  represent  Antoine  Louis  Nouizillet  &  Co.,  58  Kearny 
Street,  mentioned  earlier.  N.R.  may  represent  Nouizillet  & 
Ruthier,  175  Commercial  Street,  1854-1856.  Coins  with  the 
initial  G  are  believed  to  have  been  issued  by  Robert  B.  Gray 
&  Co.,  616  Merchant  Street,  San  Francisco,  1859-1871,  suc¬ 
cessors  to  Nouizillet  &  Co.,  although  some  have  attributed 
these  to  Ferdinand  Gruner,  a  San  Francisco  engraver  who 
advertised  extensively  during  the  period.  These  latter  pieces 
belong  to  Period  Two,  which  generally  comprises  coins 
dated  1859  through  1882.  The  intermittent  span  between  the 
ending  of  Period  One  coins  in  1856  and  the  inception  of 
Period  Two  coins  of  1859  apparently  saw  little  or  no  pro¬ 
duction  of  new  California  small  denomination  issues. 

Period  Two  saw  a  curious  variety  of  pieces,  some  of  which 
were  back-dated  to  as  early  as  1852. 

Period  Three  coins,  which  were  produced  from  about 
1883  until  the  early  part  of  the  present  century,  include 
pieces  similar  to  Period  Two  but  with  earlier  dates  to  avoid 
federal  seizure  and  prosecution.  Nearly  all  of  these  are 
severely  light  in  weight  and  are  of  low-grade  alloy.  Coins 
of  the  last  two  periods  are  most  often  seen  today  in  Uncir¬ 
culated  or  "Proof"  (actually  Mint  State  with  prooflike  sur¬ 
faces)  finish.  It  is  probable  that  coins  of  this  latter  era  served 
primarily  as  souvenirs  rather  than  as  a  circulating  medium, 
for  by  that  time  the  San  Francisco  Mint  (opened  in  1854) 
was  producing  large  quantities  of  silver  coins  of  denomina¬ 
tions  less  than  a  dollar. 

Walter  Breen  and  Ron  Gillio,  noting  that  numerous 
specimens  of  later  issues  have  turned  up  in  Europe,  suggest 
that  "these  were  evidently  among  pieces  jewelers  had  sold 
to  lady  tourists  as  exotic  mementoes  of  the  Barbary  Coast, 
made  of  genuine  gold  from  the  historic  California  Gold 
Rush." 

Research  by  Robert  D.  Leonard,  Jr.,  cited  by  Breen  and 
Gillio,  delineates  the  addresses  of  producers  of  the  Period 
Two  and  Period  Three  coins.  It  seems  that  many  firms 
moved  every  few  years  and,  in  the  process,  regularly  ac¬ 
quired  partners  or  divested  themselves  of  them.  The  various 
changes  which  the  firms  underwent  occupy  many 
paragraphs  of  print. 

The  tale  of  federal  persecution  is  likewise  related  in  the 
new  book.  James  J.  Brooks,  chief  of  the  United  States  Secret 


Service,  wrote  to  his  San  Francisco  operative.  Col.  Henry 
Finnegass  on  February  20,  1883,  complaining  that  a  Los 
Angeles  jeweler,  Frederick  Linde,  "has  been  furnishing  a  Mr. 
Kunz  of  Wellington,  Ohio  with  large  quantities  of  25  cent 
and  50  cent  pieces."  Finnegass  subsequently  purchased  a  pair 
of  these  gold  pieces  for  face  value  in  order  to  build  the  case 
of  illegal  sale  as  an  excuse  to  seize  Linde's  stock.  He  assumed 
that  the  jeweler  was  attempting  to  go  into  competition  with 
the  United  States  government  in  furnishing  coins  for  general 
circulation.  A  witch  hunt  ensued  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  California,  with  the  result  that  within  two  months 
Finnegass  reported  that  he,  with  many  seizures  of  dealers' 
stocks,  had  entirely  suppressed  the  situation.  Period  Two 
coins  of  many  varieties  are  generally  scarce  due  to  their 
seizure  a  century  ago. 

Period  Three  coins  have  an  undefined  end.  One  M.E.  Hart 
manufactured  pieces  during  the  early  20th  century,  including 
issues  bearing  imprints  of  western  states  as  Montana  and 
Idaho,  and  sold  them  at  various  fairs  and  expositions.  Is¬ 
suance  of  small  denomination  California  gold  coins  seems 
to  have  been  a  fairly  continuous  practice  during  the  final 
part  of  the  19th  century,  by  which  time  they  had  no  value 
whatever  as  a  circulating  medium  but,  rather,  served  only 
as  bingles  and  bangles  on  jewelry  or  as  souvenirs  of  the 
"Golden  West." 

Some  of  the  working  dies  to  produce  California  small 
denomination  pieces  were  hubbed  from  master  dies  in  the 
same  manner  that  coinage  was  achieved  at  the  official 
government  mints.  In  other  cases  all  features  of  the  dies  were 
individually  made  by  hand.  In  general  (although  there  are 
exceptions,  particularly  among  Period  One  coins)  dies  for 
these  issues  were  crudely  engraved.  A  magnifying  glass 
shows  a  wealth  of  irregularities,  poorly  executed  features, 
irregular  letters,  and  crude  numerals,  all  of  which  contribute 
to  the  fascination  the  pieces  hold  for  the  numismatist,  much 
as  the  state  coins  of  Vermont,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  and 
New  York  attract  the  specialist  in  Early  American  issues. 
Mechanically-produced  dies  of  simple  format  would  have 
been  far  less  interesting. 

It  is  not  known  how  many  small  denomination  gold  pieces 
were  originally  distributed,  as  no  figures  were  kept.  Perhaps 
in  the  manner  of  Hard  Times  tokens,  merchants  could  buy 
a  given  quantity  at  an  attractive  discount  from  the  stated 
face  value.  Certainly  this  would  have  been  the  case  for 
Period  Two  and  Period  Three  coins,  as  their  intrinsic  value 
was  much  less  than  the  amount  stated  on  the  pieces.  In  ex¬ 
treme  instances  the  planchets  from  which  the  coins  were 
struck  were  made  of  gold-plated  copper,  gold-washed  silver, 
or  other  metal  of  low  value,  resulting  in  pieces  worth  just 
a  fraction  of  the  stated  amount. 

Although  many  of  the  earlier  pieces  were  struck  in  or 
about  the  times  indicated  on  the  dies,  many  later  varieties 
were  back-dated.  This  was  done  to  avoid  the  wrath  of 
federal  officials  and,  especially  in  the  case  of  pieces  made 
toward  the  end  of  the  19th  century,  to  give  them  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  being  older,  a  feature  which  would  help  sell 
them  to  tourists.  Indeed,  this  pecuniary  attraction  is  no  less 
in  evidence  today,  for  now  (in  1983)  one  can  buy  "Califor- 
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nia”  charms  made  of  brass  and  dated  in  the  1850s!  Not  to 
be  confused  with  earlier  issues,  these  modern  productions 
are  mainly  sold  through  antique  dealers,  souvenir  shops, 
and  other  places,  and  are  of  but  scant  interest  to  the 
numismatist. 

Among  earlier  issues  the  Indian  and  Liberty  head  designs 
predominate,  although  heads  of  Washington,  eagles,  and 
other  motifs,  were  occasionally  used.  Octagonal  and  round 
shapes  are  seen  in  the  three  denominations. 

Some  pieces  were  apparently  struck  in  large  quantities, 
for  examples  are  common  today.  Others  were  of  limited 
issue,  or  specimens  met  one  fate  or  another  and  have  not 
survived  in  large  numbers.  Dies  were  often  continued  in  use 
until  they  were  completely  shattered,  for  evidences  of  die 
wear,  extensive  diebreaks,  and  the  like  are  very  often  seen 
on  issues  studied  under  magnification.  Indeed,  "through  the 
looking  glass"  is  the  only  way  to  appreciate  California  small 
denomination  gold,  so  fine  are  the  details  and  so  small  are 
the  coins.  However,  even  a  simple  hand  glass  will  award 
the  viewer  with  a  wealth  of  fascinating  detail. 

The  Private  Coinages  Act  of  1864  prohibited  individuals 
from  making  coins  of  varying  denominations  similar  to 
those  used  for  regular  mint  products.  Thus,  the  use  of  the 
words  DOLLAR  and  CENTS  passed  from  the  scene,  or 
pieces  using  these  words  were  back-dated.  California, 
remote  from  the  East,  often  ignored  government  regulations. 
Indeed,  most  of  the  earlier  large  denomination  $5  to  $50 
pieces  produced  in  that  state  by  bankers  and  others  were 


patently  illegal  under  earlier  laws.  There  was  even  a  con¬ 
troversy,  as  curious  as  it  may  seem,  concerning  the  legal 
tender  status  of  the  pieces  produced  by  Augustus  Humbert, 
who  was  appointed  by  the  United  States  government  to  head 
the  government-run  United  States  Assay  Office  of  Gold! 

Sometime  after  1864  the  first  tokens  were  made  without 
specific  denominations  indicated.  Sometimes  these  were  pro¬ 
duced  by  issuers  who  earlier  used  the  same  obverse  die  on 
a  token  bearing  a  denomination.  New  reverses  were  changed 
to  have  such  words  as  CHARM  and  TOKEN  in  place  of  the 
denomination.  Even  though  many  of  the  charm  issues 
legitimately  date  from  the  1860s,  most  collectors  today 
prefer  those  which  bear  a  specific  denomination.  Indeed,  A 
Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  only  prices  "genuine 
coins  with  the  denomination  on  the  reverse..."  The  area  of 
California  gold  charms  and  tokens  of  the  19th  century,  ig¬ 
noring  modern  productions,  is  one  which  offers  interesting 
opportunities  once  the  wheat  is  separated  from  the  chaff. 

The  small  denomination  California  pieces  offered  in  the 
following  listing  were  acquired  by  Virgil  Brand  as  part  of 
one  of  his  favorite  areas  of  interest:  coins  of  California  and 
the  West.  Never  before  attributed  by  specialists  in  the  series, 
and  unknown  to  Burnie,  Lee,  Doering,  and  other  research¬ 
ers,  this  offering  adds  a  new  dimension  to  the  corpus  of 
known  examples.  Information  concerning  the  coins, 
however,  has  been  furnished  to  Walter  Breen  and  Ronald 
Gillio  as  a  "thank  you"  for  advance  use  of  their  manuscript. 


Please  note  that  all  small  denomination  California  frac¬ 
tional  gold  pieces  have  been  enlarged  two  diameters. 
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California  Fractional  Gold 

Octagonal  Quarters 


Magnificent  1852  25c,  Lee-lA 


1852  25c.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  Lee-lA,  Doering-2,  Breen- 
Gillio-799U.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  prooflike.  Probably 
the  equal  to  the  Lee  specimen.  Toned  from  age,  attractive  and  well 
struck.  High  auction  records  and  an  R-7  variety  with  only  several 
known  according  to  research  provided  by  Walter  Breen. 

From  S.H.  &  H.  Chapman,  January  29,  1906.  Virgil  Brand's  in- 
ventory  No.  32,250. _ 


1853  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-2A,  D-20,  BG-102.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  prooflike.  Finer  than  the  Lee  specimen. 
Colorfully  toned. 

From  Pelletier  on  May  23,  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
44,066. 

1853  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-2A,  D-20,  BG-102.  Uncirculated, 
MS-60,  prooflike.  Four  widely  spaced  stars  on  obverse. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,044. 

1853  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-2A,  D-20,  BG-102.  Choice  AU-55 
or  better  and  prooflike.  Another  specimen. 

From  Thomas  FI.  Sheppard  in  1911.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
M3247. 

1853  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-2A,  D-20,  BG-102.  AU-50  and 
prooflike.  The  last  specimen  of  this  variety  offered  here. 

From  the  St.  Louis  Stamp  b  Coin  Co.,  Sale  15,  February  26,  1906, 
Lot  44.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  32,331. 

1853  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-3A,  D-21,  BG-101.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63,  partially  prooflike,  reverse  more  so.  Similar  to  the 
Lee  specimen.  Attractive  coloration. 

From  Lyman  IT.  Low  in  1901.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  21,902. 

1853  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-3A,  D-21,  BG-101.  Choice 
AU-55.  Unique  small  head  with  beaded  reverse. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,045. 

1854  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-5A,  D-24,  BG-105.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  prooflike.  Finer  than  the  Lee  specimen. 
Attractively  toned  as  are  most  of  Virgil  Brand's  fractional  pieces  having 
never  been  dipped  or  otherwise  fussed  with. 

From  the  O.L.  Engstrom  Collection  sold  by  B.  Max  Mehl,  November 
28,  1920,  Lot  1244.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  103,421. 

1854  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-5A,  D-24,  BG-105.  A  shade  from 
Uncirculated,  MS-60,  prooflike.  Finer  than  the  Lee  specimen. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  acting  as  agent  for  Virgil  Brand  at  the  United 
States  Coin  Company  Sale  of  the  Robert  L.  Moore  Collection, 
February  20,  1917,  Lot  269.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  81,670. 

1854  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-5A,  D-24,  BG-105.  Choice  AU-55 
and  prooflike.  Possibly  as  fine  as  the  Lee  specimen. 

1854  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-6A,  D-25,  BG-108.  AU-50, 
prooflike.  Manufactured  by  Antoine  Louis  Nouizillet  according  to 
Breen. 

1854  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-6A,  D-25,  BG-108.  AU-50, 
prooflike.  Small  scratch  behind  head. 


From  the  Ben  C.  Green  Sale  of  the  Charles  Morris  Collection, 
December  13,  1912,  Lot  666.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  63,502. 

513  1854  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-6B,  D-25A,  BG-109  (early  die 
state).  Choice  AU-55,  prooflike.  Doering  could  not  find  one  to  il¬ 
lustrate  in  the  second  edition.  Very  rare. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,049. 

514  1854  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-6C,  D-25B,  BG-109.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63,  prooflike.  Possibly  similar  to  the  Lee  specimen. 
He  thought  only  three  were  known. 

From  Collins,  March  2,  1904.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  27,231. 

515  1855  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-7A,  D-26,  BG-106.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63,  prooflike.  Attractively  toned.  Possibly  nicer  than 
the  Lee  specimen. 

From  S.H.  &  H.  Chapman,  April  26,  1897.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  17,023. 

516  1855  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-7A,  D-26,  BG-106.  Choice 
AU-55,  prooflike.  Attractively  pedigreed. 

From  the  Peter  Cschwend  Collection  sold  by  Thomas  L.  Elder,  June 
15,  1908,  Lot  1009.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  44,155.  The  only 
coin  here  offered  pedigreed  to  the  Cschwend  Collection  and  worthy 
of  an  excellent  bid  for  that  reason  alone. 

517  1855  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-7A,  D-26,  BG-106.  AU-50. 
Reverse  scratch. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,053. 

518  1855  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-7A,  D-26,  BG-106.  AU-50. 
Obverse  scratches. 

From  S.C.  Stevens,  April  23,  1901.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
21,912. 

519  1855  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-7A,  D-26,  BG-106.  AU-50. 
Several  obverse  and  reverse  scratches. 

From  a  Ben  C.  Green  auction.  Sale  32,  September  3,  1907.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  40,305. 

Note:  Virgil  Brand,  as  has  been  noted,  often  collected  coins  in  quan¬ 
tity  and  this  1855  octagonal  25c  is  no  exception. 

520  1855  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-8A,  D-27,  BG-110.  Just  a  hair 
from  Uncirculated,  MS-60.  R-5  and  desirable. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder,  April  7,  1906.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
33,307. 

521  1856  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-9A,  D-28,  BG-107.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  prooflike.  Probably  equal  to  the  Lee 
specimen.  Obverse  sharply  struck  with  FD  on  headband  very  clear 
and  sharp.  Reverse  numerals  mostly  crude  and  filled  making  the  date 
sometimes  erroneously  read  as  "1866." 

FD  stands  for  Frontier,  Diviercy  and  Co.,  a  firm  located  in  San 
Francisco  during  the  1850s,  who  is  said  to  be  responsible  for  making 
these  pieces. 

From  a  Lyman  H.  Low  auction,  October  31,  1906,  Lot  371.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  34,932. 

522  1856  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-9A,  D-28,  BG-107.  Better  than 
Select  Uncirculated,  MS-63.  Not  quite  as  nice  as  the  preceding  lot. 
F  of  FD  not  as  sharply  struck.  Numerals  filled  and  crude  on  reverse 
as  usual. 

From  a  Jacques  Schulman  sale,  March  1,  1909,  Lot  1006.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  48,416. 

523  1856  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-9A,  D-28,  BG-107.  Uncirculated, 
MS-60.  Another  example. 

From  the  Chicago  Coin  Co.,  December  30,  1911,  a  firm  that  Virgil 
Brand  owned  with  Theophile  E.  Leon  as  manager.  Virgil  Brand's  in¬ 
ventory  No.  60,834. 

Include  your  items  in  our  next  sale! 
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524  1856  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-lOA,  D-29,  BG-111.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  or  finer.  Prooflike  and  attractively  toned 
as  are  most  of  Virgil  Brand's  coins.  Nearly  as  nice  as  the  Lee  specimen, 
if  not  finer. 

From  Lyman  H.  How,  ]une21,  1897.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
17,192. 

525  1856  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-lOA,  D-29,  BG-111.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63.  Finer  than  the  Garrett  specimen. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  acting  as  agent  for  Virgil  Brand  at  an  Ed. 
Frossard  auction,  February  10,  1899,  Lot  260.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  19,750. 

526  1856  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-lOA,  D-29,  BG-111.  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-60,  prooflike.  Attractively  toned  and  very  sharply  struck. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,059. 

527  1856  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-lOA,  D-29,  BG-111.  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-60,  prooflike. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon,  February  4,  1913.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  M4075. 

528  1856  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-lOA,  D-29,  BG-111.  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-60,  prooflike. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder,  April  7,  1906.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
33,308. 

529  1856  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-lOA,  D-29,  BG-111.  Very  close 
to  Uncirculated,  MS-60  and  prooflike..  The  last  of  this  particular  variety 
to  be  offered  here. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon,  May  24,  1913.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  M4114. 

530  1859  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-12A,  D-34,  BG-702.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  prooflike.  On  reverse  only  a  portion 
of  the  9  in  date  and  the  A  in  DOLLAR  is  struck  up.  Prominent  diebreak 
from  neck  to  first  star  is  very  evident. 

From  the  St.  Louis  Stamp  £r  Coin  Co.,  Sale  15,  February  26,  1906, 
Lot  45.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  32,332. 

531  1859  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-12A,  D-34,  BG-702.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  prooflike.  R  in  DOLLAR  repunched. 
Probably  finer  than  the  Lee  specimen. 

From  S.H.  &  H.  Chapman,  December  30,  1903.  Virgil  Brand's  in¬ 
ventory  No.  26,878. 

532  1859  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-12A,  D-34,  BG-702.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  prooflike.  Possesses  a  virtual  rainbow 
of  colors. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon,  May  24,  1913.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  M4115. 

533  1859  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-12A,  D-34,  BG-702.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  prooflike.  Another  splendid  example. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Co.,  December  12,  1918.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  89,991 

534  1859  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-12A,  D-34,  BG-702.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Toned  deep  red,  pink,  and  purple. 

From  Adolph  Weyl,  February  16,  1898.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  18,085. 

535  1859  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-12A,  D-34,  BG-702.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Yet  another  example. 

From  an  Adolph  Weyl  auction,  April  11,  1899,  Lot  455.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  20,520. 

536  1859  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-12A,  D-34,  BG-702.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Sparkling,  prooflike  and  colorfully 
toned. 

From  S.C.  Stevens  on  January  23,  1897.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  16,686. 


537  1859  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-12A,  D-34,  BG-702.  A  hair  away 
from  full  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  The  last  of  this  par¬ 
ticular  variety  to  be  offered  here. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon,  February  16,  1917.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  81,600. 

Note:  The  443  lots  of  California  fractional  gold  coins  offered  here 
represent  one  of  the  largest  and  finest  collections  ever  offered  at  public 
auction.  Virgil  Brand's  collection  has  one-half  of  the  known  varieties 
in  the  series— a  remarkable  feat,  particularly  as  this  is  but  a  fraction 
of  his  original  collection. 

The  opportunity  to  bid  on  these  specimens  may  never  be  repeated. 
Some  of  the  coins  have  never  been  offered  at  public  auction. 

Many  of  the  coins  are  so  rare  that  only  the  specialist  has  seen  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  various  varieties. 

This  collection  represents  an  unprecedented  opportunity  to  acquire 
many  very  rare  coins  that  have  not  been  available  for  decades  in  some 
cases. 


Incomparable  1859  25c,  Lee-13A 


538  1859  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-13A,  D-35,  BG-701.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  partially  prooflike.  Weakly  struck  on 
obverse  as  usual  with  the  reverse  sharply  struck.  FD  (Frontier  and 
Diviercy)  on  coronet  clearly  evident  and  sharp.  R  repunched  with 
double  bow.  Same  reverse  as  on  L-12A,  D-34,  BG-702  (the  last  eight 
lots  offered). 

Extremely  rare  with  only  five  specimens  recorded  by  Breen.  This 
lot  makes  six  known  while  the  next  lot  makes  seven.  Leave  it  to  Virgil 
Brand  to  acquire  multiples  of  various  rarities. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,062. 


Another  Extremely  Rare  1859  25c,  Lee-13A 


539  1859  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-13A,  D-35,  BG-701.  Nearly 
Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  partially  prooflike.  Virtually 
the  duplicate  of  the  preceding  save  for  the  slightest  obverse  handling 
marks.  Never  circulated.  Attractively  toned. 

Extremely  rare  as  mentioned  in  the  last  lot,  with  seven  specimens 
now  recorded.  One  of  the  most  exciting  opportunities  in  the  Virgil 
Brand  Collection  of  fractional  gold  pieces. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,061. 


540  1860  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-15A,  D-38,  BG-731.  Choice 
AU-55,  prooflike.  G  under  head  for  Robert  B.  Gray  &  Co.  (successors 
to  Nouizillet  and  Routhier)  who  struck  these  pieces. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low,  May  2,  1898.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
18,399. 

541  1860  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-15A,  D-38,  BG-731.  AU-50,  par¬ 
tially  prooflike.  G  under  head  for  Gray. 

From  a  Ben  C.  Green  sale,  June  29,  1906,  Lot  392.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  33,737. 
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Desirable  1860  25c,  Lee-15C 


542  1860  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-15C,  D-38B,  BG-732.  AU-50, 
partially  prooflike.  G  under  head  for  Robert  Gray.  Apparently  equal 
to  the  Lee  specimen.  Breen  notes  only  one  auction  record.  As  a  high 
Rarity-7  variety,  this  offering  presents  a  splendid  opportunity  for  the 
specialist. 

From  Adams  (either  Edgar  or  Geoffrey),  July  11,  1906.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  34,047. 


Another  1866  25c  Lee-23A 


547  1866  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-23A,  D-46,  BG-737.  ALI-50, 
prooflike.  Toned  a  dark  bluish-purple.  G  below  head.  R-7  and 
desirable  as  such.  This  portrait  does  not  appear  elsewhere. 


548  1866  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-23A,  D-46,  BG-737.  AU-50, 
prooflike.  Darkly  toned  and  slightly  bent.  G  below  head.  This  varie¬ 
ty  was  discovered  in  the  Clarke  Collection. 

From  S.H.  b  FI.  Chapman,  March  4,  1905.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  28,855. 


543  1863  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-16A,  D-39,  BG-734.  Choice 
AU-55,  prooflike.  G  under  head.  Rarity-6  and  very  rare.  Seldom  of¬ 
fered  at  auction.  A  novel  shield  appears  on  the  reverse  enclosing  the 
fraction. 

From  E.  P.  Maynard,  March  7,  1898.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
18,137. 

544  1864  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-19A,  D-43,  BG-735.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63,  prooflike,  however,  with  a  few  obverse  scratches 
from  head  extending  downw'ard  to  base.  Partial  letter  G  (for  Gray) 
under  head. 

From  a  Lyman  H.  Low  sale,  April  19,  1905,  Lot  617.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  27,315. 


Attractive  1866  25c,  Lee-22A 


545  1866  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-22A,  D-45,  BG-708.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Fully  toned.  G  below  head.  A  very 
rare  coin,  called  high  Rarity-6  by  Walter  Breen. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,097. 


Special  1866  25c,  L-23A 


546  1866  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-23A,  D-46,  BG-737.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63,  prooflike.  G  under  head.  Another  very  rare 
specimen.  Called  R-7  by  Breen.  According  to  Walter  Breen,  "A  type 
coin,  as  this  portrait  does  not  appear  elsewhere."  Very  few  auction 
records. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,077. 


Prooflike  1866  25c,  Lee-23B 


549  1866  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-23B,  D-47,  BG-740.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63,  prooflike.  G  below  head.  Sharply  struck  and  at¬ 
tractive.  Walter  Breen  has  accounted  for  only  four  coins  and  calls 
this  variety  high  Rarity-7. 

Another  opportunity  for  the  specialist. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,079. 


Nearly  Unique  1867  25c,  Lee  25-A 


550  1867  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-25A,  D-49,  BG-742.  AU-50, 

prooflike.  1  of  date  obliterated.  G  beneath  head.  Fits  Breen's  criteria 
for  BG-742,  most  prominently,  "heavy  crack  from  rim  through  5th 
star  to  brow."  Not  as  nice  as  Lee's  specimen,  however,  it  may  be  the 
only  other  one  available  on  the  market  today.  No  auction  records. 
R-8,  nearly  unique. 

From  Helen  A.  Mowry,  January  16,  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  42,507. 


551  1868  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-26A,  D-50,  BG-711.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63.  Toned  nicely.  High  R-5  and  desirable. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  February  4,  1913.  Virgil  Brand's  in¬ 
ventory  No.  M4072. 


THANK  YOU 
For  participating  in  our  sale 
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Choice  1868  25c,  Lee-26B 


552  1868  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-26B,  D-50A,  BG-710,  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Apparently  finer  than  the  Lee  specimen. 
High  Rarity-6  according  to  Breen.  The  present  specimen  is  perhaps 
the  finest  known. 

An  opportunity  that  may  never  be  repeated. 

From  a  Thomas  L.  Elder  sale,  November  12,  1909.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  50,288. 


553  1868  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-27B,  D-51A,  BG-746.  Choice 
AU-55.  G  under  head.  Large  diebreak  between  1:00  and  2:00  on 
reverse.  R-6  according  to  Breen. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low,  July  21,  1901.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
22,048. 


Important  1868  25c,  Lee-27C 


554  1868  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-27C,  D-51B,  BG-747.  Choice 
AU-55,  prooflike.  Darkly  toned.  G  below  head.  No  auction  records 
of  which  we  are  aware.  An  R-7  coin  according  to  Breen  and  thus, 
very  rare  and  deserving  of  the  specialist's  attention. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,089. 


555  1869  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-29A,  D-53,  BG-712.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Desirable  as  a  Rarity-6  item. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  April  10,  1900.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  21,161. 

556  1869  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-30A,  D-54,  BG-751.  AU-50, 
prooflike.  A  "chip"  taken  out  of  coin  around  11th  star.  G  below  head. 
Typically  seen  in  AU,  and  a  Rarity-6  coin. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,095. 

557  1869  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-30B,  D-54A,  BG-748.  Choice 
AU-55,  prooflike.  G  under  head.  Minor  reverse  scratch.  An  R-6  variety 
and  decidedly  scarce. 

From  Fienry  Chapman  on  December  24,  1913.  Virgil  Brand's  in¬ 
ventory  No.  76,694. 

558  1869  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-30B,  D-54A,  BG-748.  AU-50, 
prooflike.  G  under  head.  Another  specimen. 

From  an  S.H.  Chapman  sale,  March  16, 1917,  Lot  352.  Virgtl  Brand's 
inventory  No.  82,156. 

559  1869  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-30C,  D-54B,  BG-749.  Extremely 
Fine-40  and  regrettably  holed  at  12:00  obverse,  and  with  a  few  minor 
scratches  there  also.  G  below  head.  Only  a  few  auction  records  for 
this  variety  as  it  is  an  R-7  issue.  Lee  knew  of  only  five  specimens. 

Since  it  is  a  distinct  variety,  the  only  one  in  Virgil  Brand's  collec¬ 
tion,  and  extremely  rare,  we  are  offering  this  coin  as  a  separate  lot. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,097. 


Extremely  Rare  1869  25c,  Lee-30D 


560  1869  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-30D,  D-54C,  BG-750.  AU-50, 
prooflike.  G  below  head.  An  extremely  rare  variety  and  called  Rarity-7 
by  Walter  Breen.  Lee  knew  of  only  three  specimens. 

An  opportunity  that  might  not  be  repeated  for  a  long  time  to  come. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,096. 


561  1870  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-31A,  D-55,  BG-713.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Probably  the  equal  to  the  Lee  specimen. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,104. 

562  1870  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-32A,  D-56,  BG-789.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63.  Nearly  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  in 
quality.  Somewhat  prooflike.  Very  heavy  diebreak  from  1:00  to  3:00 
reverse.  Grainy  surfaces. 

From  S.H.  &  H.  Chapman  on  December  30,  1903.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  26,883. 


Very  Rare  1870  25c,  Lee-33B 


563  1870  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-33B,  D-58,  BG-753.  AU-50, 
prooflike.  Horizontal  G  under  head.  At  one  time,  this  variety  was 
thought  unique,  now  considered  a  Rarity-7  item  and  therefore  very 
rare. 

From  S.C.  Stevens  on  April  23,  1901.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
21,913. 

564  1870  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-33C,  D-60,  BG-763.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63.  G  above  date  and  below  head.  None  in  Garrett. 

565  1870  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-33C,  D-60,  BG-763.  Choice 
AU-55.  G  above  date  and  below  head.  Minor  reverse  scratch. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  May  24,  1913.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  M4119. 

566  1870  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-33D,  D-60A,  BG-762.  Select 
Uncirculated,  MS-63  and  nearly  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65. 
Incomplete  G  between  date  and  head. 

From  a  Lyman  H.  Low  auction,  October  23,  1897,  Lot  273.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  17,520. 

567  1879  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-33E,  D-60B,  BG-761.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  partially  prooflike.  G  between  date  and 
head.  An  attractive  specimen.  A  low  Rarity-6  item  according  to  Breen. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low,  April  10,  1900.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
21,162. 

568  1870  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-33E,  D-60B,  BG-761.  Choice 
AU-55,  partially  prooflike.  G  between  date  and  head.  A  second 
specimen  of  a  low  Rarity-6  item. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  June  19,  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  44,176. 

569  1870  25c.  Octagonal  Liberty  head.  L-33G,  D-60D,  BG-759.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  and  very  attractive.  G  betw'een  date 
and  head.  Possibly  as  nice  as  the  Lee  specimen.  Die  crack  from  10:00 
to  11:00  through  5th  star. 
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From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  February  16,  1917.  Virgil  Brand’s  in¬ 
ventory  No.  81,596. 

570  1870  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-33G,  D-60D,  BG-759.  Uncir¬ 
culated  MS-60  or  a  bit  better  and  prooflike.  G  between  date  and  head. 
Diebreak  as  on  last  lot  just  beginning. 

571  1871  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-35A,  D-63,  BG-714.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  prooflike.  Attributed  as  L-35A  by  the 
extra  berry  outside  of  wreath  by  the  center  of  the  R.  Possibly  as  nice 
as  the  Lee  specimen. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  February  16,  1917.  Virgil  Brand's  in¬ 
ventory  No.  81,599. 

572  1871  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-35A,  D-63,  BG-714.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  partially  prooflike.  Yet  another 
specimen  of  this  variety. 

From  a  Thomas  L.  Elder  sale,  September  30,  1905,  Lot  209.  Virgil 
Brand’s  inventory  No.  30,588. 

573  1871  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-35A,  D-63,  BG-714.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  partially  prooflike.  However,  slightly 
warped  at  obverse  right  side,  as  struck. 

From  Helen  A.  Mowry  on  January  16,  1908.  Virgil  Brand’s  inven¬ 
tory  No.  42,507. 

574  1871  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-35C,  D-63B,  BG-717.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  prooflike.  Equal  to  the  Lee  specimen. 
State  II  of  the  die  as  showm  by  the  incomplete  nose  and  distorted  stars. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  April  7,  1906.  Virgil  Brand’s  inventory 
No.  33,294. 

575  1871  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-35G,  D-63D,  BG-717.  Select 
Uncirculated,  MS-63,  prooflike.  State  I  of  the  die  with  a  so-called  "nor¬ 
mal  nose"  according  to  Breen  and  extremely  rare  in  this  die  state. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon,  June  19,  1908.  Virgil  Brand’s  inventory 
No.  44,178. 

576  1871  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-36A,  D-65,  BG-765.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63.  G  between  head  and  date.  One  of  several  such 
L-36A's  that  Virgil  Brand  collected  and  which  follow  beginning  with 
this  one. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon,  June  19,  1908.  Virgil  Brand’s  inventory 
No.  44,174. 

577  1871  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-36A,  D-65,  BG-765.  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-60,  prooflike.  Diebreak  from  coronet  to  ear  as  on  all  coins 
of  this  variety.  G  between  head  and  date. 

578  1871  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-36A,  D-65,  BG-765.  Choice 
AU-55.  G  between  head  and  date. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  April  7,  1906.  Virgil  Brand’s  inventory 
No.  33,293. 

579  1871  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-36A,  D-65,  BG-765.  Choice 
AU-55.  G  betw'een  head  and  date.  Yet  another  example  of  this  variety. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  February  4,  1913.  Virgil  Brand’s  in¬ 
ventory  No.  M4074. 

580  1871  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-36A,  D-65,  BG-765.  AU-50, 
how'ever,  with  a  series  of  parallel  scratches  on  the  obverse,  similar 
to  adjustment  marks  and  a  few  reverse  scratches.  G  betw'een  head 
and  date. 

581  1871  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-36A,  D-65,  BG-765.  Very 
Fine-20.  G  betw'een  head  and  date.  The  last  L-36A  to  be  offered  here. 
Even  well  worn  circulated  coins  held  an  interest  for  Virgil  Brand  as 
evidenced  by  this  specimen. 

From  the  O.L.  Engstrom  Collection  sold  by  B.  Max  Mehl  in 
November  23,  1920,  Lot  1245.  Virgil  Brand’s  inventory  No.  103,445. 


MAIL  YOUR  BID  SHEET  EARLY! 


Pleasing  1871  25c,  Lee-36C 


582  1871  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-36C,  D-65B,  BG-764.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  obverse  with  a  Select  Uncirculated 
MS-63  reverse,  fully  prooflike.  G  between  head  and  date.  Equal  to 
the  Lee  specimen  and  very  rare.  Called  R-7  by  Walter  Breen. 

A  stunning  example  and  only  offered  when  truly  spectacular  col¬ 
lections  are  sold. 

From  Collins  on  March  2,  1904.  Virgil  Brand’s  inventory  No.  27,234. 


583  1871  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-36D,  D-65C,  BG-767.  Select 
Uncirculated,  MS-63.  G  between  head  and  date.  Slightly  finer  than 
the  Garrett  specimen. 

From  S.C.  Stevens  on  March  16,  1904.  Virgil  Brand’s  inventory 
No.  27,728. 

584  1871  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-36D,  D-65C,  BG-767.  Nearly 
Uncirculated,  MS-60.  Slight  handling  marks  keep  this  out  of  the  Un¬ 
circulated  category.  G  between  head  and  date. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  June  19,  1908.  Virgil  Brand’s  inven¬ 
tory  No.  44,177. 

585  1871  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-36D,  D-65C,  BG-767.  AU-50, 
perhaps  finer.  G  between  head  and  date.  The  third  specimen  of  this 
variety  to  be  offered  here. 

From  the  St.  Louis  Stamp  b  Coin  Co.,  Sale  15,  February  26,  1906, 
Lot  47.  Virgil  Brand’s  inventory  No.  32,334. 

586  1871  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-36D,  D-65C,  BG-767.  AU-50. 
Partially  toned  a  purple-blue.  G  between  head  and  date. 

From  A.L.  Doherty  on  December  16,  1896.  Virgil  Brand’s  inven¬ 
tory  No.  16,552. 

587  1871  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-37A,  D-67,  BG-770.  Choice 
AU-55.  Rare,  as  an  R-6  variety.  L  between  head  and  date.  L  stands 
for  Levison  Brothers  of  the  California  Jewelry  Company. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand’s  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,090. 


Superb  1872  25c,  Lee-38A 


588  1872  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-38A,  D-69,  BG-725.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  partially  prooflike.  A  beautiful  little 
specimen.  Probably  equal  to  the  Lee  specimen.  Very  rare  as  it  is 
designated  R-7,  12  or  less  known  with  only  6  to  7  known  to  Lee.  No 
auction  records  since  the  Clarke  sale  held  in  1956. 

A  very  rare  opportunity — this  specimen  is  worth  a  premium  bid. 

From  S.H.  b  H.  Chapman,  December  30,  1903.  Virgil  Brand’s  in¬ 
ventory  No.  26,882. 


BOOK  AVAILABLE 

To  go  with  the  present  catalogue  you  will  enjoy  “Virgil  Brand:  The  Man 
and  His  Era,  ’’  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  a  large  illustrated  hardbound  book 
detailing  the  fascinating  life  of  the  person  who  was  called  "the  greatest  coin 
collector  who  ever  lived."  Copies  of  this  book  are  available  for  $29.00 
postpaid.  Please  order  on  a  separate  sheet— not  with  your  auction  bids. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed. 
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Very  Rare  1872  25c,  Lee-38B 


589  1872  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-38B,  D-69A,  BG-726.  A  hair 
away  from  Uncirculated,  MS-60,  partially  prooflike.  A  high  Rarity-6 
coin  and  possibly  Rarity-7  according  to  Breen. 

From  Pelletier  on  May  22,  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
44,007. 


Popular  Washington  Head,  L-39A 


590  1872  25c.  Octagonal.  Washington  head.  L-39A,  D-IA,  BG-722.  A 
splendid  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  or  better  specimen.  Of 
gem  quality.  Probably  equal  to  the  Lee  specimen.  High  auction  records. 
Manufactured  by  Frontier  and  Bellemere  of  San  Francisco. 

A  popular  California  fractional  and  in  such  splendid  condition  likely 
to  set  a  new  record. 

From  a  Lyman  H.  Low  sale  on  October  13,  1906,  Lot  375.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  34,934. 


Another  Popular  Washington  Head,  Lee-39A 


591  1872  25c.  Octagonal.  Washington  head.  L-39A,  D-lA,  BG-722.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  obverse  with  a  Select  Uncirculated 
MS-63  reverse,  partially  prooflike  and  attractively  toned. 

Another  very  desirable  Washington  Head  issue.  Leave  it  to  Virgil 
Brand  to  have  two  of  these  splendid  little  coins. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,134. 


592  1872  25c.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  L-40A,  D-4,  BG-791.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63,  fully  prooflike.  Small  "chip"  taken  out  of  coin  be¬ 
tween  second  and  third  stars. 

Obtained  privately  for  double  face  value  on  August  25,  1920.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  99,286. 

593  1873  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-41A,  D-70,  BG-727.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  prooflike  and  attractively  toned  about 
the  center  of  obverse.  Equal  to  the  Lee  specimen.  Designated  a  low 
Rarity-6  by  Breen. 

From  the  Charles  Morris  Collection  sold  by  Ben  G.  Green,  October 
25,  1912,  Lot  8.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  62,736 

594  1873  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-41B,  D-70A,  BG-728.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  prooflike  with  multicolor  toning.  Die 
state  I. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  acting  as  agent  for  Virgil  Brand  at  Thomas 
L.  Elder's  sale  of  the  George  C.  Carlton  Collection,  December  6,  1917, 
Lot  51.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  84,490. 


Splendid  1873  25c,  Lee-43A 


595  1873  25c.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  L-43A,  D-5,  BG-793.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-63  obverse,  reverse  nearly  Select  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-65  and  prooflike.  About  the  quality  of  the  Lee  specimen. 
Apparently  very  rare  deserving  nearly  an  R-7  designation.  Lee  knew 
of  only  four  or  five  specimens. 

Worthy  of  a  premium  bid  based  on  its  rarity  and  its  splendid  state 
of  preservation. 

From  Henry  Chapman  on  December  24,  1913  (Christmas  Eve). 
Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  74,697 


Curious  1874  25c,  Lee-44A 


596  1874  25c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-44A,  D-72,  BG-776.  Choice 
AU-55  or  better  and  fully  prooflike.  Curiously,  it  appears  that  the 
first  numeral  in  date  was  corrected  from  a  7  so  the  date  appears  as 
1874/7874.  Apparently  very  rare,  possibly  deserving  of  an  R-7 
designation. 

From  S.H.  &  H.  Chapman,  March  4,  1905.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  28,856. 


Unique(?)  1874  25c 


597  1874  25c.  Octagonal.  Indian  head  BG-799P(?)  Choice  Brilliant  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-65,  fully  prooflike  and  splendidly  toned.  An  anoma¬ 
ly  or  mule.  Breen  states  that  799P  "may  exist  with  rev.  'A'."  Reverse 
"B",  the  one  offered  here,  has  been  positively  identified  with  six  other 
obverses,  but  not  this  one. 

The  reverse  on  the  presently  offered  specimen  is  muled  with  the 
obverses  of  Lee-45A,  Doering-6  and  6A  and  Breen-Gillio-799P  and  Q. 

A  new  variety  deserving  of  a  spectacular  bid  based  on  rarity  (u- 
nique?)  and  its  splendid  state  of  preservation.  A  near  gem  and  wor¬ 
thy  of  the  finest  of  collections. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,153. 


598  1874  25c.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  L-45B,  D-7,  BG-795.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63,  fully  prooflike.  Weakly  struck  on  obverse.  Possibly 
as  nice  as  the  Lee  specimen. 

From  Frank  Howland  on  March  23,  1895.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  13,495. 


THANK  YOU 
For  participating  in  our  sale 
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Round  Quarters 


Very  Rare  1875  25c,  Lee-46A 


599  1875  25c.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  L-46A,  D-8,  BG-783.  Nearly  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-60,  prooflike.  A  very  rare  specimen  considered  to  be 
R-7  by  Breen.  Worthy  of  an  excellent  bid. 

From  Henry  Kelly  on  March  19,  1907.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
37,180. 


600  1875  25c.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  L-47A,  D-9,  BG-797.  Uncirculated, 
MS-60,  prooflike.  State  I  of  the  die.  Heavy  characteristic  die  cud  at 
5th  star 

From  a  Jacques  Schulman  auction,  September  17,  1900,  Lot  914. 
Virgil  Brand’s  inventory  No.  21,425. 

601  1876  25c.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  L-48D,  D-74C,  BG-780.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63,  prooflike.  C  in  CAL  double  punched.  Finer  than 
the  Lee  specimen  whose  planchet  is  warped. 

Obtained  at  double  face  value  on  August  25,  1920.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  99,288. 


Unheralded  1876  25c,  Lee-50A 


602  1876  25c.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  L-50A,  D-12F,  BG-799G.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  prooflike.  Differs  from  Lee-50A  by  a 
rim  break  below  the  6  in  date.  Breen  calls  this  variety  a  possible  R-7 
and  it  could  be  much  rarer.  Worthy  of  a  very  high  bid  as  an  excep¬ 
tional  specimen  of  this  variety. 

From  Henry  Chapman  on  December  24,  1913.  Virgil  Brand's  in¬ 
ventory  No.  74,698. 


Magnificent  Undated  25c,  Lee-IA 


607  Undated.  25c.  Round  Liberty  head.  L-lA,  D-114,  BG-206.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Orange  toning.  Made  by  Frontier  and 
Diviercy  in  1853.  The  equal  to  Lee's  specimen.  High  Rarity-6,  less 
than  20  known,  thus  rare  and  desirable  particularly  in  this  high  state 
of  preservation. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  June  15,  1897.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  17,135. 


Choice  Undated  25c,  Lee-IB 


608  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-IB,  D-114A.  BG-207.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Nicely  toned.  Also  made  by  Frontier 
and  Diviercy  in  1853.  Differs  from  the  last  lot  by  having  stars  both 
above  and  below  1/4  DOLLAR.  Also  high  Rarity-6  and  desirable  as 
such. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,031. 


609  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-2A,  D-115,  BG-221.  Choice 
AU-55,  fully  prooflike.  State  I  of  the  die  with  long  obverse  denticles. 
Made  by  Antoine  Louis  Nouizillet  during  the  1852-1854  period.  Both 
die  states  of  the  variety  are  offered  here  and  in  the  next  lot. 

From  Dr.  J.J.  Pellier  on  August  25,  1920.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  99,283. 


603  1880  25c.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  L-51A,  D-13,  BG-799J.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  prooflike.  An  extremely  attractive  specimen 
of  this  variety.  Similar  to  the  Lee  coin. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  April  7,  1906.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  33,298. 

604  1880  25c.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  L-51D,  D-15,  BG-799X.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63.  State  II  of  the  die  with  top  of  bow  crudely  recut 
with  bow  extending  to  left. 

From  Henry  Chapman  on  December  24,  1913.  Virgil  Brand's  in¬ 
ventory  No.  74,700. 

605  1880  25c.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  L-51D,  D-15A,  BG-799X.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  prooflike.  State  I  of  the  die  with  nor¬ 
mal  bow.  Extremely  rare  according  to  Breen.  With  both  states  of  the 
die  offered  here  and  in  the  preceding  lot,  this  offers  an  excellent  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  specialist  to  acquire  both  at  the  same  time. 

From  the  Chicago  Coin  Company  on  December  30,  1911.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  60,860. 

606  1880  25c.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  L-51E,  D-15B,  BG-799Y.  Select 
Uncirculated,  MS-63.  Attractively  toned.  Rare,  as  this  variety  is 
designated  R-6  by  Breen. 

THANK  YOU 
For  participating  in  our  sale 


610  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-2A,  D-115,  BG-221.  Choice 
AU-55.  State  II  of  the  die  with  shorter  denticles  and  a  crack  from  rim 
to  lowest  right  leaf. 

From  a  Ben  C.  Green  sale,  June  19,  1908,  Lot  182.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  44,215. 

611  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-3A,  D-116,  BG-204.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63.  Toned  a  bluish-orange.  Made  in  the  1852-1853 
period  by  Frontier  and  Diviercy.  Reverse  reads  1/4  DOLL,  with  star 
above.  O  in  DOLL,  double  punched.  R-6  and  rare. 

From  a  Henry  Chapman  auction,  March  14,  1917.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  82,184. 


"SPECIAL  BRAND  COLLECTION  OFFER" 

For  just  $99.00,  if  ordered  before  the  sale  date,  you  can  acquire  $139.00 
worth  of  publications;  a  copy  of  "Virgil  Brand;  The  Man  and  His  Era," 
detailing  the  life  of  Virgil  Brand,  $29.00,  softbound  copies  of  both  Brand 
catalogues  ($10  each  if  purchased  separately),  and  deluxe  hardbound  library 
editions  of  the  same  catalogues  ($45  each).  To  order  send  $99.00  and  re¬ 
quest  "Special  Brand  Collection  Offer." 
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Very  Rare  and  Attractive  Undated  25c,  Lee-3B 


612  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-3B,  D-116A,  BG-203.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  and  toned.  Made  in  1852-1853  by  Fron¬ 
tier  and  Diviercy.  High  Rarity-6,  possibly  R-7.  Very  rare  and  desirable. 
None  in  Garrett. 

from  Henry  Chapman  on  December  24,  1913.  Virgil  Brand's  in¬ 
ventory  No.  74,689. 


623  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-3E,  D-117C,  BG-222.  Choice 
AU-55  and  partially  prooflike.  State  11.  Made  by  Nouizillet  during 
1852-1854. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  September  16,  1899.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  20,793. 

624  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-3E,  D-117C,  BG-222.  Choice 
AU-55.  State  111  of  the  die  with  heavy  obverse  break  joining  first  star 
to  rim. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  February  16,  1917.  Virgil  Brand's  in¬ 
ventory  No.  81,593. 

625  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-3E,  D-117C,  BG-222.  Choice 
AU-55.  State  111  of  the  die.  The  last  L-3E  to  be  offered  here. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,034. 


613  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-3C,  D-117,  BG-224.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63.  Sharply  struck.  Manufactured  by  A.L.  Nouizillet 
during  1852-1854.  Finer  than  the  Garrett  specimen. 

From  the  O.L.  Engstrom  Collection  sold  by  B.  Max  Mehl  on 
November  23,  1920,  Lot  1234.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  103,415a. 

614  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-3C,  D-117,  BG-224.  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-60.  Fully  and  blazing  prooflike.  The  second  of  five 
specimens  offered  here. 

From  the  O.L.  Engstrom  Collection  sold  by  B.  Max  Mehl  on 
November  23,  1920,  Lot  1234.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  103,415b. 

615  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-3C,  D-117,  BG-224.  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-60  or  nearly  so.  Toned. 

From  a  B.  Max  Mehl  sale  on  ]une  22,  1920.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  95,317. 

616  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-3C,  D-117,  BG-224.  Choice 
AU-55  and  fully  prooflike.  Beginning  to  tone. 

From  the  O.L.  Engstrom  Collection  sold  by  B.  Max  Mehl  on 
November  23,  1920,  Lot  1234.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  103,415a. 

617  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-3C,  D-117,  BG-224.  Choice 
AU-55  and  partially  prooflike.  The  last  of  this  variety  to  be  offered 
here. 

From  an  S.H.  Chapman  sale,  October  5,  1918,  Lot  483.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  89,003. 

618  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-3D,  D-117B,  BG-223.  Choice 
AU-55  and  toned.  State  1  of  the  die  with  the  lowest  inner  left  berry 
visible  though  weak. 

From  S.C.  Stevens,  April  23,  1901.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
21,914c. 

619  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-3D,  D-117B,  BG-223.  AU-50 
or  finer.  Fully  prooflike.  Prominent  obverse  die  striations  as  on  all 
examples  of  this  variety.  State  1. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,035. 

620  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-3D,  D-117B,  BG-223.  AU-50 
and  fully  prooflike.  Made  by  Nouizillet  during  1852-1854.  State  1. 
Both  die  states  of  this  variety  are  offered  here  and  in  the  next  lot. 

From  Helen  A.  Mowry  on  June  16,  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  42,506. 

621  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-3D,  D-117A,  BG-223.  AU-50 
if  not  finer.  Fully  prooflike.  State  II  of  the  die  with  lowest  inner  left 
berry  not  visible. 

From  a  B.  Max  Mehl  sale  on  November  15,  1906,  Lot  304.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  36,234. 

622  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-3E,  D-117C,  BG-222.  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-60  and  partially  prooflike.  Warped  in  left  obverse  field 
as  made.  State  II  of  the  die  with  19  reverse  berries. 

From  a  Lyman  H.  Low  sale,  May  15,  1907, Lot  246.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  37,978. 


626  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-3F,  D-117D,  BG-222.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  with  the  reverse  nearly  so.  Prooflike. 
State  I  of  the  die  with  20  berries.  Probably  as  nice  as  the  Lee  specimen. 

From  Collins  on  March  2,  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  27,230. 

627  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-3F,  D-117D,  BG-222.  Select 
Uncirculated,  MS-63.  State  1  as  is  the  last  lot  with  more  L-3F's  to 
follow. 

From  S.C.  Stevens  on  April 23,  1901.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
21,914b. 

628  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-3F,  D-117D,  BG-222.  Nearly 
Select  Uncirculated,  MS-63  and  fully  prooflike. 

From  S.H.  and  H.  Chapman  on  December  30,  1903.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  26,876. 

629  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-3F,  D-117D,  BG-222.  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-60  and  fully  prooflike.  Yet  another  specimen  of  this 
variety. 

From  a  Ben  G.  Green  sale  on  September  3,  1907,  Lot  79.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  40,304. 

630  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-3F,  D-117D,  BG-222.  Better 
than  Choice  AU-55  and  fully  prooflike. 

From  Henry  Chapman  on  December  24,  1913.  Virgil  Brand's  in¬ 
ventory  No.  74,690. 

631  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-3F,  D-117D,  BG-222.  Choice 
AU-55  and  fully  prooflike. 

From  a  Ben  G.  Green  sale,  September  3,  1907,  Lot  79.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  40,348. 

632  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-3F,  D-117D,  BG-222.  Choice 
AU-55  and  fully  prooflike. 

From  a  Thomas  L.  Elder  sale,  September  30,  1905,  Lot  207b.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  30,587. 

633  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-3F,  D-117D,  BG-222.  Choice 
AU-55  and  prooflike. 

From  the  Charles  Morris  Collection  sold  by  Ben  G.  Green,  October 
25,  1912,  Lot  7.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  62,735. 

634  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-3F,  D-117D,  BG-222.  Choice 
AU-55  and  fully  prooflike.  Warped  obverse  9:00  to  12:00  as  made. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  September  17,  1898.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  19,250. 

635  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-3F,  D-117D,  BG-222.  Choice 
AU-55  and  fully  prooflike. 

From  the  O.L.  Engstrom  Collection  sold  by  B.  Max  Mehl,  November 
23,  1920,  Lot  1244.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  103,422. 

636  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-3F,  D-117D,  BG-222.  Choice 
AU-55. 

From  S.C.  Stevens  on  April  23,  1901.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
21,914. 
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637  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-3F,  D-117D,  BG-222.  Almost 
Choice  AU-55,  prooflike.  Fully  lustrous.  The  last  of  this  particular 
variety  to  be  offered  in  this  sale. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,033. 

Note:  Virgil  Brand  often  collected  coins  in  quantity  including 
Templeton  Reid  pieces  and  1827  quarters  for  example.  However,  for 
every  area  of  the  rarities  market  he  was  able  to  corner,  he  obtained 
many,  many  specimens  of  more  common  issues  in  his  time.  He  own¬ 
ed  over  100  1907  High  Relief  double  eagles  and  more  than  40  Stellas! 
Common?  The  past  group  of  16  Breen-Gillio  222  varieties  may  well 
represent  over  10%  of  this  Rarity-4  coin.  How  many  more  did  he 
have?  We'll  never  know.  However,  these  seemingly  common  coins 
may  represent  valuable  coins  of  tomorrow  once  they  are  dispersed. 


Undated  25c  by  Gray,  Lee-5A 


638  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-5A,  D-120,  BG-834.  Very 
Fine-20  or  a  bit  finer.  G  below  head.  Manufactured  in  1870  or  1871 
by  Robert  B.  Gray  and  Co.  who  had  an  office  on  616  Merchant  Street 
in  San  Francisco.  This  was  the  only  coin  he  made  that  was  undated. 
Therefore,  very  rare  and  desirable.  State  II  of  the  die  with  several 
reverse  die  cracks. 

Very  rare,  considered  a  high  Rarity-6  or  possibly  an  R-7  item  by 
Breen. 


639  Undated.  25c.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-5A,  D-120,  BG-834.  A  splen¬ 
did  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  and  prooflike  example.  State 
I  of  the  die.  A  low  Rarity-6  coin  meaning  less  than  30  known  in  all. 
This  and  the  preceding  lot  offer  the  specialist  the  opportunity  to  ob¬ 
tain  both  die  states  of  the  variety  at  the  same  time.  An  interesting 
acquisition. 

From  the  Chicago  Coin  Company  on  December  30,  1911.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  60,858. 


Desirable  1853  25c,  Lee-9C 


641  1853  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-9C,  D-124C,  BG-215.  Choice  AU-55. 
Called  high  Rarity-7  by  Breen  although  he  lists  only  three  survivors 
that  he  is  aware  of — one  of  these  is  holed.  The  present  specimen  makes 
for  the  fourth  known  example. 

An  important  and  desirable  variety  for  the  specialist. 

From  S.C.  Stevens  on  January  10,  1893.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  10,007. 


Elusive  1853  25c,  L-lOA 


642  1853  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-lOA,  D-126,  BG-219.  Choice  AU-55, 
partially  prooflike  and  sharply  struck.  G.G.  below  head.  Made  by 
Frontier  and  Diviercy  and  Co.  for  Faime,  Gulliemot  and  Co.  in  1853. 
Only  four  survivors  known  to  Breen.  An  extremely  rare  item,  fully 
high  Rarity-7. 

One  of  Virgil  Brand's  most  important  California  fractional  gold 
pieces. 

From  Henry  Chapman  on  December  24,  1913.  Virgil  Brand's  in¬ 
ventory  No.  74,701. 


Beautiful  and  Extremely  Rare  1853  25c,  Lee-9B 


640  1853  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-9B,  D-124A,  BG-214.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  partially  prooflike  and  sharply  struck. 
A  delightful  specimen.  According  to  Breen,  only  four  coins  have  been 
recorded,  one  of  them  holed.  This  makes  the  fifth  and  still  leaves  the 
variety  in  the  high  Rarity-7  class. 

One  of  the  most  significant  pieces  in  the  present  offering  of  frac¬ 
tional  gold  pieces.  Apparently  none  in  the  fabulous  Lee  Collection. 

From  A.L.  Doherty  on  December  16,1896.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  16,550. 


Majestic  1855  25c,  Lee-13Aa 


643  1855  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-13Aa,  D-129A,  BG-227.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  A  high  Rarity-6  item  and  as  such  very 
desirable.  Several  very  high  auction  records.  Made  by  Antoine  Louis 
Nouizillet. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,052. 

644  1855  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-13Aa,  D-129A,  BG-227.  AU-50  v\ath 
a  small  reverse  scratch.  Another  example  of  this  very  rare  variety. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,051. 


THINGS  TO  COME 

Coming  your  way  in  1984  is  Part  II  of  the  Virgil  Brand  Collection  of 
coins.  Included  will  be  many  extremely  rare  colonial  issues,  rare  territorial 
gold  coins,  tokens,  medals,  and  a  run  of  regular-issue  United  States  gold. 
The  catalogue  for  this  outstanding  event  is  now  being  prepared. 
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Only  1859  Round  25c,  Lee-16A 


Important  1855  25c,  Lee-13B 


645  1855  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-13B,  D-129C,  BG-226.  Uncirculated, 
MS-60  and  partially  prooflike.  Under  20  specimens  recorded  thus  far, 
therefore,  a  high  Rarity-6  variety. 

From  the  Charles  Morris  Collection  sold  by  Ben  C.  Green  on 
December  13,  1912,  Lot  667.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  63,503. 


Extremely  Rare  1855  25c,  Unlisted  in  Lee 


646  1855  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-unlisted,  D-129D,  BG-225.  Select 
Uncirculated,  MS-63  and  fully  prooflike.  Warped  on  right  obverse 
as  made.  Five  survivors  have  been  traced  by  Breen.  This  makes  the 
sixth  specimen. 

Very  desirable  based  on  its  rarity  and  high  state  of  preservation. 

From  Lyman  FI.  Low  on  June  4,  1897.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
17,137 


654  1859  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-16A,  D-135,  BG-801.  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated,  MS-65  and  partially  prooflike.  The  only  1859  Round 
25c  manufactured.  No  other  varieties  are  known.  A  gorgeous  example. 

From  Thomas  FI.  Sheppard  on  January  6,  1911.  Virgil  Brand's  in¬ 
ventory  No.  M3248. 


655  1859  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-16A,  D-135,  BG-801.  Select  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-63,  partially  prooflike  and  toned.  Made  by  Frontier  and 
Diviercy. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  May  2,  1898.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
18,398. 

656  1860  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-17A,  D-136,  BG-819.  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated,  MS-65  and  prooflike.  Traces  of  a  5  appear  under  the 
6  according  to  Walter  Breen.  A  beautiful  specimen. 

From  E.P.  Maynard  on  March  7,  1898.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  18,136. 


657  1860  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-17A,  D-136,  BG-819.  Uncirculated, 
MS-60.  Made  by  Robert  B.  Gray  and  Co.,  although  without  the  G. 
The  only  variety  of  an  1860  round  25c  manufactured. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,063. 


647  1856  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-14A,  D-131,  BG-229.  Choice  AU-55, 
nearly  Uncirculated,  MS-60  and  partially  prooflike.  State  II  of  the  die. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,056. 

648  1856  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-15A,  D-132,  BG-230.  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated,  MS-65,  prooflike  and  attractively  toned.  The  equal  to 
the  Lee  specimen  or  possibly  finer. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low,  August  29,  1898.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  19,083. 

649  1856  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-15A,  D-132,  BG-230.  Select  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-63,  partially  prooflike  and  nicely  toned. 

From  an  S.H.  Chapman  auction,  March  16,  1917,  Lot  346.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  82,153. 

650  1856  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-15A,  D-132,  BG-230.  Uncirculated, 
MS-60,  partially  prooflike  and  toned  an  orange,  pink  and  red. 
Beautiful  colors. 

From  an  S.H.  Chapman  sale,  October  5,  1918,  Lot  485.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  89,004. 

651  1856  25c.  Roimd.  Liberty  head.  L-15A,  D-132,  BG-230.  Uncirculated, 
MS-60  and  prooflike.  Yet  another  specimen. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,058. 

652  1856  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-15A,  D-132,  BG-230.  Choice  AU-55. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  May  24,  1913.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  M4113 

653  1856  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-15A,  D-132,  BG-230.  Choice  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine-45.  The  last  of  this  variety  offered  here. 

From  the  Chicago  Coin  Company  on  December  30,  1911.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  60,833. 


MAIL  YOUR  BID  SHEET  EARLY! 


Very  Rare  1863  25c,  Lee-18A 


658  1863  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-18A,  D-137,  BG-820.  Choice  AU-55 
and  prooflike.  A  high  Rarity-6  coin  and  possibly  R-7. 

Significant  in  the  present  offering. 

From  a  Ben  G.  Green  sale  June  29,  1906,  Lot  393.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  33,738. 


Another  1863  25c,  Lee-18A 


659  1863  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-18A,  D-137,  BG-820.  Extremely 
Fine-40f  with  prooflike  obverse.  Another  example  of  this  very  rare 
variety. 


From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,066. 


THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  PARTICIPATION 

We  appreciate  very  much  your  interest  in  the  Virgil  Brand  Collection 
sale.  The  catalogue  is  now  in  your  hands.  Check  this  listing  over  careful¬ 
ly,  and  then  send  us  your  bids,  or,  plan  to  attend  in  person.  Either  way. 
the  staff  of  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  thanks  you  for  your  participation. 
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Sharp  1864  25c,  Lee-19A 


660  1864  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-19A,  D-138,  BG-866.  Choice  AU-55 
or  finer,  prooflike  and  sharply  struck.  Breen  could  only  find  one  auc¬ 
tion  record  for  this  variety.  Probably  an  R-7  variety.  Maker  unknown. 

From  an  S.H.  Chapman  auction  on  October  5,  1918.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  89,005. 

661  1864  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-19B,  D-139,  BG-821.  Extremely 
Fine-40  with  several  obverse  scratches.  Rarity-6  and  rare.  Manufac¬ 
tured  by  Robert  Gray. 

From  Dr.  /./.  Pettier  on  August  25,  1920.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  99,285. 

662  1865  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-22A,  D-143,  BG-822.  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated,  MS-65  obverse  with  the  reverse  nearly  so.  A  Rarity-5 
coin  also  made  by  Gray.  A  splendid  example. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,074. 

663  1865  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-22A,  D-143,  BG-822.  AU-50,  proof- 
like.  Another  of  the  same  variety. 

664  1866  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-23A,  D-144,  BG-804.  Select  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-63.  The  only  1866  round  25c  variety  made  without  the 
G  under  the  head. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  August  29,  1898.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  19,085. 

665  1867  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-25A,  D-146,  BG-805.  Select  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-63.  Rarity-5. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,080. 

666  1867  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-26A,  D-147,  BG-825.  Choice  AU-55 
and  fully  prooflike.  G  under  head. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,081. 

667  1868  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-27A,  D-148,  BG-806.  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated,  MS-65.  State  II  of  the  die  with  heavy  break  joining  rims 
to  top  of  wreath  and  numerator. 

From  a  Lyman  H.  Low  sale  on  January  17,  1902,  Lot  475.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  23,171. 

668  1868  2.5c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-27A,  D-148,  BG-806.  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated,  MS-65.  State  I  of  the  die  without  the  heavy  die  break. 

Both  this  lot  and  the  lot  offered  before  give  the  specialist  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  acquire  both  states  of  the  die  in  splendid  condition. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  June  18,  1900.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  21,199. 


Splendid  1868  25c,  Lee-28B 


669  1868  25c.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-28B,  D-103A,  BG-890.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  and  fully  prooflike.  A  beautiful  little 
coin.  Extremely  rare  with  less  than  12  known.  A  full  Rarity-7. 

This  coin  has  both  high  rarity  and  a  splendid  condition  making  it 
one  of  the  more  important  coins  in  the  present  offering. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,090. 


670  1869  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-29A,  D-149,  BG-828.  Choice  AU-55 
and  fully  brilliant  prooflike.  G  below  head. 

From  S.H.  and  H.  Chapman,  December  30,  1903.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  26,881. 

671  1869  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-29B,  D-149A,  BG-826.  AU-50.  G 
below  head.  State  II  of  the  die  with  reverse  cracks. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  May  5,  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
18,400. 


Important  1869  25c,  Lee-29C 


672  1869  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-29C,  D-149B,  BG-827.  AU-50  or 
a  bit  finer.  G  below  head.  A  full  Rarity-7  and  therefore  extremely 
rare.  Very  few  auction  records. 

An  opportunity  for  the  specialist. 

From  A.L.  Doherty  on  April  12,  1897.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
16,973. 


Prooflike  1869  25c,  Lee-29D 


673  1869  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-29D,  D-149C,  BG-829.  AU-50  and 

prooflike.  G  below  head.  Significant  as  a  high  Rarity-6  item.  Manufac¬ 
tured  by  Gray,  of  course.  | 

From  the  "Dixieland  Collection"  sold  by  Geoffrey  C.  Adams  on 
November  13,  1906,  Lot  127.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  35,957. 

674  1869  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-29D,  D-149C,  BG-829.  Choice  Ex-  I 
tremely  Fine-45  and  prooflike.  G  below  head.  Another  example.  i 

From  a  St.  Louis  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  sale  on  November  5, 
1906.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  35,829. 

1 

675  1869  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-29D,  D-149C,  BG-829.  Extremely  ■ 
Fine-40,  however  holed  at  12:00  obverse.  G  below  head.  Although  j 
damaged,  this  coin  is  significant  for  the  reason  mentioned  below. 

From  S.C.  Stevens  on  June  1,  1889.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 

15.  This  is  the  earliest  remaining  purchase  in  the  collection  offered 
here.  It  is  part  of  Virgil's  initial  entry  when  he  began  collecting  in  1889. 

] 

676  1870  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-30A,  D-150,  BG-808.  Choice  Brilliant  j 
Uncirculated,  MS-65  and  prooflike.  One  of  several  such  examples  of 
this  variety  offered  here. 

From  S.C.  Stevens  on  April  16,  1904.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
27,727.  ! 

677  1870  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-30A,  D-150,  BG-808.  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated,  MS-65  and  colorfully  toned. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  May  24,  1913.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  M4116. 

678  1870  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-30A,  D-150,  BG-808.  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated,  MS-65.  A  beautiful  specimen. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  March  14,  1901.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  21,901 

679  1870  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-30A,  D-150,  BG-808.  Select  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-63  and  partially  prooflike.  The  last  example  of  this  variety  t 
offered  here. 

From  the  Chicago  National  Bank  on  May  20,  1914  for  $1.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  M4312. 
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680  1870  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-31A,  D-151,  BG-867.  Choice  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine-45  or  a  little  finer.  Breen  mentions  that  this  variety  is 
almost  never  available  in  choice  condition. 

From  5.  Schott-Wallerstein  on  September  8,  1922.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  124,893. 

681  1870  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-32A,  D-152,  BG-835.  Select  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-63.  G  betw'een  head  and  date.  One  of  several  such  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  variety  that  Virgil  Brand  collected  in  quantity. 

From  S.FI.  and  FI.  Chapman  on  December  30,  1903.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  26,882. 

682  1870  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-32A,  D-152,  BG-835.  Choice  AU-55. 
G  between  head  and  date. 

From  the  'Dixieland  Collection"  sold  by  Geoffrey  C.  Adams,  Lot 
126.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  35,956. 

683  1870  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-32A,  D-152,  BG-835.  AU-50  and 
partially  prooflike.  G  between  head  and  date. 

From  Walter  5.  Chatlin  on  April  4,  1910.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  M2016. 

684  1870  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-32A,  D-152,  BG-835.  AU-50.  G 
between  head  and  date. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  February  4,  1913.  Virgil  Brand's  in¬ 
ventory  No.  M4073. 

685  1870  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-32A,  D-152,  BG-835.  AU-50.  G 
between  head  and  date. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  May  24,  1913.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  M4117. 

686  1870  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-32A,  D-152,  BG-835.  AU-50.  G 
between  head  and  date. 

From  a  St.  Louis  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  sale  on  February  26, 
1906,  Lot  46.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  32,333. 

687  1870  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-32A,  D-152,  BG-835.  AU-50.  G 
between  head  and  date. 

688  1870  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-32A,  D-152,  BG-835.  Difficult  to 
grade — probably  AU-50  or  better.  Used  as  a  jewelry  piece.  Has  rough 
surface  and  has  been  looped  at  12:00  obverse.  Also,  1871  25c.  Round. 
Liberty  head.  L-35C,  D-156B,  BG-838.  Very  Fine-20  or  better.  (Total: 
2  pieces) 

L-32A  from  Scott  on  December  12,  1892.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  5553.  L-35C  from  a  B.  Max  Mehl  sale,  November  15,  1906,  Lot 
301.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  36,233. 


Significant  1870  25c,  Lee-32B 


689  1870  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-32B,  D-152A,  BG-832.  AU-50  or 
a  little  finer  and  fully  prooflike.  G  below  head.  The  Lee  example  is 
AU  and  prooflike  also.  Breen  could  not  locate  an  auction  record  for 
this  variety.  Years  ago,  varieties  were  not  as  carefully  stipulated  as 
they  are  today.  Very  rare,  high  Rarity-6,  possibly  R-7. 

From  a  Thomas  L.  Elder  sale  on  March  23,  1906,  Lot  1008.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  32,714. 


VIRGIL  BRAND  POSTER  AVAILABLE 

For  only  $5  we  will  send  you  postpaid  in  a  sturdy  mailing  tube,  a  large 
and  colorful  poster  depicting  coins  from  the  Virgil  Brand  Collection — ideal 
for  framing  on  the  wall  of  your  home  or  office.  Request  "Brand  Poster" 
when  ordering,  and  send  your  order  separate  from  your  bid  sheet. 


Notable  1870  25c,  Lee-32C 


690  1870  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-32C,  D-153,  BG-833.  AU-50  and 
prooflike.  G  below  head.  Extremely  rare  as  a  Rarity-7  item. 

From  the  "Dixieland  Collection"  sold  by  Geoffrey  C.  Adams  on 
November  13,  1906,  Lot  125.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  35,955. 


691  1871  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-34A,  D-155,  BG-813.  Select  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-63  and  partially  prooflike.  Would  grade  full  MS-65  were 
it  not  for  a  scratch  in  Miss  Liberty's  hair.  State  I  of  the  die. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  April  7,  1906.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  33,295. 

692  1871  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-35A,  D-156,  BG-839.  AU-50.  Plan- 
chet  defects  on  edge  at  7:00  and  8:00  obverse.  G  between  head  and 
date. 

693  1871  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-35B,  D-156A,  BG-840.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  partially  prooflike  and  toned.  G  bet¬ 
ween  head  and  date.  The  Lee  specimen  is  Brilliant  Uncirculated  and 
lightly  hairlined. 

.  From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  April  2,  1900.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  21,166. 

694  1871  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-35B,  D-156A,  BG-840.  Uncirculated, 
MS-50  or  a  little  finer.  G  between  head  and  date. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,119. 

695  1871  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-35B,  D-156A,  BG-840.  Choice 
AU-55.  Scraped  on  right  obverse  from  2:00  to  4:00.  G  between  head 
and  date. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  February  16,  1917.  Virgil  Brand's  in¬ 
ventory  No.  81,598. 

696  1871  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-35B,  D-156A,  BG-840.  AU-50.  G 
between  head  and  date.  The  last  example  of  this  variety  offered  here. 

From  a  Ben  G.  Green  sale  on  June  29,  1906,  Lot  394.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  33,739. 

697  1871  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-35C,  D-156B,  BG-838.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63.  G  between  head  and  date. 

From  A.L.  Doherty  on  December  16,  1906.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  16,551. 

698  1871  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-35C,  D-156B,  BG-838.  Choice  AU-55 
or  finer.  G  between  bust  and  date. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,118. 

699  1871  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-35C,  D-156B,  BG-838.  Choice  AU-55 
with  three  obverse  scratches.  G  between  head  and  date.  One  of  four 
examples  of  this  variety  offered  here. 

Probably  from  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  October  10,  1918.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  88,699. 

700  1871  25c  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-35C,  D-156B,  BG-838.  Choice  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine-45.  G  between  head  and  date. 

Probably  from  A.L.  Doherty  on  December  16,  1906.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  16,551. 

701  1871  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-36B,  D-159,  BG-864.  Select  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-63.  Minor  scratches  at  thirteenth  star.  H  between  head 
and  date.  Manufactured  by  Hershfield  and  Mitchell  in  Leavenworth, 
Kansas. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  ini'en- 
tory  No.  47,120. 
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702  1871  25c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-36D,  D-157,  BG-857.  AU-50  with 
scratch  in  left  obverse  field.  H  between  head  and  date.  Very  rare. 

From  S.H.  and  H.  Chapman  on  January  29,  1906.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  32,251. 


712  1876  25c.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-50A,  D-109,  BG-853.  Select  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-63  and  prooflike.  Very  rare  as  a  high  Rarity-6  variety 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,165. 


Popular  Washington  Head,  Lee-39A 


703  1872  25c.  Round.  Washington  head.  L-39A,  D-101,  BG-818.  A  splen¬ 
did  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  coin.  An  extraordinary  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  Washington  head  design.  This  design  should  attract 
spirited  bidding. 

From  Carl  Wurtzbach  on  March  7,  1919.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  91,970.  The  only  fractional  piece  here  offered  pedigreed  to 
Wurtzbach. 


704  1872  25c.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-40A,  D-104,  BG-868.  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated,  MS-65  and  fully  prooflike.  Very  attractive  with  the  In¬ 
dian  head  motif. 

705  1872  25c.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-40B,  D-104A,  BG-870.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63,  prooflike. 

From  S.H.  and  H.  Chapman,  December  30,  1903.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  26,885. 

706  1872  25c.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-40C,  D-104B,  BG-869.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  and  prooflike.  A  simply  gorgeous  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  Rarity-5  item. 

From  a  Sally  Rosenberg  auction  sale,  October  7,  1908,  Lot  709. 
Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  45,719. 

707  1873  25c.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-42A,  D-163,  BG-817.  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Weakly  struck  as  usual. 

From  S.H.  and  H.  Chapman  on  December  30,  1903.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  26,888. 

708  1875  25c.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-48B,  D-108A,  BG-878.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  prooflike.  Probably  equal  to  the  Lee 
specimen. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  February  4,  1913.  Virgil  Brand's  in¬ 
ventory  No.  M4077. 

709  1875  25c.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-48B,  D-108A,  BG-878.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  obverse  and  Select  Uncirculated,  MS-63 
reverse  and  prooflike. 

From  the  George  H.  Wilks  Collection  sold  by  Geoffrey  C.  Adams, 
February  28,  1905,  Lot  382.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  28,356. 

710  1875  25c.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-48B,  D-108A,  BG-878.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63  and  prooflike.  The  third  and  final  example  offered 
here. 

From  a  Thomas  L.  Elder  sale,  September  30,  1905,  Lot  212.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  30,592. 

711  1876  25c.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-49A,  D-166,  BG-854.  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated,  MS-65  and  prooflike.  A  high  Rarity-5  item  and  desirable 
as  such. 


Important  1876  25c,  Lee-50A 


Extremely  Rare  1876  25c,  Lee-5lC 


713  1876  25c.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-51C,  D-llOB,  BG-881.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63,  prooflike.  Important  as  an  R-7  variety.  Very  few 
auction  records. 

From  a  St.  Louis  Stamp  &  Coin  Co.  sale,  February  26,  1906,  Lot 
49.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  32,336. 


714  1876  25c.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-51E,  D-llOD,  BG-879.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63  and  prooflike.  Slightly  bent.  High  Rarity-5. 

From  a  Thomas  L.  Elder  sale,  September  7,  1905,  Lot  212.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  30,593. 

715  1880  25c.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-52A,  D-111,  BG-885.  Select  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-63. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  April  7,  1906.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  33,301. 

716  1880  25c.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-52A,  D-111,  BG-885.  Uncirculated, 
MS-60  and  slightly  bent.  A  second  specimen. 

From  a  Thomas  L.  Elder  sale  on  March  23,  1906,  Lot  853.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  32,697. 


Significant  1881  25c,  Lee-53B 


717  1881  25c.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-53B,  D-112A,  BG-886.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  and  fully  prooflike.  A  full  Rarity-7  varie¬ 
ty.  Desirable  for  its  high  state  of  preservation  and  penultimate  degree 
of  rarity.  Worthy  of  a  considerable  bid. 

From  a  Jacques  Schulman  auction,  March  1,  1909,  Lot  1019.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  48,418. 


Octagonal  Half  Dollars 


A  Special  1852  50c,  Lee-IA 


718  1852  50c.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  L-lA,  D- 200(7),  BG-962.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  fully  prooflike.  A  model  Indian  half 
dollar.  Gorgeous.  The  Doering  description  in  the  second  edition  is 
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somewhat  muddled,  however,  he  probably  means  this  specimen  to 
be  number  200.  On  some  strikes,  the  sixth  star  touching  the  feather 
is  the  determining  factor  in  assigning  this  specimen  attribution  Lee-1  A. 
On  the  present  coin,  the  star  does  not  touch  the  feather.  According 
to  Breen,  a  high  Rarity-7,  possibly  an  R-8  coin.  Lee's  probably  looks 
like  the  presently  offered  piece  while  another  specimen  is  holed.  Three 
know'n? 

One  of  the  most  significant  offerings  in  the  present  collection.  One 
of  the  highlights  of  this  sale.  Worthy  of  a  special  bid. 


719  1853  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-2A,  D-215,  BG-304.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  obverse  with  an  Uncirculated,  MS-60 
reverse,  partially  prooflike  and  toned.  FD  between  head  and  date. 
D  faintly  visible.  Very  attractive. 

From  S.H.  and  H.  Chapman  on  March  4,  1905.  Virgil  Brand's  in¬ 
ventory  No.  28,858. 

Prestigious  Eagle  Reverse  1853  50c,  Lee-3A 


720  1853  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  Eagle  reverse.  L-3A,  D-217, 
BG-302.  Choice  Extremely  Fine-45.  FD  in  back  of  head  for  Frontier 
and  Diviercy  and  Co. 

A  full  Rarity-5,  a  type  coin  with  the  eagle  reverse  and  desirable 
as  such.  Worth  much,  much  more  than  any  of  the  common  types 
regardless  of  condition. 

721  1854  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-4A,  D-219,  BG-305.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63,  fully  prooflike  and  nicely  toned. 

A  very  attractive  specimen  of  an  R-5  variety. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  February  16,  1917.  Virgil  Brand's  in¬ 
ventory  No.  81,592. 

722  1854  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-4A,  D-219,  BG-305.  Choice 
AU-55,  prooflike  and  attractively  toned. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,210. 

723  1854  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-4A,  D-219,  BG-305.  Choice 
AU-55,  prooflike  and  toned,  as  are  the  others  of  this  variety. 

From  S.C.  Stevens  on  January  10,  1893.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  10,002. 

724  1854  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-4A,  D-219,  BG-305.  AU-50,  nice. 
The  last  of  this  variety  offered  here. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  October  10,  1918.  Virgil  Brand's  in¬ 
ventory  No.  88,695. 

725  1854  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-5A,  D-220,  BG-306.  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-60  and  partly  prooflike.  The  only  1854  octagonal  50c 
with  the  date  on  the  obverse  and  an  FD  on  the  reverse.  Possibly  finer 
than  the  Lee  specimen. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  April  29,  1901.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  21,930. 

726  1854  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-6A,  D-221,  BG-308.  Choice 
AU-55  and  prooflike.  A  13-star  obverse  configuration.  Low  Rarity-6 
and  desirable  as  such. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,212. 

727  1854  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-6A,  D-221,  BG-308.  Choice 
AU-55. 

From  S.Fi.  &  FI.  Chapman  on  March  4,  1905.  Virgil  Brand's  in¬ 
ventory  No.  28,860. 


728  1854  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-6A,  D-221,  BG-308.  Nearly 
AU-50.  The  last  of  this  variety  offered  here.  Rare. 

From  a  Thomas  L.  Elder  sale  on  September  30,  1905,  Lot  198.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  30,574. 

729  1856  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-8A,  D-223,  BG-311.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  prooflike  and  toned.  N  on  reverse. 
Possibly  as  fine  as  the  Lee  specimen. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,218. 

730  1856  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-8A,  D-223,  BG-311.  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-60,  partly  prooflike  and  toned.  N  on  reverse. 

From  a  Lyman  H.  Low  sale,  October  13,  1906,  Lot  373.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  34,933. 

731  1856  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-8A,  D-223,  BG-311.  Choice 
AU-55,  partly  prooflike.  N  on  reverse  for  A.L.  Nouizillet  w'ho  made 
these  items  from  1852-1856. 

From  S.B.  Stotle  on  December  31,  1903,  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  26,847. 

732  1856  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-8A,  D-223,  BG-311.  Choice  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine-45.  The  "open  wreath"  variety. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  April  27 ,  1921.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  107,380. 

733  1856  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-8A,  D-223,  BG-811.  Extremely 
Fine-40.  R-5. 

From  a  Ben  C.  Green  sale  on  June  19,  1908,  Lot  185.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  44,218. 

734  1859  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-lOA,  D-226,  BG-902.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  partially  prooflike  and  partially  toned. 
Gorgeous  colors.  An  11-star  obverse  configuration.  To  quote  Breen, 
"Most  auction  records  have  been  for  specimens  AU  or  w’orse." 

A  Rarity-6  coin,  very  rare  and  desirable. 

From  A.L.  Doherty  on  November  16,  1901.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  22,827. 

735  1864  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-12A,  D-228,  BG-918.  Choice 
AU-55,  partially  prooflike.  "C"  below  head  for  G.  G  not  struck  up, 
appears  as  a  "C"  under  head.  Made  by  Robert  Gray.  Rarity-6. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  June  28,  1921.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  108,738. 

736  1864  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-12A,  D-228,  BG-918.  AU-50, 
prooflike  with  reverse  scratch.  "C"  under  head  for  G.  R-6. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  May  24,  1913.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  M4108. 

737  1864  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-12B,  D-229,  BG-917.  Choice 
AU-55.  Reverse  fully  prooflike.  G  below  head.  Scarce,  as  a  high 
Rarity-5  coin. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,227. 

Delightful  1866  50c,  Lee-13A 


738  1866  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-13A,  D-230,  BG-903.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  A  splendid  specimen.  Sharply  struck 
with  light  toning.  High  Rarity-6  according  to  Breen  and  possibly  R-7. 
Very  rare  and  desirable.  He  could  only  locate  one  auction  record  and 
that  was  for  a  holed  specimen. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  this  sale. 
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From  the  George  F.  Ulex  Collection  sold  by  Lyman  H.  Low,  July 
8.  1902.  Lot  514.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  23,690. 


Important  1868  50c,  Lee-15A 


739  1868  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-15A,  D-232,  BG-906.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Sharply  struck.  Made  by  Frontier  and 
Co.  High  Rarity-6  and  possibly  R-7.  No  recent  auction  records. 

Very  rare.  An  opportunity  for  the  specialist. 

From  an  S.H.  Chapman  sale  on  October  5,  1918,  Lot  489.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  89,007. 


Unequalled  1869  50c,  Lee-17A 


740  1869  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-17A,  D-234,  BG-907.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  obverse  with  a  Select  Uncirculated, 
MS-63  reverse.  Extremely  rare  as  an  R-7  variety. 

Significant  as  one  of  only  two  varieties  of  the  1869  octagonal  half 
dollar  available,  the  other  far  more  common. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  October  19,  1900.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  21,304. 


741  1869  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-18A,  D-235,  BG-819.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63  and  partially  prooflike.  G  under  head.  Finer  than 
the  AU  Lee  specimen.  Worthy  for  that  reason  alone. 

From  the  O.L.  Engstrom  Collection  sold  by  B.  Max  Mehl  on 
November  23,  1920,  Lot  1243.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  103,417. 

742  1869  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-18A,  D-235,  BG-919.  AU-50 
or  a  bit  finei.  G  for  Gray  below  head.  An  R-5  variety. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  June  19,  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  44,179. 


Gorgeous  and  Rare  1870  50c,  Lee-19B 


743  1870  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-19B,  D-236A,  BG-908.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  or  better.  Amazing  sharp  strike.  An  R-7 
variety,  less  than  12  known  and  extremely  rare.  Breen  could  only  locate 
two  auction  records. 

Desirable  for  its  rarity  and  its  high  state  of  preservation.  A  finer 
specimen  cannot  be  imagined. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,259. 


744  1870  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-21A,  D-238,  BG-922.  AU-50, 
partly  prooflike.  G  between  head  and  date.  A  Rarity-5  item. 

From  Collins  on  March  2,  1904.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  27,229. 


Elusive  1870  50c,  Lee-21B 


745  1870  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-21B,  D-238A,  BG-921.  Choice 
AU-55  and  prooflike.  G  below  head.  A  high  Rarity-6  item,  possibly 
even  R-7  according  to  Walter  Breen.  Very  few  auction  records. 

Not  a  standout  grade-wise,  but  what  it  lacks  in  condition  it  makes 
up  for  in  rarity.  Extremely  rare. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  January  29,  1901.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  21,828. 

746  1870  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-21C,  D-239,  BG-920.  Choice 
AU-55,  partly  prooflike  and  toned.  G  below  head.  A  high  Rarity-5 
item,  possibly  R-6.  The  Lee  specimen  is  also  AU.  CAL  GOLD  above 
the  value  on  reverse.  One  of  few  such  specimens  with  this  particular 
design. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,252. 

747  1871  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-22A,  D-240,  BG-912.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  An  8-star  obverse  configuration.  An 
attractive  specimen. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  July  2,  1901.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
22,046. 

748  1871  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-22A,  D-240,  BG-912.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63  or  a  little  finer,  nearly  MS-65.  An  R-5  variety. 

From  S.H.  &  H.  Chapman  on  December  30,  1903.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  26,871. 

749  1871  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-22A,  D-240,  BG-912.  Choice 
AU-55.  The  last  L-22A  offered  here. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,262. 

750  1871  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-23A,  D-241,  BG-911.  Choice 
MS-65.  Sharply  struck.  Breen  classifies  this  as  a  high  Rarity-5,  possibly 
R-6  variety. 

A  desirable  and  attractive  specimen. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  May  17,  1901.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  21,931. 

751  1871  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-23A,  D-241,  BG-911.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Not  quite  as  sharp  a  strike  as  the  last 
specimen. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,263. 

752  1871  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-23A,  D-241,  BG-911.  Choice 
AU-55.  The  last  specimen  of  this  variety  offered  here. 

From  a  St.  Louis  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  auction  on  February  26, 
1906,  Lot  42.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  32,330. 

753  1871  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-25A,  D-243,  BG-925.  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-60  and  partially  prooflike.  G  between  head  and  date. 
Slightly  bent  from  1:00  to  2:00  obverse.  Possibly  warped  as  made. 
Rarity-5.  Should  be  seen  in  person. 

From  a  Thomas  L.  Elder  sale,  September  30,  1905,  Lot  200.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  30,577. 

754  1871  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-25B,  D-243B,  BG-923.  AU-50 
and  prooflike.  G  between  head  and  date.  Very  rare,  as  an  R-6 
specimen. 
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From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  July  10,  1900.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  21,227. 

755  1871  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-25C,  D-243A,  BG-924.  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-60  or  nearly  so.  G  between  head  and  date.  The  G  is 
doubled  having  been  punched  too  low  and  then  corrected. 

From  a  Ben  G.  Green  sale  on  June  19,  1908,  Lot  594.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  44,265. 

756  1871  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-25C,  D-243A,  BG-924.  Finer 
than  Choice  AU-55.  Reverse  prooflike.  G  between  head  and  date. 

From  an  S.H.  Chapman  sale  on  October  5,  1918,  Lot  495.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  89,011. 

757  1871  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-25C,  D-243A,  BG-924.  Choice 
AU-55.  Another  specimen  of  this  variety.  G  between  head  and  date. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  June  19,  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  44,180. 

758  1871  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-25C,  D-243A,  BG-924.  Choice 
AU-55.  G  between  head  and  date.  The  last  specimen  of  this  variety 
offered  here. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,266. 

759  1872  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-27B,  D-246,  BG-913.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Sharply  struck.  Made  by  Frontier  and 
Bellemere.  A  Rarity-6  coin  and  therefore  desirable.  Very  few  auction 
records  for  this  beautiful  little  coin. 

From  the  O.L.  Engstrom  Collection  sold  by  B.  MaxMehl,  November 
23,  1920,  Lot  1244.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  103,420. 

760  1872  50c.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  L-28A,  D-202,  BG-940.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63  and  fully  prooflike.  Very  close  to  MS-65  quality. 
An  R-5  variety.  Unknown  maker. 

From  S.H.  &  H.  Chapman.  March  4,  1905.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  28,863. 


Important  1872  50c,  Lee-28C 


761  1872  50c.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  L-28C,  D-202B,  BG-937.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  and  fully  prooflike.  Breen  notes  this 
variety  to  be  high  Rarity-6,  possibly  R-7.  State  II  of  the  die  with  a 
reverse  die  cud  around  3:00. 

An  exquisite  sp>ecimen  of  a  very  rare  coin.  Worthy  of  a  premium  bid. 

From  a  Jacques  Schulman  sale  on  September  17,  1900,  Lot  914.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  21,424. 

762  1873  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-29A,  D-248,  BG-915.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Made  by  Frontier  and  Bellemere. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  July  14,  1900.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  21,228. 


Sparkling  1873  50c,  Lee-30B 


763  1873  50c.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  L-30B,  D-203A,  BG-942.  Select 
Uncirculated,  MS-63.  A  little  dirt  is  in  the  headdress.  A  high  Rarity-6 
specimen,  according  to  Walter  Breen,  and  possibly  R-7. 


Memorable  1874  50c,  Lee-31B 


764  1874  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-31B,  D-250A,  BG-929.  Nearly 
Extremely  Fine-40.  Weakly  struck  as  usual.  A  few  pin  scratches  in 
hair.  Not  seen  without  a  strong  glass.  Prominent  discoloration  around 
reverse  wreath  indicating  use  as  a  jewelry  item  with  solder  removed. 
Should  be  examined  before  bidding. 

A  high  Rarity-7  item  and  possibly  R-8.  No  auction  record  accord¬ 
ing  to  Breen.  Worthy  of  an  excellent  bid.  Where  will  you  find  another? 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  April  7,  1906.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  33,303 


765  1874  50c.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  L-32B,  D-204A,  BG-945.  Select 
Uncirculated,  MS-63,  partly  prooflike.  Prominent  diebreak  from 
obverse  base  through  the  8  into  hair.  Huge  crosslet  4.  An  attractive 
R-5  item. 

From  S.H.  &  H.  Chapman  on  December  30,  1903.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  26,874. 

766  1875  50c.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  L-34B,  D-205A,  BG-934.  AU-50. 
A  Rarity-6  coin. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,292. 


Excellent  1876  50c,  Lee-35A 


767  1876  50c.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-35A,  D-252,  BG-932.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63  bordering  on  MS-65  and  prooflike.  Very  weakly 
struck.  Attractive  peripheral  toning.  The  only  variety  of  the  1876 
Liberty  head  octagonal  half  dollar  available.  A  high  Rarity-6  item. 

For  its  condition  and  rarity,  worthy  of  a  very  high  bid.  For  its  type 
and  status,  worthy  of  even  a  higher  bid. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,294. 


Very  Attractive  1876  50c,  Lee-36A 


768  1876  50c.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  L-36A,  D-208,,  BG-953.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  and  fully  prooflike.  An  attractive 
specimen  of  this  very  elusive  variety.  A  high  Rarity-6  coin,  possibly 
R-7.  Finer  than  the  Lee  specimen  which  is  Extremely  Fine  to  AU. 

Worth  a  very  special  bid  for  its  condition  and  rarity. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,299. 

Include  your  items  in  our  next  sale! 
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769  1876  50c.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  L-36B,  D-209,  BG-935.  Very  Fine-20 
or  thereabouts  and  pierced  with  part  of  the  coin  missing  at  12:00 
obverse. 

We  would  not  usually  offer  this  piece  as  a  separate  lot  were  it  not 
for  the  fact  that  it  is  the  only  representative  of  an  extremely  rare  variety 
in  the  Virgil  Brand  Collection.  Called  high  Rarity-6  and  possibly  R-7 
by  Walter  Breen. 


Impressive  1876  50c,  Lee-36D 


770  1876  50c.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  L-36D,  D-208A,  BG-951.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  fully  prooflike.  A  gorgeous  specimen. 
Walter  Breen  notes  that  this  coin  is  a  high  Rarity-6  specimen  and  even 
possibly  R-7. 

An  extremely  attractive  specimen  of  a  very  rare  variety. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,300. 

771  1880  50c.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  L-38A,  D-211,  BG-954.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63  and  prooflike. 


Extremely  Rare  1881  50c,  Lee-40A 


772  1881  50c.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  L-40A,  D-212,  BG-956.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63  and  prooflike.  A  low  Rarity-7  variety  and  thus, 
extremely  rare. 

An  attractive  specimen  of  this  rare  issue. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,310. 


Round  Half  Dollars 


Significant  1852  50c,  Lee-2A 


773  1852  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-2A,  D-318A,  BG-427.  Choice  AU-55 
or  finer.  Fully  prooflike.  Exquisite  strike.  Every  detail  sharp  including 
stars.  Nearly  a  wire  rim.  Almost  looks  like  a  Proof.  Probably  equal 
to  the  Lee  specimen. 

This  could  very  well  be  the  first  variety  of  fractional  California  gold 
struck. 

On  August  25,  1852,  the  Daily  Alta  California  ran  a  story  from 
the  New  Orleans  Picayune  which  stated  that  they  had  just  seen  a 
California  half  dollar  which  looked  very  much  like  a  federally  minted 
gold  dollar  except  smaller  in  diameter.  Stamped  on  the  coin  was  HALF 


DOLLAR  CALIFORNIA  GOLD.  (We  do  not  have  the  actual 
newspaper  in  our  possession,  but  we  do  have  the  coin!  The  reverse 
reads  HALF  DOL.  CALIFORNIA  GOLD,  however,  the  spelling  out 
of  DOL.  has  probably  been  misquoted  or  miswritten  in  the  original 
article.) 

Walter  Breen  writes  that  the  only  coin  meeting  this  description  is 
Nouizillet's  half  dollar,  L-2A,  D-318A,  BG-427.  However,  see  the  next 
group  of  lots!  (774-783.) 

Breen  classifies  this  variety  as  high  Rarity-7  and  can  only  account 
for  three  survivors.  The  presently  offered  specimen  w'ould  make  for 
four  coins  in  all. 

Probably  one  of  the  most  significant  fractional  gold  pieces  in  this 
collection.  And  with  no  auction  records  located  by  Breen,  this 
represents  the  first  offering.  Its  value  cannot  be  overstated. 

From  A.L.  Doherty  on  November  14,  1900.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  21,480. 


774  1852  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-2B,  D-319,  BG-401.  Select  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-63,  nearly  MS-65.  Has  the  same  reverse  as  the  last  lot 
HALF  DOL.  CALIFORNIA  GOLD.  Could  this  have  been  the  varie¬ 
ty  seen  in  New  Orleans? 

An  important  coin.  Finer  than  both  the  Lee  and  Garrett  specimens. 

From  Henry  Chapman  on  December  24,  1913.  Virgil  Brand's  in¬ 
ventory  No.  74,672. 

775  1852  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-2B,  D-319,  BG-401.  Uncirculated, 
MS-60.  The  first  group  of  coins  made  by  Frontier  and  Diviercy  in  1852. 

From  Adolph  Weyl  on  February  16,  1898.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  18,084. 

776  1852  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-2B,  D-319,  BG-401.  Uncirculated, 
MS-60. 

From  Louis  Albenberg.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  75,398. 

777  1852  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-2B,  D-319,  BG-401.  Uncirculated, 
MS-60. 

From  Dr.  ].].  Pellier  on  August  25,  1920.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  99,279. 

778  1852  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-2B,  D-319,  BG-401.  Choice  AU-55. 

From  the  Chicago  Coin  Company  on  December  30,  1911.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  60,829. 

779  1852  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-2B,  D-319,  BG-401.  Choice  AU-55. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  March  24,  1913.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  M4104. 

780  1852  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-2B,  D-319,  BG-401.  Choice  AU-55. 

From  Adolph  Weyl  on  January  11,  1898.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  17,803. 

Note;  We  are  only  offering  a  small  portion  of  Virgil  Brand's  vast 
collection  assembled  by  1926.  With  10  1852  50c  of  the  L-2B  variety 
offered  in  the  present  sale,  w^e  wonder  how'  many  he  had  acquired 
by  the  time  of  his  death. 

781  1852  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-2B,  D-319,  BG-401.  Choice  AU-55. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  April  10,  1900.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  21,159. 

782  1852  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-2B,  D-319,  BG-401.  Choice  AU-55. 

From  the  James  B.  Chase  Collection  sold  by  Thomas  L.  Elder  on 
December  19,  1907,  Lot  946.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  42,158. 

783  1852  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-2B,  D-319,  BG-401.  AU-50.  The 
last  specimen  of  this  variety  offered  here. 

From  a  B.  Max  Mehl  sale  on  June  22,  1920,  Lot  720 A.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  95,314. 

784  1852  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-3A,  D-320,  BG-407.  Select  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-63.  D.N.  under  head.  Breen  believes  D.N.  stands  for 
Deriberpe  and  Nouizillet,  whose  partnership  ended  when  Deriberpe 
headed  for  the  gold  fields. 


110 


From  an  S.H.  Chapman  sale  on  October  5,  1918,  Lot  476.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  89,000. 

785  1852  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-3A,  D-320,  BG-407.  AU-50.  High 
Rarity-5.  D.N.  under  head. 

From  an  S.H.  Chapman  sale  on  October  5,  1918,  Lot  475.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  88,999. 


Important  1852  50c,  Lee-4A 


786  1852  50c.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-4A,  D-301,  BG-1076.  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated,  MS-65  and  prooflike.  A  beautiful  coin.  A  high  Rarity-6 
variety  and  possibly  R-7.  Very  few  auction  records. 

Important  both  for  its  condition  and  scarcity. 

787  1853  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-5B,  D-323A,  BG-421.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63.  D  below  head.  D  stands  for  Deriberpe,  a  once  part¬ 
ner  of  A.L.  Nouizillet. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  April  19,  1900.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  21,165. 

788  1853  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-5B,  D-323A,  BG-421.  Uncirculated, 
MS-60  or  finer  with  several  small  scratches  between  4th  and  5th  stars 
in  the  field.  D  under  head. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  June  28,  1921.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  108,737. 

789  1853  50c.  Rour.d.  Liberty  head.  L-5B,  D-323A,  BG-421.  Choice  AU-55. 
D  under  head. 

From  Adolph  Weyl  on  January  11,  1898.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  17,804. 

790  1853  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-5B,  D-323A,  BG-421.  AU-50  and 
fully  prooflike.  D  under  head. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  August  30,  1901.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  22,418. 

791  1853  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-5B,  D-323A,  BG-421.  AU-50.  D 
under  head. 

From  a  St.  Louis  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  sale  on  February  26, 
1906,  Lot  40.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  32,329. 

792  1853  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-5B,  D-323A,  BG-421.  Extremely 
Fine-40  and  the  last  of  this  variety  offered  here.  D  under  head. 

From  S.C.  Stevens  on  October  22,  1892.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  5413. 


Extremely  Rare  1853  50c,  Lee-6C 


793  1853  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-6C,  D-324A,  BG-418.  Choice  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine-45.  Probably  equal  to  the  Lee  specimen  graded  Extremely 
Fine  to  AU.  A  high  Rarity-7  item.  Only  three  specimens  are  recorded 
by  Breen,  and  he  could  not  locate  any  auction  records. 

Extremely  rare  and  an  important  acquisition  for  the  specialist.  Wor¬ 
thy  of  a  substantial  bid. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  May  24,  1913.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  M4106.  _ 


Valuable  1853  50c,  Lee-6D 


794  1853  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-6D,  D-324C,  BG-417.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Finer  than  the  Lee  coin,  which  has  a 
faint  scratch  on  head.  Extremely  rare  as  Walter  Breen  could  only  locate 
five  specimens.  Fully  an  R-7  variety.  High  auction  records. 

Desirable  based  on  rarity  and  condition. 

From  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  on  December  12,  1918.  Virgil 
Brand' s  inventory  No.  89,979. 


795  1853  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-7A,  D-326,  BG-428.  Choice  AU-55 
and  fully  prooflike.  Made  by  A.L.  Nouizillet. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  June  4,  1897.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
17,139. 

796  1853  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-7A,  D-326,  BG-428.  AU-50  or  finer. 
Fully  prooflike. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  February  16,  1917.  Virgil  Brand's  in¬ 
ventory  No.  81,590. 

797  1853  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-7A,  D-326,  BG-428.  AU-50  and 
fully  prooflike. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  June  11,  1900.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  21,198. 

798  1853  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-7A,  D-326,  BG-428.  AU-50  and 
prooflike.  Minor  pinscratches  between  3rd  and  4th  stars. 

From  A.L.  Doherty  on  February  20,  1896.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  15,286. 

799  1853  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-7A,  D-326,  BG-428.  AU-50  and 
prooflike. 

From  the  Charles  Morris  Collection  sold  by  Ben  C.  Green,  December 
13,  1912,  Lot  669.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  63,505. 

800  1853  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-7A,  D-326,  BG-428.  AU-50  and 
prooflike.  Scratch  in  right  obverse  field. 

From  the  O.L.  Engstrom  Collection  sold  by  B.  Max  Mehl,  November 
23,  1920,  Lot  1244.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  103,419. 

801  1853  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-7A,  D-326,  BG-428.  AU-50.  Many 
obverse  scratches.  Yet  another  specimen  of  this  R-4  variety. 

From  S.C.  Stevens  on  April  23,  1901.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
21,917. 

802  1853  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-7A,  D-326,  BG-428.  AU-50  and 
prooflike. 

803  1853  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-7A,  D-326,  BG-428.  Extremely 
Fine-40.  The  last  specimen  of  this  variety  offered  here. 

804  1853  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-7B,  D-326A,  BG-429.  Choice  AU-55. 
This  variety  was  also  manufactured  by  A.L.  Nouizillet. 

From  a  Ben  C.  Green  sale,  June  19,  1908,  Lot  592.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  44,263. 

805  1853  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-7B,  D-326A,  BG-429.  AU-50  or  a 
bit  finer.  Fully  prooflike.  An  R-5  variety. 

From  a  Thomas  L.  Elder  sale,  March  23,  1906,  Lot  839.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  32,686. 

806  1853  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-7B,  D-326A,  BG-429.  AU-50  and 
prooflike.  Beginning  to  tone. 

MAIL  YOUR  BID  SHEET  EARLY! 
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807  1853  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-7B,  D-326A,  BG-429.  AU-50  and 
prooflike.  Another  specimen  of  this  variety. 

From  E.P.  Maynard,  March  7,  1898.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
18.135. 

808  1853  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-7B,  D-326A,  BG-429.  AU-50  and 
prooflike.  The  last  specimen  of  this  variety  offered  here. 

From  Collins  on  March  2,  1904.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  27,226. 

809  1853  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-7G,  D-326B,  BG-430.  Choice  AU-55 
and  prooflike.  This  particular  variety  was  illustrated  in  Hodges'  Cold 
and  Silver  Coin  Chart  Manual  in  1858. 

From  S.H.  b  H.  Chapman,  December  30,  1903.  Virgil  Brand's  in¬ 
ventory  No.  26,863. 

810  1853  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-7C,  D-326B,  BG-430.  AU-50  and 
prooflike.  An  R-5  variety. 

From  a  Jacques  Schulman  sale  on  April  23,  1907,  Lot  28.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  38,460. 


Extremely  Rare  1853  50c,  Lee-8A 


811  1853  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-8A,  D-328,  BG-408.  AU-50  or  a 
little  finer.  D.N.  below'  head,  probably  standing  for  Deriberpe  and 
Nouizillet.  About  equal  to  the  Lee  specimen. 

Fully  an  R-7  variety  and  extremely  rare.  It  w’ill  not  w'in  any  prizes 
for  condition,  but  based  on  rarity  alone  it  is  w’orth  a  significant  bid. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low,  October  21,  1896.  Virgil  Brand’s  inventory 
No.  16,328. 


812  1853  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-8B,  D-328A,  BG-409.  Nearly  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-60.  D.N.  under  head.  Possibly  nicer  than  the  Lee 
specimen  graded  as  AU  by  Walter  Breen. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  May  24,  1913.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  M4105. 

813  1853  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-8B,  D-328A,  BG-409.  AU-50.  A 
Rarity-5  item. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  April  10,  1900.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  21,160. 

814  1853  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-9A,  D-329,  BG-414.  AU-50  or  even 
a  bit  finer.  G.G.  under  head.  Manufactured  by  Frontier  and  Divier- 
cy  for  Gaime,  Guillemot  and  Company.  Frontier  and  Diviercy  made 
the  dies  for  these  coins.  All  G.G.  coins  are  scarce  or  rare.  A  low' 
Rarity-6  variety. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,200. 


Arms  of  California  1853  50c,  Lee-lOA 


815  1853  50c.  Round.  Arms  of  California  obverse  with  eagle  reverse. 
L-lOA,  D-300,  BG-435.  Select  Uncirculated,  MS-63. 

A  unique  design  for  California  gold  coinage. 

One  of  the  most  important  coins  in  the  whole  series.  Possibly  as 
nice  as  the  Lee  specimen  graded  "Brilliant  P-L  Uncirculated"  by  Walter 
Breen  who  calls  the  Lee  coin  second  finest  known. 


Very  rare  as  a  Rarity-6  variety.  A  most  unusual  design  and  a  must 
for  the  type  coin  collector. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,202. 


Another  Arms  of  California  1853  50c,  Lee-lOA 


816  1853  50c.  Round.  Arms  of  California  obverse  w'ith  eagle  reverse. 
L-lOA,  D-300,  BG-435.  AU-50. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  coins  in  the  series  and  Virgil  Brand 
owned  at  least  tw'o  of  them.  The  possibility  exists,  of  course,  that 
he  had  many  more,  w'hich  only  a  thorough  study  of  his  ledgers  w'ould 
show'. 

This  is  the  second  opportunity  to  bid  on  this  famous  design  used 
in  only  a  few’  instances  on  California  gold  coins.  A  similar  design  to 
the  San  Francisco,  State  of  California  pattern  coins  collected  as  part 
of  our  territorial  gold  coinage,  to  w'hich  Edgar  H.  Adams  refers  to 
as  "the  most  artistic  design  of  any  of  the  California  private  issues." 
Worthy  of  a  strong  bid,  based  on  that  reason  alone. 

From  a  B.  Max  Mehl  sale,  June  22,  1920,  Lot  720.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  95,313. 

817  1854  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-llA,  D-331,,  BG-431.  Nearly  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-60.  Breen  refers  to  this  as  the  "Empty  Wreath"  varie¬ 
ty  W'hich  appears  on  no  other  design  in  this  series. 

Another  must  for  the  type  collector  and  specialist  too,  as  Breen  rates 
the  variety  a  high  Rarity-5. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  October  17,  1898.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  19,266. 

818  1854  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-llA,  D-331,  BG-431.  AU-50  or  a 
bit  finer. Variety  discovered  by  Elmer  Sears  many  years  ago. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  March  30,  1898.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  18,230. 


Special  1854  50c,  Lee-12A 


819  1854  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-12A,  D-332,  BG-423.  Uncirculated, 
MS-60  and  toned.  D  below’  head  for  M.  Deriberpe. 

Only  five  specimens  know'n  to  Breen.  No  auction  records  in  over 
50  years.  Another  fabulous  rarity  from  the  Virgil  Brand  Collection. 
A  true  Rarity-7  coin. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,200. 


Interesting  1854  50c,  Lee-13A 


820  1854  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-13A,  D-333,  BG-436.  Choice  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine-45.  Extremely  rare  eagle  reverse.  A  low  Rarity-7  item 
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according  to  Breen,  Reverse  modeled  after  U.S.  Assay  Office  of  gold 
$50  slug. 

Breen  has  recorded  11  survivors  and  this  makes  12  coins  known 
in  all  as  of  today.  Possibly  discovered  by  Colonel  James  W.  Ellsworth 
whose  fabulous  collection  was  purchased  by  John  Work  Garrett  and 
Wayte  Raymond  during  the  1920s. 

An  important  coin  for  the  type  collector  or  specialist.  High  auc¬ 
tion  records.  About  the  quality  of  the  Garrett  specimen. 

From  S.H.  &  H.  Chapman  on  December  30,  1903.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  26,864. 


Excessively  Rare  1854  50c,  Unlisted  in  Lee 


821  1854  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  Unlisted  in  Lee,  D-336A,  BG-425. 
Choice  Extremely  Fine-45. 

Listed  as  unique  in  the  Doering  second  edition.  Breen  lists  two 
specimens  and  calls  the  variety  Rarity-8.  Leave  it  to  Virgil  Brand  to 
have  a  third  specimen. 

Exceedingly  rare  and  significant.  A  high  bid  may  be  necessary  to 
acquire  this  coin. 

From  Fienry  Chapman  on  December  24,  1913.  Virgil  Brand’s  in¬ 
ventory  No.  74,674. 


822  1854  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-K4,  D-335A,  BG-1304.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  and  toned.  One  of  the  Herman  Kroll 
specimens.  During  the  1883  to  early  1900s  period  Kroll  made 
backdated  California  gold  issues.  He  sold  his  remaining  stock  to  A.C. 
Nygren  during  the  early  1900s.  Later  owmers  of  Kroll's  dies  made  copies 
in  the  1960s.  This  is  not  one  of  them. 

From  Henry  Chapman  on  December  24,  1913.  Virgil  Brand’s  in¬ 
ventory  No.  74,675. 


Important  1855  50c,  Unlisted  in  Lee 


823  1855  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-unlisted,  D-337A,  BG-406.  Extremely 
Fine-40.  FD  on  coronet  for  Frontier  and  Diviercy. 

A  high  Rarity-7  coin  with  only  six  survivors  traced  by  Breen.  This 
makes  the  seventh  specimen  traced  until  now. 

From  F.E.  Famum  on  March  30,  1917.  Virgil  Brand’s  inventory  No. 
82,283.  _ 


824  1856  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-18A,  D-339,  BG-434.  AU-50  or  a 
little  finer.  N  on  reverse  at  6:00  for  Nouizillet. 

Probably  the  only  1856  round  half  dollar  variety  as  D-340  cannot 
be  located. 

From  the  George  F.  Ulex  Collection  sold  by  Lyman  H.  Low  on  Ju¬ 
ly  8,  1902,  Lot  512.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  23,688. 

825  1856  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-18A,  D-339,  BG-434.  Nearly  AU-50. 
N  on  reverse. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  May  24,  1913.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  M4107. 


826  1856  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-18A,  D-339,  BG-434.  AU-50  but 
with  solder  marks  at  12:00  obverse.  N  on  reverse.  Also,  1864  50c. 
Round.  Liberty  head.  L-25A,  D-349,  BG-1016,  Very  Fine-20  and  dark. 
1868  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-31A,  D-356,  BG-1008,  Extremely 
Fine-40  with  solder  at  12:00  obverse.  1870  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head. 
L-38B,  D-363A,  BG-1024.  Difficult  to  grade,  probably  AU-50.  G  bet¬ 
ween  head  and  date.  Used  as  a  jewelry  piece.  Rough  surfaces.  Solder 
at  12:00  obverse.  1871  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-39A,  D-364, 
BG-1011.  Choice  Very  Fine-30  and  looped,  1871  50c.  Round.  Liber¬ 
ty  head.  L-40C,  D-365B,  BG-1027.  Choice  Very  Fine-30.  (Total:  6 
pieces) 

L-18A  from  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  47,216.  L-25A  from  the  "Dixieland  Collection"  sold 
by  Geoffrey  C.  Adams  on  November  13,  1906,  Lot  121.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  35,954.  L-38B  from  Scott  on  December  12,  1892.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  5554.  L-39A  from  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  April 
7 ,  1906.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  33,302.  L-40C  from  a  Ben  G. 
Green  sale  held  on  June  19,  1908,  Lot  186.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  44,219. 


Superb  1859  50c,  Lee-19A 


827  1859  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-19A,  D-342,  BG-1004.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  and  toned.  The  only  1859  round  half 
dollar  variety  with  9  stars.  Made  by  Frontier  and  Diviercy. 

Very  few  auction  records  and  extremely  rare  as  a  Rarity-7  item. 
Worthy  of  a  very  good  bid. 

From  a  Lyman  H.  Low  sale  held  on  December  13,  1904.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  27,960. 


828  1859  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-20A,  D-343,  BG-1002.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  or  better.  Partly  prooflike.  An  11  star 
configuration — the  only  one  on  an  1859  Round  50c.  Very  few  auc¬ 
tion  records. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,220. 

829  1860  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-23A,  D-346,  BG-1014.  Choice  AU-55 
or  finer.  Attractive  peripheral  toning  of  blue  turning  into  orange.  1860 
cut  over  56  according  to  Breen.  Very  rare  as  a  Rarity-6  variety  and 
worthy  of  attention  by  the  specialist. 

From  S.C.  Stevens  on  October  22,  1892.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  5414. 

830  1864  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-25A,  D-349,  BG-1016.  Extremely 
Fine-40.  Goin  appears  cracked  from  seventh  star  down  through  back 
of  head  due  to  planchet  lamination  which  happened  during  the  strik¬ 
ing  process.  Same  break  on  reverse.  Goin  is  also  split  at  edge  from 
9:00  to  1:00  obverse.  An  interesting  error,  and  a  curious  item  for  the 
specialist. 

From  Collins  on  March  2,  1904.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  27,227. 

831  1864  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-25A,  D-349,  BG-1016.  Extremely 
Fine-40  or  thereabouts.  Gounterstamped  MAS  in  left  obverse  field. 
An  R-5  variety. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  March  30,  1898.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  18,231. 


Choice  1866  50c,  Lee-27A 
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832  18<>o  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-27A,  D-352,  BG-1006.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  A  very  attractive  specimen.  Called 
Rarity-7  by  Walter  Breen. 

Manufactured  by  Frontier  and  Co.  around  1870-71.  Very  few  auc¬ 
tion  records.  Extremely  rare.  A  high  bid  will  be  necessary  to  capture 
this  piece. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  April  5,  1900.  Virgil  Brand’s  inventory 
No.  21.157. 

833  1867  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-29A,  D-354,  BG-1007.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  or  better.  A  nicer  specimen  cannot  be 
imagined.  Rarity-6  and  very  rare. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,232. 

834  1867  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-30A,  D-355,  BG-1018.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63.  A  few  obverse  marks  away  from  MS-65  quality. 
G  under  head.  An  R-5  variety. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,233. 

835  1868  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-31A,  D-356,  BG-1008.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  if  not  finer.  Finer  than  the  Lee  specimen 
which  grades  AU.  Very  rare  as  a  Rarity-6  variety. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,235. 

836  1868  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-31A,  D-356,  BG-1008.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  and  possibly  finer.  A  duplicate  of  the 
preceding.  Also  finer  than  Lee's. 

From  an  S.H.  Chapman  sale,  October  5,  1918,  Lot  488.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  89,006. 

837  1868  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-31A,  D-356,  BG-1008.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63.  Made  by  Frontier  and  Co.  Finer  than  Lee's  and 
the  last  specimen  of  this  variety  offered  here. 

From  Dr.  /./.  Pellier  on  August  25,  1920.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  99,281. 


Select  1868  50c,  Lee-33A 


838  1868  50c.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-33A,  D-303,  BG-1074.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63  if  not  finer.  Fully  prooflike.  A  high  Rarity-6  varie¬ 
ty  and  possibly  R-7.  A  very  attractive  specimen  of  a  very  rare  coin. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,238. 

839  1870  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-36A,  D-361,  BG-1010.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  A  very  attractive  R-5  variety. 

From  S.C.  Stevens  on  January  10,  1893.  Virgil  Brand’s  inventory 
No.  10,004. 

840  1870  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-36A,  D-361,  BG-1010.  Choice  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine-45.  Made  by  Frontier  and  Co. 

From  L.W.  Cherry  on  September  16,  1915.  Virgil  Brand’s  inven¬ 
tory  No.  78,501. 

841  1870  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-36A,  D-361,  BG-1010.  Extremely 
Fine-40.  The  last  of  this  variety  offered  here. 

From  S.C.  Stevens  on  January  23,  1897.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  16,687. 

842  1870  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-38B,  D-363A,  BG-1024.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  G  between  head  and  date.  According 
to  Breen,  most  auction  records  are  for  coins  in  low  grades. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  October  21,  1896.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  16,333. 


843  1871  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-39A,  D-364,  BG-1011.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  One  of  many  Lee-39A's  that  Virgil 
Brand  accumulated. 

From  Collins  on  March  2,  1904.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  27,228. 

844  1871  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-39A,  D-364,  BG-1011.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65. 

From  a  Ben  C.  Green  sale  on  January  20,  1904,  Lot  602A.  Virgil 
Brand’s  inventory  No.  26,900. 

845  1871  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-39A,  D-364,  BG-1011.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  A  rather  common  variety,  however, 
an  attractive  addition  to  a  type  or  date  collection. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  October  10,  1918.  Virgil  Brand's  in¬ 
ventory  No.  88,697. 

846  1871  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-39A,  D-364,  BG-1011.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63. 

From  S.H.  and  H.  Chapman  on  December  30,  1903.  Virgil  Brand’s 
inventory  No.  26,869. 

847  1871  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-39A,  D-364,  BG-1011.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63  and  partly  prooflike. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,254. 

848  1871  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-39A,  D-364,  BG-1011.  Uncirculated, 
MS-60. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  May  24,  1913.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  M4109. 

849  1871  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-39A,  D-364,  BG-1011.  Uncirculated, 
MS-60.  Yet  another  of  the  same  variety. 

From  H.B.  Stotle  on  December  31,  1903.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  26,847. 

850  1871  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-39A,  D-364,  BG-1011.  AU-50. 

From  Frank  Howland  on  March  23,  1895.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  13,494. 

851  1871  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-39A,  D-364,  BG-1011.  AU-50.  The 
only  1871  issue  with  the  date  on  the  reverse. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  May  24,  1913.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  M4110 

852  1871  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-39A,  D-364,  BG-1011.  Choice  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine-45.  We  wonder  how  many  Lee-39A's  Virgil  Brand  had 
by  the  time  of  his  death  in  1926. 

853  1871  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-39A,  D-364,  BG-1011.  Choice  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine-45. 

From  a  Thomas  L.  Elder  sale  on  September  30,  1905,  Lot  199.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  30,576. 

854  1871  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-39A,  D-364,  BG-1011.  Choice  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine-45.  The  last  specimen  of  this  variety  offered  here. 

855  1871  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-40A,  D-365,  BG-1026.  Choice  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine-45  or  finer.  G  between  head  and  date.  A  Rarity-5  item. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand’s  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,255. 

856  1871  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-40C,  D-365B,  BG-1027.  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-60  and  partly  prooflike.  G  between  head  and  date. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,256. 

857  1871  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-40C,  D-365B,  BG-1027.  AU-50. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  August  31,  1912.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  M4031. 


THANK  YOU 
For  participating  in  our  sale 
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Choice  1873  50c,  Lee-45A 


Prooflike  1871  50c,  Lee-40D 


858  1871  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-40D,  D-365C,  BG-1025.  AU-50  or 
a  bit  finer  and  prooflike.  G  between  head  and  date.  An  extremely 
rare  item.  Breen  classified  this  variety  R-7. 


Another  1871  50c  Lee-40D 


864  1873  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-45A,  D-370,  BG-1012.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  Possibly  nicer  than  the  Lee  coin.  Made 
by  Frontier  and  Bellemere.  A  high  Rarity-6  variety.  Very  rare  and 
worthy  of  a  substantial  bid. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,274. 


859  1871  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-40D,  D-365C,  BG-1025.  AU-50  and 
prooflike.  If  this  variety  is  truly  R-7  meaning  no  more  than  12  known, 
then  we  are  offering  one-sixth  of  the  present  population  here  today. 
A  specialist  should  buy  both  of  them. 

860  1871  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-41A,  D-366,  BG-1045.  Fine-15  and 
looped.  Used  as  a  jewelry  item.  H  between  date  and  head.  Made  by 
Hershfield  and  Mitchell  of  Leavenworth,  Kansas.  Very  rare  R-6  item. 
Normally  we  would  offer  a  jewelry  piece  in  a  lot  with  other  dam¬ 
aged  coins,  however,  this  is  the  only  example  of  Lee-41A  offered  here 
and  it  is  an  R-6  coin. 

From  5. FI.  &  FI.  Chapman  on  December  30,  1903.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  26,870. 

861  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-42A,  D-368,  BG-1029.  Choice  AU-55. 
L  between  head  and  date.  L  stood  for  the  Levison  Brothers  of  the 
California  Jewelry  Company.  A  high  Rarity-5  item. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,261. 


Extremely  Rare  1871  50c,  Lee-42B 


862  1871  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-42B,  D-368A,  BG-1030.  Choice  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine-45  with  a  few  minor  pin  scratches  in  left  obverse  field. 
Hardly  noticeable  without  a  strong  glass.  L  between  head  an  date. 

Extremely  rare  as  a  high  Rarity-7  item  and  possibly  R-8  meaning 
two  or  three  known.  No  auction  records  according  to  Breen. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  present  offering.  Another  one  may  never 
be  offered. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,260. 


863  1872  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-44A,  D-304,  BG-1048.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63  and  full  blazing  prooflike.  High  auction  records 
for  this  R-5  variety.  A  very  attractive  little  coin. 

From  S.FI.  &  FI.  Chapman  on  December  30,  1903.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  26,873. 


THANK  YOU 
For  participating  in  our  sale 


865  1873  50c.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-47A,  D-305,  BG-1051.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63.  The  only  round  Indian  head  half  dollar  dated  1873. 
Very  few  auction  records  for  this  high  Rarity-5  variety. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,277. 

866  1874  50c.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-49A,  D-306,  BG-1052.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63  and  partly  prooflike.  Actually  an  overdate  1874/3. 
Prominent  diebreak  from  chin  to  3rd  star.  Very  rare.  R-6. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,279. 


Beautiful  1874  50c,  Lee-50A 


867  1874  50c.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-50A,  D-307,  BG-1071.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  with  prooflike  obverse.  Toned  reverse. 
No  sale  records  for  this  extremely  rare  variety  considered  R-7. 

Certainly  worthy  of  a  substantial  bid  for  its  beauty  and  rarity. 

From  the  Chicago  Coin  Company  on  December  30,  1911.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  60,855. 


868  1875/3  50c.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-52A,  D-309,  BG-1058.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63  and  partly  prooflike.  Overdate  is  clearly  visible  v\ith 
a  strong  glass.  One  of  the  very  significant  varieties.  A  Rarity-5  variety. 

From  a  Thomas  L.  Elder  sale  on  September  30,  1905,  Lot  203.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  30,582. 

869  1875  50c.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-53B,  D-311,  BG-1056.  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated,  MS-65  and  prooflike.  Very  rare  as  a  Rarity-6  variety. 
Breen  could  not  locate  any  auction  records.  A  high  bid  will  be 
necessary  to  capture  this  little  beauty. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,285. 


Desirable  1876  50c,  Lee-54A 


870  1876  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-54A.,  D-374A,  BG-1040.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65  and  prooflike.  Probably  equal  to  the 
Lee  specimen.  Lightly  double  struck.  A  high  Rarity-6  item  and 
therefore  very  desirable. 
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Very  Rare  1876  50c,  Lee-54  A 


871  1876  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-54A,  D-374A,  BG-1040.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63.  Another  example  of  this  very  rare  variety.  Few 
auction  records. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  47,293. 


Another  1876  50c,  Lee-54A 


872  1876  50c.  Round.  Liberty  head.  L-54A,  D-374A,  BG-1040.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63  or  close  to  it.  Lint  marks  on  the  obverse  from 
something  adhering  to  the  die  during  striking. 

The  last  chance  to  obtain  an  example  of  this  very  rare  variety. 

From  F.E.  Famum  on  March  30,  1917.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
82.284. 

873  1876  50c.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-unlisted,  D-313,  BG-1065.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65.  A  splendid  little  coin.  Rarity-5. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  47,296. 

874  1876  50c.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-55C,  D-312,  BG-1038.  AU-50  or  a 
little  finer.  Partly  prooflike.  Reverse  partially  toned.  Very  rare  as  a 
Rarity-6  variety. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  47,297. 

875  1876  50c.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-55E,  D-313C,  BG-1059.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63  and  partly  prooflike.  Finer  than  the  Lee  specimen. 
6  in  date  very  crude.  Breen  points  out  that  this  is  an  overdate,  1876/5. 
Rarity-5. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  February  4,  1913.  Virgil  Brand's  in¬ 
ventory  No.  M4078. 

876  1880  50c.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-56A,  D-314,  BG-1067.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63  and  partly  prooflike.  An  attractive  Rarity-5  variety. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  47,303. 


Meaningful  1881  50c,  Lee-57A 


877  1881  50c.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-57A,  D-315,  BG-1069.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63,  nearly  MS-65  and  partly  prooflike.  State  I  of  the 
die  with  spur  down  from  4th  star.  Possibly  Rarity-7  in  this  die  state. 
Overall,  the  variety  is  R-5. 

From  the  Chicago  Coin  Company  on  December  30,  1911.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  60,856. 


878  1881  50c.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-57B,  D-315B,  BG-1070.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-65,  partly  prooflike  with  very  attractive 
toning  around  the  denticles. 

Rarity-6.  Very  rare,  and  worthy  of  a  good  bid  as  the  coin  is  beautiful 
too. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  47,307. 


Octagonal  Dollars 


Rare  Undated  $1,  Lee-lA 


879  Undated.  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head  with  eagle  reverse.  L-lA,  D-408, 
BG-501.  AU-50.  Has  the  same  design  as  the  Augustus  Humbert  $50 
slugs. 

Although  undated,  these  w'ere  made  by  Frontier  and  Diviercy  in 
1853.  The  edge  reeding  is  crude  and  irregular.  Appraised  by  B.G. 
Johnson  on  June  17,  1946  at  $12.50,  a  very  high  sum  at  the  time. 

Desirable  as  a  tyj?e  coin  with  the  seldom  used  eagle  reverse — a  design 
used  only  with  this  issue  and  the  1853  octagonal  half  dollar. 

From  an  Edward  Michael  sale  on  March  18,  1916,  Lot  117.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  79,117. 


880  1853  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-2C,  D-410B,  BG-519.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63.  DERI  on  reverse  for  M.  Deriberpe.  A  very  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen  of  this  octagonal  dollar.  Rim  irregularities  as  made. 
Usually  seen  in  Very  Fine  to  AU  condition. 

From  a  Thomas  L.  Elder  sale,  March  23,  1906,  Lot  838.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  32,685. 

881  1853  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-2C,  D-410B,  BG-519.  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-60  or  nearly  so.  DERI  on  reverse.  An  R-5  variety  w'hich 
usually  appears  in  low'er  grades. 

From  the  Robert  L.  Moore  Collection  sold  by  the  United  States  Coin 
Company  on  February  20,  1917,  Lot  265  with  Lyman  IT.  Low  acting 
as  agent  for  Virgil  Brand.  Low  provided  many  California  fractional 
gold  pieces  for  Virgil  over  the  years  as  the  pedigrees  of  these  coins 
show.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  81,669. 

882  1853  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-2C,  D-410B,  BG-519.  Choice  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine-45.  DERI  on  reverse.  The  average  grade  for  this  variety. 

From  Dr.  }.}.  Pellier  on  August  25,  1920.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  99,277. 
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883  1853  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-2D,  D-410C,  BG-518.  Select  Un¬ 
circulated,  MS-63  or  finer  obverse,  a  true  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated, 
MS-65  or  finer  reverse.  Overall,  MS-65.  DERI  on  reverse  for 
Deriberpe.  Rare  as  a  low  Rarity-6  item  with  auction  records  to  $12,000. 
Probably  finer  than  the  Lee  specimen  and  w'orthy  of  a  substantial  bid 
for  that  reason  alone. 

From  the  James  B.  Wilson  Collection  sold  by  Thomas  L.  Elder  on 
October  5,  1908,  Lot  1209.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  45,294. 


Very  Rare  1853  $1,  Lee-2E 


884  1853  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-2E,  D-410D,  BG-523.  Extreme¬ 
ly  Fine-40  or  a  bit  finer.  DERI  on  reverse.  A  high  Rarity-6  item  and 
desirable  as  such. 

Valuable  to  the  specialist  or  type  collector. 

From  the  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  on  December  12,  1918. 
Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  89,989. 

885  1853  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-3A,  D-411,  BG-505.  Choice 
AU-55  and  prooflike.  FD  on  reverse  for  Frontier  and  Diviercy.  Head 
leans  to  the  left.  A  scarce  variety  at  the  R-5  level. 

From  Collins  on  March  4, 1904.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  27,223. 

886  1853  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-3A,  D-411,  BG-505.  Very  Fine-20. 
The  second  example  of  this  variety. 

From  a  St.  Louis  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  sale,  February  26,  1906, 
Lot  37.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  32,326. 

887  1853  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-4A,  D-412,  BG-531.  AU-50.  N 
on  reverse  for  the  maker  Nouizillet.  Most  survivors  are  very  w'orn. 
An  attractive  example  of  this  R-5  variety. 

From  Dr.  J.J.  Pellier,  August  25,  1920.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
99,278. 

888  1853  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-4A,  D-412,  BG-531.  Nearly 
AU-50.  N  on  reverse.  Another  example  of  this  variety. 

From  the  George  W.  Lewis  Collection  sold  by  Lyman  H.  Low  on 
January  16,  1906,  Lot  478.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  32,201. 

889  1853  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-4A,  D-412,  BG-531.  Choice  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine-30,  how’ever,  solder  marks  on  reverse.  Distinguished  as 
an  R-5  variety.  And,  an  1871  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-19A, 
D-431,  BG-1109.  Nearly  EF-40  and  holed  at  12:00  obverse.  (Total; 
2  pieces) 

L-4A  from  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  June  28,  1921.  Virgil  Brand's  in¬ 
ventory  No.  108,736.  L-19A  from  J.  Hoops  on  March  2,  1896.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  15,281. 

890  1853  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-4B,  D-412A,  BG-530.  AU-50  and 
prooflike.  One  of  many  Lee-4B's  that  Virgil  Brand  owmed.  The  finest 
of  many  to  follow'. 

From  A.L.  Doherty  on  April  12,  1897.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
16,972. 

891  1853  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-4B,  D-412A,  BG-530.  Choice  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine-45.  One  of  15  such  specimens  of  this  variety  that  Virgil 
Brand  ow’ned. 

From  L.  Albenberg  on  January  1.  1915.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  75,396. 

892  1853  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-4B,  D-412A,  BG-530.  Choice  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine-45.  How  long  w'ould  it  take  to  acquire  15  specimens  of 
this  variety  today?  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  might  be  able  to  do  it 
at  this  sale  (if  you  do  not  miss  the  first  two  lots). 


From  the  Chicago  Coin  Company  on  December  30,  1911.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  60,736. 

893  1853  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-4B,  D-412A,  BG-530.  Choice  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine-45. 

From  an  S.H.  Chapman  sale  on  October  5,  1918,  Lot  477.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  89,001. 

894  1853  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-4B,  D-412A,  BG-530.  Choice  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine-45.  According  to  Breen,  "Nouizillet  made  these  in  quantity 
to  circulate,  many  survivors  are  w'orn"  as  is  true  of  this  group  of  15 
specimens. 

From  C.C.  Thieme  on  August  16,  1907.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  40,481. 

895  1853  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-4B,  D-412A,  BG-530.  Extreme¬ 
ly  Fine-40. 

896  1853  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-4B,  D-412A,  BG-530.  Extreme¬ 
ly  Fine-40.  Yet  another  specimen  of  this  variety. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  October  10,  1918.  Virgil  Brand's  in¬ 
ventory  No.  88,693. 

897  1853  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-4B,  D-412A,  BG-530.  Extreme¬ 
ly  Fine-40.  Another. 

From  the  Chicago  National  Bank  on  May  20,  1914.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  M4309. 

898  1853  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-4B,  D-412A,  BG-530.  Extreme¬ 
ly  Fine-40. 

From  a  St.  Louis  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  sale,  February  26,  1906, 
Lot  36.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  32,325. 

899  1853  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-4B,  D-412A,  BG-530.  Extreme¬ 
ly  Fine-40. 

From  a  Thomas  L.  Elder  sale,  September  30,  1905,  Lot  193.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  30,571. 

900  1853  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-4B,  D-412A,  BG-530.  Extreme¬ 
ly  Fine-40. 

From  a  St.  Louis  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  sale,  June  29,  1905,  Lot 
31.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  29,723. 

901  1853  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-4B,  D-412A,  BG-530.  Extreme¬ 
ly  Fine-40. 

From  A.L.  Doherty,  June  17,  1899.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
20,675. 

902  1853  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-4B,  D-412A,  BG-530.  Extreme¬ 
ly  Fine-40.  Another. 

From  A.L.  Doherty  on  June  17,  1899.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
20,675. 

903  1853  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-4B,  D-412A,  BG-530.  Extreme¬ 
ly  Fine-40.  Yet  another. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  February  11,  1898.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  18,069. 

904  1853  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-4B,  D-412A,  BG-530.  Choice  Very 
Fine-30. 

Note:  Did  Virgil  Brand  want  all  the  coins  of  this  variety? 

905  1854  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-6A,  D-415,  BG-510.  Choice 
AU-55  and  possibly  finer.  Partly  prooflike.  FD  on  reverse  for  Fron¬ 
tier  and  Diviercy. 

From  S.H.  &  H.  Chapman  on  December  30,  1903.  Virgil  Brand's 
inventory  No.  26,861. 

906  1854  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-6A,  D-415,  BG-510.  Better  than 
Choice  AU-55.  An  R-5  variety. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,331. 

Include  your  items  in  our  next  sale! 
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Interesting  1854  $1,  Lee-6C 


907  1854  Si.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-6C,  D-415B,  BG-508.  Choice  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine-45  or  nearly  so. 

Very  rare  as  a  high  Rarity-6  variety.  Worthy  of  a  good  bid. 

From  a  St.  Louis  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  sale,  February  26,  1906, 
Lot  38.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  32,327. 

908  1854  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-7A,  D-416,  BG-532.  AU-50.  An 
R-5  variety. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,329. 

909  1854  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-7A,  D-416,  BG-532.  Choice  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine-45. 

From  the  Chicago  Coin  Company  on  December  30,  1911.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  60,854. 

910  1854  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-7A,  D-416,  BG-532.  Extremely 
Fine-40.  Very  high  auction  records.  Auctioned  infrequently. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  February  11,  1898.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  18,  063. 


Important  Eagle  Reverse  1854  $1,  Lee-7B 


911  1854  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-7B,  D-417,  BG-534.  Choice  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine-45,  somewhat  prooflike.  Eagle  reverse.  One  of  the  very 
few  California  gold  issues  with  the  eagle  reverse. 

An  excellent  example  of  the  eagle  reverse  and  worthy  of  a  con¬ 
siderable  bid. 

Extremely  rare,  called  R-7  by  Walter  Breen  with  only  seven  sur¬ 
vivors  listed  by  him.  High  auction  records. 


Another  Eagle  Reverse  1854  $1.,  Lee-7C 


912  1854  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-7C,  D-417A,  BG-504.  Extreme¬ 
ly  Fine-40.  Eagle  reverse  as  rare  as  such.  Classified  as  a  low  Rarity-6 
variety  by  Breen.  Rare  and  desirable  apart  from  condition.  A  different 
variety  from  the  last  lot. 

Extremely  high  auction  records;  bid  on  this  one. 

913  1855  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-8A,  D-418,  BG-511.  Extremely 
Fine-40  or  finer.  FD  on  reverse.  The  only  10  star  variety  of  this  date. 

From  the  Chicago  Coin  Company  on  December  30,  1911.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  60,776. 


914  1855  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-9A,  D-419,  BG-533.  Choice  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine-45,  partly  prooflike.  NR  on  reverse  standing  for  the 
manufacturer,  Nouizillet  and  Routhier. 

From  S.H.  &  FI.  Chapman  on  March  4,  1905.  Virgil  Brand's  in¬ 
ventory  No.  28,862. 

915  1855  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-9A,  D-419,  BG-533.  Extremely 
Fine-40.  NR  on  reverse.  A  pleasant  specimen. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  on  March  26,  1898.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  18,205. 

916  1855  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-9A,  D-419,  BG-533.  Nearly  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine-40.  NR  on  reverse.  Desirable  as  an  R-5  variety. 

From  an  Edward  Michael  sale,  March  18,  1916,  Lot  174.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  79,116. 

917  1855  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-9A,  D-419,  BG-533.  Almost 
Choice  Very  Fine-30.  NR  on  reverse.  The  last  of  this  variety  to  be 
offered  here. 

From  the  George  F.  Ulex  Collection  sold  by  Lyman  H.  Low,  July 
8,  1902,  Lot  510.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  23,687. 

918  1858  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-K5,  D-421,  BG-1306.  Choice 
AU-55.  One  of  the  Kroll  varieties.  A  common  issue.  One  of  the  least 
desirable  of  all  of  Virgil  Brand's  fractional  gold  pieces. 

919  1858  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-K5,  D-421,  BG-1306.  AU-50  or 
better.  Another  Kroll  specimen. 

From  the  Elmer  Sears  Collection  sold  by  B.  Max  Mehl,  December 
18,  1918,  Lot  164.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  90,696. 

920  1860  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-13A,  D-424,  BG-1102.  Better  than 
Choice  AU-55.  Very  few  auction  records. 

From  Lyman  FI.  Low  on  August  29,  1898.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory 
No.  19,089. 

921  1860  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-13A,  D-424,  BG-1102.  AU-50 
or  finer.  An  R-5  variety. 

From  Louis  Albenberg  on  January  5,  1915.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  75,397. 

922  1860  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-13A,  D-424,  BG-1102.  AU-50. 

From  Ben  C.  Green  on  May  15,  1913.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No. 
66,759. 

923  1860$!.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-13A,  D-424,  BG-1102.  Choice 
Extremely  Fine-30.  The  last  of  this  variety  offered  here. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low  from  the  Webb  Collection,  May  22,  1897. 
Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  17,093. 

924  1863  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-K6,  D-425,  BG-1307.  Nearly 
AU-50.  Another  Kroll  variety. 

From  the  A.C.  Nygren  Collection  sold  by  Henry  Chapman,  April 
29,  1924,  Lot  168,  and  probably  one  of  the  pieces  directly  purchased 
from  Kroll  by  Nygren.  B.  Max  Mehl  acted  as  Virgil's  agent  at  this 
sale.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  130,856. 

Note:  This  would  be  one  of  the  last  California  fractional  specimens 
that  Virgil  would  purchase  as  we  are  nearing  the  end  of  the  record¬ 
ings  in  his  journals — to  end  in  1926. 

925  1868  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-14A,  D-426,  BG-1105.  Nearly 
Uncirculated,  MS-60  if  not  finer.  G  below  head.  An  R-6  variety,  very 
rare  and  desirable. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,340. 

926  1869  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-15A,  D-427,  BG-1106.  AU-50 
and  prooflike.  G  below  head.  A  high  Rarity-5  item  and  worthy  of 
a  good  bid. 

927  1869  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-15A,  D-427,  BG-1106.  AU-50 
and  prooflike.  G  below  head.  Identical  to  the  last  lot.  The  only  1869 
octagonal  $1. 

From  the  Elmer  Sears  Collection  sold  by  B.  Max  Mehl,  December 
18,  1918,  Lot  166.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  90,698. 
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928  1870  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-16A,  D-428,  BG-1118.  AU-50 
and  prooflike.  A  high  Rarity-5  item. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,346. 


Exciting  1870  $1,  Unlisted  in  Lee 


929  1870  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  Unlisted  in  Lee,  D-429A,  BG-1108. 
Extremely  Fine-40.  G  below  head.  Breen  knows  of  only  tv\'o  specimens. 
This  is  the  third,  still  an  R-8  variety,  therefore,  excessively  rare  with 
three  known. 

One  of  the  most  exciting  coins  in  the  present  offering.  Unknown 
to  Lee,  therefore,  not  part  of  his  vast  collection. 

From  Collins  on  March  2, 1904.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  27,224. 

Note:  There  are  many  opportunities  available  from  the  Brand  Col¬ 
lection.  This  particular  area  of  numismatics  has  only  been  researched 
recently  and  presents  many  opportunities  for  the  specialist. 


Valuable  1871  $1,  Lee-18A 


930  1871  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-18A,  D-430,  BG-1104.  Extremely 
Fine-40  and  desirable  as  a  high  Rarity-6  item.  Attractive  and  valuable. 

From  the  Chicago  National  Bank  on  May  20,  1914.  Virgil  Brand’s 
inventory  No.  M4310. 

931  1871  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-19A,  D-431,  BG-1109.  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-60  or  thereabouts.  G  between  head  and  date.  Slightly 
damaged  above  coronet.  An  R-5  variety. 

From  the  Chicago  Coin  Company  on  December  30,  1911.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  60,762. 

932  1871  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-19A,  D-431,  BG-1109.  Extremely 
Fine-40  and  partly  prooflike.  G  between  head  and  date.  Another 
specimen  of  this  R-5  variety. 

933  1871  $1.  Octagonal.  Liberty  head.  L-19A,  D-431,  BG-1109.  Extremely 
Fine-40  and  partly  prooflike.  G  between  head  and  date.  Identical  to 
the  last  Rarity-5  item  and  good  auction  records  for  this  variety. 

From  A.L.  Doherty  on  November  25,  1898.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  19,417. 

Important  1872  $1,  Lee-20A 


934  1872  $1.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  L-20A,  D-400,  BG-1119.  AU-50. 
A  high  Rarity-6  variety,  possibly  R-7. 

Very  rare  and  worthy  of  a  substantial  bid. 

From  Arthur  Berg  on  September  25,  1906.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  34,442. 


Very  Rare  1872  $1,  Lee-20B 


935  1872  $1.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  L-20B,  D-400A,  BG-1120.  Choice 
Extremely  Fine-45.  Very  rare  and  desirable  as  a  difficult  to  acquire 
coin.  Very  few  auction  records. 

From  a  Thomas  L.  Elder  sale  on  March  23,  1906,  Lot  648.  Virgil 
Brand's  inventory  No.  32,670. 

936  1874  $1.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  L-23A,  D-402,  BG-1124.  AU-50  or 
thereabouts.  Disappointingly  holed  at  12:00  obverse.  The  only 
specimen  that  Virgil  Brand  has  left  us  of  this  variety  to  offer  in  this  sale. 

From  Collins  on  March  2,  1904.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  27,225. 


Significant  1875  $1,  Lee-24A 


937  1875  $1.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  L-24A,  D-403,  BG-1112.  Choice 
Extremely  Fine-45.  A  high  Rarity-6  item  and  worthy  of  a  substantial 
bid. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,360. 


Near  Unique  1875  $1,  Lee-24C 


938  1875  $1.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  L-24C,  D-404A,  BG-1126.  Extremely 
Fine-40  and  attractive  regardless  of  grade. 

Rarity-8  according  to  Breen  VNnth  two  survivors  known.  This  makes 
three  and  therefore  still  an  R-8  item. 

One  of  the  most  significant  offerings  in  the  Virgil  Brand  Collec¬ 
tion.  An  opportunity  for  the  knowledgable  specialist. 

From  H.B.  Stotle  on  December  31,  1903.  Virgil  Brand’s  inventory 
No.  26,847. 


Excessively  Rare  1876  $1,  Lee-26B 


939  1876  $1.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  L-26B,  D-406,  BG-1116.  Uncir¬ 
culated,  MS-60  and  partly  prooflike. 

Mostly  seen  in  lower  grades.  A  full  Rarity-7,  worthy  of  a  good  bid 
and  extremely  rare. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,365. 
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940  1876  $1.  Octagonal.  Indian  head.  L-26E,  D-407,  BG-1128.  Choice  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine-45.  An  R-5  variety. 

From  Theophile  E.  Leon  on  November  3,  1910.  Virgil  Brand's  in¬ 
ventory  No.  M3160. 


Round  Dollars 


942  1870  $1.  Round.  Liberty  Head.  L-5A,  D-507,  BG-1203.  Extremely 
Fine-40  and  scarce  as  an  R-5  variety. 

From  a  Thomas  L.  Elder  sale,  September  30,  1905,  Lot  210.  Elder's 
first  sale.  Virgil  Brand's  inventory  No.  30,589. 

943  1872  $1.  Round.  Indian  head.  L-8A,  D-500,  BG-1207.  AU-50  or 
thereabouts. 

The  last  of  Virgil  Brand's  California  fractional  gold  offered  in  this 
auction.  Take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  to  add  to  your  collec¬ 
tion.  Many  of  these  specimens  will  not  appear  again  for  many  years. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,352. 


941  1870$!.  Round.  L-5A,  D-507,  BG-1203.  Choice  Extremely  Fine-45. 
G  below  head.  Round  dollars  are  very  scarce  as  a  class  of  California 
gold  coins. 

From  the  DeWitt  Smith  Collection  in  1908.  Virgil  Brand's  inven¬ 
tory  No.  47,345. 


Contents 


Half  Cents . 473 

Large  Cents . 474,  475 

Quarter  Dollars . 476 

Silver  Dollars . 477,  478 

Gold  Dollars  . 1-84 

Quarter  Eagles . 85-223 

$3  Gold . 224-262 

Half  Eagles . 263-417 

Eagles . 418-451 

Double  Eagles  . 452-465 

Commemorative  Gold . 466-472 

Confederate  Items . 479,  480 

British  Columbia  Pieces . 481-483 

Coins  of  the  World . 484-500 

California  Small  Denomination  Gold . 501-943 
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Did  you  sign  your  Bid  Sheet? 


NEW  CUSTOMERS..^ 

If  you  did  not  enclose  a  deposit  please  list  several  references. 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


If  your  address  has  changed  recently  please  indicate  old  ZIP  CODE 


SPECIAL  SERVICE:  Please  Increase  my  bids  up  to  10%  (  )  or  20%  (  )  If  necessary  In  order  to 
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